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Speaker Madi gan: "The House shall cone to order. The Menbers
shall be in their chairs. W shall be led in prayer today
by Lee Crawford, the Assistant Pastor of the Victory Tenple
Church in Springfield. The guests in the gallery may w sh
to rise and join us for the invocation and the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance. "

Pastor Crawford: "W bow our heads and |ift our hearts. Most
sovereign and almghty, nost gracious God, our heavenly
Creator, who has domi nion over |ife and death, grant to us
the grace to renenber with |ove and reverence that we are
to go forth in peace, with courage, holding fast to that
which 1is good. Father, rendering to no one evil for evil,
but help us and strengthen us to st rengt hen t he
fainthearted, to support the weak, to help the afflicted,
and to honor all people, loving and serving them in the
sanme love and spirit in which You have |loved us. This we
pray. Anmen."

Speaker Madigan: "W shall be led in the Pledge of Allegiance by
Represent ati ve Chuck Hartke."

Hartke - et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,

one nation under God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice

for all."

Speaker Madigan: "Roll Call for Attendance. Representative
Currie.”

Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker. Please let the record show that

Representatives Fl ower (sic-Flowers) and Morrow are excused
t oday. "

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Poe."

Poe: "M . Speaker, let the record show, also, that Representative
Eil een Lyons is excused, and also, Representative Terry

Par ke. "
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Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk, take the record. There being 114
Menbers responding to the Attendance Roll Call, there is a
gquorum present. M. Cerk."

Clerk Rossi: "Committee Reports.”

Speaker Madigan: "Commttee Reports.™

Clerk Rossi: "Representative Barbara Flynn Currie, Chairperson
fromthe Conmttee on Rules, to which the follow ng neasure
was referred, action taken on Novenber 16, 2000, reported
t he same back W th the followng recomendations:
"approved for consideration' House Arendnent #1 to House
Bill 4738. A Message fromthe Senate. 'M. Speaker, |'m
directed to informthe House of Representatives that the
Senate has passed a Bill of the following title, and the
passage of which I"minstructed to ask the concurrence of
t he House of Representatives, to wit: Senate Bill 1975.'"

Speaker Madigan: "On page 3 of the Calendar, on the Order of
Senate Bills-Second Readi ng, there appears Senate Bill 851.
M. Harold Murphy. M. Cerk, what is the status of the
Bill?"

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 851 has been read a second tine,
previously. No Commttee Anmendnents. Floor Anendnent #2,
offered by Representative G anberg, has been approved for
consi deration."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Ganberg on the Arendnent. M. G anberg.”

G anberg: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. Fl oor Amendnent #2 enconpasses the Agreed Bil
between the Illinois Minicipal League and the Federation of
Police, for all the downstate police. It is conparable and
packaged to the downstate firefighters' agreenment which we
reached a year ago. It makes the provisions retroactive,
so it takes effect at the same tinme as the downstate fire.

Again, this is an Agreed Bill between the Minicipal League
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and the downstate police. They negotiated in good faith

over the summer. They arrived at a successful concl usion

during these negotiations. And | would ask for your
support.”

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman noves for the adoption of the
Amendnent. |s there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
M. Black."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WI 1l the Sponsor
yi el d?"
Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor yields."

Bl ack: "Representative, | do appreciate the work you've done on
this over the summer. I'"'m still trying to read the
Amendnent, so for the record, just let ne ask you. There
are no other pension provisions in this Bill. It is your
intent and the Bill is currently in the formwhere it only
deals with the downstate police pension fund. |[|s that
correct?"

Granberg: "Absolutely, M. Black. You are correct as you always
are. | t only affects the downstate police pension

provisions. There are no other pension itens on this
Amendnent . "

Black: "And it would be your intent that it stay in that forn®"

G anberg: "Yes."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch."

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Cow i shaw. "

Cow i shaw. "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Madi gan: "The Sponsor yields."

Cow i shaw. "Just two quick questions. Wuat is included in the
downstate police? Are any of those individuals who woul d
be eligible for these pensions living in ar eas in

Nort heastern Il linois?"
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Granberg: "As defined, Representative, it is the downstate police
system So you say Northeastern, I'mnot quite sure where

you nean. Qobviously, it would not be Cook County, or

Chi cago. "
Cow ishaw. "Is it all counties other than Cook?"
Granberg: "It would be every nunicipality outside of Cook."

Cow i shaw. "Very good. That's the first question. The second
is, | apologize for this but it is alittle noisy, and I
was trying to listen to what you said. Did you say that
the provisions of this Amendnent are retroactive?"

Granberg: "Yes. W nmade it retroactive to |last year to coincide
W th t he benefit package the downstate firefighters
received. The Illinois Minicipal League agreed with this.

Everything is agreed."

Cow i shaw. "Well, Representative, 1... it very well may be that
this is not a relevant issue but | believe that the
Constitution of the State of [Illinois prohibits the

Legi slature fromever passing anything that is retroactive

except taxes. We can make taxes retroactive but nothing
el se. Have you asked soneone who is an expert in
constitutional law, and the interpretation thereof as to

whether this is likely to be challenged in court on the
basis that it is unconstitutional?"

Granberg: "It was the agreement, Representative, that this was
not a constitutional issue. That, in fact, this could take
pl ace. They do not anticipate any challenges."

Cow i shaw. "Very good. | just wanted to make sure that that
issue had been addressed. Thank you very much for your
answers. Thank you, M. Speaker."

Speaker Madigan: "M . Tom Johnson."

Johnson, Tom "WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "The Sponsor yields."
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Johnson, Tom "Representative Ganberg, | haven't had a chance to
really look at this, but does this Bill... does this

contain any provisions in here for mlitary buyback for the
pol i ce?"

Granberg: "M. Johnson, Representative Black asked the question
if there were any other provisions. This affects downstate
police only. There are no other provisions affecting any
ot her groups. That is not included."”

