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Speaker

Past or

Speaker

O Brien

Madi gan: "The House shall conme to order. The Menbers
shall be in their chairs. W shall be led in prayer today
by Lee Crawford, the Assistant Pastor of the Victory Tenple
Church in Springfield. The guests in the gallery may w sh
to rise and join us for the invocation and the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance. "

Crawford: "May we bow our heads and |ift our hearts. Most
graci ous and kind and sovereign God, it is this norning
that we hunbly cone before You with this psalmthat's on
our heart. It said for the Lord is our shepherd | shal

not want. For he nmaketh nme to lie down in green pastures.
He | eadeth ne beside the still waters. He restoreth ny
soul . He |eadeth nme in the path of righteousness for his
nanmesake. Says yea, though I walk through the valley of
t he shadow of death, says that | will fear no evil for Thou
art wwth me. Says Your rod and Your staff they confort ne.
You prepare the table before ne in the presence of mne
enem es. Thou anointed ny head with oil; ny cup runneth
over. So surely goodness and nercy shall follow ne all the

days of ny life. And so Lord, | pray this day that You

woul d be our shepherd. This day that You will lie us down
in the green pastures of Your ways, that You will |ead us
beside the still waters of |life, that You would give our

souls restoration and righteousness for Your nanesake.
That You would give us not to fear no evil but to trust in
Your rod and Your staff. So this we kindly ask and pray.
Amen. "

Madi gan: "We shall be led in the Pledge of Allegiance by
Representative O Brien."

- et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,

one nation under God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice
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for all."

Speaker Madigan: "Roll Call for Attendance. Representati ve
Currie.”

Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker. Please let the record show that

Speaker

Bost :

Speaker

Cerk

Speaker

Representative Sharp i s excused today."

Madi gan: "M . Bost."
"Thank you, M. Speaker. Wuld the record reflect that
Representative Eileen Lyons is excused today."

Madi gan: "The Cderk shall take the record. There being

115 Menbers responding to the Attendance Roll Call, there
is a quorumpresent. M. derk."
Rossi: "Conmttee Reports. Representative Barbara Fl ynn
Currie, Chairperson fromthe Conmttee on Rules, to which
the follow ng nmeasure/s was/were referred, action taken on
Novenmber 29, 2000, reported the sane back wth t he
following recomendation/s: Amendatory Veto Accept Motions
approved for consi derati on on Senat e Bill 1382.
Representative Scott, Vice Chairperson from the Committee
on Judiciary |, to which the follow ng neasure/s was/were
referred, action taken on Wadnesday, Novenber 29, 2000,
reported the sanme back with the foll ow ng recommendati on/s:
"do pass Short Debate' Senate Bill 1975. Representative
Bur ke, Chairperson from the Commttee on Executive, to
which the followng neasure/s was/were referred, action
taken on Wednesday, Novenber 29, 2000, reported the sane
back wth the followng recomendation/s: 'do pass as
amended Short Debate' Senate Bill 1276; recomends 'be
adopted' Floor Anendnment #3 to Senate Bill 575; be approved
for consideration, Mtion to Concur with Senate Amendnent
#1 to House Bill 3617. Supplenmental Calendar #1 1is being
di stributed."

Madi gan: "On page 4 of the Calendar, on the O der of
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Amendatory Vetoes, there appears Senat e Bill 1382.
Representative Schoenberg. The Gentleman wi shes to take

this Bill out of the record. M. Burke. |Is M. Burke 1in
the chanber? Senate Bill 1404. M. Burke."

Burke: "Thank you, Speaker. On Senate Bill 1404, | would nove to
accept the GCGovernor's Anmendatory Veto. |1'd be happy to
answer any questions."

Speaker Madi gan: "The Gentl eman noves to accept the Governor's
specific recommendat i ons for change. s there any
di scussion? M. Black."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. Are you feeling better
today? Are you feeling better?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Whenever | see your smling face, M. Black, I
feel better.”

Bl ack: "Thank vyou. Thank you. 1'Il bring you sonme nore tonic.
Woul d t he Sponsor yiel d?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Bl ack: "Representative, forgive ne, it's been a long tine since
we visited this issue last. At one tinme | renmenber getting
a call and possibly a letter and | can't find it in ny
file, fromthe Lions Club, the Lions Cubs who have been
doing a hearing testing in their little nobile vans around
the state for years and years and years. And | think their
guestion was, is there anything in this Bill that would
prevent them from doing that. The people that vol unteer
their services, | assune, are audiologists and will not be
taken out of doing that by this Bill."

Burke: "There is nothing in this |egislation that woul d hanper
any of those very fine organizations, such as Lions that
would do audiology testing for free for the public's
wel fare. This does not affect that activity whatsoever."

Black: "All right. | appreciate that very nuch. Thank you."
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Bur ke: "Thank you."

Speaker Madi gan: "The Gentl eman noves to accept the Governor's
specific recommendations for change. Those in favor
signify by voting 'aye'; those opposed by voting 'no'.
This is final passage. Have all voted who wish? This is

final passage. M. derk, take the record. On this

guestion, there are 115 people voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no'.

The House does accept t he Governor's specific
recommendations for change. And this Bill, having received
a Constitutional Majority, is hereby decl ared passed. For

what purpose does M. Mrrow seek recognition?"

Morrow. "Thank you, M. Speaker. | rise on a point of personal
privilege. | would like to introduce the fornmer aldernman
of the 17th Ward and now currently the Executive D rector
of the Chicago Housing Authority, Terry Peterson. He's in
the well here. G ve hima round of applause. | believe
they're holding a briefing for the Chicago delegation.
They're holding a briefing on the CHA policies this
afternoon after Session. You mght want to attend that
briefing for those Menbers who have public housing in their
districts. Thank you."

Speaker Madi gan: "For what purpose does Representative Silva seek
recogni tion?"

Silva: "I rise for a point of personal privilege. | would Iike
to welcome the students and the teachers fromthe mddle
school in Little Village."

Speaker Madi gan: "M . Beaubien."

Beaubien: "I rise on a point of personal privilege. 1'd like to
introduce to the House the honors political science class
from G aysl ake H gh School and their teachers. They're up
in the audience. Let's give thema big welcone."

Speaker Madigan: "The Supplenental Cal endar #1, there appears on
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the Order of Concurrence, House Bill 3617. Representati ve
Currie.”

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. | nove the

House do concur on Senate Amendnent 1 to House Bill 3617.
Four years ago the General Assenbly passed |egislation
signed by the Governor, to create in DuPage County, a
county board and separately a forest preserve district.
This legislation, this Amendnent today cleans up sone
problenms with that original proposal. First, it insures
that the date at which the two boards begin operation is
identical, which was overlooked in the original plan.
Second, it provides for the election of the forest preserve
board <chairman, countywide. And third, it sets a |level of

salary cap, as it were, for the <chairman of the forest

preserve district. | know of no opposition. This is
basically cleanup legislation. 1|'d be happy to answer your
guestions and |1'd appreciate your support for t he

Concurrence Motion."

Speaker Madigan: "The Lady has noved that the House does concur
in Senate Anmendnent #1 to House Bill 3617. s there any
di scussi on? Representative Andrea More."

Moore: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker WMadi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Moore: "Just one question that | had. | cannot recollect,
Representative, this Bill provides for 18 county board
menbers. And during the reapportionnent process nornmally,

board nenbers are allowed to decide for thensel ves how many
menbers they would I|ike to have and whether they're
single-nmenber or nulti-nmenber districts. How is that
addr essed?"

Currie: "This Amendnent doesn't change that provision of current

| aw. What it does do... the legislation that reduces the
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nunber has al ready been enact ed. That's | aw And any
decisions that get nmde, | do not believe are changed by
this Bill. This really deals with the timng when the two

new boards take effect and the election of the forest
preserve chairman countyw de, and third, a salary cap for
t he individual who wins that post."

Moore: "So, the idea of how many board nenbers will be there in
the forest preserve will have to be decided by the current
county board, is that it?"

Currie: "This does not change current law with respect with that
question. And | believe that the nunber of nenbers of the
forest preserve district wll be seven. The nunber of

menbers of the county board will be 18. And that was part

of the original Bill that was adopted four years ago."
Moore: "Ckay. So, at reapportionnment if they wish to change that
they still have the authority to do that."
Currie: "I don't think this Arendnent changes... yes, there's no

change in current [aw on that question."

Moore: "Ckay. Thank you.™

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Cow i shaw. "

Cow i shaw. "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Cow i shaw. "Representative Currie, | was the Sponsor of this
| egislation when it was originally proposed, worked for a
very long tine with the nenbers of the DuPage County Board
in order to do whatever was... sonething that everybody
woul d agree to. At that time there were very serious
concerns about salaries. Could you please tell ne briefly,
what are the salary provisions in this Arendnent ?"

Currie: "In this Amendnent, the conpensation of the forest
preserve president is set at 85% of +the salary of the

chai rman of the county board.™
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Curri
Cow i
Curri
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Curri

Cow i
Curri

Cow i

Curri

Cow i

Curri

Cow i

Curri

Cow i

shaw. "The salary of the president of the forest preserve
district is set at 85% of whatever the salary is for the
chai rman of the county board."

e: "That's correct."

shaw. "And both of those positions are el ected countyw de."

e: "Both of those positions will be elected countyw de."

shaw. "lIsn't that the principal change?"

e: "Well, the principal change is making sure that the two
new boards start at the sanme tinme. The statute adopted in
1996..."

shaw. "Yes, | under..."

e. " ... created a lot of... a lack of clarity about who was
where, when and what governing board was in charge."

shaw. "Right. | understand that was, however, sinply a
technical flawin the |language of the legislation, as it
was originally enacted. The major change, however, is that
in that legislation..."

e: "Timng and 85% Those are the two major changes in the
Bill."

shaw. "And the fact that the president of the forest

preserve district, under this Amendnent IS el ected
count yw de. "

e: "That's right."

shaw. "Is not sinply elected froma district and then chosen
by the other county board nenbers.”

e: "That's right. Those are the three changes: timng,
salary cap, and district-wide election of the chairman of
the forest preserve district."

shaw. "Very good. This is an issue that is very inportant,

not only to people who live in DuPage County, but those who
l[ive in other counties that may at sometine in the future

choose to try to do sonething simlar to this so that we


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

130t h Legi sl ative Day Novenber 29, 2000

nterest that are

avoid those potential <conflicts of
i nvol ved when a county board nenber al so serves as a forest
preserve comm ssioner. And of course, the interests of
those two bodies nay not always be in accord. Could you
pl ease tell me who sponsored the Senate Amendnent in the
Senate, or has it not been adopted in the Senate?"

Currie: "l believe that Senator Philip is the Sponsor of the Bil
and is the Sponsor of the Senate Anendnent. And it's
al ways a pleasure for ne to work with Senator Philip from
DuPage County."

Cow i shaw. "Thank vyou very nmuch. | also enjoy that privilege.
And | nuch appreciate your answers to these questions.
Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gent|l eman from Cook, Representative Acevedo."

Acevedo: "M . Speaker, | rise on a point of personal privilege."

Speaker Hartke: "State your point."

Acevedo: "M . Speaker, at this time I'd like to introduce Deputy
Chief for the Gty of Chicago Police Departnent, Deputy
Denni s Lesni ak and Lieutenant Colonel from the Selective
Service, Genn Ford. Wlcone to Springfield."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gentleman from Verm |ion, Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. An inquiry of the
Chair."

Speaker Hartke: "State your inquiry."

Bl ack: "The junbotron says we're concurring in Senate Amendnents.
| only find one Anendnent. |s there one or nore than one?"

Speaker Hartke: "M. Cderk."

Clerk Rossi: "Just one Amendnent. Senate Anendnment #1."

Black: "Was this not wupdated this nmorning? M inquiry is the

anal ysis on the electronic systemis not the analysis |
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have in ny file. The analysis in ny file is dated today.
It is not the sane as the partisan analysis on our side of
t he ai sl e. l's t hat 1Y faul t? "1l  take full
responsibility if it is.”
Speaker Hartke: "M. Cerk, do you have an answer for M. Black?"

Clerk Rossi: "Representative Black, | have no control over the

parti san anal yses on your..."

Black: "In other words | have not updated the partisan anal ysis
on ny side of the aisle. 1'Il take full responsibility for
that."

Clerk Rossi: "Yes, Sir. Yes, Sir."

Black: "Okay. But | would like ny Menbers on ny side of the
aisle to know the analysis that they're reading on their
| aptop may not be the actual |anguage of the anal ysis under
consideration. And | would sinply caution themon that."

Speaker Hartke: "M . Black, would you like to cone over to our
side of the aisle and read the anal ysis?"

Black: "I've had several offers. M free agency year is comng
up very quickly and like Sammy Sosa and Mark Gace, |I'm
certainly interested in the market."

