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Speaker Hartke: "The House shall cone to order. The House shal
comne to order. W shall be led in prayer today by Lee

Crawford, the Assistant Pastor of the Victory Tenple Church
in Springfield, Illinois. The guests in the gallery my
wsh to rise and join wus for the invocation and remain
standing for the Pledge. Pastor Crawford."

Pastor Crawford: "May we lift our hearts as well as our mnds.
Most gracious and nost kind eternal God, giver of life.
Fat her, we ask that You judge over us as we stand hunbly
before You as Your sons, and as Your daughters of Your
di vine plan. W ask that You would stand before us as a
great God, as we stand before You as a people m ndful of
Your great favor that You have bestowed upon us. And bl ess
us to be mndful of Your will that You' ve asked us to do.
So Father, | ask that Your divine presence would be upon
us. That Your mght would strengthen us. That Your spirit
woul d guide us. And that Your great counsel would advise
us. Father, this we kindly and hunbly pray. Anmen."

Speaker Hartke: "W shall be led in prayer today... or the Pledge
of All egiance by Representative Andrea More."

Moore, A. - et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,
one nation under God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice
for all."

Speaker Hartke: "Roll Call for Attendance. Representati ve
Currie, report on the Denocrat side."

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. Please let the record show that
Representative Mary Flowers and Representative Charles
Morrow are both excused today."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Poe on the Republican side."

Poe: "M. Speaker, t he only absentee we have today is

Representative Eil een Lyons."
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Speaker Hartke: "M. Cderk, take the record. 115 Menber s
answering the roll call. A quorumis present. M. derk,
do you have any announcenent s?"

Clerk Rossi: "Rules wll nmeet imediately in the Speaker's
Conference Room The Rules Commttee will neet inmediately
in the Speaker's Conference Room™

Speaker Hartke: "Clerk for Commttee Reports."”

Clerk Rossi: "Committee Reports. Representative Pugh, Chairperson
fromthe Commttee on Revenue, to which the follow ng
measure/s was/were referred, action taken on Wdnesday,
Novenmber 15, 2000, reported the sane back wth t he
followng recomendation/s: 'do pass Short Debate' House
Bill 4738. Representative Mirphy, Chairperson from the
Comm ttee on Personnel and Pensions, to which the follow ng
measure/s was/were referred, action taken on Wdnesday,

Novenmber 15, 2000, reported the sane back wth t he

followng recomendation/s: 'do pass as anended Short
Debate' Senate Bill 1047; recomends 'be adopted House
Amendnent #2 to Senate Bill 851. Representative Mniqgue
Davi s, Chai r per son from t he Comm ttee on

Appropriations-Human Services, to which the fol |l ow ng
measure/s was/were referred, action taken on Wdnesday,
Novenmber 15, 2000, reported the sane back wth t he
follow ng recomendation/s: 'do pass as anended Short
Debat e’ House Bill 4577."

Speaker Hartke: "Clerk for an additional Commttee Report."

Clerk Rossi: "Conmttee Reports. Representative Barbara Fl ynn
Currie, Chairperson fromthe Conmttee on Rules, to which
the followng neasures were referred, action taken on
Novenmber 15, 2000, reported the sane back wth t he
foll ow ng recommendation: to the Commttee on Children and

Yout h, House Resolution 883; to the Conmttee on El enentary
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and Secondary Education, House Resolution 870; to the
Commi ttee on Environnment and Energy, House Resolution 879
and House Resolution 887; to the Commttee of Human
Ser vi ces, House Resolution 842; to the Commttee on
Revenue, House Bills 4743 and 4754. Appr oved for
consideration, conpliance Anendatory Veto Mdtion on House
Bill 861."

Speaker Hartke: "Recognizes the Lady from Cook, Representative
Currie. For what reason do you rise?"

Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker. To make a Motion to suspend the
posting requirenents so that Representative Black's House
Bills 4743 and 4754 may be heard in the Commttee on
Revenue. "

Speaker Hartke: "You've heard the Lady's Motion. Al those in
favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the
opinion of the Chair, the '"ayes' have it and the Mdtion is
carried. Representative Ryder, for what reason do you seek

recogni tion?"

Ryder: "M . Speaker, | would ask consent to nake an announcenent,
if I may?"

Speaker Hartke: "Is there |eave? Leave is granted."”

Ryder: "Thank you. | would like to informeveryone that today is
"AS Day'. You may have noticed the displays downstairs.

There's several communities as well as state agencies that

are displaying their GS wares. | would invite everyone to
go down, examne them It is the wave of the future of
technol ogy. Many of your communities are doing this. So,

|  would encourage everyone to go down there. And if, by
sone rare circunstance you are not aware of what G S stands
for, then you should go downstairs to find out. Thank
you. "

Speaker Hartke: "Thank you, M. Ryder. Menbers pl ease be in
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their chairs. W have a special guest today and we want to
be prepared when he arrives. M. Jones, M. Wolard, would
you pl ease take your chair? M. Franks? Regul ar Sessi on
will stand in recess. | recognize the doorkeeper for an
announcenent . "

Door keeper Crawford: "M . Speaker, the Honor abl e Pr esi dent
Philip, and the Menbers of the Senate are at the door and
seek adm ssion to the chanber."

Speaker Hartke: "M . Doorkeeper, please admt the Honorable
Senators. As designated in House Resolution #73, the hour
of 11 a.m having arrived, the Joint Session of the 91st
Ceneral Assenbly will now cone to order. WII the Menbers
of the House and our esteened guests fromthe Senate,
pl ease take their seats? M. derk, a quorumof the House
is present.”

Clerk Rossi: "A quorum of the House is present.”

Speaker Madigan: "Speaker Madigan in the Chair. M. President,
is a quorumof the Senate present in this chanber?"
President Philip: "Thank you, M. Speaker. A quorum of the

Senate is present.”
Speaker Madi gan: "There being a quorum of the House, and a quorum

of the Senate in attendance, this Joint Session 1is

convened. The Chair wuld |like to recognize certain
dignitaries who have joined us today. First, the First
Lady of the State of Illinois, Lura Lynn Ryan in the rear

gallery. The wife of Anbassador Remrez, Ms. Patricia
Rem rez. There are two physicians who have traveled with
M. Remrez, they're from Cuba. There's Dr. GOdalys Laso,
excuse ny Spanish. Dr. Laso. Also, Noberto Mranda. The
Director of +the Departnment of Comrerce and Comrunity
Affairs, Director McDonough. The Chair of the |Illinois

Arts Council, Shirley Madigan. The Chair woul d recognize
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the Governor of +the State for the pur pose of an
i ntroduction. M. Governor."

Governor Ryan: "Good norning and thank you, Speaker Madi gan, and
Menbers of the General Assenbly. |'mdelighted to be here.
Come back to my old haunts. See a lot of ny old friends
and several of ny new friends, several of ny new enem es.
But I'mdelighted to be here at any cost. |I'mhere really
this norning to introduce to the General Assenbly and their
guests, a friend of Illinois, a fellow that we nade
friendship with over a year ago. Fernando Remrez is the
Chief Principal Oficer of the Cuban Interest Section in
Washi ngton, D.C. He is the highest ranking Cuban official
to be inthe United States. He's been an increasing |link
in creating humanitarian bridge between the people of Cuba
and the people of Illinois. And with his guidance and
encour agenent we traveled to Cuba as you ny recall. And we
t ook nedi ci ne and we took school supplies. W were on a
humani tarian m ssion. And we built a bridge of goodw ||
bet ween the people of Cuba and the people of IIlinois. e
established a bridge that was grounded in a foundation of
friendship and cooperation. And we |learned that there are
opportunities for the people of 1Illinois to share our
know edge and experti se. Most recently, Chi | drens
Menorial Hospital hosted a historical nedical exchange.
Political differences were cast aside and young Rodell,
comonly known as 'Rowdy’' Medina, had an operation that
literally saved his |ife. Rowdy's doctors from Cuba that
were introduced here, Dr. Laso and Dr. Mranda, join us
today. And they were introduced by Speaker Madi gan. They
| earned about this |ife saving nedical procedure and ot her
nmedi cal advances on their visit wth the Mdinas to