Johnson, Tom " Ckay. Was there any discussion of mlitary
buyback, or do you knowif there's any trailer Bills or

not, or why that was not included?”

Granberg: "Representative Johnson, negotiations we conducted that
was not a subject of these negotiations. That would be
sonething that mght be included, potentially, in an
ommi bus pension Bill, or sone other pension package."

Johnson, Tom "Okay. Thank you."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Hoeft."

Hoeft: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Hoeft: "As t he Republ i can Chairman of the House Pension
Commttee, | knowit's been a struggle for a long tine
trying to get equity between the police and the firenen and
| conplinment you for the work you' ve done. Basically, this
brings the firemen and the policenen in unity except for

the policenen have to pay slightly nore because of sonme

cost factors. |Is that not correct?"
Granberg: "Yes, that's correct.”
Hoeft: "I'd |ike ny coll eagues on the Republican side to renmenber

| ast year we struggled to get this equity. This is a
bi partisan effort. The Muinicipal League has worked wth
it, and | would ask that all ny coll eagues think through

the fact that this ought to be a bipartisan vote to bring
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equity fromthe police and the firenen, those that protect
our communities. W should cone back and have that sane
bal ance between these two groups. And 1'd wurge the

Republican side to vote 'yes'."

Madi gan: "M . Tenhouse."

Tenhouse: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentl enen of the
House. | rise in support of Floor Anendnent #2 to Senate
Bill 851. As you renenber, this spring this was an issue

that this side of the aisle we were very assertive in terns
of how inportant it was as far as downstate police are
concer ned. And certainly, a salute to Representative
Granberg in his efforts to get this acconplished as well.
And it really is a bipartisan issue, and one that is a case
of fairness as far as our downstate police are concerned.
Want to take an opportunity to thank the Pol i cemen
Benevolent Protective Association as well as the FOP in
terms of their ability to work together wwth the Minicipa
League to negotiate this agreenent which is fair to both
sides of the issue. And certainly, it is one that has been
needed for along tinme and I'mglad to see it happening
today in the CGeneral Assenbly.”

Speaker Madigan: "M. Ganberg to close.”

Granberg: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Thank you, Representative
Tenhouse and the Menbers of the other side of the aisle.
Again, this is a bipartisan neasure. | just want to thank
the Menbers on that side of the aisle, Speaker Madigan,
Representati ve Murphy and Representative Smth for their..
the great deal of assistance they rendered in this matter.
This cuts across party lines. |It's about bringing equity
to downstate police. |It's agreed, and | woul d appreciate
your support."

Speaker Madigan: "The question is on the Anmendnent. Those in
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favor say 'aye'; those opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have
it. The Amendnent 1is adopted. Are there any further
Amendnent s?"

Clerk Rossi: "No further Amendnents.”

Speaker Madigan: "Third Reading. M. Cderk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 851, a Bill for an Act amendi ng the
II'linois Pension Code. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Harold Mirphy."

Mur phy: "Thank you, M. Speaker. The Anmendnent becones the Bill
W thoroughly discussed that, previously, so | would |like a
favorable vote."

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman noves for the passage of the
Bill. Those in favor signify by voting 'aye'; those
opposed by voting 'no'. This is Third Reading. Pl ease
record vyourself. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted
who wi sh? The Cderk shall take the record. On this
guestion, there are 114 people voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no'.
This Bill, having received a Constitutional Myjority, is
hereby decl ared passed. On page 2 of the Calendar, on the
Order of Senate Bills-Third Reading, there appears Senate
Bill 1047. M. MKeon. M. COerk, what is the status of
this Bill?"

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1047, a Bill for an Act amendi ng the
II'linois Pension Code. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Madigan: "M. MKeon."

McKeon: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Senate Bill 1047 has been
amended wth House Anendnent #1 which changes the higher
formul a conmputation for SERS accrued enpl oyees rule 85 and
contribution rate I ncreases for alternative formula
enpl oyees. 1'll gladly answer any questions from Menbers
of the House."

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Poe."


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

128t h Legi sl ative Day Novenber 16, 2000
Poe: "M. Speaker, | would |like to ask the Chair to entertain a
Motion to nove this Bill back to Second for an Anendnent ?"

Speaker Madigan: "M. MKeon, it's your Bill."

McKeon: "It's not my desire, M. Speaker, to place any other
Amendnents on the Bill."

Speaker Madigan: "I think the answer's no."

Poe: "Thank you."

Speaker Madigan: "Thank you. s there any discussion on the
Bill? There being no discussion on the Bill, the question
is, "Shall this Bill pass? Those in favor signify by

voting 'yes'. M. Black."

Bl ack: "M. Speaker, | can't get the Bill to come up on ny
system Could you hold off just a second, please? Al
right, there it is. Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker.
|"ve read the Bill now. | appreciate your indul gence."

Speaker Madigan: "You read the whole Bill?"

Bl ack: "Believe it or not downstaters can read quickly."

Speaker Madigan: "I guess that's why you did so well in school.
We're back on Third Reading. M. Novak."

Novak: "Yes. Thank you, M. Speaker. M. MHKeon, could you just
tell everybody who this is for? Al | see on ny analysis

is it deals with a judge's article, on pensions for

j udges. "
McKeon: "That was the original Bill. House Anendnent #1 becones
the Bill which is a substantial rewite. The partisan

anal ysis you have on your |aptop tal ks about who it applies
to. Primarily, it applies to state police, state air
pilots, other state enployees perform ng security or quasi
police functions, as well as security enployees of nental
health facilities, and nakes sone other changes wth
respect to academc year to be counted as a full year for

enpl oyees of the State Board of Education. And al so,
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Bl ack:

McKeon:

Bl ack:

coverage for nenbers of |abor organizations representing
state enpl oyees who were forner state enployees. Changes
the in... Mkes changes to the contribution rates, also,
for alternative formula enpl oyees. Does that answer your
gquestion, Representative?"