Speaker Hartke: "Thank you. Anything further, M. Bl ack?"

Bl ack: " No. | have no questions on the Anendnment. | would just
caution sone Menbers that there is considerably nore detai
on the witten analysis that was done this norning than
there is on our laptop and I'lIl take responsibility for
that. So if some of them want to check the witten
anal ysis before they vote they should talk with our staff.
Because there's considerably nore to this than what appears
on our electronic analysis."

Speaker Hartke: "Thank you, M. Black. Further discussion? The
Chair recogni zes Representative Johnson."

Johnson, Tom " Sponsor yield?"
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Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor says she'll yield."

Johnson, Tom "To the Bill here. | just want this Body to be
aware and understand the ram fications of this Bill. You

Speaker

Curri e:

Speaker

know, we in DuPage County, we want you on the other side of
this aisle to take note how bipartisan we are to permt a
Denocrat to carry a Bill for our Republican county. Now |
woul d hope that in the spirit of bipartisanship in the next
Session that President Stroger will take note of that and
that Mayor Daley will take note of that and permt sone of
us from DuPage County to carry his Bill. But | do want to
congratul ate you, Representative Currie, for sonehow making
the grade in roads into the great county of DuPage and that
you are so honored to carry a piece of legislation for us,
a piece that many of us have never even seen. So, thank
you. "

Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Lady from Cook, Representative Jones, Shirley Jones. She's
declined her opportunity to question the Sponsor. Seeing

no one else is seeking recognition, Representative Currie

to close.™
"Thank you, Speaker, | ask for your support for the
Concurrence Motion. Three sinple things; concur in

creation of the two separate boards; countyw de el ection of
the forest preserve district chairman; and a sal ary cap,
85% of the county board chairman's salary for the person
who serves the forest preserve district in that sanme role.
It's nmy pleasure to bring you this excellent |egislation
for DuPage County and to work so closely with Senator
Philip and all of ny colleagues fromthe county of DuPage."

Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House concur in
Senate Amendnent #1 to House Bill 3617?" This is final

action. All those in favor will signify by voting 'yes';

10
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t hose opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have al
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted

who wish? M. derk, take the record. On Senate Amendnment

#1 on House Bill 3617 on concurrence, there are 115 Menbers
voting 'yes', O voting 'no', and O voting 'present'. And
this Bill, having received a Constitutional Majority, 1is

hereby declared passed. On today's Cal endar on page 4, on
the Oder of Anendatory Vetoes is Senate Bill 1382.
Representative Schoenberg. M. derk. M. Schoenberg.”

Schoenberg: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. | urge the Menbers to accept the Governor's
Amendatory Veto on Senate Bill 1382. The Amendatory Veto
clarifies | anguage of the Bill with relation to what the
mandatory mninmuns are for the felony violation of crimnal
def acenent of property. There's no opposition to this and
| urge your support.”

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Parke."

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor indicates he'll yield."

Parke: "Representative, wth all the noise on the floor, | did
not hear why the Governor vetoed this. Can you share wth

t he Body one nore tinme why the Governor anendatorily vetoed

t hi s?"
Schoenberg: "Certainly. "Il do soinalittle greater detail
The original Bill indicated that the person found guilty of

a felony violation of crimnal defacenent of property shal

be fined $500 plus the actual cost incurred to repair the
actual damage. The Anendatory Veto clarifies the | anguage
of the Bill so that it's wunderstood by all, wthout
guestion, that there's a mandatory m nimum fine of 500. A

person convicted of a felony could be subject to a fine

11
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even higher. But this guarantees that peopl e understand
that it's sinply a mandatory mnimum and not just that
there's a range for the fine that could go up considerably
hi gher . "
Parke: "Is there anybody opposed to your, to the Anendatory Veto
as you are presenting it?"
Schoenberg: "No, Sir."

Par ke: "Thank you very..."

Schoenberg: "And | think it's a wi se nove."
Par ke: "Thank you very nuch."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the

Lady from Cook, Representative Davis, Monique Davis."

Davis, M: "Thank you, M. Speaker. M conputer is not here so
i magi ne they have it in the back. Therefore, |I'm gonna ask
sonme questions about the Bill. Is this the piece of

legislation that states if sonmeone defaces your garage, is
it public property, private property?"

Schoenberg: "This has to do with dealing of the issue of crimnal
def acement of property whether it's public property or

private property."”

Davis, M: "It's both?"
Schoenberg: "I believe so."
Davis, M: "Ckay, are you asking for a mandatory sentence, taking

away all of a judge's discretion?"

Schoenberg: "No. What this is doing is clarifying what the fines
are for the punishnment, what the fines are for the
puni shnent..."

Davis, M: "Ckay. Let me ask the question again. Suppose a
young man who is 16 years ol d defaces property, how nuch
will his fine be?"

Schoenberg: "The fine 1is contingent upon the classification of

the of fense."

12
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Davis, M: "O the offense. But where's he supposed to get the
noney? You know, | have great concern of forcing soneone

who defaced property into a robbery in order to pay the
fine for the defacing of the property.™

Schoenberg: "The origins of this Bill were really in response to
crimnal defacenment of religious institutions and other
public institutions. The..."

Davis, M: "The intent, your intent is if soneone defaces a
religious institution. That is the intent. But in
reality, could it occur that soneone defaces soneone's
garage or what have you, and that there's a set anount of a
fine they nust pay?"

Schoenberg: "Wiat this does is, under the Bill that we passed and
that we sent to the Governor's desk, because of the unclear
nature of the language in the Bill it only suggested that
there was one fine plus the costs of repairing the
property. But that does not fit with the relative |levels
of puni shment based on the severity of the crine.”

Davis, M: "Does it state in this Bill that it's for religious
institutions?"

Schoenberg: "No. But, no, it's not and no. And it's not limted
toreligious institutions. |In fact, one of the reasons why
the Chicago Housing Authority was so supportive of this
Bill, initially, was because they wanted to be able to have
the |l aw nore responsive to the crimnal defacenent of CHA

properties. So it's not limted to religious institutions,

but | raise that as a prom nent exanple of what case may
occur."
Davis, M: "Let nme ask you this, Representative. Let's say a

young person, 17 years old, defaces a CHA property. \Wat
does this Bill say should happen to that person?”

Schoenberg: "Well, under the current law, there's no m ninumfine

13
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for crimnal defacenent of property. |If a person whether
they are a mnor or considered an adult |egally or whether
they're a mnor and tried as an adult, depending on the
nature and the extent of the damage that's done and the
defendant's prior history, the penalties for crimnal
def acenent of property could vary. It could be a Cass A
m sdemeanor, which carries a one year penalty, $2,500
maxi mum fine. It could be a Cass IV felony; it could be a
Class IIl felony. Whenever a fine's inposed at the court's
discretion it says the anount of that which is the naximm
for that classification. Wat this Arendatory Veto does is
clarify what the mninmumfine would be and really, this is
sonething, this is a matter that should have been caught
prior to us sending this to the Governor's desk. But it
was not and therefore it's been fine tuned through the
Amendatory Vet o. This doesn't really change very much.
What it just indicates is that based on the severity of the
of fense there's not one singular fine, but rather there is
a range of fines corresponding with what the severity of

the of fense."

Davis, M: "Is there a jail terminvolved?"

Schoenberg: "The jail termexists already. Right now, depending
on the severity of the offense. Wat changes is the issue
of the fine. What the Anendatory Veto does is just
reestablish and clarify that there is indeed a range of
fines based on the severity of the offense, not just one
fine, period."

Davis, M: "Well, thank you. To the Bill, M. Speaker."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Davis, M: "I'm not sure if what we want to prevent wll be

prevented by nmerely assessing a fine on people who have

evil intent on destroying property or defacing property.

14
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VWhat about the person who is very rich? A fine for
defacing property would have absolutely no neaning to that
person. | believe the intent is extrenely noble when we
talk about the defacenment of a church or even people
printing gang signs on sonmeone's property. But | have
great fear of saying if you have the noney to pay the fine,
then that's all you do and you walk away. | don't think
it's a deterrent and | believe that's what you really want
to occur. You want to deter people from defacing churches
or tenples or defacing Chicago Housing Authority property.
But if it's a child, he or she would have absolutely no way
of paying that fine wthout conmtting another crine in
many nei ghborhoods. So that is ny fear, that who woul d pay
the fineif a child or a youth wthout any nobney 1is

convicted of this crine? Wo would pay that fine for then?

Therefore wth all due respect to you and realizing your
intent, | nust vote 'present'."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the

Gentl eman from Logan, Representative Turner."

Turner, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor indicates that he'll yield."

Turner, J.: "Representative, can you tell nme what the Amendatory
Veto does? I'mmnot... | can't get it up on ny screen.”

Schoenberg: "M. Turner, the Arendatory Veto sinply clarifies the
| anguage of the Bill. It provides no substantive policy
change. VWhat it sinply does is insure that the courts and
prosecutors understand that there is indeed a range of
fines that can be assessed as penalties and that there's a
mandat ory mini nrum of $500. However, Dbecause of as |
indicated in response to Representative Davis, for greater
severity there's obvious... greater severity of a crime for

exanple, like a person convicted of a felony, they could be
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subject to a fine of up to $2,500. Under the Bill as it
was passed the court would be limted to fining sonebody
$500 under a felony conviction instead of the higher fine.
So, this is a technical point, one which clarifies the
range of fines based on the severity of the penalty and it
provi des really no nmeani ngful substantive policy change."

Turner, J.: "Representative, so your Bill then, or the Amendatory
Veto in your Bill as Amendatorily Veto would apply only to
felony crimnal defacenent to property cases.”

Schoenberg: "Wat it does is provide that for the nore severe
cases that the fine is not limted to $500 which was... and
this has been the original legislative intent all along."

Turner, J.: "Right. What |I'mgetting at is that it wuld not
apply to a msdeneanor case, this mnimum mandatory fine
woul d apply only to felony cases, correct?"

Schoenberg: "Correct.™

Turner, J.: "The statute that you are changing is crimnal
defacenent to property, which is very, very simlar to
crimnal damage to property. And | guess |'mcurious, why
would you put this language in the code as to crimnal
defacenment of property but not also include the sane
| anguage for crim nal damage to property?"

Schoenberg: "Representative Turner, this |Ilegislation which was
identical to House Bill 3221 originated with the Cty of
Chicago in coordination and cooperation with a disparate
coalition that included religious institutions, the Jew sh
Communi ty Rel ations Council, and the Chicago Housing
Authority. It is at their recomendation that this portion
of the statute was addressed. If you feel that we should
address that other one, I'mcertainly anenable to that if
you think that's appropriate. But | think it's an

excellent point..."
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Turner, J.: "Actually, | don't. | understand your intent here
and don't disagree with your intent, but [I'm opposed to
your Bill and here's why. |In nost cases of this nature the

Speaker

perpetrator or the crimnal defendant is not in a position
to pay both a fine and to nake restitution to the victim
From ny standpoint it's nore inportant for restitution to
be made to the victimthan it is for the defendant to pay a
fine to the county governnent to be shared, obviously,
anount | aw enforcenent branches in the state. And fromny
own experience, | knowit's difficult to collect fines,
costs, and restitution. M judgenent is that if we put a

m ni mum $500 fine and don't sinply leave it wthin the

court's discretion that the fine wll be paid first,
restitution wll take a second seat and the victim
therefore wll not be fully restituted. And so on behal f
of the crinme victins, | believe that passing your Bill wll

place themin a situation where they are less likely to be
fully conpensated for the danmages that has been done to
their property. And even though your intent is a valid one

and | agree with it, for those reasons | am opposed to your

Bill and remain opposed even wth the Amendatory Veto.
Thank you."

Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentleman from DuPage, Representative Johnson. He's
decl i ned. Seeing that no one else is seeking recognition,

Representati ve Schoenberg to close.”

Schoenberg: "Thank you, M. Speaker. This is a technical change

which clarifies the ranges of the penalties that can be
offered. The original Bill, the underlying Bill passed the
House 105 to 13. And it passed w thout opposition in the
Senate and | urge your support for this Anendatory Veto.

Thank you."
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Speaker Hartke: "The questionis, 'Shall the House accept the

Governor's specific recommendation for change with respect

to Senate Bill 13827 This is final action. Al those in
favor wll signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed vote
'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh? Have
all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? M. derk,

take the record. On this Mtion there were 109 Menbers
voting 'yes', 5 Menbers voting 'no', and 1 Menber voting
"present'. And this Mtion, having received the required
Constitutional Maj ority, t he House does accept the
Governor's specific recommendation for change regarding
Senate Bill 1382. The Bill is hereby declared passed. The
Chair recognizes the Gentleman from Cook, Representative
Savi ano. For what reason do you seek recognition?"