Chil drens' Hospital. These doctors are here to learn the
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procedure. Only two places in the world this procedure can
go on. One is at Childrens' Hospital, Menorial Hospital
and one is in London. These advances in friendship just
couldn't have happened w thout the dedication and the
| eadership of Fernando Remirez. Anbassador Remirez who is
joined here today by his wonderful wife, Patricia, has a
very long and distinguished career in i nt ernati onal
rel ations. He's first served as the First Deputy M nister
of Foreign Affairs for Cuba, and is Cuba's representative
to the United Nations from 1994 to 1995. And as the chief
of the Cuban Interest Section, Fernando, as | said, is the
hi ghest ranking Cuban official posted in the United States.
And nost inportantly, he's a friend to Illinois. And he
treated us very kindly when we were in Cuba, and | think we
made sone great inroads there because of his diplomtic
skills. And |I'm delighted to have the opportunity to
i ntroduce to you, Anbassador Fernando Remrez. Fer nando,
it's all yours.™

Anbassador Remrez: "Thank you very nuch, Honorable Governor
CGeorge Ryan and First Lady, Ms. Ryan, Honorable M chael
Madi gan, Speaker of the Illinois House of Representatives,
Honorabl e 'Pate' Philip, Senate President, Honorable Lee
Dani el s, Republican Leader, Honorable Em | Jones, Senate
Denocrat Leader, Honorabl e Edgar Lopez, Representative. It
is a great honor for us to be here today with you Senators
and Representatives of the great State of |Illinois.
Representatives of the noble and friendly people of this
State, thank you very nmuch for inviting us to be here. One
year ago, the State of Illinois took a very significant
step forward to Cuba with a historical trip nmade to our
honmel and by a del egati on headed by Governor Ryan and Ms.

Ryan, the Honorable M chael Madigan, Speaker of t he
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[1linois House of Representatives, the Honorable Lee
Daniels, Mnority Leader, the Honorable Em| Jones, Senate
Denocrat Leader, and nmany ot her distingui shed personalities
from the State of Illinois. That was not only a historic
and very successful visit for the Cuban people but also a
maj or breakthrough in the relations between Cuba and the
United States. It was the first tine that a Governor from
the United States officially visited Cuba, and it was al so
the first time in 40 years that a high-ranking Anmerican
official delivered a speech to a Cuban audi ence. Please
allow ne to take this opportunity to say that our people
will never forget that trip and what it neant. We'Ill never
forget how brave and dignified you were on how nmany
obstacles you had to overcone to nmake possible that trip.
Nevertheless, that trip was not the first step taken by
IIlinois with regard to our country. W renenber, very
clearly, that this Assenbly was the very first |legislative
Body in the United States that passed a Resolution to [|ift
the enbargo on food and nedi ci ne agai nst our peopl e, which
is by the way, the only enbargo on food and nedicine in the
whol e world. And that Resolution was a significant step
that was passed wunaninmously for all of you. And let ne
tell you that in all our people know that fact and wll
al ways renenber that this Body were the first ones in the
United States who approved that Resolution. Thank you very
much all of you for this. Today, we wunderstand that you
have a second Resolution. This tinme a Joint House/ Senate
Resolution. And we hope that also this tinme you wll
approve this Resolution. Thank you very nmuch, also. W
woul d i ke to express our deepest appreciation to the two
Menbers of this legislative Body that were the pronoters of