"I tried to listen, | couldn't hear you. I'msorry."
"Well, [I'mwearing an earplug here so | can hear you.
think it has sonething to do with changes to the sound

system here in the building."

"Ckay. | nmean, are any credits transferred fromone
reci procal systemto another? | nmean, for instance..."

"Everything in here is SERS."

"l's SERS?"

"All right. Thank you."

Madi gan: "M . Black."

"Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIlIl the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Madi gan: " The Sponsor yields."

"Representative, as far as you know, is this not the |ast

pension Bill that's active in the House?"
"M. Black, | would not presune having the know edge to
answer that question. | think that's something that we'd

have to take up with Leadership."

"Yeah, that's what scares ne. It appears fromwhat staff
has indicated to nme that this is the only pension Bill that
woul d be considered to be active or alive in the House, and
we had hoped that the alternative formula for the Illinois
Department of Transportation workers' pension mght have
been added to this Bill. Ooviously, and | don't want to..
don't m sunderstand ne, anybody in the chanber, the Sponsor

of this Bill did not nmake any comm tnent to our side of the
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aisle that he would do that or that he could do that. So,
we have no difficulty with you wanting to nove your Bill
but | would like the record to reflect that many of us, |
think on both sides of the aisle, would have appreciated
t he opportunity to put the Illinois Departnment of
Transportation wor ker s’ alternative formul a pensi on
provisions in this Bill. That can't be done at this tine.
Hopefully, it's an 1issue that the Senate will be able to
consider, or that we mght find sone way to consider in the
remai ni ng three days of the Veto Session. And we, for the
record, | want you to know that we do appreciate the fact
that you were wlling to discuss it wth wus, and we
understand that there are sonme things we can do and
sonetinmes there are things we can't do, but you were very
kind to at least let us discuss it with you. Thank you."
McKeon: "Representative Black, | concur with you very nuch. |
strongly support the provisions that we've tal ked about. |

under st and, however, that those provisions are currently in

a Senate Bill that may be noving over to this chanber when
we return.”
Speaker Madigan: "M. Black, for purposes of the record, you just

stated that you were afraid of the Leadership. D d you
wish to offer any exceptions to that statenent? M .
Bl ack. "

Bl ack: "What did | say?"

Speaker Madigan: "I thought | heard you say that you were afraid
of the Leadership."

Bl ack: "well..."

Speaker Madigan: "And | thought maybe..."

Black: "... let nme..."
Speaker Madigan: "... you'd want to offer sonme exceptions."”
Black: "No, let... Well, fear may be too strong a word, M.

10
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Speaker. | certainly respect Leadership. There are tines,
however, | certainly don't agree wth sonme Leadership

Speaker

Cerk

Speaker

positions that are taken. And | certainly don't agree with
the Leadership position taken on this Bill. But the Bil
before us is all we get to vote on, so that's what we'l|
do. "

Madi gan: "The question is, '"Shall this Bill pass?" Those

in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed by voting
‘'no' . Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wish? The Cerk shall take the record.
On this question, there were 113 people voting 'yes', 1
person voting 'no'. This Bill, havi ng recei ved a
Constitutional WMyjority, 1is hereby declared passed. On
page 2 of the Cal endar, there appears House Bill 4738. M.
McCarthy. M. Cerk, what is the status of House Bil
4738?"
Rossi: "House Bill 4738 has been read a second tine,
previously. No Commttee Amendnents. Floor Anmendnent #1,
offered by Representative MCarthy, has been approved for
consi deration."

Madi gan: "M . MCarthy on the Amendnent.”

McCarthy: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the

House. The Anendnent to House Bill 4738, as we discussed
in the Revenue Committee that | would add it on the floor,
basically allows for the transfer of $24 million fromthe
Tobacco Settlenent Recovery Fund to the Honeowners' Tax
Rel i ef Fund. It al so nakes the appropriation possible by
copying the sane | anguage fromthe earlier Bill that says,
"subject to appropriation the Departnent shall make the
rebate paynents'. And finally, after di scussi ng in
commttee, we talked about the fact that it could be

msread to think it's any principal residence, so we added

11
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the word 'Illinois' after the word 'principal' on page 2,
line 13, to make sure everyone understands that it 1is an
II'linois residents only that the property tax rebate would
be applicable to. Thank you. And | would appreciate
passage of the Anendnent.”
Speaker Madi gan: "M. Skinner."

Skinner: "Yes there, | believe, has been a request for a fiscal

note, did sonebody read it?"

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cderk, could you respond to the Gentlenan's
i nqui ry?"
Clerk Rossi: "A fiscal note has been requested on the Bill, but

the fiscal note has not been filed."

Skinner: "May | then ask the Sponsor how nuch this woul d cost?
He said $24 million and | have estimates from one source
said it would be nore than twi ce that much, or could be
nore than tw ce that nuch.”

McCarthy: "I don't know what your source is, but | tried nmany,
many sources to get a nore exact amount. And both the
Departnent of Revenue, the Conptroller's Ofice have terned
it to be "indeterm nable' but | have full confidence that
with the $24 mllion transfer in addition to the $11
mllion approximate dollars that are still left 1in there
from the original transfer of $280 million on the previous
Bill sponsored by the Mnority Leader. Wth that total, |
have every confidence that this will nore than satisfy the
addi tional rebates."

Skinner: "So give ne the total anmount that you think it's gonna
t ake. "

McCarthy: "I think it's gonna cost... the best estimte we can
get is somewhere between $20 mllion and $28 nmillion at the
top by transferring $24 mllion additional dollars it wll

give us a balance of close to $35 mllion in there. And

12
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there's also a nechanismin the Bill for any noney that is
unencunbered on May 1st of next year, to be transferred
into the Budget Stabilization Fund, as was in the original
Bill."

