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AN ACT concerning veterans.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assembly:

Section 5. The Counties Code 1s amended Dby changing

Section 5-2006 as follows:

(55 ILCS 5/5-2006) (from Ch. 34, par. 5-2006)

Sec. 5-2006. Tax for Veterans Assistance Commission

erans—assistanree—eommissiern. The county board of each
county having a population of less than 3 million in which
there 1is a Veterans Assistance Commission as provided in
Section 9 of the Military Veterans Assistance Act may levy a
tax of not to exceed .03% of the assessed value annually on all
taxable property of the county, for the purpose of providing
assistance to military veterans and their families pursuant to
such Act. Whenever not less than 10% of the electors of the
county petition the county board to levy the tax at not to
exceed .04% of the assessed wvalue, the county board shall
certify the proposition to the proper election officials who
shall submit the proposition at the next general election in
accordance with the general election law. If a majority of the
electors vote in favor of the proposition, the county board

may, annually, levy the tax as authorized. The proceeds of any

tax so levied shall be used exclusively for the assistance
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purposes authorized thereunder, and a portion thereof may be
expended for the salaries or expenses of any officers or
employees of the Veterans Assistance Commission or for any
other expenses incident to the administration of such
assistance.

The tax shall be separate from all other taxes which the

county is authorized to i+nadditien—+toall eother taxes—whiech

=1 =
crrc—

oarty—is—autherized—toe levy on the aggregate valuation of
the property within the county and shall not be included in any
tax limitation of the rate upon which taxes are required to be
extended, but shall be excluded therefrom and in addition
thereto. The tax shall be levied and collected in like manner
as the general taxes of the county, and, when collected, shall

be paid into a special fund in the county treasury and used

only as herein authorized, or disbursed from the county

treasury of a county in which a properly organized Veterans

Assistance Commission 1s authorized under Section 3-11008 of

this Code.

The limitations on tax rates herein provided may Dbe
increased or decreased under the referendum provisions of the
General Revenue Law of Illinois.

If a county has levied the tax herein authorized or
otherwise meets the conditions set out in Section 12-21.13 of
Lthe Illinois Public Aid Codet, to qualify for State funds to
supplement local funds for public purposes under Articles III,

IV, v, VI, and IX ¥ of that Code and otherwise meets the
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conditions set out in Article XII of that Code for receipt of
State aid, the Illinois Department of Human Services shall
allocate and pay to the county such additional sums as it
determines to be necessary to meet the needs of assistance to
military veterans and their families in the county and
expenses incident to the administration of such assistance. In

counties where a Veterans Assistance Commission has been

properly created, those County Veterans Assistance Commissions

shall be in charge of the administration of such assistance

provided under the TIllinois Public Aid Code for military

veterans and their families.

(Source: P.A. 89-507, eff. 7-1-97.)

Section 10. The Illinois Public Aid Code is amended by

changing Section 2-14 as follows:

(305 ILCS 5/2-14) (from Ch. 23, par. 2-14)

Sec. 2-14. "Local governmental unit". Every county, city,
village, incorporated town or township charged with the duty
of providing public aid under Article VI; and County Veterans

Assistance Commissions providing general assistance to

rdigent—war veterans and their families under Section
12-21.13 of Article XITI.

However, should any Section of this Code impose the
obligation of providing medical assistance to persons who are

non-residents of the State of Illinois upon a local
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governmental unit, the term "local governmental unit" shall
not include townships. In such case the obligation for
providing medical assistance to non-residents which would
otherwise Dbe the duty of a township shall become the
obligation of the Department of Healthcare and Family
Services.

(Source: P.A. 95-331, eff. 8-21-07.)

Section 15. The Military Veterans Assistance Act 1is
amended by changing Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10

as follows:

(330 ILCS 45/1) (from Ch. 23, par. 3081)

Sec. 1. Definitions. As used 1n this Act:

"Veteran service organization" means a post, ship, camp,

chapter, or detachment of a congressionally chartered or state

chartered organization.

