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Rep. Lindsey LaPointe

Filed: 3/21/2022
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1 AMENDMENT TO SENATE BILL 2565
2 AMENDMENT NO. . Amend Senate Bill 2565 by replacing
3 everything after the enacting clause with the following:
4 "Section 5. The Drug Court Treatment Act is amended by
5 changing Sections 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, and 50 as
6 follows:
7 (730 ILCS 166/5)
8 Sec. 5. Purposes. The General Assembly recognizes that
9 individuals struggling with substance use disorders may come
10 into contact with the criminal justice system and be charged
11 with felony or misdemeanor offenses. The General Assembly also
12 recognizes that substance use disorders and mental illness
13 co-occur in a substantial percentage of criminal defendants

14 the—gse—and—abuse—of—drugs—has—a—dramatic—effeckt—on—+the
15 eriminal—ustiece—sSystem—in—+the—State—eof T1lineis. There is a

16 critical need for the & criminal justice system to recognize
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individuals struggling with these issues, provide alternatives

to incarceration to address substance use disorders when

possible, and provide appropriate access to treatment and

support to such individuals pregram—that—wiltt—reduece—the
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a—FresutHe—o getettern. It 1s the intent of

the General Assembly to create specialized drug courts in

accordance with evidence-based practices and the Illinois

Supreme Court Problem-Solving Court Standards for addressing

substance use and co-occurring disorders, with the necessary

flexibility to meet the needs for an array of services and

supports among participants in certified drug court programs

the—drug—probtems in the State of Illinois.
(Source: P.A. 92-58, eff. 1-1-02.)

(730 ILCS 166/10)
Sec. 10. Definitions. As used in this Act:

"Certification" means the process by which a

problem-solving court obtains approval from the Supreme Court

to operate in accordance with the Problem-Solving Court

Standards.
"Clinical treatment plan" means an evidence-based,
comprehensive, and individualized plan that: (i) is developed

by a qualified professional in accordance with the Department

of Human Services substance use prevention and recovery rules

under 77 Ill. Adm. Code 2060 or an equivalent standard in any
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state where treatment may take place; and (ii) defines the

scope of treatment services to be delivered by a court

treatment provider.

"Combination drug court program" means a type of

problem-solving court that allows an individual to enter a

problem-solving court before a plea, conviction, or

disposition while also permitting an individual who has

admitted guilt, or been found guilty, to enter a

problem-solving court as a part of the individual's sentence

or disposition.

"Community behavioral health center" means a physical site

where behavioral healthcare services are provided in

accordance with the Community Behavioral Health Center

Infrastructure Act.

"Community mental health center" means an entity:

(1) licensed by the Department of Public Health as a

community mental health center in accordance with the

conditions of participation for community mental health

centers established Dby the Centers for Medicare and

Medicaid Services; and

(2) that provides outpatient services, including

specialized outpatient services, for individuals who are

chronically mental ill.

"Co-occurring mental health and substance use disorders

court program" means a program that includes an individual

with co-occurring mental illness and substance use disorder
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diagnoses and professionals with training and experience in

treating individuals with diagnoses of substance use disorder

and mental illness.

"Drug court", "drug court program", "court", or "program"

means a specially designated court, court calendar, or docket

facilitating intensive therapeutic treatment to monitor and

assist participants with substance use disorders in making

positive lifestvyle changes and reducing the rate of

recidivism. Drug court programs are nonadversarial in nature

and bring together substance use disorder professionals, local

social ©programs, and monitoring in accordance with the

nationally recommended 10 key components of drug courts and

the Problem-Solving Court Standards. Common features of a drug

court program include, but are not limited to, a designated

judge and staff; specialized intake and screening procedures;

coordinated treatment procedures administered by a trained,

multidisciplinary professional team; close evaluation of

participants, including continued assessments and modification

of the court requirements and use of sanctions, incentives,

and therapeutic adjustments to address behavior; freguent

judicial interaction with participants; 1less formal court

process and procedures; voluntary participation; and a low

treatment staff-to-client ratio. ar—immediate—and—highty




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

26

102005B2565ham002 -5- LRB102 16553 RLC 37801 a

"Drug court professional" means a member of the drug court

team, including but not 1limited to a Jjudge, prosecutor,

defense attorney, probation officer, coordinator, or treatment

prOVider, P EeEer—FEeCOVEEY coact.

"Peer recovery coach" means a mentor assigned to a

defendant during participation in a drug treatment court

program who has been trained by the court, a service provider

used by the court for substance use disorder or mental health

treatment, a local service provider with an established peer

recovery coach or mentor program not otherwise used by the

court for treatment, or a Certified Recovery Support

Specialist certified by the 1TIllinois Certification Board.

"Peer recovery coach" includes individuals with lived

experiences of the issues the problem-solving court seeks to

address, including, but not limited to, substance use

disorder, mental illness, and co-occurring disorders or

involvement with the criminal justice system. "Peer recovery

coach" includes individuals required to guide and mentor the

participant to successfully complete assigned regquirements and

to facilitate participants' independence for continued success

once the supports of the court are no longer available to them.

"Post—-adjudicatory drug court program" means a program

that allows an individual who has admitted guilt or has been

found guilty, with the defendant's consent, and the approval
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of the court, to enter a drug court program as part of the

defendant's sentence or disposition.

"Pre—-adjudicatory drug court program" means a program that

allows the defendant, with the defendant's consent and the

approval of the court, to enter the drug court program before

plea, conviction, or disposition and requires successful

completion of the drug court program as part of the agreement.

"Problem-Solving Court Standards" means the statewide

standards adopted by the Supreme Court that set forth the

minimum reguirements for the planning, establishment,

certification, operation, and evaluation of all

problem-solving courts in this State.

"Validated clinical assessment" means a validated

assessment tool administered by a qualified clinician to

determine the treatment needs of participants. "Validated

clinical assessment" includes assessment tools required by

public or private insurance.
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" 3 1 "

(Source: P.A. 97-946, eff. 8-13-12.)

(730 ILCS 166/15)
Sec. 15. Authorization.
(a) The Chief Judge of each judicial circuit may musE

establish a drug court program in compliance with the

Problem-Solving Court Standards. At the discretion of the

Chief Judge, the drug court program may be operated in one or

more counties of the circuit and allow defendants from all

counties within the circuit to participate. Drug court

programs must be certified by the Illinois Supreme Court
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(b) Whenever the county boards of 2 or more counties
within the same judicial circuit skadd determine that a single
drug court program would best serve those counties, the county
board of each such county may skadt3* adopt a resolution to the
effect that there shall be a single drug court program serving
those counties, and shall provide a copy of the resolution to

the Chief Judge of the judicial circuit. Upon receipt of such a

resolution, +hese—reselutiensy the Chief Judge may shaid

establish or, in the case of an existing drug court program,

reorganize ¥e—e¥rgapize a single drug court program to serve

those counties.
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(Source: P.A. 96-776, eff. 1-1-10.)

(730 ILCS 166/20)

Sec. 20. Eligibility.

(a) A defendant may be admitted into a drug court program
only upon the consent agreement of the defendant and with the

approval of the court. A defendant agrees to be admitted when a

written consent to participate is provided to the court in

open court and the defendant acknowledges understanding its

contents.

(a—5) Each drug court shall have a target population

defined in its written policies and procedures. The policies

and procedures shall define that court's eligibility and

exclusionary criteria.

(b) A defendant shall be excluded from a drug court
program if any ef one of the following applies apptv¥:
(1) The crime is a crime of violence as set forth in
paragraph etauwse (4) of this subsection (b).
(2) The defendant denies his or her wuse of or

addiction to drugs.
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(3) The defendant does not demonstrate a willingness
to participate in a treatment program.

(4) The defendant has been convicted of a crime of
violence within the past 5 15 years excluding

incarceration time, parole, and periods of mandatory

supervised release. As used in this paragraph Seeties,

"crime of violence" means: first degree murder, second
degree murder, predatory criminal sexual assault of a
child, aggravated criminal sexual assault, criminal sexual
assault, armed robbery, aggravated arson, arson,
aggravated kidnaping, kidnapping *iemaping, aggravated
battery resulting in great bodily harm or permanent

disability, aggravated domestic battery resulting in great

bodily harm or permanent disability, aggravated criminal

sexual abuse by a person in a position of trust or

authority over a child, stalking, aggravated stalking,

home invasion, aggravated vehicular hijacking, or any

offense involving the discharge of a firearm.

(5) The defendant 1is charged with a wviolation of

subparagraph (F) of paragraph (1) of subsection (d) of

Section 11-501 of the Illinois Vehicle Code in which an

individual is charged with aggravated driving under the

influence that resulted in the death of another person or

when the violation was a proximate cause of the death,

unless, pursuant to subparagraph (G) of paragraph (1) of

subsection (d) of Section 11-501 of the Illinois Vehicle
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extraordinary

determines that

the court

Code,

circumstances exist and regquire probation.

the defendant may be

(a),

Notwithstanding subsection

(c)

admitted into a drug court program only upon the agreement of

4

the prosecutor if the defendant is charged with a Class 2 or

5

greater felony violation of

or 405.2 of the Illinois

405,

Section 401, 401.1,

(1)

.
r

Controlled Substances Act

or 5.2 of the Cannabis Control

5.1,

Section 5,

(2)

; Or

Act

10

25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 56, or

20,

Section 15,

(3)

11

65 of the Methamphetamine Control and Community Protection

Act.
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(Source: P.A. 99-480, eff. 9-9-15.)