Skinner: "lI'm sorry, Representative, the sound systemis not up
to par. The noney that's left over is going to be
transferred where?"

McCarthy: "In the original property tax rebate, incone tax rebate

Bill, the noney would be transferred automatically into the

Budget Stabilization Fund on January 1st of 2001. Now,

what we. ..

Skinner: "All right. I'magetting the first word, the legislative
what ?"

McCarthy: "I don't understand your question now. "

Skinner: "Into what fund does it end?"

McCarthy: "According to the | anguage of the original House Bill
it was going to be transferred to the Budget Stabilization
Fund on January 1st of 2001. Now our Bill stipulates that
that transfer will now be done on May 1st of 2001, but it's
the same, you know, transfer as far as any unencunbered
anount . "

Skinner: "Well, may | state for the record that 1|'ve asked the
Legi slative Research Unit to do a study to try to figure
out how nmuch it would cost. | have not vyet received the
report, but I've talked to the gentleman doing the report,
Charlie Mnert, and | think he told me that his best
estimate was $58 million (5-8)."

McCarthy: "I understand your comments.”

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Black."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WI 1l the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

13
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Bl ack: "Representative, are you aware that Illinois is one of the
few states that does not |levy the state income tax on
pensi on i ncone?"

McCarthy: "Correct."

Bl ack: "Wuld this not then be... and |I've had simlar calls that
|  know you've had, but would this not in effect then be
gi ving one group of people kind of a double tax holiday or
break, if you will?"

McCarthy: "I don't think so. | nean, | see this as a property
tax rebate. | know the original legislation was witten as
a property tax rebate based on your incone tax filing.
However, | think that this is a one-time program | think
it is nore than justified to try and extend it to every
property tax payer in the state and they have to pay
property taxes to get it. W're not giving it to people
who don't pay atax, so |l just think it just extends the
programonto those people that were left out, and | think
it's nore than justified."

Bl ack: "Are you confortable in how these people wll be

identified if they, in fact, did not file an inconme tax

for n? Where's the database that wll identify these
peopl e?"
McCarthy: "Well, you're not on the Revenue Committee, but we did

di scuss that yesterday. The onus is on the new people who

want to file for this. | think we'll have no probl em
getting themto file the form | don't think it's going to
be a very conplicated form |It's basically... can use the
formthat's on the back of our Illinois Income Tax now with

an exception saying that any rebate you already receive,
under Section 2081 would be... you know you wouldn't be
applicable for this. | think the |anguage of the Bil

clearly states that people are not going to be able to get

14
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Bl ack:

a double rebate. And | think this is something that is
nore than justified, and I'"mvery confortable with it."

"How wi || the people get this forn? WII they..."

McCarthy: "The form would be nmade avail able by the Departnent of

Bl ack:

Revenue, since they're the one who is going to be, you
know, accessing the form W wll wuse the, you know,
normal state sources in order to make the application of
this formavailable. And also, | plan on personally, and
I"'m sure nost of the Representatives and Senators woul d do
their best to informtheir |ocal news nedia. | know the
news nedia in ny area have been very, very interested in
this legislation, and | hope to use that source in order to
make sure all those who could avail thenselves of it, wll.
| nmean, there nmay be some people that wll fall through the
cracks and | regret that, but | think we'll do everything
possible to nmake it known to the general public. And
hopefully, all of those that will be available, or will be
able to access it, wll."

"Have you had any any conversations with the Departnent of
Revenue on the specifics, the nmechanics? How w il they
adm nister the progran? | guess nore inportantly, have
they given you any reasonabl e assurance that they can, in
fact, admnister this program fairly, so that either
everyone is notified... My fear is, Representative, many
seniors in Illinois have already left for Florida, Arizona,
South Texas, they leave during the winter. That brings ne
toaBill I'd like to discuss, but that's not allowed under
House rules. How are they going to get the forn? | nean,
| suppose you could rely on, if they have children, the
children may send themthe form but | think that the
possibility exists that thousands of these people will not

get the form And since there is a cutoff, | assune that
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if they don't get the formback in by March 1st, if | read

this correctly, then they're out of [|uck. And many of

these people will not return to Illinois until md-April."
McCarthy: "I share your concern, but | think we have to nmake this

sone finite tinme period. | think leaving it going on

Bl ack:

forever is irresponsible. And while there my be sone
people that are left out of it, I think... |I knowin ny
case and | think nost of our fellow colleagues wll do
everything in their power to make it known to everyone. |
mean, to say that nobody's going to fall through the cracks
is probably irresponsible, but | think through, you know,
our sources and the news nmedia sources, we'll be able to
get the word out there. And | know there's a Ilot of
interest, you know, <comng into ny office fromnot only
people who live in ny district, but all over the Chicago
subur ban area. And | plan on getting back with them
personally, and | think that it will be in everyone's best

interest to make sure their constituents are well aware of

this. |1 think we'll get good cooperation from the news
media, but | do share your concern. | think there'll be
sone egg on ny face personally if sonme people fall through

the <cracks, but I wasn't willing to allow it to just go on
forever, which is why | made such tight tinme franes."

"Has anyone fromthe Anmerican Cancer Society approached
you about this additional usage of tobacco settlenent
money? | know they weren't happy |ast year. | assune

they're not happy with this either."

McCarthy: "They really have not. But, you know, | think your

Bl ack:

assunption is probably correct.™

"Well, I think it was about two weeks ago, and excuse ne |
have the article but it's upstairs, | don't have it wwth ne
on the floor. A federal judge, | don't even know, scratch

16


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

128t h Legi sl ative Day Novenber 16, 2000

t hat . | don't knowif it was a federal judge. A judge in
Florida, now there's a state that we've heard from lately,
but a judge in Florida rul ed about two weeks ago on a cl ass
action tobacco suit, and wupheld a punitive damage award
that | think... | stand corrected if I'm wong, | think
that punitive action award was in excess of $100 billion.
Now there was talk last spring that depending on what
happened in that Florida case there are various escape
clauses in the tobacco settlenent, i.e., if they |ose
profitability, if the cigarette portion of a business goes
into bankruptcy and a hundred billion dollar lawsuit may
very well put sone in bankruptcy. The tobacco settl enment
that we have said will bring 9 billion to Illinois may very
wel | disappear. So, you're sure that that's the best
source of revenue, and | know you can say rightfully so,
well, that's what we did last year. And there are those
who said we shouldn't have done that. But are you sure the

tobacco noney is, in fact, there?"