Savi ano: "M . Speaker, a point of information. | would just |ike
to remnd the Menbers. In Room 115 today we have a
denonstration for touch screen voting. | think everybody
received the flyer this norning. | would urge everybody to
go down there and take a | ook. | think it's pertinent
right now for what's going on down in Florida and across
the country that we examne this sort of voting. So |
would urge everybody to try to take a few mnutes to go
down there and take a | ook at the new technol ogy. Thank
you. "

Speaker Hartke: "Thank you, Representative Saviano. M. derk,
what is the status of Senate Bill 1975?"

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1975, a Bill for an Act concerning | and
clains. Second Reading of this House Bill. No Commttee
Amendnents. No Floor Amendments. No Mdtions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "M . derk, hold that Bill on Second Reading. On
Suppl enment al Cal endar #1 appears Senate Bill 1276.

Representative Novak. M. Cerk, read the Bill."
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Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1276, a Bill for an Act anending the
Property Tax Code. Second Reading of this Senate Bill
Amendnent #1 was adopted in committee. No Mbdtions have
been filed. No Fl oor Amendnent s approved for
consideration. Several notes have been requested on the
Bill that have not been filed."
Speaker Hartke: "M. derk, hold that Bill on Second Readi ng.
M. Cerk, what is the status of Senate Bill 368?"
Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 368, a Bill for an Act concerning
contact lenses. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."
Speaker Hartke: "M . derk, nove that Bill back to Second Readi ng
for the purposes of an Anendnent at the request of the

Sponsor. |s Representative Hoffman in the chanber? M .

Cl erk, would you please read House Resol ution 928."

Clerk Rossi: "House Resolution 928, offered by Representative
Hof f man.
VWHEREAS, The Menbers of the Illinois House of Representatives

are pleased to honor The Edwardsville Hi gh School soccer team the

Tigers, on wnning the Cass AA State chanpi onshi p; and

VWHEREAS, On Novenber 4, 2000, the Tigers entered Norris
Stadium in St. Charles, prepared to do battle against New
Lenox- Li ncol nway at the Downers Grove South Tournament; the battle
ended with a 4-1 victory over their opposition and their first

St at e chanpi onshi p; and

VWHEREAS, The Tigers ended the season with the best record in

their history, 25 wins, 3 losses, and 1 tie; and

WHEREAS, 3,500 fans gathered to watch Edwardsville take hone
the title; coach Mark Heiderscheid and his team are to be

commended for their hard work and inpressive win;, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE NI NETY-FI RST
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CENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we congratul ate
the Edwardsville Tigers soccer team on their great season and

their first State chanpionship; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented
to coach Mark Heiderscheid and the Tigers of Edwardsville Hi gh
School . "

Speaker Hartke: "The Chair recognizes the Gentl eman from Madi son,
Representati ve Hoffman on the Resol ution.™

Hof f man: " Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. |  would like to introduce Coach Mark Hei derscheid
of the Edwardsville Tigers. He is the coach of the soccer
t eam The soccer team | believe, is up in the gallery,
right here. They're the state chanpions. w'd like to
wel come them all to Springfield and congratul ations on a
great season."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Hoffman noves the adoption of
House Resolution 928. All those in favor signify by saying
‘aye'; opposed 'no'. In the opinion of the Chair, the
‘ayes' have it. House Resolution 928 is passed... is
adopt ed. Onh page 5 on the Calendar, on the Order of
Resol utions appears House Resolution 879, offered by
Representati ve Wol ard. Representative Wolard."

Wbol ard: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. What House Resol ution 879 does is urges Congress to
adopt the National Energy Policy that pronbtes coal as a
primary source of energy for this United States. | would
encourage all of you to support this |egislation. It's
time that we had an energy policy that does specifically
encourage the utilization of coal."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from Verm lion, Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WI! 1l the Sponsor
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yi el d?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor indicates that he will yield."

Bl ack: "Representative, did you file this |last year?"

Wbol ard: "Last year?"

Bl ack: "Yes."

Wolard: "No, this is not the sane one."

Bl ack: "Ckay."

Wolard: "But it's simlar."

Black: "So it's sinmply urging Congress to evaluate, if that's the
operative word, the use of our coal reserves as a viable
source of energy. Wuld that be a fair assunption as what
t he Resolution is doing?"

Wbol ard: "That's about a perfect assunption. That's exactly what
we're intending to do."

Black: "well, | commend you. | wish we could add a few other

things to it, such as ethanol or heaven forbid, maybe
actually a national energy policy, period. So we could
escape the roller coaster effect of OPEC and our ever
grow ng dependence on inported oil, which is getting to be
an issue that we may or may not visit in this Session. But
| probably cone from a county as do you with proven
reserves of hundreds of tons of coal that can be, wth

clean coal technology, utilized to produce electricity and

to utilize other... we could use it for other sources of
ener gy. It's donestic. We have years of it and why our
Federal CGovernnent won' t | et us use it wi t hout

environmental protections that make it unusabl e because of
cost is a question that you and | have argued about wth
many of our regulators for years. | w sh you the very best
of luck with this Resolution and I know you'll continue to
fight for an energy policy as you nove to the Senate.

Congratul ati ons. "
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Wbol ard: " Thank you."

Speaker

Moor e:

Speaker

Cerk

Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing no one is seeking
recogni tion, Representative Wolard urged the adoption of
House Resolution 879. All those in favor signify by saying
"aye'; opposed 'no'. In the opinion of the Chair, the
‘ayes' have it. And House Resolution 879 is adopted. M .
Clerk, on page 5 of the Cal endar appears House Resol ution
887. Representative More. Andrea More."

"Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. House Resolution 887 is a Resolution that asks DCCA
and the ICC, the Illinois Commerce Comm ssion, to study and
report on ways to ensure that Illinois househol ds and smal
busi nesses benefit fromthe open electric markets that wl|
be starting in My of 2002. They'll have a prelimnary

report as of 3/15/01. The final report will be due as of

6/ 30/ 01. And t here are no known opponents, no
appropriations required. It is not a new policy; it's
really only a study and | would respectfully ask for
support.”

Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? Seeing no one is

seeking recognition, the Lady has asked for the adoption of
House Resolution 887. All those in favor signify by saying
‘aye'; opposed 'no'. In the opinion of the Chair, the
‘ayes' have it and House Resolution 887 is adopted. M .
Clerk, Agreed Resolutions.”

Rossi: "House Resolution 911, offered by Representative
Schoenberg; House Resolution 912, offered by Representative
Reitz; House Resolution 913, offered by Representative
Par ke; House Resolution 914, offered by Representative
Par ke; House Resolution 915, offered by Representative
Lopez; House Resolution 917, offered by Representative

Cow i shaw, House Resolution 918, offered by Representative
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O Brien; House Resolution 919, offered by Representative
Br osnahan; House Resol ution 920, offered by Representative
Bassi; House Resolution 925, offered by Representative
Bl ack; House Resolution 926, offered by Representative
Wj ci k; House Resolution 927, offered by Representative
Dart; House Resolution 928, offered by Representative
Hof f man; House Resol ution 929, offered by Representative
Gles; House Resolution 930, offered by Representative
Howar d; House Resolution 931, offered by Representative
Howard; House Resolution 932, offered by Representative
Howar d; House Resolution 933, offered by Representative
Howard; House Resolution 934, offered by Representative
Kosel ; House Resolution 935, offered by Representative
Kosel; House Resolution 936, offered by Representative
Fei genhol t z; House Resol uti on 937, of fered by
Representative Cow ishaw, House Resolution 938, offered by
Represent ati ve Schoenberg; House Resol ution 939, offered by
Represent ati ve Schoenberg; House Resol ution 940, offered by
Represent ati ve Schoenberg; House Resol ution 941, offered by
Represent ati ve Schoenberg; House Resol ution 943, offered by
Representative Mauti no and House Resol ution 944 offered by
Representati ve Howard."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Currie now noves for the adoption
of the Agreed Resolutions. Al those in favor will signify
by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the opinion of the

Chair, the 'ayes' have it and the Agreed Resolutions are

adopt ed. On page 5 of the Cal endar on Resol uti ons appears
House Resol ution A-883. Representative Hoffman on your
Resol ution, A-883. M. derk, is there aglitch in the

systen? On page 5 of the Cal endar, House Resol ution A-883.
Representati ve Hoffman."

Hof f man: " Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
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House. House Resolution 883 urges the Illinois Energency
Managenent Agency and the Illinois State Police to work
with federal, state and |ocal communi cation organizations

to create an Early WAarning Systemto help recover m ssing
and abducted children in the State of Illinois. What this
is is essentially saying in the State of Illinois we would
adopt what's called the Anber Plan. The Anber Plan is
named after Anmber Hagerman of Arlington, Texas, who in 1997
was abducted. And since that tinme the states of Texas,
Florida and Ckl ahoma have utilized the Emergency Broadcast

Systemin order to assist in the recovery of mssing and

ki dnapped children. This would say that the Illinois State
Police as well as the Emergency Managenent Agency in the
State of Illinois would work with broadcasting networks in
order to attenpt to put in place in the State of Illinois

the Anber Plan. What this would dois in the case of a
child kidnapping or abduction where a child is in great
harm or potential for great harm they would cone over much
like a tornado siren or sonme other type of energency
warning that that child has been abducted. Potentially,
the specifics regarding the child, regarding the car the
child may be in, so that they can utilize the enmergency
warning systemto try and return that child to safety. |t
has worked well in other states. The Energency Managenent
Agency as well as the State Police is in favor of this.
And | would ask that this Resolution be adopted."”

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Acevedo."

Acevedo: "M . Speaker, | rise in point of personal privilege."

Speaker Hartke: "State your point."

Acevedo: "l1'd like to introduce a former Menber of the House and

al derman of the 12th Ward, Al derman Ray Frias."
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Speaker Hartke: "Welconme back to the House Floor. |Is there any
di scussion on the Resolution? Seeing no one is seeking
recognition, the questionis... or the Gentleman asked for
t he adoption of the Resolution. The question 1is, 'Shal
the House adopt House Resolution 883?" All those in favor
signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the opinion of
the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And House Resolution 883 is
adopt ed. The Chair recognizes Representative Lindner,
Caucus Chair of the Republicans.”

Li ndner: "Thank you, M. Speaker. The Republicans woul d request

an i nmmedi ate caucus."

Speaker Hartke: "How |long do you anticipate that caucus to take?"
Lindner: "Hour or alittle nore.”
Speaker Hartke: "An hour or nore. The Chair recogni zes

Representati ve Lopez."
Lopez: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | would I|ike to announce a
Denocratic Caucus, 2:00, Room 114, 2:00, 114 for the

sel ection of the Denocratic Leader."

Speaker Hartke: "The Chair recognizes Representative Bl ack."
Bl ack: "Yes, thank you very much, M. Speaker. Point of personal
privilege."

Speaker Hartke: "Yes, state your point."

Black: "Yes, before we go to caucus and the real reason for the
caucus is we are going down to celebrate the birthday of
one of our nost beloved Leaders, ny officemate, Patricia
Rei d Lindner turns 23 today and that's the reason for our
caucus. "

Speaker Hartke: "Congratulations, Representative Lindner. The
House will stand in recess until the hour of 3:00 p.m"

Cerk Rossi: "Introduction of Resol uti ons. House Joi nt
Resolution 77, offered by Representative Wolard, were

assigned to the Rules Commttee. Attention Menbers, the
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House will convene in 5 mnutes."

Speaker Madi gan: "The House shall cone to order. The Menbers
shall be in their chairs. M. derk."

Clerk Rossi: "Committee Reports.”

Speaker Madigan: "Commttee Reports.™

Clerk Rossi: "Representative Barbara Flynn Currie, Chairperson
from the Commttee on Rules, to which the followng
measure/s was/were referred, action taken on Novenber 29,
2000, reported t he same back with the follow ng
recommendation/s: 'to the fl oor for consi deration’
approved for consideration House Joint Resolution 77 and
House Joi nt Resol ution 78. I ntroduction of Resolutions.
Senate Joint Resolution 74, offered by Representative
Whol ard, is assigned to the Rules Conmttee. Supplenental
Cal endar #2 is being distributed."

Speaker Madigan: "The Chair recogni zes Representative Currie.”

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. 1'd like the House to welcone a
former Menber, Susan Catania, a Republican fromthe City of
Chi cago, who continues to work for State Governnment now at
t he Departnent of Human Services and who is the President
of the AARP, Illinois. So join ne in welcom ng our good
friend, our old friend, Susan Catania."

Speaker Madigan: "Is M. Wolard in the chanber? M. Wol ard.
On the Supplenental Calendar... M. Del gado. House Joint
Resol ution 78. House Joi nt Resol uti on 78 IS on
Suppl enental Calendar #2. M. Delgado. M. Wolard, |'m
told that you wish not to call the Resolution. Thank vyou
M. Del gado."