(730 ILCS 166/25)

Sec. 25. Procedure.

(a) A Fhe—ecourt—shall—erder—an—eligibility screening and

clinical needs ar assessment and risk assessment of the

defendant shall be performed as required by the court's

policies and procedures prior to the defendant's admission

into a drug court. The clinical needs assessment shall be

conducted in accordance with the Department of Human Services

substance use prevention and recovery rules under 77 I1ll. Adm.

Code 2060. The assessment shall include, but is not limited

to, assessments of substance use and mental and behavioral

health needs. The assessment shall be administered by

individuals approved under the Department of Human Services

substance use prevention and recovery rules for professional

staff under 77 I1l. Adm. Code 2060 and used to inform any

clinical treatment plans. Clinical treatment plans shall be

developed 1in accordance with the Problem-Solving Court

Standards and in part upon the known availability of treatment

resources.

Any risk assessment shall be performed using an assessment

tool approved by the Administrative Office of the Illinois

Courts and as required by the court's policies and procedures.
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An assessment need not be ordered if the court finds a
valid assessment related to the present charge pending against
the defendant has been completed within the previous 60 days.

(b) The Jjudge shall inform the defendant that if the
defendant fails to meet the conditions of the drug court
program, eligibility to participate in the program may be
revoked and the defendant may be sentenced or the prosecution
continued as provided in the Unified Code of Corrections for
the crime charged.

(c) The defendant shall execute a written agreement as to
his or her participation in the program and shall agree to all
of the terms and conditions of the program, including but not
limited to the possibility of sanctions or incarceration for
failing to abide or comply with the terms of the program.

(d) In addition to any conditions authorized under the
Pretrial Services Act and Section 5-6-3 of the Unified Code of

Corrections, the court may order the participant to complete

mental health counseling or substance use disorder treatment

in an outpatient or residential treatment program and may

order the participant to comply with physicians'

recommendations regarding medications and all follow-up

treatment for any mental health diagnosis made by the

provider. Substance use disorder treatment programs must be

licensed by the Department of Human Services in accordance

with the Department of Human Services substance use prevention

and recovery rules, or an eqgquivalent standard in any other
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state where the treatment may take place, and use

evidence-based treatment. When referring participants to

mental health treatment programs, the court shall prioritize

providers certified as community mental health or behavioral

health centers if possible. The court shall consider the least

restrictive treatment option when ordering mental health or

substance use disorder treatment for participants and the

results of clinical and risk assessments 1in accordance with

the Problem-Solving Court Standards. defendant—teo—comptete

~EE
o U

(e) The drug court program shall include a regimen of

graduated requirements, including apd—rewards—and——Sanctionsy

ge—reot—t+imited—+te+ fines, fees, costs, restitution,

iregreerationr—ofwp—+te—380—<daysy individual and group therapy,

substance €erwg analysis testing, close monitoring by the

court, restitution, at—a—minimom—eofeonce—every—30—days—ana

preogressy educational or vocational counseling
as appropriate, and other requirements necessary to fulfill

the drug court program. Program phases, therapeutic

adjustments, incentives, and sanctions, including the use of

jJail sanctions, shall be administered in accordance with
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evidence-based practices and the Problem-Solving Court

Standards. A participant's failure to pay program fines or

fees shall not prevent the participant from advancing phases

or successfully completing the program. If the participant

defendant needs treatment for an opioid use disorder abuse or

dependence, the court may not prohibit the participant

defendant from partieipating 1 et receiving

medication-assisted medieation—assisted treatment under the

care of a physician 1licensed 1in this State to practice
medicine in all of its branches. Drug court participants may

not be required to refrain from using medication-assisted

mecteatieonr—assisted treatment as a term or condition of
successful completion of the drug court program.

(f) Recognizing that individuals struggling with mental

health, substance use, and related co-occurring disorders have

often experienced trauma, drug court programs may include

specialized service programs specifically designed to address

trauma. These specialized services may be offered to

individuals admitted to the drug court program. Judicial

circuits establishing these specialized programs shall partner

with advocates, survivors, and service providers in the

development of the programs. Trauma-informed services and

programming shall be operated in accordance with

evidence-based best practices as outlined by the Substance

Abuse and Mental Health Service Administration's National

Center for Trauma-Informed Care.
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(g) The court may establish a mentorship program that

provides access and support to program participants by peer

recovery coaches. Courts shall be responsible to administer

the mentorship program with the support of mentors and local

mental health and substance use disorder treatment

organizations.

(Source: P.A. 99-554, eff. 1-1-17.)

(730 ILCS 166/30)

Sec. 30. Mental health and substance use disorder

stapree—abyse treatment.

(a) The drug court program shall maintain a network of

substance use disorder abuse treatment programs representing a

continuum of graduated substance use disorder abuse treatment

options commensurate with the needs of the participant

defendants.

(b) Any substance use disorder abuse treatment program to

which participants dgefendants are referred must hold a valid

license from the Department of Human Services Division of

Substance Use Prevention and Recovery, use evidence-based

treatment, and deliver all services in accordance with 77 I11.

Adm. Code 2060, including services available through the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, the TIllinois

Department of Veterans' Affairs, or Veterans Assistance

Commission, or an equivalent standard in any other state where

treatment may take place meet—att—eof—+the—ryles—and—governing
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(c) The drug court program may, at its discretion, employ
additional services or interventions, as it deems necessary on
a case by case basis.

(d) The drug court program may maintain or collaborate

with a network of mental health treatment programs

representing a continuum of treatment options commensurate

with the needs of the participant and available resources,

including programs with the State and community-based programs

supported and sanctioned by the State. Partnerships with

providers certified as mental health or behavioral health

centers shall be prioritized when possible.

(Source: P.A. 92-58, eff. 1-1-02.)

(730 ILCS 166/35)

Sec. 35. Violation; termination; dismissal from program
Hseharge.

(a) If the court finds from the evidence presented,

including, but not limited to, the reports or proffers of

proof from the drug court professionals, that: (1) the

participant is not complying with the requirements of the

treatment program; or (2) the participant has otherwise

violated the terms and conditions of the program, the court

may impose reasonable sanctions under the prior written

agreement of the participant, including, but not limited to,
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imprisonment or dismissal of the participant from the program,

1

and the court may reinstate criminal proceedings against the

2

participant or proceed under Section 5-6-4 of the Unified Code

of probation, conditional

a violation

for

of Corrections

4

or supervision hearing. FH—theeceourt—finds fremthe

discharge,
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the court shall

Based on the evidence presented,

(a=3)

24

determine whether the participant has violated the conditions

25

of the program and whether the participant should be dismissed

26
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from the program or whether, pursuant to the court's policies

and procedures, some other alternative may be appropriate in

the interests of the participant and the public.

(a-10) A participant defendant who 1is assigned to a

substance use disorder abuse treatment program under this Act

for an opioid use disorder abuse—er—dependence is not in

violation of the terms or conditions of the program on the

basis o0of #®is—er—her participation 1in medication-assisted

medieatieonr—assisted treatment under the care of a physician
licensed in this State to practice medicine in all of its
branches.

(a—15) A participant may voluntarily withdraw from the

drug court program in accordance with the drug court program's

policies and procedures. Prior to allowing the participant to

withdraw, the judge shall:

(1) ensure that the participant has the right to

consult with counsel prior to withdrawal;

(2) determine in open court that the withdrawal is

made voluntarily and knowingly; and

(3) admonish the participant in open court as to the

consequences, actual or potential, which can result from

withdrawal.

Upon withdrawal, the criminal proceedings may be

reinstated against the participant or proceedings may be

initiated under Section 5-6-4 of the Unified Code of

Corrections for a violation of probation, conditional




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

26

102005B2565ham002 -19- LRB102 16553 RLC 37801 a

discharge, or supervision hearing.

(a=20) No participant may be dismissed from the program

unless, prior to dismissal, the participant is informed in

writing:

(1) of the reason or reasons for the dismissal;

(2) the evidentiary basis supporting the reason or

reasons for the dismissal; and

(3) that the participant has a right to a hearing at

which the participant may present evidence supporting the

participant's continuation in the program.

(a—25) A participant who has not violated the conditions

of the program in such a way as to warrant unsuccessful

dismissal, but who is unable to complete program requirements

to qualify for a successful discharge, may be terminated from

the program as a neutral discharge.

(b) Upon successful completion of the terms and conditions
of the program, the court may dismiss the original charges

against the participant defemdant or successfully terminate

the participant's defendantls sentence or otherwise discharge

the participant #&EHm—er—her from any further proceedings

against the participant +&®im—er—her 1in the original

prosecution.