McCarthy: "Well, you know, 1Y reason for pursuing this

Bl ack:

legislation is that | think this is a one-tinme only thing.
| nmean, we'd all love to pass nore permanent tax relief for
our citizens, but | think we're being fiscally responsible
by making this a one-tine thing. And ny legislation is
just to say, we did this a one-tine basis and this is to
catch up for those who weren't able to avail thenselves to
that. So, | think it is very fiscally responsible to do it
the way that this legislation pursues. But | share with
you, as far as, you know, any future |egislation that nakes
this relief permanent based on, you know, expected proceeds
from that «cigarette deal shoul d be handl ed very
cautiously."

"Does your legislation address various real estate tax
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exenptions and deferrals that sone seniors have taken
advant age of? There is the seniors' assessnent freeze.
There are nethods by which you can forego paying property
taxes to a certain value of your house. Now, if they have
t aken advantage of sone of these prograns, particularly
prograns where they are not paying property taxes, as one
of our prograns allows themto do until they have gotten to
a certain value of the house, and then when the house is
sold wupon their death, or whatever, the | ocal governnents
will receive the deferred dollars that they have not gotten
because of the property tax freeze or nonpaynent. Those
peopl e are going to get the reinbursenent too, even though,

in fact, they may not have paid any property tax?"

McCarthy: "They wll not. They will not. As with the original
legislation, | think it was witten correctly to say, these
are for property taxes paid. So, like in my case, | get a
homeowner's exenption in Cook County, well | didn't get any

Bl ack:

rebate on that anount that was exenpted and no one el se did
either in the original legislation or in this |egislation.
If they didn't pay any property taxes in 1999, they wll be
applicable for no rebate. | think that was well covered in
the original Bill and that continues on in this piece of
| egislation as well."

"Once again, in the question that came up |last year,
Representative, doesn't do a thing for people who live in

apartnents, correct?"

McCarthy: "Correct."

Bl ack:

"And that's an awful lot of people in the Gty of Chicago.

| mean, there are thousands and thousands and t housands of

people, so it doesn't do anything for people who Ilive in
apartnents. And | do appreciate your forthrightness in
answering the questions. Let ne... And perhaps, it's
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rhetorical but maybe you could enlighten ne. I f the
Depart ment of Revenue, who are up to their eyeballs right
now in the Crcuit Breaker Program expansion that kicks in,
inalittle nore than six weeks, and if they find that they
don't have the people power, and they don't have the
ability to admnister this program in a tinely fashion
because they <can't do a |long delay because your deadline
will... then the program sinply won't work. If the
Departnent at a later date says, look we can't do it,
either let wus hire new people, do a supplenental, or we
cannot get the forms, we cannot admnister the program
then who becones the responsible party? Do | refer all of

nmy seniors to your office?"

McCarthy: "To ny office at Danville. Thank you. You know, that

Bl ack:

concern was addressed before the commttee and the
Departnent of Revenue spokesperson said that it would be,
you know, a new burden on them but he did not say it would
be an inpossible burden. | think that the value of this
nmore than justifies placing that additional burden on them
And | have every confidence it's not going to be... | nean,
t hey have access to these records. W tal ked about that in
comm ttee, about, you know, they don't have any access to
property tax records. And the question cane up, well how
are they approving all these property tax credits on the
mllions of returns that we just got the rebate for? So
then it came out that of course they have access to those
records. And while it wll be an additional burden, |
think it's a justified burden and I have every confidence
that they will neet the mandate in this legislation.”
"Thank you very nuch, Representative. M. Speaker, to the
Amendnent. The CGentleman... | don't question the fact that

his intentions are noble. There are a |lot of unanswered
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guestions about this Bill, not anong the | east of which is
the potential for an admnistrative nightmare. |'m not
certain... At least with the other program whether you

favored it or didn't favor it, the data was easily

accessi ble through the Departnent of Revenue database on

the Illinois Incone Tax System M fear is that seniors
who do not file an Illinois Inconme Tax form because we
don't tax pension inconme, rightfully so, I mght add, it

may be a nightrmare to adm nister this program M fear is
that people will be left out, not contacted, through no
fault of the Representative. It's just that |I'mnot sure
there is a database that is going to ensure a fair and
equitable notice of the program And when that happens and
the March 1lst deadline arrives, as we did with |last year's
program sone people will be happy, sone people wll be
very unhappy. And | guess it's the nature of our business
that that's what we do. | have sonme serious concerns about
just how this program wll work. | have sone serious
concerns that we're going into this without a clear picture
of what the actual cost may be, and at sone point, at sone
point, another group wll come down, i.e., apartnent
dwel lers and say, |look you' ve taken care of just about
everybody that owns a house, you left us out. And at sone
point this Body has to say, we did the best we could. W
t hought | ast year's programwas fair and | have a lot of
people in ny district who don't agree with that. W're
using a source of revenue that nmay be depleted and that
anti-snoking people are certainly not going to be happy
wth., So, there are a | ot of unanswered questions on the
Gentl eman's Anendnent. And while it's very difficult to
vote against seniors, | would suggest that we have a

spirited and clear debate, and that you vote on this issue
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very carefully. Thank you, M. Speaker."