this pr oposal , Represent ati ves Edgar Lopez and Dan
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Rut her f or d. That were the ones who introduced this
Resolution and we want to thank again for the continual
efforts in pronoting t he first Joi nt House/ Senat e
Resolution to lift the enbargo. But we have not to cone
here today to speak about the U S. enbargo against Cuba.
And not Dbecause we think that we'll be preaching to the
choir. W truly believe that that policy is outdated and
out of touch wth the global world that we |ive today.
Because the world has changed, has changed and wll
continue to change in the next future. W think that the
vast majority of the Anerican people is in favor to inprove
relations with Cuba |ike the Cuban people, and is against
the enbargo like the vast mmjority of the international
community like was denonstrated just Ilast week in the
United Nations with the vast majority of the votes of the
menbers of that international body. W cane to this
hi storical Capitol to express our wllingness to have
normal and friendly relations between our two peoples. W
are nei ghbor countries that should work together 1in areas
i ke transportation, comuni cations, environnents, counter
narcotics, sports, culture, tourism and so nmany other
areas. The day in which the Illinois conpanies and farmers
can make business with Cuba will be the day that both w |
mutual Iy benefit fromeach other. For exanple: just in
terms of food and agricultural products, our country wll
buy this year $1 billion in products from all over the
world, and really from all over the world, including
Australia and sonme Asian countries. And we know, and we

are sure, that all this products we could buy here in the

United States, here in this State of |Illinois. And |I'm
sure that you wll agree with ne, that will be a better
quality products that we'll have to our people. Cuba is a
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devel oping nation, not a huge market |ike China. But as a
country, we have the sane population as the State of
I[I'linois, wth econony expansion and positive grow h,
i ncluding tourismthat has becane the first econom c sector
in Cuba, and just next year we'll have two mllion foreign
visitors in our country. Qur goal is to inprove the |iving
st andards of the Cuban peopl e. Thus, we target as our
priorities: heal th care, education, and social security.
And thanks to all of you Honorables, Senators and Menbers
of the State House of Representatives and particularly,
thanks to a | eadership of Governor Ryan, the State of
II'linois is a pioneer in the cooperation between Cuba and
the United States. As aresult of your efforts a news
bureau of the Chicago Tribune will be very soon in Havana.
And today, we have changes in health care, education,
culture, sports, and many other fields. Here are with us
two Cuban doctors as an exanple of this cooperation. And
the nost inportant thing, thanks to your support, to your
humani tarian attitudes, the I|ife of one Cuban child,
Rodell, will be saved. Thanks to all of you, first place,
Governor, the life of one Cuban child will be saved for the
future as a good exanple of how nmany things can we do
together. There are many things that we could learn from
many institutions of I1llinois and so many opportunities
that we both could take advantage of. It has been a
pl easure to be here in the Land of Lincoln and being here
rem nds nme of Abraham Lincoln, the great emancipator, wote

inaletter to Janmes Conklin on August 26th, 1863, 'Peace

does not appear so distant as it did.'" | hope it will cone
soon and cone to stay. And so cone as to be worth the
keeping in all future hands. Thank you very mnmuch all of
you. It has been a great honor for us to be here. And
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thank you to the Governor, Ms. Ryan, the Speaker, the
President of the Senate, to all distinguished Menbers of

the Senate of Illinois and the House of Representatives and

speci al thank you very nmuch to the brave people of the

State of Illinois. Thank you very nuch."

Speaker Madi gan: "The President of the Senate is recogni zed for a
Motion."

President Philip: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | nove the Joint

Session do now arise."

Speaker Madigan: "The President of the Senate has noved that the
Joint Session do now arise. All those in favor signify by
saying 'aye'; all those opposed signify by saying 'no'.
The 'ayes' have it. And the Joint Session will now ari se.
The Regul ar Session wll come to order and stand at ease.
The Governor plans to escort the Anbassador down the center

aisle for those of you who may wish to speak with the

Anbassador, personally. Recogni zes the Cderk for an
announcenent . "
Clerk Rossi: "Supplenental Calendar #1 is being distributed."”