(c) Upon successful completion of the terms and conditions

of the program, any State's Attorney in the county of

conviction, participant, or defense attorney may move to

vacate any convictions that are eligible for sealing under the




10

11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

102005B2565ham002 -20- LRB102 16553 RLC 37801 a

Criminal Identification Act. A participant may immediately

file a petition to expunge vacated convictions and the

associated underlying records per the Criminal Identification

Act. If the State's Attorney moves to vacate a conviction, the

State's Attorney may not object to expungement of that

conviction or the underlying record.

(d) The drug court program may maintain or collaborate

with a network of legal aid organizations that specialize in

conviction relief to support participants navigating the

expungement and sealing process.

(Source: P.A. 99-554, eff. 1-1-17.)

(730 ILCS 166/40)

Sec. 40. Education semina¥rs for Jjudges. A judge assigned

to preside over a drug treatment court shall have experience,

training, and continuing education in topics including, but

not limited to:

(1) criminal law;

(2) behavioral health;

(3) confidentiality;

(4) ethics;

(5) evidence-based practices;

(6) substance use disorders;

(7) mental illness;

(8) co-occurring disorders; and

(9) presiding over various types of problem-solving
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(Source: P.A. 94-552, eff. 8-12-05.)

(730 TILCS 166/45)
Sec. 45. Education seminars for drug court prosecutors.
Subject to appropriation, the Office of the State's Attorneys

Appellate Prosecutor shall conduct mandatory education

7 + 1 b + £ bat b a a2 o
sSemlnars of—ttr SEHoFEeCeTES— o —SuoStaht sEuse—ahd—addietieon for

all drug court prosecutors throughout the State to ensure that

the problem-solving court maintains fidelity to the

problem-solving court model. Topics include, but are not

limited to, evidence-based screening, assessment and treatment

practices, target population, substance use disorders, mental

illness, disability, co-occurring disorders, trauma,

confidentiality, criminogenic risks and needs, incentives and

sanctions, court processes, limited English proficiency, and

team dynamics.

(Source: P.A. 99-480, eff. 9-9-15.)

(730 ILCS 166/50)

Sec. 50. Education seminars for drug court public

defenders. Subject to appropriation, the Office of the State

Appellate Defender shall conduct mandatory education seminars
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er—the—subieets—of substance—abuse—and—addietieorn for all drug

court public defenders and assistant ©public defenders

practicing in drug courts throughout the State to ensure that

the problem-solving court maintains fidelity to the

problem-solving court model. Topics idinclude, but are not

limited to, evidence-based screening, assessment and treatment

practices, target population, substance use disorders, mental

illness, disability, co-occurring disorders, trauma,

confidentiality, criminogenic risks and needs, incentives and

sanctions, court processes, limited English proficiency, and

team dynamics.

(Source: P.A. 99-480, eff. 9-9-15.)

Section 10. The Veterans and Servicemembers Court
Treatment Act is amended by changing Sections 5, 10, 15, 20,
25, 30, and 35 and by adding Sections 40, 45, and 50 as

follows:

(730 ILCS 167/5)
Sec. 5. Purposes. The General Assembly recognizes that

veterans and active servicemembers, includingy Reserve and

National Guard servicemembers, have provided or are currently

providing an invaluable service to our country. Some veterans

and active duty servicemembers Ir—se—deing——seome may suffer

from the effects of their service, including, but not limited

to, post-traumatic pest—trauvmatie stress disorder, traumatic
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brain injury, depression and may also suffer drvg—and—alecchel

dependenrey—or—addietieon—and co-occurring mental illness and
substance use disorder abuse problems. As a result ef—this,

some veterans or active duty servicemembers come into contact
with the criminal justice system and are charged with felony
or misdemeanor offenses. There is a critical need for the
criminal Jjustice system to recognize #+hese veterans, provide
accountability for their wrongdoing, provide for the safety of
the public, and provide for the treatment of such eur
veterans. It is the intent of the General Assembly to create
in accordance

specialized veteran and servicemember courts

with evidence-based practices and Problem-Solving Court

Standards for addressing substance use, mental health, and

co-occurring disorders er—pregrams with the necessary

flexibility to meet the specialized needs for an array of

services and supports among participants in certified veteran

and servicemember court programs in the State preblems—faced

bz +th oo DL NE N S NE PN ESIENE ST S PN WS S ~NE S T TN NN =
oy cire ot v cCoTrToaoll ol ocC T v coctTmCmmotTTT OtcTT A\

(Source: P.A. 96-924, eff. 6-14-10.)

(730 ILCS 167/10)

Sec. 10. Definitions. In this Act:

"Certification" means the process by which a

problem-solving court obtains approval from the Supreme Court

to operate in accordance

with the

Problem-Solving Court

Standards.
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"Clinical treatment plan" means an evidence-based,

comprehensive, and individualized plan that: (i) is developed

by a gqualified professional in accordance with the Department

of Human Services substance use prevention and recovery rules

under 77 I11l. Adm. Code 2060 or an equivalent standard in any

state where treatment may take place; and (ii) defines the

scope of treatment services to be delivered by a court

treatment provider.

"Combination Veterans and Servicemembers court program"

means a type of problem-solving court that allows an

individual to enter a problem-solving court before a plea,

conviction, or disposition while also permitting an individual

who has admitted guilt, or been found gquilty, to enter a

problem-solving court as a part of the individual's sentence

d' t n LIRS SNE NN S PN W 2N RN NN NP PN QNS T N N ~NE P A P T =
or lSpOSl lon. Moo Cc ol veo oo oo oo oCTv cCTmCmiotTTS A\ v 5y
PN NP ) PN =N = i PN NP T ) E NN ERS| oo =
PTrogTTrT TS TE ToTTT T o9 Tt CcIroC TrroTrotcs T
PENEN A s S A g nd oot INEREPN RN SN AWENE INE NN o
rpreotyuatrCaocorty T TE PSS T aujuarcacory v eTTTTITS [CrEaws
[QIENE P PN W~ ~NE PN SR NE NP N2

~J LV L OTINTCITNIV O L O A2 R Sy w r}J_UgJ_(_/LLLl

"Community behavioral health center" means a physical site

where behavioral healthcare services are provided in

accordance with the Community Behavioral Health Center

Infrastructure Act.

"Community mental health center" means an entity:

(1) licensed by the Department of Public Health as a

community mental health center in accordance with the

conditions of participation for community mental health
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centers established by the Centers for Medicare and

Medicaid Services; and

(2) that provides outpatient services, including

specialized outpatient services, for individuals who are

chronically mental ill.

"Co-occurring mental health and substance use disorders

court program" means a program that includes an individual

with co-occurring mental illness and substance use disorder

diagnoses and professionals with training and experience in

treating individuals with diagnoses of substance use disorder

and mental illness.

"Court" means veterans and servicemembers court Yeterans

aRd—Servicemembers—CourE.
"IDVA" means the Illinois Department of Veterans' Affairs.
"Peer recovery coach" means a wetupteer veteran mentor as

defined nationally by Justice for Vets and assigned to a

veteran or servicemember during participation in a veteran

treatment court program who has been approved by the court,

and trained according to curriculum recommended by Justice for

Vets, a service provider used by the court for substance use

disorder or mental health treatment, a local service provider

with an established peer recovery coach or mentor program not

otherwise used by the court for treatment, or a Certified

Recovery Support Specialist certified by the Illinois

Certification Board. "Peer recovery coach" includes

individuals with lived experiences of the issues the
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problem-solving court seeks to address, including, but not

limited to, substance wuse disorder, mental illness, and

co-occurring disorders or involvement with the c¢riminal

justice system. "Peer recovery coach" includes individuals

required to guide and mentor the participant to successfully

complete assigned regquirements and to facilitate participants'

independence for continued success once the supports of the

court are no longer available to them. arag—ecertified—bv—the
> i 1 L ST

he—assigae
"Post-adjudicatory veterans and servicemembers court

program WYeterans—and—Serviecemembers—Court—Preogram" means a
program that allows a defendant who im—whieh—+thedefendant has

admitted guilt or has been found guilty and agrees, with the

defendant's consent, and the approval of the court, atemng—with

the—proseegtieon; to enter a veterans and servicemembers court

o

eraps—and—Servicemembers e¥¥E program as part of the

defendant's sentence or disposition.

"Pre-adjudicatory veterans and  servicemembers court

program Veteraps—apd—Servicemembers—Court—Program'" means a

program that allows the defendant, with the defendant's

consent and the approval of the court, to enter the Veterans

and Servicemembers Court program before plea, conviction, or

qr
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of the Veterans and Servicemembers Court programs as part of
the agreement.

"Problem-Solving Court Standards" means the statewide

standards adopted by the Supreme Court that set forth the

minimum requirements for the planning, establishment,

certification, operation, and evaluation of all

problem-solving courts in this State.

"Servicemember" means a person who is currently serving in
the Army, Air Force, Marines, Navy, or Coast Guard on active
duty, reserve status or in the National Guard.