Speaker Madigan: "The question is, '"Shall the House adopt the
Amendnent ?' Those in favor of the Anmendnent signify by
voting 'aye'; those opposed by voting 'no'. This question
is on the Arendnent. Those in favor of the Amendnent vote
"aye'; those opposed vote 'no'. Have all voted who w sh?
There are 2 people not voting. The Oerk shall take the
record. On this question, there are 113 people voting
'yes', 1 person voting 'no'. The Amendnent is adopt ed.
M. Cerk, are there any further Amendnents?"

Clerk Rossi: "No further Anmendnents have been approved for

consi deration."

Speaker Madigan: "Wat is the status of the request for a fiscal
not e?"

Clerk Rossi: "A fiscal note, a state nmandates note, a state debt
i npact note have been requested on the Bill. And those

notes have not been filed."

Speaker Madigan: "The Bill shall remain on the Order of Second
Reading. M. MCarthy. M. MCarthy. You're finished?"

McCarthy: "I just want to thank you, M. Speaker."

Speaker Madigan: "You're welcone. On page 2 of the Calendar, on
the Order of House Bills-Third Readi ng, there appears House
Bill 4577. Representative Mnique Davis. M. Cerk, what
is the status of this Bill?"

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 4577, a Bill for an Act maki ng

appropriations. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Davis."
Davi s, M: "M. Speaker , Il would Iike for Julie Hanos,
Representative Hanbs to answer questions on this Bill, it

is her Amendnent."”
Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Hanos."

Hanos: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen. This is a
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Speaker

Bl ack:

Speaker

Bl ack:

Speaker

Bl ack:

Bl ack:

very inportant Bill that | know you have all received lots
of correspondence, and phone <calls, and contacts about.
You' ve received contacts by a very broad coalition that
i ncludes parents of devel opnentally-di sabled children, of
providers, of children and adults in Illinois, of unions,
of enployers, of clergy, of advocates. This is really a
uni que coalition comng together to speak directly fromthe
heart about why it's inportant to attract and retain
quality staff in community prograns for the devel opnentally
di sabled. This Bill would grant a $1 an hour wage increase
plus about 20% in benefits. Again, this goes only to
communi ty- based services that serve adults and children
wi th devel opnental disabilities. And I'd be glad to answer

any questions.”

Madi gan: "The Lady noves for the passage of the Bill

M. Black."

"Thank you very much, M. Speaker. Inquiry of the Chair?"

Madi gan: "State your inquiry."

"We're debating the Bill not an Amendnent, correct?"

Madi gan: "That's correct.”

"Ckay. Thank you. Representative, | do appreciate the
fact you and | have had correspondence on this Bill over

the sumrer and you' ve been very kind to answer ny letters
of inquiry. It would be fair to assune or fair to say,
would it not, that there are comrunity-based providers who
are opposed to your Bill?"

"I don't know of anyone who is opposed to the Bill. There
are sone comunity-based providers that wish that it had
gone further, and that's not that unusual in this process.”

"Did you not receive a letter fromthe Lester and Rosali e,
and excuse ne | don't know how this is pronounced, Anixter

Center on North Cdark Street in Chicago? | think I sent
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Hanos:

Bl ack:

Bl ack:

you a copy of that."

"Yes, and the Anixter Center was in commttee the other
day. They did nake the trip down here, but they did not
testify in opposition. | amaware, however, that they have
sonme concerns because they do wish that the Bill had gone
further to include direct-care workers who work with the
mental ly ill."

"Yeah, and that's a good point. There are two things that
concern ne about this Bill, and nmaybe you can address one.
There are centers who serve our nost in-need people in this
state that have unionized and have union contracts. This
Bill, as | understand it, would supersede a union contract.
Perhaps they're in the first year of a three-year contract
of wages, and then this Bill will conme in and give people
who work for that agency covered under a contract, if
they're involved in the devel opnental disabilities delivery
area, will give thema dollar raise. Correct?"

"Well, | don't believe that this Bill supersedes any union
contracts. This Bill provides an additional source of
funding in eight different line itenms that the conmmunity
services may apply for. They don't have to apply for it,
and really, if they are in a position where they don't want
to give the full dollar to all of their different prograns,
they're not required to apply for this. And this does not
super sede any union contracts."”

"That's a very inportant point. Now, |et nme nake sure |
understood what you said. If a comunity-based provider
has a contract for wages and working conditions, you're
telling ne that that board then would have the inherent
legal right to say, don't send us the noney, we are not
going to award it. Qur wages are determned by our

contract. And they <can refuse the noney then. |[|s that
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Hanos:

Bl ack:

Bl ack:

what you're telling nme?"

"Exactly. This would be an RFP that would be put out by
the state that community-based service progranms may apply
for. W're just providing sone additional funds to the
Departnent of Human Services to nmake this available.”

" Ckay. So, the wultimate authority for giving or not
giving this dollar wage increase would rest with the center
and its governing board. W are not usurping any governing
board of a community-based provider's ability to say, we
appreciate the intent, as a community-based provider in ny
community said, 'W certainly appreciate the intent of what
the Sponsor is trying to do, but it creates nore problens
for wus then it solves." So, if |I'mhearing you correctly,
that board could then say to the state through a proposal
or correspondence, don't send us the noney?"

"That is correct."”

"All right. Because, | think one of the problens we have
is that if you're involved in developnental disabilities
you could get this increase, but in downstate rural areas
sonebody may work in devel opnental disabilities on Tuesday,
then have a focus group or a group session wth the
mentally ill on Wednesday. And one of ny providers said,
"What do | do then? Do | give themthe dollar raise only
when they're working with the devel opnental |y di sabl ed, and

they can't get the increased wage when they're working with

the nentally il1? What would he do in a case |ike that?"
"Yeah. well, | think, you know, the comunity-based
service progranms in the State of Illinois have been

underfunded for so long that they typically piece together
their budgets with Band-Aids any way they can. And | know
that sonme of the executives who run these organizations are

anong the nost clever people in ternms of doing that. I
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Bl ack:

Bl ack:

Bl ack:

know that sonme of themw ||l be able to seek fundi ng under
this and sone may not."