Fhe—+erm "Administrator ©&werseer of military veterans

assistance" means the commanders of the wvarious veteran

service organizations, the superintendent of a County Veterans

Assistance Commission, or other —as—usedin—thisAet—shatltbe

P B =
C LU T |y 1T

oS aA—a++ persons whose duty it is, under the
existing statutes, to care for, relieve or maintain, wholly or
in part, any person who may be entitled to such assistance
under the statutes of the State of Illinois. This Act shall not

infringe upon the mandated powers and authorities vested in
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the Illinois Department of Veterans' Affairs.

(Source: P.A. 87-796.)

(330 ILCS 45/2) (from Ch. 23, par. 3082)

Sec. 2. For the just, necessary, and needed assistance and

services assistapee of military veterans, who served in the

Armed Forces of the United States and whose last discharge

from the service was honorable or general under honorable

conditions —wheose—tastE—dischars From—Eth SeriFie S
kernerabte to be eligible for assistance, their families, and
the families of deceased veterans with service as described in

this Section who need assistance and services.

(1) The supervisor of general assistance or the county

board shall provide such sums of money as may be just and

necessary to be drawn by the commander, quartermaster or

commandant of any pest—ship—campr—chapter—ordetachment
veterans service organization, in the city or town, or the
superintendent of any Veterans' Assistance Commission of
the county, wupon the recommendation of the assistance

committee of that veterans service organization or +he

4
T

posty sHip+ Sesnio ehapter—eoer Veterans' Assistance

Commission.

(A) Funding for Veterans Assistance Commissions

may be derived from 3 sources, if applicable:

(1) a tax levied under Section 5-2006 of the
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Counties Code and Section 12-21.13 of the Illinois

Public Aid Code;

(ii) funds from the county general corporate

fund; and

(1ii) State funds from the Department of Human

Services.

(B) The minimum amount to be provided annually to

Veterans Assistance Commissions is provided in Section

12-21.13 of the Illinois Public Aid Code, unless the

delegates of the County Veterans Assistance Commission

determine that a lesser amount covers the Fjust and

necessary sums.

(2) If any supervisor of general assistance or county
board fails or refuses after such recommendation to
provide amy¥ Jjust and necessary sums of money for such

assistance, then the veteran service organization

7 7 7 or the
superintendent of any Veterans' Assistance Commission
located in the district of such supervisor of general
assistance or such county board shall apply to the circuit
court of the district or county for relief by mandamus
upon the supervisor of general assistance or county board
requiring him, her or it to pay, or to appropriate and pay
such sums of money, and upon proof made of the justice and

necessity of the claim, the circuit court shall grant the

sums SO requested suwehassistanee
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(3) Such sums of money shall be drawn in the manner now

provided under Section 5-2006 of the Counties Code and

Section 12-21.13 of the Tllinois Public Aid Code by—Faw

£
L

er—the—assistance—of —+the—peer. Orders of commanders,
quartermasters, commandants, or superintendents of those

veterans service organizations or those Veterans'

Assistance Commissions shall be proper warrants wegehers
for the expenditure of such sums of money.

(Source: P.A. 87-796.)

(330 ILCS 45/3) (from Ch. 23, par. 3083)

Sec. 3. In case there is no veteran service pest—or—ecamp—oF

a—mirEary—vete¥rans organization, in any town in which it 1is

necessary that such assistance as provided in Section 2 should

be granted, the administrator everseer of military veterans

assistance shall accept and pay the orders drawn, as

hereinbefore provided by the commander, quartermaster or

commandant of any veteran service organization pest—er—ecamp—of

i terans—ergantzatieon, upon the recommendation of
an assistance committee, who shall be residents of the said
town in which the assistance may be furnished.

(Source: P.A. 87-796.)