"VA" means the United States Department of Veterans'
Affairs.

"VAC" means a veterans assistance commission.

"Validated clinical assessment" means a validated

assessment tool administered by a qualified clinician to

determine the treatment needs of participants. "Validated

clinical assessment" includes assessment tools regquired by

public or private insurance.

"Veteran" means a person who previously served as an +#

£he active servicemember mititary—Raval—oFr airr—Serviee—and

1 S| ES SNPNEVENE SEVENE 22 Al
TCTo T CIrC T C T T OTIr I Cr

q
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B

"Veterans and servicemembers court Servieemembers—Cotre

professional" means a member of the veterans and

~

ON

servicemembers court WYeterans—and—Servicemem og¥rEt team,

including, but not limited to, a judge, prosecutor, defense
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attorney, probation officer, coordinator, treatment provider+

SEpeer reeovers conely

"Veterans and servicemembers court", "veterans and

servicemembers court program", "court", or "program" means a

specially designated court, court calendar, or docket

facilitating intensive therapeutic treatment to monitor and

assist veteran or servicemember participants with substance

use disorder, mental illness, co-occurring disorders, or other

assessed treatment needs of eligible veteran and servicemember

participants and in making positive 1lifestyle changes and

reducing the rate of recidivism. Veterans and servicemembers

court programs are nonadversarial in nature and Dbring

fendants—that—brings together substance use disorder abuse

professionals, mental health professionals, VA professionals,
local social programs, and intensive judicial monitoring in
accordance with the nationally recommended 10 key components

of wveterans treatment courts and the Problem-Solving Court

Standards. Common features of a veterans and servicemembers

court program include, but are not limited to, a designated

judge and staff; specialized intake and screening procedures;

coordinated treatment procedures administered by a trained,

multidisciplinary professional team; close evaluation of
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participants, including continued assessments and modification

of the court regquirements and use of sanctions, incentives,

and therapeutic adjustments to address behavior; freguent

judicial interaction with participants; 1less formal court

process and procedures; voluntary participation; and a low

treatment staff-to-client ratio druvg—eeurts.

(Source: P.A. 99-314, eff. 8-7-15; 99-819, eff. 8-15-16.)

(730 ILCS 167/15)
Sec. 15. Authorization.
(2) The Chief Judge of each judicial circuit may shaett

establish a veterans %eterans and servicemembers court

Servieemembers—Cewrt  program in compliance with the

Problem-Solving Court Standards imetudinga—format—under—whiech

1+ = = PR £
T C cTC S orriocCT

this—AeE. The veterans ¥Yeteranms and

PPN
opTT™

servicemembers court Servieemembers—Ceurt may, at the

discretion of the Chief Judge, be a separate court or a program
of a problem-solving court, including, but not limited to, a

drug court, e¥ mental health court, or a court for individuals

with either substance use, mental health, or co-occurring

disorders. At the discretion of the Chief Judge, the Veterans
and Servicemembers Court program may be operated in one or
more counties in the Circuit, and allow veteran and
servicemember defendants from all counties within the Circuit
to participate.

(b) Whenever the county boards of 2 or more counties
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within the same Jjudicial circuit determine that a single

veteran and servicemembers court program would best serve

those counties, the county board of each such county may adopt

a resolution to the effect that there shall be a single veteran

and servicemembers court program serving those counties, and

shall provide a copy of the resolution to the Chief Judge of

the judicial circuit. Upon receipt of those resolutions, the

Chief Judge may establish or, in the case of an existing

veteran and servicemembers court program, reorganize a single

program to serve those counties.

(Source: P.A. 99-807, eff. 1-1-18; 100-88, eff. 1-1-18.)

(730 ILCS 167/20)

Sec. 20. Eligibility. Veterans and servicemembers

Servicemembers are eligible for veterans ¥ekerams and

servicemembers courts Serviecemembers—Ceourts, provided the

following:

AWAENE NN N o O aprza A ara e A s PIEIEAE ~E —NE NG T N 2N~ —INE 2 Ao ~ o o PN
v cCCoraolto  olta oCTv T CTmCiotT™T o oo C progralt OoTrToT oo oo rcTc T OUtT
PR SEE T T-N-NE "N 0 N ENPECEYS PECUNEENE = £ =1 dafarn Ao EENDSN I SCE I S SN 0 2N otz 1
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+eatier only upon the consent of the defendant and

o
PoS

with the approval of the court. A defendant agrees to be
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admitted when a written consent to participate is provided to

the court in open court and the defendant acknowledges

understanding of its contents.

(a—=5) Each veterans and servicemembers court shall have a

target population defined 1in its written policies and

procedures. The policies and procedures shall define that

court's eligibility and exclusionary criteria.

(b) A defendant shall Dbe excluded from Veterans and
Servicemembers Court program if any of one of the following
applies:

(1) The crime is a crime of violence as set forth in

paragraph etauwse (3) of this subsection (b).

(2) The defendant does not demonstrate a willingness
to participate in a treatment program.

(3) The defendant has been convicted of a crime of
violence within the past 5 15 years excluding

incarceration time, parole, and periods of mandatory

supervised release. As used in this paragraph, "crime of

violence" means: —ipetuding first degree murder, second

degree murder, predatory criminal sexual assault of a
child, aggravated criminal sexual assault, criminal sexual
assault, armed robbery, aggravated arson, arson,
aggravated kidnapping and kidnapping, aggravated battery
resulting in great bodily harm or permanent disability,

aggravated domestic battery resulting in great bodily harm

or permanent disability, aggravated criminal sexual abuse
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by a person in a position of trust or authority over a

child, stalking, aggravated stalking, home invasion,

aggravated vehicular hijacking, or any offense involving

the discharge of a firearm.

(4) The defendant 1is charged with a violation of

subparagraph (F) of paragraph (1) of subsection (d) of

Section 11-501 of the Illinois Vehicle Code in which an

individual is charged with aggravated driving under the

influence that resulted in the death of another person or

when the violation was a proximate cause of the death,

unless, pursuant to subparagraph (G) of paragraph (1) of

subsection (d) of Section 11-501 of the Illinois Vehicle

Code, the court determines that extraordinary

circumstances exist and require probation. Blani—

(5) (Blank).

(6) (Blank) . Fhe——sernterce—Fmposced—eon—the—defendarnts
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(c) Notwithstanding subsection (a), the defendant may be

admitted into a veterans and servicemembers court program only

upon the agreement of the prosecutor if the defendant is

charged with a Class 2 or greater felony violation of:

(1) Section 401, 401.1, 405, or 405.2 of the

Illinois Controlled Substances Act;

(2) Section 5, 5.1, or 5.2 of the Cannabis Control

Act; or
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(3) Section 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 56,

or 65 of the Methamphetamine Control and Community

Protection Act.

(Source: P.A. 100-426, eff. 1-1-18; 101-652, eff. 7-1-21.)

(730 ILCS 167/25)
Sec. 25. Procedure.
(a) A FThe——tcotvrt—shaltlorder—thedefendant—+to—submit—+to—an

eliegibitity screening and clinical needs amd—a# assessment and

risk assessment of the defendant shall be performed as

required by the court's policies and procedures prior to the

defendant's admission into a veteran and servicemembers court.

The assessment shall be conducted through the VA, VAC, and/or

the IDVA to provide information on the defendant's veteran or
servicemember status.

Any risk assessment shall be performed using an assessment

tool approved by the Administrative Office of the Illinois

Courts and as required by the court's policies and procedures.

(b) A Fhe—tourt—shalt—order—the—defendapnt—to—sSubmit—to—an

etrgibitiEy—sereening—and mental health and substance use

disorder drugtateohod screening and assessment of the

defendant shall be performed by the VA, VAC, or by the IDVA, or

as otherwise outlined and as required by the court's policies

and procedures #fe—provide—asSessment——servieces—feor—F1ineis

Eeotrts. The assessment shall include, but is not limited to,

assessments of substance use and mental and behavioral health
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needs. The clinical needs assessment shall be administered by

a qualified professional of the VA, VAC, or IDVA, or

individuals who meet the Department of Human Services

substance use prevention and recovery rules for professional

staff under 77 Ill. Adm. Code 2060, or an equivalent standard

in any other state where treatment may take place, and used to

inform any clinical treatment plans. Clinical treatment plans

shall be developed, in accordance with the Problem-Solving

Court Standards and a—risks—assessment—and be based, in part,

upon the known availability of treatment resources available

to the veterans Heterans and servicemembers court

Servieemembers——Ccourt. Fhe—assessment—shatt—atseo—inetude
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radividuat——seeking—admissiens An assessment need not be
ordered if the court €ewrt finds a valid screening or =andfer
assessment related to the present charge pending against the
defendant has been completed within the previous 60 days.