"And | do agree with your one statenent. The real issue
we're faced wth is the wunderfunding of these kinds of
services that we're asking comunity-based providers to
gi ve. That's the real issue. Wat's the projected cost
figure of this dollar increase for those involved in
devel opnental disabilities?"

"The dollar figure is about $75 mllion, and we think
alnmost all of it is nmedicaid reinbursable. So, for the
General Revenue Fund it's about $37.5 million."

"But, do we have any assurance, given what we have heard
out of Washington for the last two nonths, that our
medi cai d rei mbur senent from Washington, which is a
consi derabl e anount of noney to the State of [Illinois,
alnost a half a billion dollars, do we have any definitive
answer yet from Washington as to whether they're going to
strip that fromus, or that we will continue to be able to
access the federal reinbursenent for nedicaid and these
ki nds of services?"

"As far as | know, Representative Black, the issue that's
pendi ng i n Congress does not affect these services in these
ki nd of prograns.”

"Ckay. What would it take... You say this is 75 mllion,
gives a dollar wage increase to those working only in the
devel opnental ly disabled field, it doesn't do a thing for
those people who are working with the nentally ill. \What
would it take... Do you have an estimate on how nuch
funding it would require to bring the community-based
providers up to the full funding to do the job wth our
nost at-risk citizens that we ask themto do and we have

not been sending the noney? How short are we?"

25


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

128t h Legi sl ative Day Novenber 16, 2000
Hanos: "Unfortunately, Representative Black, | don't have the
answer . | have tried to get the answer, because this is a
conpelling argunent to ne and you may know that | would

Bl ack:

care very nuch about trying to also inprove the services

for the nentally ill. | have not been able to get an
answer. | have been told, however, that the key difference
between services for the nentally ill and devel opnental |y
disabled is that the nentally ill is not nedicaid eligible

for the nost part. So, it seened like a very big price tag
at this tinme, and we took kind of an increnmental approach.”
" Ckay. Well, thank you very nuch, Representative. | do
appreci ate your effort in this Bill. And | certainly
appreciate the fact that you have taken tine to answer ny
inquiries by mail and answer the inquiries that sonme of ny

agency directors have had about your intent with this Bill

To the Bill, M. Speaker, if | mght. Ladies and Gentl enen
of the House, there isn't any question that this Bill wll
pass overwhel m ngly. But sone of ny colleagues... and |

think because of Representative Hanps's work, she answered
the nost serious question that any downstate or rural
Legi sl ator had. Many of the directors of these agencies
who are creative people and who know how to get the nost
out of a dollar of anybody | have ever net in ny life, but
many of themcalled ne and said, ook you are <creating a
horrible problem for mnmy agency if you nmandate | pay ny
wor kers who are only involved in devel opnentally disabled
work an extra dollar, then the people who are doing the
work in nmy agency with the nentally ill do not get the
dol | ar. You know, just imagine what that would do. It
woul d be |ike saying, those of us who sit in the third row
of the House would get an extra $10 per diem but the rest

of you would not. That would be delightful. | can hear
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that discussion now. | think the saving grace of your
Bill, although the price tag is high, is one, the director

can refuse or his/her board can refuse to take the noney if
they think it creates an adm nistrative problem which they
don't want to deal wth. O in the case of a wunion
contract, they have bargai ned wages and conditions and they
don't want to say... because they would imediately be in a
grievance situation if certain people under the contract

got an additional dollar. They would imediately be in a

gri evance position. So, wth your assurance that they
still have the ability to control and run their agency as
they see fit, |I think that elimnates nost of the concern
that I have. | would sinply caution people who in rural

areas, so many of the people in our comunity-based

providers have to do nulti tasks, one day they may work

with the severely and profoundly disabled. The next day
they may work with a... in a group setting with those who
have serious enotional or nental problens. The next day

they may be working with people who have substance abuse
probl enms. And the nethodol ogy of who gets the noney and
under what conditions is also a concern to those agencies
that are sorely understaffed, and people do a variety of
t asks. | think what you need to renenber when you vote on
this program it's a $75 mllion cost and it is but the
first step. And | would hope that we all keep in m nd that
the dollars required to neet the obligations to our
citizens who are at the greatest risk goes far beyond this
$75 mllion. W are chronically underfunding our conmunity
providers, and we are putting people at risk. So this is
but one step, and if you are not prepared to take the other
steps and to spend the mllions and mllions of dollars

nore that it will take, then you ought to at |east be
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Speaker

honest enough to vote 'no' if you're not going to join with
t he Sponsor and vote 'yes' on the many steps yet to cone to
get to the position where we fully fund our providers to
our citizens who are at great risk. Representative, again

I et me thank you for your indulgence. Let ne thank you for
answering the questions that ny providers had posed to ne.
| really appreciate the fact that you responded quickly,
succinctly, and | can assure you that the providers that
cane to ne with questions appreciate the fact that you're
forthright, answer questions, and will work wth them on
the difficult tasks to get to the funding |level that we
need to reach. Thank you very nuch."

Madi gan: "We have now had one Denocrat speak on the Bill
and one Republican speak on the Bill. There are four
peopl e seeking recognition. The Chair woul d suggest that,
to the Denocrats, we are planning a caucus to talk about
the Bear's Stadium proposal and pension legislation. And
the Chair would further suggest that at this tinme we go to
a roll call on Third Reading. And, M. Cderk, those in
favor of the Bill signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed by
voting 'no'. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who
w sh? The Cerk shall take the record. On this question,
there are 114 people voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no'. Thi s
Bill, having received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby

decl ared passed. M. Cderk... Recognizes M. Hol brook."