(330 ILCS 45/4) (from Ch. 23, par. 3084)
Sec. 4. Upon the taking effect of this Act, the commander

of any veteran service organization or any properly created
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Veterans Assistance Commission pest—eor—eamp—of—a—mititary

eraps—organtgatiern, which shall undertake the assistance of
military veterans and their families, as hereinbefore
provided, before the acts of the commander, quartermaster, or
commandant shall be operative in any city or town, shall file

with the city clerk of such city or town clerk of such town, or

administrator everseer of military veterans assistance of such

town or county, a notice that said veteran service

organization or Veterans Assistance Commission gesE—campy

ehapter—eor—detachment intends to undertake such assistance as

is provided by this Act, and such notice shall contain the

names of the assistance committee of the wveteran service

organization or Veterans Assistance Commission pest—ecampy

ehapter—er—detaehment in such city or town, and the commander

and other officers of said veteran service organization or

Veterans Assistance Commission pests R chapter—oFr

detaehment. And the commander of the veteran service

organization or Veterans Assistance Commission gest—ecampy

r—edetaehment shall annually thereafter, during the
month of October, file a similar notice with the city or town

clerk, or the administrator ewverseer of military veterans

assistance, also a detailed statement of the amount of
assistance furnished during the preceding year, with the names
of all persons to whom such assistance shall have Dbeen
furnished, together with a brief statement in such case from

the assistance committee upon whose recommendation the orders
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were drawn. Any person who fails or neglects so to do at the
time required by this Act shall be guilty of a petty offense
and fined $250 to be recovered in the name of the county in the
circuit court.

(Source: P.A. 87-796.)

(330 ILCS 45/5) (from Ch. 23, par. 3085)
Sec. 5. The auditing board of any city or town or county

auditor, or the administrator ewerseer of military veterans

assistance of any city, town, or county, may require of the

commander, quartermaster, or commandant of any veteran service

organization, or superintendent of any properly organized

Veterans Assistance Commission er—detachment—of—any—Ppost—or

camp—ef—amilitary—veterans—erganizatien, undertaking such

assistance in any city or town, a bond with sufficient and

satisfactory sureties for the faithful and honest discharge of
their duties under this Act.

(Source: P.A. 87-796.)

(330 ILCS 45/6) (from Ch. 23, par. 3086)
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or commandant of every other veteran service organization

+
T

post—eamp—chaPp etaehment, as the case may be, within
said limits, on the first day of each month, a written list of
the names of all persons to whom assistance has been granted
during the preceding month, under the provisions of this Act.

(Source: P.A. 87-796.)

(330 ILCS 45/8) (from Ch. 23, par. 3088)

Sec. 8. The commander, quartermaster, or commandant of any
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Veterans' Assistance Commission of Illinois shall annually
report to the Governor, on or before the first day of January
of each vyear, such portions of the transactions of the

aforementioned veteran service organization or Veterans

Assistance Commission seterams'leorganizations relating thereto

as the commander or superintendent ke may deem to be of

interest to that organization and the people of the State.

(Source: P.A. 87-796.)

(330 ILCS 45/9) (from Ch. 23, par. 3089)
Sec. 9. Veterans Assistance Commission.
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the veteran service organizations may come together to form as
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shall begin their term of office poest——ecamp—urits
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(2) Except as provided 1in paragraph (3), veteran

service organizations pests—eampsST—oRTEST cehaptersy

hips i ] s L1y . .
shall be permitted to select one delegate and one
alternate.

(3) In counties with 5 or more of the same veteran

service organizations - - : 7 -
ships—eor—detaehments—eof —fthe ——Seme—mititary —veterans
orgapization, all the constituent veteran service
organizations pests—ecamps—untEs—echapters;,——ships—or

detaehments—ef—suveh—militarvy—organizatiens shall be

permitted to select a single delegate and single alternate

to represent that veteran service organization mititarsy

Feterans—organizatien instead of each constituent veteran

service organization pest—ecamp—unit—echapter——shipr—or

detaehment selecting one delegate and one alternate. For
the purposes of meeting the majority requirement of this

subsection, when the constituent groups of a veteran

service organization miditary—veterans—eorganizatien choose

to select a single delegate and single alternate, the
single delegate and single alternate shall represent the

aggregate percentage of the constituent groups.