(c) The Jjudge shall inform the defendant that if the

defendant fails to meet the conditions of the veterans

Yeterans and servicemembers court Servicemembers CorE

program, eligibility to participate 1in the program may be
revoked and the defendant may be sentenced or the prosecution
continued as provided in the Unified Code of Corrections for

the crime charged.
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(d) The defendant shall execute a written agreement with

the court €ewrt as to the defendant's his—er—her participation

in the program and shall agree to all of the terms and
conditions of the program, including but not limited to the
possibility of sanctions or incarceration for failing to abide
or comply with the terms of the program.

(e) In addition to any conditions authorized under the
Pretrial Services Act and Section 5-6-3 of the Unified Code of

Corrections, the court &€ewrt may order the participant to

complete mental health counseling or substance use disorder

treatment in an outpatient or residential treatment program

and may order the participant to comply with physicians'

recommendations regarding medications and all follow-up

treatment for any mental health diagnosis made by the

provider. Substance use disorder treatment programs must be

licensed by the Department of Human Services in accordance

with the Department of Human Services substance use prevention

and recovery rules, or an eqguivalent standard in any other

state where the treatment may take place, and use

evidence-based treatment. When referring participants to

mental health treatment programs, the court shall prioritize

providers certified as community mental health or behavioral

health centers if possible. The court shall consider the least

restrictive treatment option when ordering mental health or

substance use disorder treatment for participants and the

results of clinical and risk assessments 1in accordance with
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the Problem-Solving Court Standards. defendant—teo—eceomplete

artlh ot o bira + o+ EEE n PR SN S i EIEAC NN S PN
[V ¥ W I Sy @ i i (S ¥ WA e ) 1 A CITTTTIT T LTT IT \Jk/lbt/uk,_L J.lL,, _LlJ._tJ(/LL,_LCJ.,lL,,
a1 Ao+ o 1 E 2 1 baaaod oot Ao 1 + B W N R N NN T o
L Q.L\_A.CJ.J.L_J.(_/L.L, L _J(_/LJ.J. Ao T —cUo CUUL UL C L CATITITCIIC r/J_U\jJ.(_A.lI.I., L UACT L
+ 1 a fFonrn A+ + oo ] + man it ] = 1+ oo o 13 EREN n
CIl A - 1TIACALIT T |y pUlLLrJJ_\_,L,\_, [ 9 S i Ry WSy @ R ) L3 S\ P @ R iy S i 5 \JLALL»_)\_,J__LJ.J.& L 11 Al

PN e N N P P NN I R SNPS aals ~ o o ooy | 17 £o1 1 I FEZN
T o CUOmInCIITgo C T OTT EEA AT fo ap w g np 5 3 ) Mo rcactUtlto [ETyaws [ e g my TO LT TOW =34
= a4 Tl 0 = Fa o otz 2~ oA I+ Ear= . += 1 3o + = =
CrCToCIncIrc. TITLTO cCLrCoCcincIroc ey TIrrc oo oTocC e TTOT J g g B W A W CcO
_EESE EfaaﬂtaEie SEEESS dﬂ:sefdefl EfaaﬂtaEﬂ:e bfaif} ﬂ:ii]aff af}d
depfeSSiefi.

(e-5) The veterans and servicemembers court shall include

a regimen of graduated requirements, including individual and

group therapy, substance analysis testing, close monitoring by

the court, supervision of progress, restitution, educational

or vocational counseling as appropriate, and other

requirements necessary to fulfill the veterans and

servicemembers court program. Program phases, therapeutic

adjustments, incentives, and sanctions, including the use of

jail sanctions, shall be administered in accordance with

evidence-based practices and the Problem-Solving Court

Standards. If the participant needs treatment for an opioid

use disorder or dependence, the court may not prohibit the

participant from receiving medication-assisted treatment under

the care of a physician licensed in this State to practice

medicine in all of its branches. Veterans and servicemembers

court participants may not be required to refrain from using

medication—-assisted treatment as a term or condition of
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successful completion of the veteran and servicemembers court

program.

(e-10) Recognizing that individuals struggling with mental

health, substance use, and related co-occurring disorders have

often experienced trauma, veterans and servicemembers court

programs may include specialized service programs specifically

designed to address trauma. These specialized services may be

offered to individuals admitted to the veterans and

servicemembers court program. Judicial circuits establishing

these specialized programs shall partner with advocates,

survivors, and service providers in the development of the

programs. Trauma-informed services and programming shall be

operated in accordance with evidence-based best practices as

outlined by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Service

Administration's National Center for Trauma-Informed Care

(SAMHSA) .

(f) The Court may establish a mentorship program that
provides access and support to program participants by peer
recovery coaches. Courts shall be responsible to administer
the mentorship program with the support of volunteer veterans
and local veteran service organizations, including a VAC. Peer
recovery coaches shall be trained and certified by the Court
prior to being assigned to participants in the program.

(Source: P.A. 99-314, eff. 8-7-15; 99-819, eff. 8-15-16.)

(730 ILCS 167/30)
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Sec. 30. Mental health and substance use disorder abuse

treatment.

(a) The veterans ¥eterans and servicemembers court

Servicememb cewrt program may maintain a network of

substance use disorder abuse treatment programs representing a

continuum of graduated substance use disorder abuse treatment

options commensurate with the needs of participants

defendants; these shall include programs with the VA, IDVA, a

VAC, the State, ef—Fiitimeis and community-based programs
supported and sanctioned by either or both.

(b) Any substance use disorder abwse treatment program to

which participants defemdants are referred must hold a valid

license from the Department of Human Services Division of

Substance Use Prevention and Recovery, use evidence-based

treatment, and deliver all services in accordance with 77 I11.

Adm. code 2060, including services available through the VA,

IDVA or VAC, or an egquivalent standard in any other state where

treatment may take place meet—altl—eof—the—rules—and—governing

. ey 06O ef Titie 77 of &) e

(c) The veterans ¥eterans and servicemembers court
Servieemembers—Ceourt program may, in its discretion, employ

additional services or interventions, as it deems necessary on
a case by case basis.

(d) The veterans ¥eterans and servicemembers court

Servieemembers—Cowrt program may maintain or collaborate with
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a network of mental health treatment programs and, if it is a

co-occurring mental health and substance use disorders abuse

court program, a network of substance use disorder abuse

treatment programs representing a continuum of treatment

options commensurate with the needs of the participant

defendant and available resources including programs with the

VA, the IDVA, a VAC, and the State of Illinois. When not using

mental health treatment or services available through the VA,

IDVA, or VAC, partnerships with providers certified as

community mental health or behavioral health centers shall be

prioritized, as possible.

(Source: P.A. 99-819, eff. 8-15-16.)

(730 ILCS 167/35)

Sec. 35. Violation; termination; dismissal from the

program eiseharge.

(a) If the court finds from the evidence presented,

including, but not limited to, the reports or proffers of

proof from the veterans and servicemembers court

professionals, that: (1) the participant is not complying with

the requirements of the treatment program; or (2) the

participant has otherwise violated the terms and conditions of

the program, the court may impose reasonable sanctions under

the prior written agreement of the participant, including, but

not limited to, imprisonment or dismissal of the participant

from the program and the court may reinstate criminal
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proceedings against the participant or proceed under Section

5-6-4 of the Unified Code of Corrections for a wviolation of

2
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or supervision hearing.
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the court shall

Based on the evidence presented,

(a=95)

23

determine whether the participant has violated the conditions

24

of the program and whether the participant should be dismissed

25

pursuant to the court's policies

from the program or whether,

26
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and procedures, some other alternative may be appropriate in

the interests of the participant and the public.

(a=10) A participant who i1s assigned to a substance use

disorder treatment program under this Act for an opioid use

disorder is not in violation of the terms or conditions of the

program on the basis of participation in medication-assisted

treatment under the care of a physician licensed in this State

to practice medicine in all of its branches.

(a—15) A participant may voluntarily withdraw from the

veterans and servicemembers court program in accordance with

the program's policies and procedures. Prior to allowing the

participant to withdraw, the judge shall:

(1) ensure that the participant has the right to

consult with counsel prior to withdrawal;

(2) determine in open court that the withdrawal is

made voluntarily and knowingly; and

(3) admonish the participant in open court as to

the consequences, actual or potential, which can

result from withdrawal.

Upon withdrawal, the criminal proceedings may be

reinstated against the participant or proceedings may be

initiated under Section 5-6-4 of the Unified Code of

Corrections for a wviolation of ©probation, conditional

discharge, or supervision hearing.

(a=20) A participant who has not violated the conditions

of the program in such a way as to warrant unsuccessful
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dismissal, but who is unable to complete program requirements

to qualify for a successful discharge, may be terminated from

the program as a neutral discharge.

(b) Upon successful completion of the terms and conditions
of the program, the court €ewrt may dismiss the original

charges against the participant defenmdant or successfully

terminate the participant's defendant's sentence or otherwise

discharge the participant #®iIm—e¥r—hex* from any further

proceedings against the participant Bimer—H+er in the original

prosecution.