Hol br ook: "Thank you, Speaker. | rise on a point of personal
privilege. We're honored today and joined in the gallery
by the third grade classes from Ellis School from
Belleville, Illinois. Let's give thema round of wel cone

Speaker

here. Thank you."

Madi gan: " Agreed Resol utions.”

Clerk Rossi: "Agreed Resolutions. House Resolution 886, offered
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House Resol uti on 889,
Moni que Davi s;
Bl ack; House Resol ution 892,

Scul ly; House Resolution 893,

Scully; House Resolution 894,

Scul ly; House Resolution 895,

Scully; House Resolution 896,

Novak; House Resol ution 897,

Wbj ci k; House Resolution 898,

Wj ci k; House Resolution 900,

Scully; House Resolution 901,

Currie; House Resolution 902,

Currie; House Resol ution 903,

Mat hi as; House Resol ution 904,

Younge; House Resolution 905,

McAul i ffe; House Resol uti on 906,

Currie; House Resol ution 908,
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of fered

of fered
of fered
of fered
of fered
of fered
of fered
of fered
of fered
of fered
of fered
of fered
of fered
of fered
of fered
of fered
of fered

of fered

16, 2000

by

of fered

by
by
by
by
by
by
by
by
by
by
by
by
by
by
by
by
by

t he Agreed Resol utions.

Representative Currie noves for the adoption of the Agreed

Resol uti ons.

'no'.

The 'ayes’

Those in favor say 'aye';

have it. The Resol utions

The Cerk for the Adjournment Resolution.”

Rossi :
Representati ve

91st General

Represent ati ves concurring herein,

adj ourn on Thursday, Novenber

adj our ned

and the House of

"Senat e

Assenbly of the State of

until

Joi nt Resol uti on #76,

Currie, be it

16, 2000, the

Representatives stands

are

Senat e

adj our ned

of fered

t hose opposed say

adopt ed.

by

resol ved by the Senate of the
Il'linois the House of
t hat when the two Houses
st ands
Tuesday, Novenber 28, 2000, at 12: 00 noon,

until
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Speaker

Ryder :

Speaker

Lopez:

Speaker

Tuesday, Novenber 28, 2000, at 1:00 p.m"

Madi gan: "Representative Currie noves for the adoption of
the Adjournnent Resol ution. Those in favor say 'yes';
t hose opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it. The

Adj ournment Resolution is adopted. The Chair recognizes
M. Ryder for the purpose of an announcenent."”

"Thank you, M. Speaker. | have the honor of introducing
the seniors from Jersey Community H gh School who are
standing in the Speaker's Gallery. These are nenbers of the
Jersey Community Hi gh School Show Choir and Jazz Band who
will be performng in the rotunda starting in just a few
monments. So as we leave if you would like to stop by and
hear some good songs and sonme good jazz, we invite you to
stop by and join these two wonderful organizations of sone
out standi ng students. And | would I|ike to welcone the
seniors fromthis organi zation to the House. Please join
me in welcomng them"

Madi gan: "The Chair recogni zes Representative Lopez for
t he purpose of an announcenent. M. Lopez"

"Thank vyou, M . Speaker . Denocrat s Wil | caucus
i medi ately after Session in Room 114."

Madi gan: "And | would rem nd all Denobcrats the purpose of
the caucus is to receive a presentation fromthe Chicago
Bears and to discuss pension legislation. Further advice.
The schedule for next spring has been distributed so you
shoul d nmake sure that you get one before you |eave town.
Representative Currie noves that the House does stand
adj ourned until Tuesday, Novenber 28 at 1 p.m Those in
favor say 'aye'; those opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have
it. The House does stand adjourned until Tuesday, Novenber

28 at 1 p.m, providing perfunctory tine for the Cerk."

Clerk Rossi: "House Perfunctory Session wll cone to order
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I ntroduction of Resolutions. House Resolution 907, offered
by Representative Gglio; House Joint Resolution 74,
of fered by Representative Beaubien; House Joint Resolution
75, of fered by Representative Stephens; House Joint

Resolution 76, offered by Representative Ryder, are

assigned to the Rules Commttee. Introduction and First

Readi ng of Senate Bills. Senate Bill 1191, offered by
Representative Tenhouse, a Bill for an Act to anend the
Uniform D sposition of Unclainmed Property Act. First
Reading of this Senate Bill. Senate Bill 1867, offered by
Representative Tenhouse, a Bill for an Act concerning
t axati on. First Reading of this Senate Bill. Senate Bil

1975, offered by Representative Black, a Bill for an Act

concerning land clainms. First Reading of this Senate Bill

I ntroduction and First Reading of House Bills. House Bil

4760, offered by Representative Skinner, a Bill for an Act
concerning public health and safety. House Bill 4761
of fered by Representative Julie Curry, a Bill for an Act
concerning taxation. First Reading of this House Bill

House Perfunctory Session will cone to order. Messages
fromthe Senate. 'M. Speaker, | amdirected to informthe
House of Representatives that the Senate has accepted the
Governor's specific recommendations for change which are
attached to a Bill of the followng title, the acceptance
of which | aminstructed to ask the -concurrence of the
House, to wt: Senate Bill 810, a Bill for an Act to anend
the 1llinois Incone Tax Act; and Senate Bill 1382, a Bil

for an Act to anend the Crimnal Code of 1961; and Senate
Bill 1404, a Bill for an Act concerning the regul ation of
audiologists. | amfurther directed to transmt to the
House of Representatives the following copy of the

Governor's specific recomendations for change to the
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Senate, action taken by the Senate, Novenber 15, 2000.°
Introduction and First Reading of House Bills. House Bil
4762, offered by Representative Bill Mtchell, a Bill for
an Act concerning presidential and vice-presidential
el ectors; House Bill 4763, a Bill for an Act regarding the
state police. First Reading of these House Bills. Being

no further business, the House Perfunctory Session stands

adj ourned. "
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