(4) If a wveteran service organization pest—ecamps
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of the administration of any benefits provided under Articles

VI and IX of the Illinois Public Aid Code for military veterans

and their families. The Veterans Assistance Commission shall

represent veterans in their application for benefits through

State and federal agencies, including representing veterans in

their appeals of adverse decisions. The superintendent of the

Veterans Assistance Commission and its employees must comply

with the procedures and regulations adopted by the Veterans
Assistance Commission and the regulations of the Department of
Human Services. To further the intent of this Act of assisting
military wveterans, this Act is to be construed so that the
Veterans Assistance Commission shall provide needed services
to eligible veterans.

(Source: P.A. 102-484, eff. 8-20-21.)

(330 TLCS 45/10) (from Ch. 23, par. 3090)
Sec. 10. The executive powers of the Commission eemmissieon

shall be vested in a superintendent elected by the Commission

who received an honorable discharge from eeommission—fromamons

theose—wheo—served—3rn the armed forces of the United States. The

superintendents designated superintendent of the Veterans

Assistance Commission Superintendent—of VeteransAssistanece of

the countys+ shall, under the direction of the Commission
eemmissiern, have charge of and maintain an office 1in the

county building or a ethke® central location within the county,

to be used solely by the Commission eemmissiern for providing
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the Jjust, necessary, and needed services mandated by law

£5 tapree—work. The county shall provide for

[0)]

PN o 2 NP
Cortty Tt O T TTOo O L

the funding of the office and furnish all necessary supplies,

including telephone, printing, stationery, and postage
therefor.

The county board shall, in any county where a Veterans
Assistance Commission 1s organized, in addition to sums

appropriated for these just, necessary, and needed services as

provided by law and approved by the Commission assistarce—and

emergerey—assistanee—purpeses under this Act, appropriate such

additional sums, upon recommendation of the Veterans

Assistance Commission anrd—as—approved—by—the—eountyPoard, to

properly compensate the officers and employees required to

administer such assistance. Sweh—eeounty board—eapproveat——shalt

hi-s—emptoyees—ta—a—FustE—manrpe¥- The county board shall also
provide funds to the Commission eemmissiern to reimburse the
superintendent, officers, delegates and employees for certain
expenses which are approved by the Commission eemmissiern. The
superintendent and other employees shall be employees of the
Veterans Assistance Commission, and no provision in this

Section or elsewhere in this Act shall be construed to mean
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that they are employees of the county.
Superintendents, subject to rules formulated by the

Commission eemmissiern, shall select, as far as possible,

Veteran Service Officers seeretaries and other employees from

among herperablty—diseharged military veterans who did not

receive a bad conduct or dishonorable discharge as—defined—in

Seetiern—2, or their survising spouses.

In a county with 1less than 2,000,000 inhabitants, the
superintendent may, 1n conformance with subsection (f) of
Section 3-9005 of the Counties Code, request legal assistance
from the State's Attorney serving the county in which the
Veterans Assistance Commission is located.

Superintendents of all counties subject to this Act, when

required by the Commission, eemmissierns shall give bond in the

sum of $2,000 for the faithful performance of their duties.

All persons elected or selected to fill positions provided
for in this Section shall be exempt from the operation and
provisions of any civil service act or laws of this State, and

the secretary of the Commission eemmissiern shall be appointed

i . 11 ‘;I\;\,TVT r iJ_ L 11 J__L_Lilluj_s_) J_uJ\J_Li\_/ ﬂiu
b the superintendent H - £—UTh T ireors—Pubtie—ATd

(Source: P.A. 102-56, eff. 7-9-21.)
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(330 ILCS 45/11 rep.)
Section 20. The Military Veterans Assistance Act 1is

amended by repealing Section 11.