(c) Upon successful completion of the terms and conditions

of the program, any State's Attorney in the county of

conviction, a participant, or defense attorney may move to

vacate any convictions that are eligible for sealing under the

Criminal Identification Act. A participant may immediately

file a petition to expunge vacated convictions and the

associated underlying records per the Criminal Identification

Act. If the State's Attorney moves to vacate a conviction, the

State's Attorney may not object to expungement of that

conviction or the underlying record.

(d) Veterans and servicemembers court programs may

maintain or collaborate with a network of legal aid

organizations that specialize in conviction relief to support

participants navigating the expungement and sealing process.

(Source: P.A. 96-924, eff. 6-14-10.)
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(730 ILCS 167/40 new)

Sec. 40. Education for judges. A judge assigned to preside

over a veteran and servicemembers court shall have experience,

training, and continuing education in topics including, but

not limited to:

(1) criminal law;

(2) behavioral health;

(3) confidently;

(4) ethics;

(5) evidence-based practices;

(6) substance use disorders;

(7) mental illness;

(8) co-occurring disorders; and

(9) presiding over various types of problem-solving

courts.

(730 ILCS 167/45 new)

Sec. 45, Education seminars for veterans and

servicemembers court prosecutors. Subject to appropriation,

the Office of the State's Attorneys Appellate Prosecutor shall

conduct mandatory education seminars for all prosecutors

serving in veterans and servicemembers courts throughout the

State to ensure that the problem-solving court maintains

fidelity to the problem-solving court model. Topics include,

but are not limited to, evidence-based screening, assessment

and treatment practices, target population, substance use
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disorders, mental illness, disability, co-occurring disorders,

trauma, confidentiality, criminogenic risks and needs,

incentives and sanctions, court processes, limited English

proficiency, military culture and language, and team dynamics.

(730 ILCS 167/50 new)

Sec. 50. Education seminars for veteran and servicemembers

court public defenders. Subject to appropriation, the Office

of the State Appellate Defender shall conduct mandatory

education seminars for all public defenders and assistant

public defenders practicing in veterans and servicemembers

courts throughout the State to ensure that the problem-solving

court maintains fidelity to the problem-solving court model.

Topics include, but are not limited to, evidence-based

screening, assessment and training practices, target

population, substance use disorders, mental illness,

disability, co-occurring disorders, trauma, confidentiality,

criminogenic risks and needs, incentives and sanctions, court

processes, limited English proficiency, military culture and

language, and team dynamics.

Section 15. The Mental Health Court Treatment Act 1is
amended by changing Sections 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, and 35 and

by adding Sections 41, 45, and 50 as follows:

(730 ILCS 168/5)
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Sec. 5. Purposes. The General Assembly recognizes that

individuals with diagnosable mental illness may come into

contact with the criminal justice system and be charged with

21 1leaoaa o sz PN NN S £ o+ n + 1 P I N I 1 EREE-E i

L L LI O oCT O 11V (&8 AL Al T L O - L LT T T Uil CIIT o L LI LI L _JLAQ C LT T
= 1 + 1 [« = £ o 1

SysEem—ra—Ehe—State—efF—F+13ne+s. The General Assembly also

recognizes that mental illness and substance use disorders

abgse—prebtems co-occur 1in a substantial percentage of

criminal defendants. There 1s a critical need for the =

criminal justice system to recognize individuals struggling

with these issues, provide alternatives to incarceration to

address mental 4illness, and provide appropriate access to

treatment and support to such individuals. pregram—that—witdt
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co—oeeurringmental Gl ress—and sSubstance—abuse—proebtems— It
is the intent of the General Assembly to create specialized

mental health courts in accordance with evidence-based

practices and Problem-Solving Court Standards for addressing
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substance use and co-occurring disorders with the necessary

flexibility to meet the needs for an array of services and

supports among participants in certified mental health court

r ram Bprak ]l oo ESEP-NE VN 2N R NN B N S-SR NP N NS ST 0 2~~~ =P N~ | I N NN N
9 Og ams ProoTrCmso— O Tt OCTrttoirc S w T i Circa T T T TItcsSoSto

in the State of Illinois.

(Source: P.A. 95-0606, eff. 6-1-08.)

(730 ILCS 168/10)
Sec. 10. Definitions. As used in this Act:

"Certification" means the process by which a

problem-solving court obtains approval from the Supreme Court

to operate in accordance with the Problem-Solving Court

Standards.
"Clinical treatment plan" means an evidence-based,
comprehensive, and individualized plan that: (i) is developed

by a qualified professional in accordance with Department of

Human Services substance use prevention and recovery rules

under 77 Ill. Adm. Code 2060 or an equivalent standard in any

state where treatment may take place; and (ii) defines the

scope of treatment services to be delivered by a court

treatment provider.

"Combination mental health court program" means a type of

problem-solving court that allows an individual to enter a

problem-solving court before a plea, conviction, or

disposition while also permitting an individual who has
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admitted quilt, or been found quilty, to enter a

problem-solving court as a part of the individual's sentence

or disposition.

"Community behavioral health center" means a physical site

where behavioral healthcare services are provided in

accordance with the Community Behavioral Health Center

Infrastructure Act.

"Community mental health center" means an entity:

(1) licensed by the Department of Public Health as a

community mental health center in accordance with the

conditions of participation for community mental health

centers established by the Centers for Medicare and

Medicaid Services; and

(2) that provides outpatient services, including

specialized outpatient services, for individuals who are

chronically mental ill.

"Co-occurring mental health and substance use disorders

court program" means a program that includes an individual

with co-occurring mental illness and substance use disorder

diagnoses and professionals with training and experience in

treating individuals with diagnoses of substance use disorder

and mental illness.

"Mental health court", "mental health court program",

"court", or "program" means a specially designated court,

court calendar, or docket facilitating intensive therapeutic

treatment to monitor and assist participants with mental
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illness in making positive lifestyle changes and reducing the

rate of recidivism. Mental health court programs are

nonadversarial in nature and bring together mental health

professionals and local social programs in accordance with the

Bureau of Justice Assistance and Council of State Governments

Justice Center's Essential Elements of a Mental Health Court

and the Problem-Solving Court Standards. Common features of a

mental health court program include, but are not limited to, a

designated judge and staff; specialized intake and screening

procedures; coordinated treatment procedures administered by a

trained, multidisciplinary professional team; close evaluation

of participants, including continued assessments and

modification of the court requirements and use of sanctions,

incentives, and therapeutic adjustments to address behavior;

frequent judicial interaction with participants; less formal

court process and procedures; voluntary participation; and a

low treatment staff-to-client ratio. strgetugred—7 udieiat

ERECNE SINE S TN N I £ e EENE | =N 1 =1 = 13 211
TIrcC v CITCTOTT O |3\ I 31 U & S B % i S & i o T O ST ToT

preeess

defendants—that—brings—together—mental—health professieonaltss

1 1 e i . . WETONDE . . i
"Mental health court professional” means a member of the

mental health court team, including but not limited to a

judge, prosecutor, defense attorney, probation officer,
coordinator, or treatment provider—er—peer—recovery—ecoach.
"Peer recovery coach" means a mentor assigned to a

defendant during participation in a mental health treatment
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court program who has been trained by the court, a service

provider used by the court for substance use disorder or

mental health treatment, a local service provider with an

established peer recovery coach or mentor program not

otherwise used by the court for treatment, or a Certified

Recovery Support Specialist certified by the Illinois

Certification Board. "Peer recovery coach" includes

individuals with 1lived experiences of the issues the

problem-solving court seeks to address, including, but not

limited to, substance wuse disorder, mental illness, and

co-occurring disorders or involvement with the c¢riminal

justice system. "Peer recovery coach" includes individuals

required to guide and mentor the participant to successfully

complete assigned requirements and to facilitate participants'

independence for continued success once the supports of the

court are no longer available to them.

"Post—-adjudicatory mental health court program”" means a

program that allows an individual who has admitted guilt or

has been found quilty, with the defendant's consent, and the

approval of the court, to enter a mental health court program

as part of the defendant's sentence or disposition.

"Pre-adjudicatory mental health court program" means a

program that allows the defendant, with the defendant's

consent and the approval of the court, to enter the mental

health court program before plea, conviction, or disposition

and requires successful completion of the mental health court
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program as part of the agreement.

"Problem-Solving Court Standards" means the statewide

standards adopted by the Supreme Court that set forth the

minimum regquirements for the planning, establishment,

certification, operation, and evaluation of all

problem-solving courts in this State.

"Validated clinical assessment" means a validated

assessment tool administered by a qualified clinician to

determine the treatment needs of participants. "Validated

clinical assessment”" includes assessment tools regquired by

public or private insurance.

" 5 2 n"
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(Source: P.A. 97-946, eff. 8-13-12.)

(730 ILCS 168/15)
Sec. 15. Authorization.
(a) The Chief Judge of each judicial circuit may establish

a mental health court program, in compliance with the

Problem-Solving Court Standards. At the discretion of the

Chief Judge, the mental health court program may be operated

in one or more counties of the circuit and allow defendants

from all counties within the circuit to participate. Mental

health court programs must be certified by the Supreme Court

EEECN I T
TrrC oot

«&

(b) Whenever the county boards of 2 or more counties

within the same judicial circuit determine that a single

mental health court program would best serve those counties,

the county board of each such county may adopt a resolution to

the effect that there shall be a single mental health court

program serving those counties, and shall provide a copy of

the resolution to the Chief Judge of the Jjudicial circuit.