Del gado: "Yes, thank you, WM. Speaker. House Joint Resol ution
#78. The genesis of this Resolution cane about through the
El enentary and Secondary Education Commttee on curricul um

as to it pertains to the waiver process that cones through
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the State of Illinois, Illinois State Board of Educati on.
W have a trenendous concern in the State of Illinois that

Speaker

Bl ack:

Speaker

Cerk

Speaker

wai vers are being utilized by school districts in a way
that already has becone habit that the General Assenbly
just pretty nmuch closes our eyes and let it go right
through w thout any review of waivers. |In this particular
case, we're very concerned about waivers that have cone

into the school districts that reflect or want to reduce or

elimnate physical education. And as much as many of ny
col | eagues on the other side of the aisle understand, | do
support local control. | think it's very inportant to

understand that we have to protect..."

Madi gan: "M . Delgado. M. Del gado. M. Bl ack. \V/ g
Bl ack. "

"Yes, thank you very much, M. Speaker. A request of the
Chair. And we're not being dilatory. W have sone

guestions about this school waiver Resolution and it's
sonething that cones up every year. W're trying to get
staff on the floor and trying to get our Menbers on the
floor before we take a vote. |If the Gentleman would be
ki nd enough, and with the Speaker's acqui escence, to just
the take the Bill out of the record for 5 mnutes and then
| think we'll be ready."

Madigan: "M. Cerk, take this itemout of the record.

M. Turner, are you ready? Senate Bill 575. It's on the
Order of Senate Bills-Second Reading. M. Cerk, what is
the status of the Bill?"
Rossi: "Senate Bill 575 has been read a second tine,
previously. No Commttee Amendnents. Floor Anmendnent #3,
of fered by Representative Art Turner, has been approved for
consi deration.”

Madi gan: "M . Turner on the Anendnent."”
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Turner, A : "Thank vyou, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentl enmen of
the Assenbly. Amendnent #3, will in fact becone the Bill

is known as the Bears Renovation Lakefront Renovation Bill

The Amendnent provides provisions in terns of financing for
how t he stadi umrenovation costs will be dealt with as well
as the inprovenents to the |akefronts and the parks in that
general area. As you know, the funding cycle for this
particular legislation is through the existing hotel/notel
tax that was created when we created the Illinois Sports
Facility (sic-Facilities) Act back in 1989 which was then
used to fund the renovation of the Com sky Park Stadi um for
the Chicago Wite Sox. There are a nunber of particulars
regarding this Anendnent that | would be happy to address

at the proper tine, but I would nove for the adoption of

Amendnent #3, so that we may proceed with the Bill, M.
Speaker . "

Speaker Madigan: "M. Turner. Wat is the Gentlenan's request?
M. Turner has presented the Anendnent. s there any

di scussion? The Chair recognizes M. Rutherford."

Rut herford: "M . Speaker, thank you very nuch. |'ve got a couple
cooments and |'m gonna have a parlianmentary inquiry if |
may, please. First of all I want to commend the president

of the Chicago Bears. Ted Phillips has nade hinself
exceedi ngly accessible to Menbers of the House Republican
Conference both in tw full neetings as well as sone
private neetings wwth some individuals to go into nore
detail. | al so suggested today in the Executive Conmttee
that from page 14 on back, I think we have ourselves a
pretty good piece of legislation and that the itens that
were involved wth what the Chicago Bears had done with the
Cty of Chicago and the Chicago Park District actually is a

very positive thing and I would | ook forward to voting and
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supporting that. The concern | have, though, goes from
page 1 to page 13 and that deals with the Metro East Sports
Facility Authority. This |language was actually presented
to us this norning at 8:12. So, | find it sonmewhat
of fensi ve that perhaps such quick presentation of sonething
that is actually of such magnitude cane to us in such short
order. The other thing that | have sone, actually, very
legitimate concern on is the potential constitutionality of
doing what we're doing on Senate Bill 575. If we are to
adopt this Anendnent, M. Speaker, we are going to be
changing the actual title of this piece of |egislation and
there are those of us that have the concern that in doing
that we will not be able to have it read on three separate
| egislative days and the potential constitutionality of it
if it was to go to the courts could well be in question.
And with that, M. Speaker, and your parlianmentarian |
woul d respectfully request an opinion to that regard.™

Speaker Madigan: "M. Parlianmentarian."”

Parliamentarian Uhe: "Thank you, M... Representative Rutherford,
in response to you inquiry and on behal f of the Speaker, as
you may know as parlianentarian, | do not offer opinions on
the constitutionality of issues pending before the General
Assenbly to the extent they are not provided for in the
House Rul es. The t hr ee-r eadi ngs requi r ement IS
nonspecifically set forth in the House Rules. As you nmay
know it has been the custom and practice of the House of
Representatives to deemthe three-readings requirenent to
only require that the Bill be read by title three separate
days and not by a particular title. And therefore, that is
the extent of the ruling |I can give on this matter."

Rut herford: "So if I may, M. Speaker, what |'m hearing your

parliamentarian opinionate is that our rules indicate
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that... are believed to be that if atitle is read three
times that is sufficient enough to bear constitutionality

as opposed to the sane title read three tines."

Parliamentarian Unhe: "Representative Rutherford, the rules are

silent on that question. However, it has been the custom
and the practice of the House of Representatives to require
only that the Bill could be read by title three separate

days, not by a particular title."

Rut herford: "M. Speaker, to the Bill. I'mnot sure that | am

Speaker

Cr oss:

finding solid bedr ock in t he coment s from our
parlianmentarian. And obviously, ultimately if this thing
does becone |aw the courts are going to have to make that
decision. | amgoing to... I'"mgonna be supporting this
pi ece of legislation. And I'mdoing so in light of | think
the many things that the Chicago Bears have done to nodify,
listen and respond to issues that many of us from around
the state have had. And also because | think it's a good
thing overall for the State of Illinois. | voted 'no" for
this in the Executive Commttee today because of the
tremendous reservations | had on the constitutionality.
Now, with the opinion fromthe parliamentarian | still have
a good deal of concern about it, but | do hope that if this
t hing does becone law it does pass the nuster of the
United... or the Illinois Suprene Court."

Madi gan: "M . Cross.”

"Thank you, M. Speaker. | have sone, | guess questions
of the parlianmentarian and Chair as well as Representative
Tur ner. And like Representative Rutherford, | want to
commend the Bears as well as others for being very open and
accessi ble and helpful on this I ssue. But , i ke
Representative Rutherford, given the nature of this Bil

and the magnitude of it and the amount of noney that s
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gonna be involved with these bonds, |I think it's inperative
to say the least, that this General Assenbly passes a Bil
that withstands constitutional nuster. | am.. and given
the history, the recent history of this chanber, we should
be even nore concerned about what we do wth respect to
constitutionality. | would like to followup if | may, M.
Speaker, wth the issue that Representative Rutherford
i nqui red about with respect to the title and the changing

of it. The parlianmentarian referred to the House Rul es and

the custom and the practice of this House with respect to

title. | would, | guess, have the sanme inquiry but | would
refer the parlianentarian to the Constitution itself. And
the Constitution as |'m sure the parlianentarian knows,
says that a Bill shall be... this 1is constitutional, 'A
Bill shall be read by title on three different days in each
House. ' And now it's ny understanding in reading this
Amendnent that we are... it's not ny wunderstanding, in

reading this Anendnent we are changing the title of this
Amendnent fromthe original Bill. And | would appreciate a
ruling fromthe Chair with respect to this issue in 1|ight
of what the Constitution actually says, not what the rules
say, not what custom says, not what past practice says. I
guess to also further this inquiry , M. Parlianmentarian,
as you probably know, the Constitution further says in that
sane section, that both the Speaker of the House and the
Presi dent of the Senate each have the ability or shall each
sign Bills that pass both Houses to certify that the
procedural requirenents for passage have been net. \%%
second question in this inquiry is whether or not anybody
has conferred with the President of the Senate as to
whether or not he wll sign and certify this particul ar

Bill. There's been much discussion around this Capitol
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that he... the President of the Senate in all |ikelihood
will not certify or sign off on Senate Bill 575, if in
fact, he wll even call it. And that the real Bill that
would in all likelihood withstand constitutional nuster is
House Bill 1284. So, in light of those... the background
of that | would appreciate sone response to t hose

gquestions, M. Parlianentarian."

Parliamentarian Unhe: "Representative Cross, again on behalf of

Cr oss:

t he Speaker and in response to your inquiry, you're correct
in pointing out that the House Rules provide that the
Speaker shall certify that all procedural requirenents for
passage of a Bill nust be net. | would sinply refer to ny
earlier answer and state once again, that the House Rul es
contenplate that a Bill shall be read by a title but not a

particular title. And it has been the custom and practice

of the House to deem it... to have fulfilled its
requirenent by reading a Bill by atitle not a particular
title on three separate days. And with respect to the

constitutional question that | think you' re asking, again,
with all due respect, | sinply do not opine on the ultimte
constitutionality of issues that nay one day reach the
courts. "

"Perhaps, M. Parlianmentarian, you can, or someone can
answer that further, the second part of that question as to
whet her or not anyone's conferred with the Senate or the
Senate's parlianmentarian wth respect to the issue of
certification, with respect to the issue of signing off on
Senate Bill 575 in |light of their concerns about the

constitutionality of this particular Bill."

Parliamentarian Uhe: "Representative Cross, | have not had any

Cr oss:

such conversations with the Senate President or his staff."”

"Whuld it be... would it not be prudent for, and again,
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ask these questions not as an opponent necessarily of this

Bill, but as soneone who's concerned about as | said
earlier, the constitutionality of it and | know all the
people that are going to benefit if this Bill passes.

Wuldn't it be prudent, perhaps, to confer with the Senate
or the President of the Senate and/or the parlianentarian
Wi th respect to whether or not they intend to certify this
particular Bill from a constitutional standpoint? Maybe
the question is has the Speaker or the Sponsor talked to
the President of the Senate or the Senate Sponsor or the
parlianmentari an?”

Parliamentarian Uhe: "Representative Cross, once again, on behalf
of the Speaker, ny role as parlianmentarian of the House is
to interpret and apply House Rules and that is the extent
of what | will comrent on formally to the House."

Cross: "All right. If I could ask a couple of nore procedural
guestions then while you're there, M. Parlianentarian. As
the speaker of the parlianentarian, are you wlling to
provi de an opinion as to whether or not this Bill wll

require 60 or 71 votes?"

Parlianentarian Uhe: "I'd be happy to do that, Representative
Cross. This Bill will require 60 votes for passage."”
Cross: "Has the parlianentarian had an opportunity to check, and

once again this is an issue that's raised it's ugly head
thanks to the courts, that of single subject? It appears
in draft, l|ooking through this Arendnent, that there are a
variety of subjects that cone up frombonding, to creating
a new sports facility, to procurenent, to prevailing wage,
et cetera, as to whether or not this particular Amendnent
vi ol ates the single subject section of the Constitution."
Parliamentarian Unhe: "Representative Cross, once again on behal f

of the Speaker, again | do not opine on constitutional
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gquesti ons. | would sinply refer you to the deci sions of
the courts on this issue.”
Cross: "Has the... as 1long as we're tal ki ng about t he
constitutionality, have you or the Sponsor or the Speaker
handl ed any pieces of |egislation or any bond sales and if

so, it seens to ne that we need to be, given the magnitude

and the amount of these bonds that we have to be incredibly

smart about this particular Bill and whether or not bonds
will even be issued if there's any question about the
constitutionality? Has anyone... does anyone wish to offer

a thought on that or an opinion?"
Parliamentarian Uhe: "Representative Cross, wth all due respect,
| don't believe your question is directed to a natter that

| can answer or respond to as the parlianentarian.”

Cross: "So, you're not aware. You do not know the inpact, the
constitutionality or wunconstitutionality this Bill wll
have on the inpact... or it will have on the sale of bonds

or potential sale of bonds?"

Parliamentarian Uhe: "I don't believe it's wthin nmy role as
parlianmentarian to comment one way or the other."

Cross: "Can | ask a couple or other questions froma procedural
standpoint, M. Parlianmentarian? Does the creation, and ny
understanding in reading this Arendnent is that we create a
Metro East Sports Facility (sic-Facilities) Authority, do
we, or 1is there arequirenent in creating that of a | oca
referendumto approve this area or arena of the Metro East
Sports Facility (sic-Facilities) Authority?"

Parl i anentari an Uhe: "Representative Cross, | would perhaps
recomend that you ask that question of the Sponsor."

Cross: "Can you... we're having a little trouble hearing you,
Rob, if you could..."