Speaker Madigan: "On the Oder of Supplenental Cal endar #1, on

the Order of House Bills-Second Reading, there appears

House Bill 4577. M. derk, what is the status of that
Bill?"

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 4577 has been read a second tine,
previ ously. Amendnent  #1 was adopted in commttee. No

Motions have been filed. No Floor Amendnents approved for
consi deration."

Speaker Madigan: "Put the Bill on the Oder of Third Readi ng.
House Bill 4738. M. MCart hy. M. derk, what is the
status of that Bill?"

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 4738, a Bill for Act concerning taxes.

Second Reading of this House Bill. No Comm ttee

10
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Amendnents. Fl oor Amendnent #1 has been filed to the Bill
but it remains in the Rules Commttee."

Speaker Madigan: "This Bill shall be held on the Order of Second
Reading. On the Oder of Senate Bills-Second Reading,
there appears Senate Bill 1047, by M. Cullerton. M.
Clerk, what is the status of that Bill?"

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1047, a Bill for an Act anending the
II'linois Pension Code. Second Reading of this Senate Bill
Amrendnent  #1 was adopted in commttee. No Mdtions have
been filed. No Fl oor Amendnent s approved for
consi deration."

Speaker Madigan: "Put that Bill on the Order of Third Readi ng.

On the Order of Anmendatory Veto WMdtions, there appears

House Bill 861, a Mtion by M. Wnkel. M. Wnkel on a
Motion."
W nkel : "Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bill 861 increases the

penalties for donmestic violence commtted in front of a

chil d. The Governor's Anmendatory Veto only nakes a

techni cal change. This is a change that 1'd commtted to
to make sure was acconpli shed when we debated this Bill on
the floor |last Session. The <change is in place, and |

woul d ask that ny Motion to accept the Amendatory Veto be

approved. "
Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman noves to accept the Governor's
Amendatory Veto. |Is there any discussion? There being no

di scussion, the question is, '"Shall the Gentleman's Mtion
be adopted?' Those in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those
opposed by voting 'no'. Ladies and GCentlenen, this 1is
final action. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who
w sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Does M. Stroger wish to vote? The Cerk shall take the

record. On this question, there are 115 people voting

11
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"yes', 0 voting 'no'. The Mtion to adopt the Governor's
Amendnent has been adopted. And this Bill, having received
a Constitutional Majority, 1is hereby declared passed.

Cerk

Agreed Resol utions.”

Rossi: "Agreed Resol utions. House Resolution 813, offered
by Representative Smth; House Resolution 814, offered by
Representative Gash; House Resolution 815, offered by
Representative Julie Curry; House Resolution 816, offered
by Representative Mary Kay O Brien; House Resolution 817

offered by Representative Feigenholtz; House Resolution
818, offered by Representati ve Julie Curry; House
Resolution 819, offered by Representative Scully; House
Resol ution 820, offered by Representative Scully; House
Resolution 821, offered by Representative Scully; House
Resolution 822, offered by Representative Gash; House
Resol ution 823, offered by Representative G anberg; House
Resolution 824, offered by Representative Stephens; House
Resol ution 825, offered by Representative O Brien; House
Resolution 826, offered by Representative O Brien; House
Resol ution 827, offered by Representative O Brien; House
Resolution 828, offered by Representative O Brien; House
Resolution 829, offered by Representative Gash; House
Resolution 830, offered by Representative Feigenholtz;
House Resolution 831, offered by Representative Julie
Curry; House Resolution 832, offered by Representative
Julie Curry; House Resol uti on 833, of fered by