Upon receipt of such a resolution, the Chief Judge may
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establish or, in the case of an existing mental health court

program, reorganize a single mental health court program to

serve these counties.

(Source: P.A. 95-0606, eff. 6-1-08.)

(730 ILCS 168/20)
Sec. 20. Eligibility.

(a) A defendant—whe—3s—etigible—feor—probation—Pbased—on
] £ . . L ot L » . c

oo =
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boxr ~pgwa a1 oo A
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—i+fF—anryy may be admitted into a
mental health court program only upon the consent agreement of

the defendant and with the approval of the court. A defendant

agrees to be admitted when a written consent to participate is

provided to the court 1in open court and the defendant

acknowledges understanding its contents.

(a=5) Each mental health court shall have a target

population defined in its written policies and procedures. The

policies and procedures shall define that court's eligibility

and exclusionary criteria.

(b) A defendant shall be excluded from a mental health
court program if any one of the following applies:
(1) The crime is a crime of violence as set forth in
paragraph etawse (3) of this subsection (b).
(2) The defendant does not demonstrate a willingness
to participate in a treatment program.

(3) The defendant has been convicted of a crime of
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violence within the past 5 16 years excluding

incarceration time, parole, and periods of mandatory

supervised release. As used in this paragraph (3), "crime

of violence" means: first degree murder, second degree
murder, predatory criminal sexual assault of a child,
aggravated c¢riminal sexual assault, criminal sexual
assault, armed robbery, aggravated arson, arson,
aggravated kidnapping, kidnapping, aggravated Dbattery
resulting in great bodily harm or permanent disability,

aggravated domestic battery resulting in great bodily harm

or permanent disability, aggravated criminal sexual abuse

by a person in a position of trust or authority over a

child, stalking, aggravated stalking, home invasion,

aggravated vehicular hijacking, or any offense involving

the discharge of a firearm.

(4) The defendant 1is charged with a violation of

subparagraph (F) of paragraph (1) of subsection (d) of

Section 11-501 of the Illinois Vehicle Code in which an

individual is charged with aggravated driving under the

influence that resulted in the death of another person or

when the violation was a proximate cause of the death,

unless, pursuant to subparagraph (G) of paragraph (1) of

subsection (d) of Section 11-501 of the Illinois Vehicle

Code, the court determines that extraordinary

circumstances exist and require probation. Blani—

(5) (Blank).
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(Blank) .

(6)
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Notwithstanding subsection
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Class 2 or greater felony violation of

7

or 405.2 of the Illinois
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Section 5,
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; Or

Act
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(Source: P.A. 100-426, eff. 1-1-18; 101-652, eff. 7-1-21.)

(730 ILCS 168/25)

Sec. 25. Procedure.

(a) An The—eourt——shall—reguire—ar eligibility screening

and an assessment of the defendant shall be performed as

required Dby the court's policies and procedures. The

assessment shall include a validated clinical assessment. The

clinical assessment shall include, but 1s not limited to,

assessments of substance use and mental and behavioral health

needs. The clinical assessment shall be administered by a

qualified professional and wused to inform any <clinical

treatment plans. Clinical treatment plans shall be developed,

in part, upon the known availability of treatment resources

available. Assessments for substance use disorder shall be

conducted in accordance with the Department of Human Services

substance use prevention and recovery rules contained in 77

I1l. Adm. Code 2060 or an eguivalent standard in any other

state where treatment may take place, and conducted by

individuals who meet the Department of Human Services

substance use prevention and recovery rules for professional

staff also contained within that Code, or an equivalent

standard in any other state where treatment may take place.

The assessments shall be used to inform any clinical treatment

plans. Clinical treatment plans shall be developed in

accordance with Problem-Solving Court Standards and, in part,
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upon the known availability of treatment resources. An

assessment need not be ordered if the court finds a wvalid
assessment related to the present charge pending against the
defendant has been completed within the previous 60 days.

(b) The Jjudge shall inform the defendant that if the
defendant fails to meet the conditions <xeeuixrements of the
mental health court program, eligibility to participate in the
program may be revoked and the defendant may be sentenced or
the prosecution continued+ as provided in the Unified Code of
Corrections+ for the crime charged.

(c) The defendant shall execute a written agreement as to
his or her participation in the program and shall agree to all
of the terms and conditions of the program, including but not
limited to the possibility of sanctions or incarceration for
failing to abide or comply with the terms of the program.

(d) In addition to any conditions authorized under the
Pretrial Services Act and Section 5-6-3 of the Unified Code of

Corrections, the court may order the participant to complete

mental health counseling or substance use disorder treatment

in an outpatient or residential treatment program and may

order the participant to comply with physicians'

recommendations regarding medications and all follow-up

treatment for any mental health diagnosis made by the

provider. Substance use disorder treatment programs must be

licensed by the Department of Human Services in accordance

with the Department of Human Services substance use prevention
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and recovery rules, or an eqguivalent standard in any other

state where the treatment may take place, and use

evidence-based treatment. When referring participants to

mental health treatment programs, the court shall prioritize

providers certified as community mental health or behavioral

health centers if possible. The court shall consider the least

restrictive treatment option when ordering mental health or

substance use disorder treatment for participants and the

results of clinical and risk assessments 1n accordance with

the Problem-Solving Court Standards. deferndant—to—ecompiete

mant o] i 1 +1 PSP PP S baia o rn o N = P SR P S RN NE
11T 11Ol L JLAN S NEPY @P R Sy W i A\ o U TAIT OO (¥ AW W R w C L O UL 11T L1l all UK.AL_,J:J(./LL,_L\_,LLL,
inpatient—residential;—eor —Fail—based—eusteodial—treatment
f g . 3 f

= 21 baaaod + o o Beoore o m ot oo 3z + 1
_JL/L_LJ. FA® WAL W § C L COCOUTITICIT T tJJ_U\jJ_ulll ll.lL/L_Y 11T Ay - \W W LWL wwAwW § L/_Y CII
- EEL L L] + o . £ oF a = 2 = + 1 = P I S . masz ESIENER
acC T Uliiuu LA C L UL L \juuu O LITI L L\ U i i w L\ S WPl W R Sy S ) AL I J.lI.L/L_Y L Ay [ S N (=8
f f 3 *

(e) The mental health court program shall may include a

regimen of graduated requirements, including are—rewards—and
sapetieons—inetuding—but—rot—Iimited—+e+ fines, fees, costs,
restitution, 4meareceratieon—of uwp—te—3180—daysy+ individual and

group therapy, medication, substance &¥wg analysis testing,

close monitoring by the court, awmed supervision of progress,

restitution, educational or vocational counseling as

appropriate, and other requirements necessary to fulfill the

mental health court program. Program phases, therapeutic

adjustments, incentives, and sanctions, including the use of
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jJail sanctions, shall Dbe administered in accordance with

evidence-based practices and the Problem-Solving Court

Standards. A participant's failure to pay program fines or

fees shall not prevent the participant from advancing phases

or successfully completing the program. If the participant

needs treatment for an opioid use disorder or dependence, the

court may not prohibit the participant from receiving

medication-assisted treatment under the care of a physician

licensed in this State to practice medicine in all of its

branches. Mental health court participants may not be required

to refrain from using medication-assisted treatment as a term

or condition of successful completion of the mental health

court program.

(f) The mental health court program may maintain or

collaborate with a network of mental health treatment programs

and, if it is a co-occurring mental health and substance use

disorders court program, a network of substance use disorder

treatment programs representing a continuum of treatment

options commensurate with the needs of the participant and

available resources, including programs of this State.

(g) Recognizing that individuals struggling with mental

health, addiction, and related co-occurring disorders have

often experienced trauma, mental health court programs may

include specialized service programs specifically designed to

address trauma. These specialized services may be offered to

individuals admitted to the mental health court program.
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Judicial circuits establishing these specialized programs

shall partner with advocates, survivors, and service providers

in the development of the programs. Trauma-informed services

and programming shall Dbe operated in accordance with

evidence-based best practices as outlined by the Substance

Abuse and Mental Health Service Administration's National

Center for Trauma-Informed Care.

(h) The court may establish a mentorship program that

provides access and support to program participants by peer

recovery coaches. Courts shall be responsible to administer

the mentorship program with the support of mentors and local

mental health and substance use disorder treatment

organizations.

(Source: P.A. 95-0606, eff. 6-1-08.)

(730 ILCS 168/30)

Sec. 30. Mental health and substance use disorder abuse

treatment.

(a) The mental health court program may maintain or
collaborate with a network of mental health treatment programs
and, 1f it is a co-occurring mental health and substance use
disorders @abwse court program, a network of substance use

disorder abuwse treatment programs representing a continuum of

treatment options commensurate with the needs of participants

defendants and available resources.