Parliamentarian Unhe: "Representative Cross, | would suggest that
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per haps the Sponsor m ght be able to answer that question.”

Cross: "All right. One other point I wuld appreciate, and
don't know if | should ask you this, a Roll Call vote on
the Amendnent. | don't... Can we get a Roll Call vote on

t he Amendnent ?"

Speaker Madi gan: "The answer is 'yes'."

Cross: "Al right. Can | just ask a couple of questions of the
Sponsor now?"

Speaker Madi gan: "The Sponsor. M. Turner? M. Turner yields."

Cross: "Representative, are you aware whether or not... you're
creating a Metro East Sports Facility (sic-Facilities)
Authority, if I'mreading your Arendnent correctly."”

Turner, A.: "That's correct."”

Cross: "And I, Representative, | apologize we just got this
Amendnent early this norning and we have not had an
opportunity in the timng of when we got this to adequately
get all our questions answered. But it seens to be, the
guestion has arisen as to whether or not you need to go to
a local referendum when you create this. Are you aware,
Sir, if that is the case?"

Turner, A : "Representative, the authority that we're trying to
create will not have the power to levy taxes or issue
bonds. That Metro East Authority that we hope to create if
this Bill passes will not have the power to | evy taxes nor
i ssue bonds."

Cross: "Representative Turner, have you had an opportunity and I
know that the parlianmentarian didn't wsh to offer an
opinion on this. Have you conferred with anyone on this
issue of the constitutionality of this Amendnent and
whet her or not bonds will be issued? | nean, the concern
is thisis a $587 mllion project, a good project in many,

many ways in many respects. | know it creates jobs, it's
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Tur ner,

Cr oss:

Tur ner,

gonna be good for the city, it's gonna be good for the
Bears, et cetera. | guess our concernis, we |eave here
and this particular Bill passes, wll the bonds actually be
sold or issued? And | think it's obviously a legitimate
concern that we have. Have you had an opportunity to
confer wth bond counsel or a bond house or anybody al ong

those lines that will say to you, we're very confortable

with this Bill the way it is and we're willing to issue
bonds?"
A.: "Representative, as you know, I'mnot an attorney and

so this question of constitutionality sometinmes is one that
| can only offer a layman's opinion on. And in ny
di scussion with those who are attorneys and bond counsel ors
and everyone else interested in this legislation, it's ny
understanding that they feel and | believe, that this wll
pass the <constitutionality question. And so | feel
confortabl e, the Sponsors of the legislation or the
supporters of the legislation also feel that this is not a
i ssue of concern and it's for that reason that | propose we
nove forward."

"Art, have you had an opportunity to confer with the
Senat e Sponsor as to whether or not the President of the
Senate: 1, intends to call this Bill, or 2, would certify
or sign off on this Bill given t he constitutional
provisions that require a reading on three different days
when you change title?"

A.: "No, Representative, |'ve only been working in this
one chanber. As you say, the nature of this |legislation
has been such that we all get Bills approximtely the sane
tine. And | apologize for the | ateness of you receiving
that Anendnent. |, too, got it at a |late hour but | have

only focused in this chanber and what we're trying to do
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here. 1've not conferred with the Senate President at
all."

Cross: "Incidentally, what do you intend to do or what's the

Tur ner,

Cr oss:

purpose of <creating the Mtro East Sports Facility
(sic-Facilities) Authority?"

A : "Well, we understand that the... we all are aware of
how cl ose the Wiite Sox canme this year to going to the
Worl d Series, and although close only counts in horseshoes,
it was our understanding that iif we could inprove our
stature in the baseball arena or the baseball world, that
the Cardinals would certainly be a good team And so, it
was with that thinking and one of nmy colleagues, in fact
one of ny Leaders, Leader G anberg, who thought that it
woul d be a nice idea to at |east put this carrot out here
as a possibility of trying to lure the Cardinals to this
side of the river. They are |looking. They have had sone
problenms wth their stadiumand their ability to refinance
and do sone things over there. And so we created this
authority to just say that we do have an entity that can at
| east start some discussion in terns of the possibility of
the Cardinals relocating to the Metro East area.”

"Thank you, M. Turner. M. Speaker, |... very briefly...
|... being sonmewhat repetitive, but as | said earlier, |
think the Bears have been very open and very honest in how
they've handled this issue and have been wlling to work
with many of us and address many of the concerns that
people on this side of the aisle, the people on this side
of the aisle have. But I... And as | said in questioning,
there are trenendous benefits to this particular Bill, but
| have sone grave concern as do many others, not only in
this caucus but also in the legal wrld as to the

constitutionality of this Bill. And given what's happened
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to this chanber over the past couple of years, or what
courts have done to sone of the Bills that we've passed out
of here, | think we need to be extrenely cautious,

extrenely prudent, extrenely careful in what this Body

decides to pass. And in fact, what this Body decides to

call, or I should say what the Speaker decides to cal
concerning Bills of this magnitude. So | would ask
everybody, or | would urge people to proceed with caution

when they make their decision on this vote. Thank you, M.
Speaker . "

Speaker Madigan: "M... rather, Representative Wvetter Younge."

Younge: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker WMadi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Younge: "Thank you. Representative Turner, | understand that
DCCA, the Departnent of Commerce and Community Affairs, has
made a recomendation of six possible sites to be
investigated for a sports stadium One of those sites is
not East St. Louis riverfront. Wuld you support a fair
appraisal to see that the East St. Louis riverfront at

|l east is considered as one of the sites should the Cardi nal

Stadiumgo forward in Il1linois?"
Turner, A : "Representative, not only wuld | support that
recommendation, I'd even be wlling to send a letter to the

Department of Commrerce and Community Affairs asking themto
consider the East St. Louis area as a possibility of
| ocating the facility. | think that that land is probably
some of the nost valuable land in the state and | don't
believe I"malone in that thinking. So | would concur and
certainly urge the Departnent of Comrerce and Community
Affairs if they' ve already spoke of sites be it six or
whatever, that «certainly that the Metro and particularly

the East St. Louis riverfront area be included in one of
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those sites as a possibility for locating the facility."

Younge: "All right, thank you."

Speaker Madigan: "M . Tom Johnson."

Johnson, Tom "Thank you, M. Speaker and Sponsor. This is to
the Anendnment itself. First of all, I want to congratul ate
and thank the Bears organi zation and those many | obbyists
that are down here working this particular Bill in this
Veto Session. | think they've done an admrable job and
presented a very good concept here and so on. M only
problemw th this issue is and I'mnot so sure that | would
ever support a stadiumor | wouldn't, is that here we cone
into this Veto Session 2 weeks of tinme and wthin 2 weeks
of time we have managed to have committee hearings. The
full discussion of this Body has been taken up w th whet her
or not we should build a new sports facility in the Gty of
Chi cago. And you know, we have dealt with this for 2 weeks
and this has been the essence. The press has reported,
this is the essence of this Veto Session. And vyet we
cannot spend an hour or two in commttees in terns of
dealing with the shortfall in the CH PS Program the Early
Intervention Progranms, the prison overcrowding in this
state, but we can always find tinme to wusurp this Body's
time and energy and find ways to finance such things as a
sports facility. | personally would hope that this Body at
this time would take a hard | ook at this and say, you know,
if this is such a good deal let's put it in the context of
our normal Spring Session. Let's hold hearings in the
spring. Let's open it up. Let's see the sunlight. Let's
hear what the public really thinks about all of this.
Let's open it up in the normal course of events and then
put it into the context of the rest of the needs that the

people of Illinois are crying out for us to address. And |
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for one... I"'mnot saying that I wll never vote for a
sports stadium because | believe that a sports stadiumis
inportant. |It's inportant to Illinois, it's inportant to
Chi cago. But let's put it in context wwth the rest of the
issues and let's deal wth this in the normal course of
events conme Spring Session. Thank you."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Ganberg."”

Granberg: "Thank you M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. Let nme briefly explain the one portion of this
Amendnent that deals wth the Metro East Sports Facility
(sic-Facilities) Authority since nmy friend M. Cross had
sone questions in that regard. For those of us fromthe
Metro East Area and Southern Illinois we have watched for
approximately one vyear the Cardinals organization fight
with the decision on whether to build a new stadi um They
have now nmade that determ nation. The M ssouri Legislature
failed to act last spring. They have been waiting for the
City of St. Louis to conme up with the financing conponents
for a new stadium in downtown St. Louis. They have now
reached an inpasse. That inpasse was reached a few weeks
ago. For all of wus who have observed that inpasse we
t hought this would be an opportune tine in which to bring
this neasure to the forefront. The St. Louis Cardinals
organi zation did not approach us. W have approached them
with this suggestion. W felt, given the opportunity,
I1linois should be in place in which to engage in good
faith bargaining for a new stadiumand for the St. Louis
Cardinals to locate in the Metro East Area. Any of us
involved in this issue do not want to do anything to
j eopardi ze the economc vitality of downtown St. Louis.
However, if that inpasse is not resolved, we are very nuch

concerned that the Cardinal organization could very well
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| ook to West County in St. Louis to build this new stadi um
If that is done, if that decision is made, that would be
di sastrous for downtown St. Louis, for +the hotels, the
restaurants and the other business owners. And it would be
di sastrous for the Metro East Area. W are | ooking at an
overall economc region strategy. W try working closely
wth St. Louis and we wll continue to do so. This
authority will nmerely allowthis group to negotiate wth
the Cardinal organization. It does not allowthemto
i ncrease taxes, to levy taxes, nothing of that nature. | t
has no state inpact, none whatsoever. So |let ne address
sonme of your concerns in that regard. It nerely sets up
the authority to allow these persons to negotiate with the
St. Louis Cardinals to cone to the Metro East Area. That's
what this does. W have a wndow of opportunity. " m
asking for your help to keep that wi ndow open. W can
possibly do this. If we succeed it wuld be a great
opportunity, not only for Southern 1Illinois, but for
Illinois and all of its taxpayers. So | would ask you for
an 'aye' vote and | would appreciate your support.”

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Wjcik."

Wj ci k:  "Thank you, M. Speaker. | have an inquiry of the
parlianmentari an. A few people have approached ne in the
chanbers and asked if they have..."

Speaker Madigan: "Representative, | et e make sure t he
parlianmentarian is listening. There's an inquiry. | think
you can proceed, here he is."

Wj ci k: " Ckay. The question | have, sone peopl e have approached
me, they have asked if they have season tickets to the
Bears and they vote in favor of the new stadiumis that
considered a conflict of interest?"

Parliamentarian Uhe: "Representative Wjcik, on behalf of the
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Speaker and in response to your inquiry, with all due
respect | cannot give an opinion on that question either.
A conflict of interest is not an issue that is within the
real mof ny duties as parlianentarian.”

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Wjcik."

Wjcik: "M. Speaker, who can answer this then? | don't want to
see our side of the aisle possibly jeopardize anything if
they don't have an answer as to what they should do."

Speaker Madigan: "M/ understanding is you're asking a conflict of
i nterest question?”

Wjcik: "Correct."

Speaker Madigan: "Right. | know of no recogni zed authority that
woul d answer t hose guestions for Menmbers of the
Legislature. There is a section of a statute that deals
with conflicts of interest. That section of the statute
may not answer your question.”

Whjcik: "I had read that section and the way I look at it is in
reading the information as if you are going to purchase

these PSIs, vyou're investing and that's considered an

opti on. Wuld that then be a conflict, in how you read
it?"

Speaker Madigan: "Now again, | don't plan to offer an opinion.
And | don't know of any recogni zed authority. You could

al ways consult with your personal attorney."
Wjcik: "Well, then probably those who do have season tickets
shoul d vote 'present' until we have an answer on that."
Speaker Madigan: "That's their decision.”
Wjcik: "Right. | just would like to bring that attention."”
Speaker Madi gan: "Okay."
Woj ci k:  "Thank you, M. Speaker."
Speaker Madi gan: "Thank you. M. Black."
Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WII the... actually,
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I'"d like to ask questions of, first of Representative
Granberg on a clarification on the downstate portion of
this, if that's perm ssible, and then ask the Sponsor sone
gquestions."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Ganberg yields."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch. Representative, | believe you
intimated this norning in Executive Commttee that you
would be neeting with the St. Louis National League
Baseball Cdub, the Cardinals, sonetine today. | assune
that you have done so. Are you at liberty to say whether
or not they have had any... have given you any conm tnent
or any indication of interest to a possible Illinois site
if their negotiations do not bear fruit with their current
tenant in the Gty of St. Louis, whoever that m ght be?"

Granberg: "M. Black, we have not yet net. They wanted to wait
for you because they were |looking to Danville. So we're
going to neet after the Session and if you would Ilike to
attend we'd be happy to have you there."

Black: "Listen, if you're talking about noving it up to the
garden spot of Illinois how can | turn you down? But
you've not net with the Cardinal organization."