Representati ve Granberg; House Resolution 834, offered by
Representative Brosnahan; House Resol ution 835, offered by
Representative Julie Curry; House Resolution 836, offered
by Representative Sharp; House Resol ution 837, offered by
Representative Gash; House Resolution 838, offered by

Representati ve Hanni g; House Resolution 840, offered by

12
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Representative Brosnahan; House Resol ution 841, offered by
Represent ati ve Brosnahan; House Resol ution 844, offered by
Representative G anberg; House Resolution 845, offered by
Representative Lou Jones; House Resol ution 846, offered by
Representative Lou Jones; House Resolution 847, offered by
Representative Garrett; House Resolution 848, offered by
Representative Garrett; House Resolution 851, offered by
Representative Dart; House Resolution 853, offered by
Representative Berns; House Resolution 854, offered by
Representative Brosnahan; House Resol ution 855, offered by
Representati ve Granberg; House Resol ution 856, offered by
Representative G anberg; House Resolution 857, offered by
Speaker Madi gan; House Resol ution 858, of fered by
Representative Klingler; House Resolution 859, offered by
Representative Klingler; House Resolution 860, offered by
Representative Parke; House Resolution 861, offered by
Representative Dart; House Resolution 862, offered by
Representative Dart; House Resolution 863, offered by
Representative Dart; House Resolution 864, offered by
Represent ati ve Brosnahan; House Resol ution 865, offered by
Representative G anberg; House Resolution 866, offered by
Represent ati ve Acevedo; House Resolution 867, offered by
Representative Gash; House Resolution 868, offered by
Representative G anberg; House Resolution 869, offered by
Representati ve Granberg; House Resolution 871, offered by
Representative Mrrow, House Resolution 872, offered by
Representati ve Novak; House Resolution 873, offered by
Representative O Brien; House Resolution 874, offered by
Representati ve Granberg; House Resolution 875, offered by
Representative Gles; House Resolution 876, offered by
Representative Currie; House Resolution 877, offered by
Representative Currie; House Resolution 878, offered by

13
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Speaker

Representative McQuire; House Resolution 880, offered by
Representative G anberg; House Resolution 881, offered by
Representative Julie Curry; House Resolution 882, offered
by Representative Lang; House Resolution 884, offered by
Representati ve G anberg; and House Resolution 885, offered
by Representative Lou Jones."

Madi gan: " The Cerk having read the Resolutions,
Representative Currie noves for the adoption of t he
Resol uti ons. Those in favor say 'aye'; those opposed say
'no'. The 'ayes' have it. The Resolutions are adopted.
The Chair 1is prepared to adjourn. The Chair recognizes
Representative Lopez. |Is M. Lopez in the chanber? The
Chair shall announce the commttee schedule. The Cderk

shall announce the commttee schedul e. M. derk."

Clerk Rossi: "The following commttees wll neet imrediately

Speaker

followng the conclusion of the Denocratic Caucus: the
Electric Uility Deregulation Conmmittee in Room C1; the
Executive Commttee in Room 118; the Human Services
Commttee in RoomD 1."

Madi gan: "Denocrats should be advised that there will be
a caucus imedi ately after adjournnent. Denocrats, please
be advised that there will be a caucus imediately after

adj ournment in Room 114. Representative Currie noves that

t he House does stand adjourned wuntil 10 a.m tonorrow
nor ni ng. Those in favor signify by saying 'aye'; those
opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it. The House does
stand adjourned wuntil 10 a.m tonorrow norning providing

perfunctory tinme for the Clerk. Ladies and Gentlenen, M.
Bl ack has raised a good point concerning the starting tinme
for the conmttees. Let's say that the commttees wll
start at 1 a.m... excuse ne... 1 p.m So Denocrats go to

caucus; Republicans have a nice |unch. And commttees

14
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start at 1 p.m Thank you."
Clerk Rossi: "Perfunctory Session to order. There being no

busi ness, the House Perfunctory Session stands adjourned."

15
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