(b) Any substance use disorder abwse treatment program to
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which participants defermdants are referred must hold a valid

license from the Department of Human Services Division of

Substance Use Prevention and Recovery, use evidence-based

treatment, and deliver all services in accordance with 77 TI11.

Adm. Code 2060, including services available through the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, the Illinois

Department of Veterans Affairs, or the Veterans Assistance

Commission, or an equivalent standard in any other state where

treatment may take place meet—att—eoftherules—andgoverning

Baeoerie Ao o EREN Dot o 202N ol 204N £ Mo+ 7 77 £ + 1 T1 71 2 o o
r/LU\jJ-(.«LlLI.Q L 11 L AL CTo \v e av) ATl v UU L [ N Sy U ) wy 7 L CII T i S N S S A N
Dl o o4 oo 4+ o <z el =
LIUAIIT LI Lo U L LU LV O \ AW §

(c) The mental health court program may, at its

discretion, employ additional services or interventions, as it
deems necessary on a case by case basis.

(Source: P.A. 95-606, eff. 6-1-08.)

(730 ILCS 168/35)

Sec. 35. Violation; termination; dismissal from program
Hseharge.

(a) If the court finds from the evidence presented,

including, but not limited to, the reports or proffers of

proof from the mental health court professionals, that: (1)

the participant is not complying with the requirements of the

treatment program; or (2) the participant has otherwise

violated the terms and conditions of the program, the court

may impose reasonable sanctions under the prior written
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but not limited to,

including,

agreement of the participant,

1

imprisonment or dismissal of the defendant from the program

2

and the court may reinstate criminal proceedings against the

3

participant or proceed under Section 5-6-4 of the Unified Code

of probation, conditional

for a wviolation

of Corrections

5

£ 1
T LT IICo L L Ot CLIcT

PIETEAE SR =i AR

o
CLIIT —UUuULC

T o+
L

or supervision hearing.

discharge,

oot o
EEA ) A m e

=1
C

Tt o
i N ) ) R Sy WP PR W

ot
T C

ot

EEEN IR T NS

aoan

PN

oo

sz A

T

T

P oo CTITIC TSy T T OoTITy LA pwy

TOoOCIICctT

Aot
A\ A i Sy wy

+= 1

TrCTor L CIL

|
4§ S s i G Sy @ g iy

E2Y

o
T 1 OTLr

EENEIN

eV

e £ L
Prorrroro

CITT

P OCTT

A -

g

TIT

w13

PR -
OLALLa_LQJ_bLLzL.UJ__L_L_Y

EENPNEE ST N I =
TOoO T P T oIty

dafarn Aot ERPEE
ClLIC ucCc rrorirgalrc Lo

+ 1

(1
L7

10

P2 EEECNEV D NP E N2
O T o9 T Attty

PP AP
TS S LY T

11

12

13

il ~ b
oo cTT

o

PEVSE IR CNE RPN
|7y s e s & e

n

K]
L 11

=3

oF

n
IS A

+= 1 Adafarn Ao =
CTIIC T CTITaTIr T IO

L2
7

14

PN Y
T

£V

CIIC pJ_ A E= 117

o
O

P R,
UllTo U L TN L

EPSIN SNPZNEP
i B 5 B o

TI It

e b oo

aal
ITOC T Ity

£V
T

15

16

3o
TS LOT

=

acontaon
[SA Sy ¥ a I S ) L

eV
T

+ 1 e o ore A eV
CITC oyl O TS Ul

e

el
UL A L O L ULLO L

o

17

Py
r

PR S P I
cO—PaorcIrCTPTocT

PN

n

23

= oo 2|
TCT OO orraorT

Sz

n
Ty

18

19

20

N v e
ISE=ATAS E=Re 11y

L
Tl

o

PENE = 3 s ooy =1 dafanrn Ao b
Trc OTLT Oroliitrooa L OL clrrc— oC T CIroaorrc T L OTtt

.

IR NE N P
TIPS OTIIT

21

TITItt

EEE-NPE S NI

oF
o9 o C

o PNIEREENPEVE
CCeeTTTITS

LN
T

P IR EE
|\ s s g s s e

SN S
J SN NP S B YWD ) U @ B WP )

=

Sz

iyt o
UL J.ll.(_/L_Y

=1
CIT

ol
TIrcr

22

23

P

et
AN N N B N R S U S N R O € R

=

n

P Baral o+ o
O PTrovTTtTOTty

1o

4

VITOoOTacCcITUIrT

EX3

oy

PR
UL L T O T IUITO

EVSEPS

24

P P T NNE e S | = PSRN
SoptCTvIoSTO IS g

T

wor

S ESICAT 2 e mans ) ey

g3 ook

25

the court shall

Based on the evidence presented,

(a=3)

26




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

26

102005B2565ham002 -62- LRB102 16553 RLC 37801 a

determine whether the participant has violated the conditions

of the program and whether the participant should be dismissed

from the program or whether, pursuant to the court's policies

and procedures, some other alternative may be appropriate in

the interests of the participant and the public.

(a=10) A participant may voluntarily withdraw from the

mental health court program in accordance with the mental

health court program's policies and procedures. Prior to

allowing the participant to withdraw, the judge shall:

(1) ensure that the participant has the right to

consult with counsel prior to withdrawal;

(2) determine in open court that the withdrawal is

made voluntarily and knowingly; and

(3) admonish the participant in open court, as to

the consequences, actual or potential, which <can

result from withdrawal.

Upon withdrawal, the criminal proceedings may be

reinstated against the participant or proceedings may be

initiated under Section 5-6-4 of the Unified Code of

Corrections for a violation of ©probation, conditional

discharge, or supervision hearing.

(a=15) No participant defenmdant may be dismissed from the

program unless, prior to such dismissal, the participant

defendant 1s informed in writing: (i) of the reason or reasons
for the dismissal; (ii) the evidentiary basis supporting the

reason Or reasons for the dismissal; (iid) that the
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participant defemdant has a right to a hearing at which he or

she may present evidence supporting his or her continuation in

(a—20) A participant who has not violated the conditions

of the program in such a way as to warrant unsuccessful

dismissal, but who is unable to complete program requirements

to qualify for a successful discharge, may be terminated from

the program as a neutral discharge.

(b) Upon successful completion of the terms and conditions
of the program, the court may dismiss the original charges

against the participant defemdant or successfully terminate

the participant's defendant's sentence or otherwise discharge

the participant Bim—er—her from the program or from any further

proceedings against the participant Bim—er—her in the original

prosecution.

(c) Upon successful completion of the terms and conditions

of the program, any State's Attorney in the county of

conviction, a participant, or defense attorney may move to

vacate any convictions that are eligible for sealing under the

Criminal Identification Act. A participant may immediately

file a petition to expunge vacated convictions and the
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associated underlying records per the Criminal Identification

Act. If the State's Attorney moves to vacate a conviction, the

State's Attorney may not object to expungement of that

conviction or the underlying record.

(d) The mental health court program may maintain or

collaborate with a network of legal aid organizations that

specialize in conviction relief to support participants

navigating the expungement and sealing process.

(Source: P.A. 95-606, eff. 6-1-08.)

(730 ILCS 168/41 new)

Sec. 41. Education seminars for judges. A judge assigned

to preside over a mental health court shall have experience,

training, and continuing education in topics including, but

not limited to:

(1) criminal law;

(2) behavioral health;

(3) confidently;

(4) ethics;

(5) evidence-based practices;

(6) substance use disorders;

(7) mental illness;

(8) co-occurring disorders; and

(9) presiding over various types of problem-solving

courts.
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(730 ILCS 168/45 new)

Sec. 45. FEducation seminars for mental health court

prosecutors. Subject to appropriation, the O0Office of the

State's Attorneys Appellate Prosecutor shall conduct mandatory

education seminars for all prosecutors serving in mental

health courts throughout the State to ensure that the

problem-solving court maintains fidelity to the

problem-solving court model. Topics include, but are not

limited to, evidence-based screening, assessment and treatment

practices, target population, substance use disorders, mental

illness, disability, co-occurring disorders, trauma,

confidentiality, criminogenic risks and needs, incentives and

sanctions, court processes, limited English proficiency, and

team dynamics.

(730 ILCS 168/50 new)

Sec. 50. Education seminars for mental health court public

defenders. Subject to appropriation, the Office of the State

Appellate Defender shall conduct mandatory education seminars

for all public defenders and assistant public defenders

practicing in mental health courts throughout the State to

ensure that the problem-solving court maintains fidelity to

the problem-solving court model. Topics include, but are not

limited to, evidence-based screening, assessment and treatment

practices, target population, substance use disorders, mental

illness, disability, co-occurring disorders, trauma,
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confidentiality, criminogenic risks and needs, incentives and

sanctions, court processes, limited English proficiency, and

team dynamics.

(730 ILCS 168/40 rep.)
Section 20. The Mental Health Court Treatment Act 1is

amended by repealing Section 40.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becoming law.".