Granberg: "No, we have not yet, M. Black."

Bl ack: " Ckay. Thank you very nmuch. M. Speaker, if | could,
wi |l Representative Turner yield for questions?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Bl ack: "Yes, thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. Representati ve
Turner, | notice on your Anmendnent there is a group in
opposition called the Association Forum of Chicagoland. Do
you... are you famliar with that organization?"

Turner, A: "I'mfamliar with sone of the associations. Yes,
Sir."

Black: "Wuld you care to characterize why you think they nay be
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Tur ner,

Bl ack:

Tur ner,

Bl ack:

Tur ner,
Bl ack:

Tur ner,

Bl ack:

Tur ner,

Bl ack:

in opposition to this plan?”

A: "Wll, they said in the neeting earlier today that
their opposition was based upon the tax that's currently
| evi ed agai nst hotels and notels in the City of Chicago to
pay for the financing that we're proposing today. And so
their opposition is that the hotel tax, the 2%tax, that's
currently in place they feel, ny assunption is, is that
t hat should not be there or it should be renoved."

"And 1'd like to pursue that wth you. And | can
understand their opposition."”

A.: "Go ahead.™

"I't's mnmy wunderstanding that given the 2% for the Sports
Stadi um Authority that's already in existence, the hotel
tax in the Cty of Chicago, currently, correct ne if |I'm
wong, is currently 14.9% Is that the correct anmount or
is it higher than that?"

A.: "That's correct. Fourteen point five did you say?"

"Ni ne, nine."

A: "Nine? | neant five. Well, give or take. It's over
14% "

"Gve or take a couple of decimal points. Al right.
Representative, would it be a fair assunption for soneone
like me to say that the financing of this package is very
conti ngent upon Chicago remaining a strong destination for
conventions and busi ness groups neeting and wanting to neet
in the Cty of Chicago?"

A.: "You are correct in that assunption, Representative."

"Gven that very inportant fact, | amconcerned as | was
10 years ago when this Com sky Park situation started.
VWhat relationship does a hotel tax have to a baseball park
or a football stadiun? | nean, | suppose you could say,

well the visiting teans are gonna sleep in a hotel. But |
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Tur ner,
Bl ack:

Tur ner,

mean, the question that | raised many years ago is, is a
hotel tax sonehow the right funding source to build an
athletic facility?"

A: "Wll, Representative..."

"And | realize it's a philosophical question.”

A.: "Right, and 10 years ago, and I'll have to check with
Representative Mautino again, but | think 10 years ago |
shared your sanme concern regarding this tax and its

correlation in terms of what it was trying to pay off and

intrying to do. | won't say that there's a direct
correl ation. Indirectly there is, because you do have
peopl e who conme in from out of town. And particularly
because it's not... in fact, it's safe to say that nost of

my constituents do not go to the Bear ganes, to the Wite
Sox gane. They cannot afford those tickets and so they're
not the ones lined up. But it's my... a lot of my suburban
friends who decide to conme into Chicago and spend the
weekend, stay in our |uxurious hotels and shop on M chi gan
Avenue, who in fact do go to those ball ganes. And it's
safe to say this too, Representative, that tourism has not
went down in Chicago, | nean, it's actually up. The
hotel /notel tax generated sonme $37 mllion for the Cty of
Chi cago alone. And so it has been good tines for us in the
city. There have been a nunber of other things that this
| egislative Body has helped to help keep tourismup. |
mean the McCorm ck Place and the MPier Authority. | f
you've noticed all the great things we've done at Navy
Pier, certainly is a nagjor attraction, certainly the Wite
Sox Stadium and the renovation. And of course, a w nning
Wiite Sox team has nmade a difference. But if we |ook at
Shedd Aquarium and what has happened around that nmuseum

conplex. |It's a great place and | think everybody is dying
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Bl ack:

Tur ner,

Bl ack:

Tur ner,

Bl ack:

to conme in and, | won't say dying, but they're all trying
to come in and visit our fair city."

"And | share your enthusiasm And | spent a delightful
week and visited with you and your lovely wife at NCSL this
July in Chicago. And it truly is a beautiful city. And |
don't think anyone would dispute that in the recent past
the hotel occupancy rate in Chicago has been strong."

A : "Right."

"And t hose revenues have been strong. But you and | have
been around here |ong enough to know that everything is
cyclical and I can renenber when we would get pronotional
packages at ny house. Conme and spend a night at the..
"1l name names; the Pal ner House, the Hyatt Regency, the
Hyatt... 62.50 for a weekend package. Just trying to get
people in the roomon a Friday or a Saturday night when the
business traffic would go hone. So, it's «cyclical and
that's what scares ne about this financing package. Yes,
t hi ngs today | ook very good. But you have nore hotel roons
in Chicago than ever before. The econony has been strong.
You are a world class city. But one of the points you
rai se about Navy Pier, let nme cone back to that in a bit.
But given the fact that the econony appears to be softening
and given the fact that everything is cyclical, at one tine
or another in this country, what happens, what is the
bottomline if the hotel tax in the Gty of Chicago fails
to generate sufficient revenue to cover the cost of these
bonds? Then what revenue stream ki cks in?"

A.: "And what happens if the hotel tax does not generate
enough in regards to the state's advance to the authority,
the Gty of Chicago through their local distributive fund,
iswlling to offset that shortfall."

"They currently do that. Under the existing | aw they take
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Tur ner,

Bl ack:

Tur ner,

Bl ack:

Tur ner,

$5 mllion of the Local Government Distributive Fund from
the incone tax. That already flows into. That's al ready
there and that has been used. That has been used for
Com sky Park. My concern is, if you |look at the flowhart
of how the Sports Stadium Authority is financed, everything
IS fine if the hotel/notel tax generates sufficient
revenue. But if it doesn't, who becones... what fund
beconmes the ultimte financial guarantor of those bonds?"

A.: "Representative, you were correct in terns that we're
both saying that it does conme from the city's |loca
di stributive fund but the cap that you speak of deals wth
the Com sky Park part of the financing."

“Correct, correct..."

A . "Wth this new Anendnent that we're proposing today,
there is no cap onit and so the Gty of Chicago through
their local distributive fund would make up that shortfall,
what ever that dollar anmount is."

"Now, | have not seen that in the Anmendnment, nor have |
seen a new flowhart. But let nme... | have great respect
for you and if you tell neit's in there, your word is
good with ne. But |let ne nmake sure | understand this. Are
you telling ne that in the event of a shortfall of the
Chicago hotel/notel tax, that under no circunstances wl |
the Sports Stadium Authority turn to what has always been
up to now in the original legislation, they could al ways
turn to the state hotel tax for additional revenue. Now,
are you telling nme that that source wll now be cl osed and
any nmakeup source will now cone strictly from the Loca
Governnment Distributive Fund i.e., fromthe inconme tax that
flows back to the Gty of Chicago?"

A.: "The first source for reinbursenent is the city hote

tax."
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Bl ack: "I understand that."

Turner, A : "The second source would be the state's... | should
say the city's local distributive share..."

Bl ack: "Right."

Turner, A: " ... of those state dollars... state taxes that are
coll ected."

Black: "Right. That's correct.™

Turner, A: "Right."

Black: "Currently, | think obligated at some 5 mllion a year for
the original legislation.™

Turner, A : "Right."

Black: "Now, are you telling nme that the city is hereby,
sonewhere in this Bill, saying that if it takes an
additional $20 mllion we wll take it out of our Local
Governnent Distributive Fund that we get back from incone
taxes paid by residents fromthe Cty of Chicago? W wll
under no circunstances turn to any state revenue source
i.e., the state hotel tax to retire these bonds."

Tur ner, A.: "That's correct, Representati ve. That's 1Y
under st andi ng. "

Black: "And | think that's sonething that we need to concentrate

on in the days ahead because that is of critical inportance
to where you live in this state. Because | have read in
sone articles, and | think this is disingenuous at best,
that this doesn't involve... sonebody has called ne and
said, 'Wll, why would you care? Your residents don't pay
the Chicago hotel/notel tax.' Well, hello, excuse ne? | f
| take ny grandchildren up to see the lights on State

Street and Marshall Fields, which is a tradition that many

people in the State of Illinois as nmy nother and father
took me when | was 8 or 9 years old. | stay in a hotel, |
pay the tax. | mean |'mperfectly willing to sign on if
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Bl ack:

Tur ner,

Bl ack:
Tur ner,

Bl ack:

Tur ner,

Bl ack:

you' Il accept an Anendnent that says no one outside the
Cty of Chicago, other than, you know, a tourist or
sonebody comng in fromanother state would pay the tax.
Suburbanites would pay the tax. City residents would pay
the tax. But certainly no downstater would pay the tax. |
mean | could sign on to that, but | don't think you're
willing to accept that Anendnent. But it's disingenuous to
say that nobody in the state pays the Chicago hotel/notel

tax. W all pay it if we go up there. And it's a tax."

A.: "Even those of us that live in Chicago."
"Absolutely."
A.: "Every now and then, you have to what they call 'get

away' fromteenagers..."

"Absolutely."
A.: "And those sort of things. So, we pay it, too."
"And we all need to get away. You and | are at an age

where we need to get away nore than we do. You' ve answered
one of ny questions and | hope again to l|ook into that
further.”

A . "Yeah."

"One of the things you nentioned and one of the things I
experienced this sumrer was Navy Pier. A world class
attraction. M nmenory does seemto indicate there m ght be
a state dollar or two in that. But that's not the issue
we're talking about here today. But, Representative,
anybody who lives in Chicago should know better than |, the
traffic situation to get to Navy Pier is, well | don't want
to say outrageous, | nean it's a real problem to take a
taxi cab froma hotel over on State or Madison... to get to
Navy Pier. Traffic just doesn't nove. In fact, this
summer we settled up with the cab driver, got out of the

cab, walked to Navy Pier and probably had been to two or
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three attractions before ny cab driver was back in
circul ation. Traffic getting to Navy Pier 1is a real
pr obl em One of the questions | asked of Bear s
representatives, we've not seen any plan. |f a downstater

Tur ner,

wants to cone to a Bears gane, what's the traffic flow
situation? How are you gonna work this out? | have been
up to... I've only three Chicago Bears ganes in ny life.
And one time | parked on the grass by the Adler
Pl anetarium |'ve not seen in any of the |literature or
i nformati on whether or not the Chicago Pl anni ng Depart nent,
Street Departnent and IDOT... are you gonna be able to get
traffic in and out of this area in a reasonably efficient
manner ? There's nothing that will ruin an experience any
nmore than trying to get to an athletic or an entertainnent
venue and vyou'll sit in traffic for an hour and a half
getting there, i.e., there was a concert |ast summer, |
remenber reading about it in the Tribune. Believe it or

not, we get the Tribune downstate if the horse doesn't die
on the way down. And | can renenber people said they
weren't seated in Soldier Field until mdway through the
act . | don't renenber what it was, maybe it was the
Rolling Stones geriatric tour. But whatever, you know,
traffic was just a nmess. And then it was equally a ness
getting out and they were delayed an hour and a half or two
hours before they could be on their way hone. What kind of

consideration of traffic entrance and so forth been given

to this plan?"

A.: "Representative, that's one of the good things in
this legislation. Let nme just say, and I don't know how
you mssed it but last week | was presented wth a
pictorial of this renovation plan. It showed what the new
museum canpus is going to look Ilike. It talked about
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Bl ack:

pedestrian traffic. So all of the city agencies have been
working with the parties that are interested in this
project so that one part of this Anendnent deals wth the
renovation of the Bears Stadium the other part deals with
the creation of 19 acres of new park land. It deals wth
the addition of 2500 new parking spaces that is going to be
created between the Field Mseum and the Bears Stadi um
And so that this issue of parking, there's going to be a
change in the configuration in Lake Shore Drive. 'Cause
currently when the Bears are playing, |, like you, | refuse
to go near Lake Shore Drive or go downtown because of the
congestion and the problens that conme with activities at
Soldier's (sic-Soldier) Field. So the new proposal wll
bring intraffic fromthe south. So if you get off on I|55,
you'll come fromthe south, get off at 18th Street on Lake
Shore Drive and be able to conme right in to parking for
Soldier's (sic-Soldier) Field, in addition it wll lead you
into parking that will take you to the Museum Canpus which
covers Field Museum Shedd Aquarium the Planetarium So
that part of the Bill which gets very little discussion, |
think is one of the key elenents is that in addition to
having a new honme for the Bears, there will be... we wll
help deal with this traffic nightmare and congestions in
par ki ng problemthat currently exist."

"And |I'm glad to hear that. And | w sh that we had been
gi ven, maybe others on ny side of the aisle had been given
that pictorial, or that study. | amnot privy to a copy.
And generally, they wusually want to always gi ve a
downstater a picture, they're not sure we can read. But |
don't even have the picture of the flow, so nmaybe you can
get nme a copy. | do appreciate what you're attenpting to

do. | would like to point out, the question that | asked
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you wearlier 1is one that |I think all of us need to exam ne
very carefully and especially the Gty of Chicago. | tried
to find out today if the Cty of Chicago has recently |ost
any mgjor convention to another city. And | didn't get
that information and maybe that's not relevant. | think it
is. The point I"'mtrying to make is, Chicago nust renmain
conpetitive with other convention destinations. And let ne
just show you what our conpetition is. Chicago is at
14. 9% Las Vegas, 11% Ol ando, another high growh
convention business, 11% Phoenix, Arizona, 10.67% You
know, you have to get into such convention hot spots as
Quebec until vyou get to a higher hotel tax rate than
Chi cago. Quebec is at 15.02% MW fear is that wthout
sone... wthout a sound plan to repay these bonds and if
you have to rely on it anytinme in this another increase in
the hotel tax or the restaurant tax or any other of the
entertai nment taxes in Chicago, if you begin to |ose your
reputation and desirability as a convention city, those
peopl e are the ones paying this freight, not you and not
ne. And if Chicago becones a city that becones too
expensive to host the types and the huge conventions that
they have always been able to host, because of expenses or
i ncreased conpetition, then this plan becones very, very
shaky. And you' ve assured nme that the state won't be held
at risk. And we'll need to look into that further. But |
just point that out because | think it's a legitimte
concern. And | think if I were a neeting planner, | would
still have a problemw th a hotel tax going to finance yet
another athletic facility. But that's howthe city and the
Bears have chosen to do that so that's a noot point. But
keep in mnd, that sonme of the great convention cities that

have grown dramatically in the last 10 vyears, i.e.,
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Ol ando, Las Vegas, and Phoeni x, are considerably cheaper
on hotel and entertainnent taxes than the Gty of Chicago.
But | do thank you for the questions that you answered. To
t he Amendnent , M. Speaker. | appreciate what the
Sponsor's trying to do. Contrary to earlier intenperate
remarks, | don't have anything against the Chicago Bears.
Loved themin 1985, but then we all tend to love a w nner.

But | think it's been nobst disingenuous for people to

i nsinuate that sonmehow this project will be funded w thout

tax dollars. This project is funded nore than 65% w th
public dollars, i.e., tax dollars, that we could choose to
spend in other ways. The city could choose to spend in

other ways and if the state were to ever be hel d
responsible for sone of these bonds it would certainly...
could be used for other purposes. There 1is public noney
involved in this project. And that should not be even a
subject for debate. W're about to leave in this Veto
Session with a Ilot of wunfinished business. There are
people who will have trouble heating their homes this
winter. There are people on border areas who will soon pay
hi gher prices for gasoline. There are itens of the
Conpr ehensi ve Heal th I nsurance Program A nunber of people
i ssues that have gotten sone debate and we, |I'msure, wll
revisit themin the spring. M only concern is, and the
reason | rise in opposition to the Gentleman' s Amendnent,
and M. Speaker in summation, in all due respect to the
City of Chicago and the Chicago Bears, |I'melected by the
people who live in ny district. And |I've heard from nmany
of them on this issue. And let ne just say, trying to be
as kind as possible, this is not a very high priority at
this point intime with the people who live in ny district.

At another point in the process, that may not be the case.

53


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF I LLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

130t h Legi sl ative Day Novenber 29, 2000
There are season ticket holders who live in ny district,
|'ve heard froma few of them But given the w de range of
needs that are currently on the table, the people who send
me here are telling me very clearly that this is not their
hi ghest priority at this point intime. And | intend to
vote 'no'."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Daniels."

Dani el s: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. | amintending to vote in favor of this |egislation
and wll vote, hopefully, for House Bill 1284 when it
arrives in this chanber fromthe Senate, which | believe to
meet all the constitutional mandates that this chanber and
Illinois Statutes and Constitution require of us. | am
extrenely pleased with the professionalism that we have
seen through the Chicago Bears and their organization, in
particular their president and CEO Ted Phillips, for his
efforts to answer the many questions that we had in this
critical matter. | think many others could learn the
exanple fromM. Phillips in providing quick answers to the
guestions that we have. Particularly, matters dealing with
the PSLs and the right to purchase the franchise fee and
pay the franchise fee over a period of time and the efforts
to make this as custoner friendly as possible. W had
many, many concerns, such as the rights of season ticket
hol ders, the | ack of appropriate auditing oversight, the
responsibility for paying the bonds if there should be a
shortfall. The city has cone forth with excellent answers
and, as a mtter of fact, has gone an extra step in
assuring us that in this | egi sl ation their | ocal
di stributive funds will help cover any potential shortfall,
if it were to occur. | think that Menbers, of course, have

a concern as you |look at legislation of this nature and
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have a right to spend time to review this, and | have
encouraged ny Menbers to do that and furnished themall the
information that we could. So, the Bears and the city have
done a good job of putting this together and | think we owe
t hem Yes, we owe themlegislation that does not have a
ri sk of being declared unconstitutional in court. M | aw
firm does a consi derable anmobunt of bond work. If this Bil
passes in this form and if it were to be called in the
Senate, which I'mled to believe it will not be, the nere
filing of a lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of
the Bill wll delay the potential of selling the bonds and
wll <create trenmendous |egal problens for the owners in an
effort to nove their construction season forward. You wl|
recall, of course, the reason that we are here right nowis
because this allows wus to only m ss one season where the

Bears would play, in an effort to renovate Soldier Field,

in an effort to make this occur quicker. | don't have a
problemw th that. | also think that we owe it to the
public of I11inois to pass legislation that neets

constitutional nmuster. Notwithstanding the ruling of the
parliamentarian, which of course none of this... none of us
on this side of the aisle are surprised, the reasons for
our concern are clear. Wth the changes made, that is the
changes made this norning, where a Bill was taken and the
title of the Bill was changed, this Bill in its current
form does not neet constitutional standards if it's not
read on three separate days. Article IV, Section 8(d) of
the 1llinois Constitution, not House Rules, not statutory,
but the Illinois Constitution, requires that a Bill shal

be read by title on three different days in each House.
Now, there is a way you can deal with this and that is if

the presiding officer of the chanber certifies that al
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respective |laws and regul ati ons have been nmet and signed to
certification. There are court decisions that said the
court will not go beyond that or behind that certification.
The problem is that, wunlike the parlianmentarian and his
representations and the Sponsor, | have talked to the
Senate Leader and | have asked him his opinion on Senate
Bill 575. And he has said his |lawers are telling himthat
the action we're taking now are unconstitutional, and they
are encouraging himnot to certify this Bill if it were to
pass. Now, why would we deal then with a Bill that has
such trenmendous constitutional concerns and probl ens and
not enact a Bill that neets those standards? Wy wouldn't
we give the Menbers of this House an opportunity to pass
| egislation that nmet all potential challenge and not del ay
t hat ? Now, we know that we have had substantial problens
last year in |legislation passed that has been ruled
unconstitutional by the courts. W know that people have
relied on actions of this Assenbly and then only to find

out that the actions this Assenbly has taken have been

ruled wunconstitutional. | don't want the Chicago Bears or
the Gty of Chicago or the people of Illinois to suffer a
simlar fate. There is an answer. That answer is House

Bill 1284, which sits in the Senate right now that could be
pl aced in Conference Commttee, and by the way, the Sponsor
of that Bill is Senator Jones and Speaker Madigan in this
very chanber. Take that Bill, put it into Conference
Commttee, anend it with our Conference Report and vote on
it tonorrow. We've elimnated the constitutional nuster.
So, although, | intend to vote for this Bill, and that's
primarily because | have been involved directly in sonme of
the negotiations, | do raise this as a very, very serious

concern. Now, | for one would hope that that woul d not
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come to fruition. | would hope that what action we take
today or tonmorrow for that natter would be action that
woul d be lasting. So in <closing, | want to thank the
Chicago Bears, the Gty of Chicago and the sports fans and
business interests that rely on the Bears, for their
efforts to date in trying to address these issues. | only
hope that we can take House Bill 1284, a Bill that is
constitutional, that we can use, and one that Menbers woul d
feel nmore confortable on voting on, and nmake that beconme
| aw, instead of dealing with a Bill that has very, very
serious constitutional questions. Thank you."

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Parke."

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields. M. Turner."

Parke: "Thank you. Representative Turner, | have season tickets
and the people that sit around ne, we've discussed the
personal seat issue and |I've been told this norning at a
nmeeting of our Republican Caucus that there is an agreenent
that not all seats at the stadiumw Il be this kind. That
there wll be seats that you do not have to buy. Can you
explain to us what those requirenents are and how. .."

Turner, A.: "Well, Representative, that... what you're speaking
of IS part of the, | think, of a nenorandum of
under st andi ng between the Bears and their ticket holders.
| don't think that there has been a letter sent out to
ticket holders at this point explaining what their position
is. But it's ny understanding that | think, some 50% of
the seats wll be sold for people who have the ability in
terms of buying private seats for 50% of the stadium The
other 50% w |l be general adm ssion."

Parke: "And w Il the season ticket holders have first call on

t hese seats?"
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Turner, A: "As | say, this is sonething that's still being
wor ked out. Not being a season ticket holder nyself, no
one has really sat down and asked ne what | thought about

Par ke:

Tur ner,

Par ke:

Tur ner,

Par ke:

Tur ner,

it, but it is my understanding that current ticket hol ders
will have the ability to bid first on those seats that are
avai lable. And that there's going to be with the increased
size as a result of the renovation there will be a nunber
of other seats available for sale, both private and to the
general public."

"WIIl these be considered season tickets or will you have
to bid on themevery year? |In other words, if this one
time shot, a season ticket hol der says, all right, fine |
pi ck these four seats to replace ny four seats, do they
beconme season ticket holders for those new four seats for
life and perpetu..."

A "If you buy the PSL which is a Preferred Seat License
then you have it for life. And then you just have to buy
tickets every year."

"I understand that. But if those of us who do not, or
cannot afford to buy..."

A "A PSL?"

PSLs, do we have an opportunity to bid on these new
seats, since we're season ticket holders already, and those
becone our personal possession for as long as we want,
simlar to what we have now?"

A.: "Representative, you know, | don't want to speak for
the Bears, but it's ny understanding fromthe di scussions
that we've had earlier, that it would be just like it
currently is. As a current ticket holder you'd have that
same opportunity. So whatever opportunities you have now
in ternms of buying tickets or whatever they send out to

you, telling you, hey, nows the tine, you'll have that
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Par ke:

Tur ner,

Par ke:

Tur ner,

sane opportunity. It's ny understanding that half of the
stadiumwoul d be presold or wuld be available through
PSLs. The other half would be for a guy Iike ne who m ght
get lucky and stand outside and buy one. So, 50% wll Dbe
open to the general seats and 50% w ||l be for private and
PSLs. "

"Okay. Well, it's inportant that we know this because
sone people may very well determ ne whether or not they're
gonna vote for this. Because the people that sit around ne
want to have an option of not buying these seats, but also
have the ability to have first rights on the new seating
that's done at the new Bear Stadium™

A : "Wll, Representative, | can't represent the team or
speak for season tickets holders in what you may or may not
want to do on this particular Bill, but it's ny
understanding that they're going to try to take care of

those existing ticket holders. Wat the new agreenent is

going to be, | really don't know and | woul d hope that, you
know, that that's not an issue in terns of all the other
factors that are included in this Bill, that whether you

can remain in the same seat or just where you're gonna sit
should be a 'no' vote for that reason. | would hope that

that's not the issue."

"Well, | appreciate that and that's inportant that | hear
that and people of the State of Illinois. VWich brings ne
to another point. Wat kind of public hearings wll be

held so that the people who have bl ed blue and orange for
so many years and continue to bleed have to voice their
opinions to the Bears nmanagenent on structure, seating,
anenities? What kind of public hearing and public
input..."

A: "I don't know .. Representative, | don't knowif
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there's going to be public hearings on design, structure,
you know, and how the stadiumis going to | ook. But there
will be hearings via the Gty Planning Departnent because
we're dealing wwth | akefront property, so those protections
are going to be in there. The Cty Planning Departnent...
so the hearings that «currently go or that the city
currently has when they're constructing projects in the
city, they wll take place if in fact this legislation

pass. But in ternms of the design of the stadium| believe

that there has already been predevel opnent costs..."

Parke: "I appreciate that. |1'mnot asking that."

Turner, A : "Right."

Parke: "I just ask that for those..."

Turner, A : "But in ternms of other issues that affect the general

public, in terns of |and use, park availability and what we
do with the park space and this new creation of the

additional 19 acres, there will be public hearings and the

public wll be able to address their concerns at those
hearings."
Parke: "Thank you. | appreciate that. Thank you."

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Schoenberg.™
Schoenberg: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield for
guestions.™

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Schoenberg: "M. Tur ner, what pr ocur enent procedures and
standards will cover... wll govern this capital project?"
Turner, A : "Representative, the... it's ny understanding that

the sub contracts for this project will be conpetitively
bi d. "

Schoenberg: "Thank you. The next question | want to ask you
relates to any potential conflicting demands for dates for

the facility. For exanple, if there was a mmjor concert
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tour, say the Rolling Stones who wanted to creak and wheeze
their way through another concert tour and wanted to play
dates at Soldier Field, yet the Chicago Bears Professional
Football Franchise also requested certain dates for that
facility, is there anything in the legislation that gives
precedent to any party for dates for this facility?"

Turner, A.: "Representative, it's ny understanding, in fact,
there's nothing in the legislation that guarantees this
rel ati onship. But t here has been a nenorandum of
under st andi ng that has been signed between the Bears and
the Chicago Park District. |It's ny understanding through
that meno that the Bears will have priority in ternms of
football dates but that the actual adm nistration and ot her

dat es and the wevents that takes place at Soldier's

(sic-Soldier) Field wll be ran by the OChicago Park
District."
Schoenberg: "So, we wouldn't be involved in any of those details

as to who would get priority over what dates of the

facility?"
Turner, A : "Absolutely right."
Schoenberg: "Ckay. The third and final question | have for you

is, harkens us back to sonething that we experienced with
the casino gamng legislation and the subsidy for the
Arlington Park Racetrack. At the tinme, | would venture to
say conservatively that the overwhelmng majority of
Menbers in both chanbers were not aware that there had been
negoti ations underway for quite sone tinme for the sale of
Arlington Park Racetrack. And what the net result had been
as a result of the action that the General Assenbly took
was to essentially provide |everage in inflating the val ue
of Arlington Park Racetrack to its eventual acquisition by

Chur chi | | Downs. That fact, that basic critical fact, was
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not known to many, if not all Menbers of the GCeneral
Assenbly at that time. Wuat | want to ask you is, to the
best of your know edge, have there been any negotiations
currently or recently that have related to a sale of all or
part of the Chicago Bears Football Franchise as a result of
any legislation... that may be benefited by any |egislation

that we nmay pass and send to the Governor's desk?"

Turner, A : "Representative, |'m unaware of any deals or any
potential sales of the team There's nothing that has been
brought forth here. One of the beautiful things, though,
is that if in fact the teamwould be sold and if this
renovation go through, they would have a beautiful facility
to play in whoever that teamis. But I'm unaware of any
deals to buy or to sell the Chicago Bears at this tine."

Schoenberg: "O any negotiations or anything along that line."

Turner, A.: "O any negotiations that are taking place."

Schoenberg: " Ckay. No, | think that they have been, | would
think that they' ve been very forthright about it. And,
i ndeed, from what | understand that as part of the $100
mllion loan that the Bears Franchise is going to receive
fromthe NFL that one of the conditions of that loan is, in
fact, that the entire $100 nmillion would be payable in ful
i medi ately i1f, in fact, there were to be any sale.”

Turner, A: "Right."

Schoenberg: "But | think we needed to know that up front for the

record because | think that we did not know that wup front
for... in the case of how the value of Arlington Park was
significantly increased as a result of the Casino Gam ng
Bill which is currently in the courts. To the Anendnent,
M. Speaker. Ladies and Gentlenen of the House, wth
respect to sonme of the prior questions of colleagues who |

respect very much and with respect to the nmenory of Red
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Grange, there sinply are no galloping ghosts in this
proposal. This is a fiscally sound blueprint for restoring
a vital jewel 1in the crown of Chicago's magnificent
| akefront. And the value and benefit of this extend far
beyond what we can inmagine and far beyond what anything
having to do with the inportance of professional football.
For those who believe that this project does not affect
their region, they're overlooking the critical inportance
that tourism the business and convention hospitality
industry play in our state's econony and they overl ook the
aggressive and successful policies that the Gty of Chicago
and the Daley admnistration, as well as t he Ryan
Adm ni stration, under the |eadership of Pam McDonough, and
t he Departnent of Commerce and Community Affairs and the
their Departnment of Tourismhave had in realizing dramatic
growh in the state and in t he region's econoni ¢
devel opment through tourism Qur ability, ny friends, to
seriously consider or even discuss this proposal wouldn't
be possi ble w thout these successfully aggressive policies.
| had the opportunity this norning to sit in on a briefing
that Director McDonough provi ded on t he econoni ¢
devel opnent policies of this state. The inpact of tourism
inlllinois, to answer the questions that M. Black and
others had are staggering. They're staggeringly positive.
And we shouldn't | ose sight of that. And we shouldn't |ose
sight of howall of us in this state benefit from the

enhancenent of the hospitality-based industry in the

Chicago area that wll result from passage of this
pr oposal . There's a $22 billion inpact, a direct inpact,
on the Illinois econony from tourism The overwhel m ng

majority of that cones fromthe Chicago Metropolitan Area.

Touri sm enpl oys over 300 thousand people in this state. It
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generates $4.4 billion in tax revenues and Illinois is the
country's fifth largest tourism market and the sixth nost
popul ar overseas destination in the state. Indeed, if you
| ook at this graphic that was provided by the Departnent of
Commerce and Community Affairs on the inpact of tourismon
the Illinois econony, M. Black asked about how .. and
ot hers asked about, what happens if we have a cyclical
change in tourismand if tourism if you'll pardon the
expression, goes south in Illinois? Wll, if you | ook at
how it charts out over the past nonth, you'll see that in
1991 1Illinois had a direct benefit of approximtely $13
billion as a result of tourism on its econony. That
econom ¢ benefit continues to growto over $22 billion.
And if you factor in the indirect and corollary benefits of
econom ¢ devel opnent fromtourismin the state, according
to both industry and the state's figures, the total
econonmi ¢ inpact exceeds $41 billion, with over $28 billion
of that being generated by the Chicago Metropolitan Area.
And over... and nearly $14 billion of that being generated
directly by the Gty of Chicago. W wouldn't even be able
to discuss this or entertain this offer if we hadn't had
t he aggressive and successful policies toward convention
and tourism based business and the hospitality industry.
We' d no | onger have beni gn econom c devel opnent policies in
this area. W have proactive and aggressive policies which
make 1llinois a |eader, not j ust national |y, but
internationally. And this legislation will certainly help
along those lines. M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of
the House, we owe it to everybody in Illinois to support
this Amendnent and to support this proposal. M. Speaker,
we all stand to benefit so nuch as tourism and the

hospitality industry has becone such a critical part of our
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Speaker

Tur ner,

state's econony. And this extends beyond a stadium that
wi || serve pr of essi onal f oot bal |, that wll serve
pr of essi onal soccer, that will be increasingly available
for concerts and other profit generating dates that wll
benefit all of us. As a result of +this proposal, the
wonderful Miuseum Canpus will benefit froma very necessary
parking structure which will serve not only this facility
on gane dates, and not only this facility on concert dates,
but which will serve the mllions of visitors who cone each
year to the Chicago Miseum Canpus. And we've all been
i ncreasi ngly supporting, public support, financial support
for these nmuseuns. |If you want to hel p our nuseuns, if you
want to help our state's econony, if you want to help
contribute over 19 acres to this wonderful |akefront that
we have in Chicago, then you'll support this Armendnent and
this proposal. | enthusiastically back this proposal and |

encourage the rest of you, regardless of where you live in

II'linois, to do so as well. Thank you very nuch."
Madi gan: "M . Turner to close."
A.: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentl enen of

the Assenbly. The hour is near and we're about to punt.

We don't know what court the ball will fall in but it won't
be I ong. You've heard this Bill explained earlier. |
think nost of the particulars have been laid out. It is a
Bill to renovate the Bears Stadium And many of you know

t hat af fordabl e housi ng and renovati ng housi ng has been one
of the things that |'ve fought for, for the last 20 vyears
here in this Assenbly. To be standing up today talking
about renovating a house for the Chicago Bears was not one
of ny priorities, but yet, it was an issue that was brought
here today. And | question, |ike sone of you, how fast and

why it has to be done at this particular tine. But as the

65


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF I LLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

130t h Legi sl ative Day Novenber 29, 2000
previ ous speaker just spoke, the economc benefit on the
other side of this coin nakes a |lot of sense in terns of
j ob opportunities, in ternms of tourism dollars. As |
mentioned earlier, there is sone $37 nmillion that cones to
the Gty of Chicago that's collected through the hotel tax
alone. If we look at the tourismdollars that come into
this state there's a direct benefit, for all of us here in
this state, not only do we benefit as Legislators in terns
of our ability to deal with the new dollars that cone to
GRF, but in terns of enploynent opportunities. If  we
| ooked at the people who were at the commttee earlier
today you'll notice that all of the working organizations,
all of the |abor unions, are all in support because they
see the benefit in terns of enploynent opportunities that
wi | be created. From ny conmmunity there are sone
safeguards that we ask be put in the |legislation. e
certainly are concerned about the 25% set aside and the 5%
for females that will be included in this program There's
a bigger question. What happens to the 75% that are not
i ncl uded? But at least that is a working start. There is
sone opportunities that are going to be created. We're
hoping that this renovation and the construction that wll
take place in that area wll <create nore apprenticeship
prograns where there'll be nore people working in the
construction field. Certainly nowwe're noving nore into
the hospitality industry is growing in all of our major
cities. And certainly this hel ps perpetuate that i ncrease
and again create additional opportunities. There was sone
di scussion about convention centers and the |oss of
conventi ons. It's hard to gauge who has canme and who wil |
not cone to the Gty of Chicago because conventi on

pl anners, when they make their planning, they | ook at two
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and sonetine five-year plans. And so they go two years in
one city and then they nove sonewhere else. And so the
very fact that a convention is not held in Chicago next

year does not nean that they're |eaving because of the

i ncrease, or not the increase, but because of the hotel

t ax. | travel to a lot of cities and when you check in,
the thing I want to know is what's the base rate. | don't
ook at the taxes wuntil | check out. So, | don't think
t hat deci sions are nmade upon what hotel or what city | go
to based upon how much the tax is. It's nore, how much
does it cost for that particular hotel? So, I think that
Chicago's a great city. 1In addition to the renovation for

the Bears Stadium what we intend to do to the Miseum
Campus, the increased parking, the inprovenent of the
traffic congestions that exist currently in that area, |
think is a plus. And it's for that reason | ask that we
have the support of all the Menbers here. And let ne |just
coment on the constitutionality question again, because
there are a ot of 'big guns' around here this week and
| ast week. Again, | say I'mnot a |lawer, but the '"big
guns' tend to agree with nme that the constitutionality
question is one that this Bill can withstand the nuster.

It's inportant that we nove it now because unlike other

projects, sports and sports teans have certain season. |If
this Bill gets out this week, it would only interrupt one
season. | f it goes into next spring, next sumer,

potentially, it could be two seasons that are interrupted
whi ch then changes a | ot of variables. And so, although, |
think that there are issues that we as Menbers of this
Assenbly were elected to deal wth that are just as
inportant, if not nore inportant, i.e., school funding,

i.e., prescription drugs, 1i.e., affordable housing for
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Speaker

nonsports teans. And | think that those are issues that
certainly warrant the kind of enthusiasmand the kind of
di scussi ons that we're presenting today. But that's
sonething that we wll deal wth in the spring and
hopefully, it will be the same enthusiasmto try to help
the people of this state. But right now, this is the
proposal that's before us and | nove for your support of

Amendnent 3 to House Bill 575, Senate Bill 575."

Madi gan: "The GCentleman noves for the adoption of the
Amendnent. Those in favor signify by voting 'aye'; those
opposed by voting 'no'. Have all voted who wi sh? Have al

voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? The O erk shal
take the record. On this question, there are 55 'ayes',
and 58 'noes'. And the Anmendnment fails. M. derk,

anyt hing further?"

Clerk Rossi: "Nothing further, M. Speaker."

Speaker

Cerk

Madi gan: "The plan is to convene at 10:00 a.m in the
nmorni ng. Representative Currie noves that the House does
stand adjourned wuntil 10:00 a.m in the norning providing
perfunctory tinme for the Cerk. Those in favor say 'aye';
those opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it and the House
does stand adjourned until tomorrow norning at 10:00 a.m,
provi ding perfunctory time for the Cerk."

Rossi: "The House Perfunctorty shall cone to order

I ntroduction and First Reading of House Bills. House Bil
4766, offered by Representative Tenhouse, a Bill for an Act
in relation to early intervention services. First Reading
of this House Bill. Being no further business, the House

Perfunctory Session stands adjourned.”
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