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Hartke: "The House shall cone to order. Menbers will
pl ease be in their chairs. Quests in the gallery may w sh
to join us in the invocation by standing and stay standing
for the pledge. W shall be led in prayer, today, by
Pastor Jim MGQuire of the Living Way Church of New Lenox.
Pastor MQ@iire is the guest of Representative Kosel.
Pastor McCuire."

McCGuire: "I invite Menbers of the House, adm nistrators,

Cl erks and guests, to quiet your hearts as we take a nonent

for reflection, for renewal, and for fulfilling our
responsi bility. Let us bow our hearts before our gracious
Creator. Oh Sovereign God, sustainer of all, the one who

created heaven and earth, we call upon You this day. W
ask that You speak light and Iife and love in our mdst.
W reflect wupon Your strength and Your |ove for You know
all and You see all and we acknow edge our absolute
dependency wupon You. W trust You for that which concerns
us, personally. W lift up our famlies, our friends and
nei ghbors. W trust You for that which afflicts us
physically, enotionally, and spiritually. And we ask You
to come, even now, and heal wus. Renew our strength,
O Lord, as we wait wupon You at this tinme and may no one
becone weary in well doing, but place within each one the
hope that what 1is good and acceptable in Your eyes wll
cone to pass. Now, O God, give each one courage to fulfill
the responsibilities set before themand may the needs of
others be given full consideration. OLord, this is not a
time for carelessness or cowardice, but sobriety and
service. Truly, Lord, help Illinois be first. First to
refl ect wupon Your goodness, first to find renewal through
Your grace, first to fulfill our responsibility as we are

guided by Your truth. W ask all this through Christ, our
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Lord. Anmen."
Speaker Hartke: "W shall be led in the Pledge by Representative
Bel | ock. ™
Bellock - et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,

one nation under God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice

for all."

Speaker Hartke: "Roll Call for At t endance. Representati ve
Currie.”

Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker. Please let the record show that

there are no reports of excused absences anong House
Denocrats today."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Poe."

Poe: "M. Speaker, |let the record show that Representative Tom
Ryder is excused today."

Speaker Hartke: "M . Cderk, take the record. Being 117 Menbers

answering the Roll Call, the House is in order to do the
busi ness of the state. A quorum is present. Comm ttee
Reports.”

Clerk Rossi: "Representative Pugh, Chairperson fromthe Commttee

on Revenue, to which the following neasure/s was/were

referred, action taken on April 7, 2000, reported the sane

back with the followng recomendation/s: 'be adopted
Fl oor Anmendnent #3 to Senate Bill 1707. Representative
Fei genhol t z, Chairperson from the Commttee on Human

Services, to which the follow ng nmeasure/ s was/ wer e
referred, action taken on April 7, 2000, reported the sane
back with the following recomendation/s: 'be adopted
Fl oor Anendnents 8 and 9 to Senate Bill 677."

Speaker Hartke: "Page 4 on the Calendar, on Third Reading,
appears Senate Bill 1780. Representative Bell ock. \V/ g
Clerk, read the Bill. Read the Bill."
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Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1780, a Bill for an Act regarding

appropriations. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Hartke: "Representative Bell ock."

Bel | ock: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. |'m honored today to
be here to present Senate Bill 1780. W' ve spoken a lot in
the I ast couple of nonths about the World War |l Menori al
to be built in Washington, D.C. and today the last Bill is
to be presented that wll authorize the $987 thousand

direct appropriation to go to the Veterans' Affairs to
build that menorial in Washington, D.C. |'m honored, today
and as a personal privilege, | would like to introduce to
you sone nenbers who served in Wrld War 1l. 1'd |like them
to stand, right now | have to ny right, Jake Kl ein who
served in the 835th Signal Service. He served overseas in
Wrld War Il for 19 nonths in China and Burma. And | have,
further on the right, Russell Rotsch who served in 136th
Infantry, the 33rd D vision. He served in the South
Pacific for over 30 nonths in New Guinea, Butaritari, the
Phi |'i ppi nes and ended up in Japan. W ask them.. Oh,
t hank you. Thank you very much. W, also, have with us
Giff Kevern, Fred Al bers, Brian Von Hauten and John O Nei

who, also, wanted to represent the AnVets and t he
(sic-Veterans of) Foreign Wars, with us today. There were
over 16 mllion Americans who served in Wrld War 11. They
are now dying at the rate of 1500 a day. And we want to
send this noney to nmake sure that that nenorial is built.
They have already collected $74 mllion. They hope to have
100 mlIlion by Novenber 11th, this year 2000, for the
ground- breaki ng cerenony. There notto is, 'This is the
right time and this is the right place.’ It wll be
| ocated between the Washington Monunent and the Lincoln

Monunent. And we're honored that the State of Illinois is
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going to meke this direct appropriation so that the
II'linois contingency 1is represented in Washington D.C. |
ask for your support.”

Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass
Senate Bill 17807 All  those in favor wll signify by
voting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open.
Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have

all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On Senate

Bill 1780, there are 117 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting
'no', and O voting 'present'. And this Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby declared

passed. On page 4 of the Calendar, on Third Reading,
appears Senate Bill 1426. Representative Jim Meyers

(sic-Meyer). M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1426, a Bill for an Act in relation to
probation and supervision. Third Reading of this Senate
Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Meyers (sic-Myer)."

Meyer :

"Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. Senate Bill 1426 is the original Bill and then a
subsequent Bill that was amended on by Representative
Mtchell. Representative Mtchell will be presenting his
part of the Bill and I'll present mne, if that's | eave of
the Chair. The underlying Bill provides that a m nor who
is placed on probation or supervision as a condition of
t hat probation or supervision with the consent of the chi ef
adm nistrative officer or superintendent of the facility,
may be required to attend an educational program at a
facility other than the school where the offense was
commtted if the mnor was convicted or pl aced on

supervision for a crinme of violence as defined in the Crine
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Victins' Conpensation Act and the offense was commtted in

the school on the real property conprising the school or

wthin a 1000 feet of the school. This Bill passed
unani nously last year. It was not acted on in the Senate
and we're now |looking at a Senate Bill that does the sane
thing as ny original Bill Ilast year. |'d appreciate a

favorabl e vote."
Hartke: "Representative Mtchell, would you nmake a

coment? Representative Mtchell from Whiteside."

Mtchell, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and CGentlenen. The
Amendnent is a Bill that passed this chanber wth over a
hundred votes. Basi cally, we have changed that Anmendnent

Speaker

Cerk

to read differently than it did before. Now, it sinply
says that any local district, if they so choose, they may
pass board policy which becones a part of their policy
manual to uphold the expul sion of any other district in the
State of Illinois. If they don't do that, then the | aw
does not change, it stays the way it is. Be happy to
answer any questions. Thank you."

Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass
Senate Bill 1426?' Al those in favor signify by voting
"yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have al
voted who w sh? M. derk, take the record. On Senate
Bill 1426, there are 117 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting
'no', and O voting 'present'. And this Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, 1is hereby declared
passed. On page 3 of the Cal endar, appears Senate Bill..
on Third Readi ng, appears Senate Bill 730. Representative
Davis. Monique Davis. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Rossi: "Senate Bill 730, a Bill for an Act amending the
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Juvenil e Court Act of 1987. Third Reading of this Senate
Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Davis."

Davis, M: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Wth |eave of the Body, Doug
Scott will handle this Bill. Thank you."
Speaker Hartke: "The Chair recogni zes the GCentleman from

W nnebago, Representative Scott."

Scott: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and GCentlenen of the
House. Senate Bill 730, we discussed it briefly yesterday
when we put an Amendnent on the Bill that becanme the Bill
It's a concept that we've talked about for a little while
here in a couple of different forns. This would provide
counsel for youths who are 12 years of age and under during
custodi al interrogations where they're charged with a crine
that if commtted as an adult would constitute either a
sexual assault or a homcide. The reason being that there
are a high incidence of false confessions anong chil dren
who are accused of crines. At this particular point, there
was sone opposition when this Bill was originally 17 years
of age and wunder, but now wth the change that we've
anended it to now, where it is just people who are age 12
years of age or under, |I'mnot gonna say there isn't any
opposition, but there is a significantly |ess opposition
t han there was to it before and even sone state's

attorneys, that |'ve talked to, would be neutral on this

particul ar provi sion now. I'd be glad to take any
gquestions.™

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from Kendal I, Representative Cross."

Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

Cross: "Doug, Anendnent 2 becones the Bill, is that correct?”
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Scott: "Yes."
Cross: "It refers to 'nust be represented by counsel during the

Scott:

Cr oss:

Scott:

Cr oss:

Scott:

entire custodial interrogation of the mnor'. s there
either in the Code or has there been determ nation by
courts as to what t he definition of ' cust odi al
interrogation' is?"

"Through case |aw, Representative Cross. Then you know,
as a prosecutor, it's come out as an interrogation, that
being where the questions that are asked are designed to
find out incrimnating evidence with respect to the person
who's being asked the questions. And 'in custody' meaning
the person is not free to | eave."

"I's there a penalty in any type or what would be the
affect of a statenent nmade by a mnor admtting to one of
t hese offenses, outlined in your Anendnent, to a police
officer and there was a determ nation that a statenment was
made prior to the counsel being present and in effect,
woul d happen to be an adm ssi on?"

"I't would be up to the judge whether or not that woul d
cone in. You mght recall, when we talked about this
concept earlier when we were discussing the video taping
Bill and there was a simlar provision in that Bill that
referred to this, there was an automatic inadmssibility.
That's not the case here."

"What ... "

"So Tom just in answer to your question. In answer to
your question, when we debated this earlier, in an earlier
version of this, there was an automatic inadmssibility if
this wasn't... if counsel wasn't present. That's not the
case in Senate Bill 730, the way it exists. So it would be
up to the judge to determ ne whether or not that statenent

could cone in."


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

118t h Legi sl ati ve Day April 7, 2000

Cr oss:

Scott:

Cr oss:
Scott:

Cr oss:

Scott:

Cr oss:

"Though it does, as | read it, it says 'nust be' so it
woul d certainly lead you to believe that you're setting up
scenari os where statenents are thrown out."

"But we intentionally didn't put that in there because we
wanted to | eave that open to the judge. If we'd wanted to
do that, then we wuld have said it was automatically
i nadm ssi ble.™

"Let ne ask you a couple other questions, Doug."

“Sure."

"It doesn't appear that there's any waiver ability on
behalf of the mnor to the right to counsel. |Is that
i ntentional ?"

"Well, no. And that's a good point, but this is what
we're sayin'. The problemw th mnors and especially, the
younger that you get, is that the ability to adequately
waive Mranda rights really doesn't exist, Tom | nean,
that's the whole point of this. And so, Tom you know as
well as | do, that there are a lot of adults that don't
fully understand all the inplications of waiving Mranda
rights and what we've found wth children is that that
i nci dence of being able to fully conprehend and understand
the legal conplexities of that just isn't present. It
isn't present in any mnors really to any great degree, but
remenber we're tal king about people who are 12 years old
and under now, Tom Just 12 years old and under. You
know, we don't |let people under 18 enter into contracts.
W say they can get out of those as a matter of law. \Wat
we're tal king about here is not saying that a 12-year-old
can wai ve Mranda."

"Doug, are there any transfer cases? Are there anyone 13
and under, is there any potential to be transferred to

adult court or is it over 13?"
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Scott: "I think... my understanding is it's just 13 and over."
Cross: "For the transfer cases?"

Scott: "Right. R ght."

Cross: "Either discretionary or automatic."

Scott: "Right."

Cross: "Final, | guess just the other concern is. Wat and |
don't renenber ever doing that nmany juvenile cases, but
what if you have a scenario... Sone of these penalties
delineated in here are offenses to deal with sex crinmes or
sex offenses. |s that correct?"

Scott: "Right."

Cross: "And | don't quarrel with sone of the things you' ve said
at all. 1'mjust kinda curious. |If a 12-year-old cones to
the station with his parents and they want to talk and they
say, 'Look we don't want an attorney. This is sonething we
can handle.’ Now, you and I m ght both agree that he needs
an attorney..."

Scott: "Right."

Cross: "...but a parent says, 'l don't want an attorney. Let's
work this out.'" And maybe it involved another young child
and they maybe... | don't know, whatever the scenario.
VWhat do you do in that situation under your Bill where a
parent insists or a custodial... You know, in a custody
case the custodial parent insists, 'I don't want a
| awyer."'"

Scott: "Well, there's a couple points to that, Tom That's a
good question. Right now, the law is and we're not

changing that, that the police when they arrest a juvenile
have to make a reasonable attenpt, that's the phrase that's
in the law, they have to nake a reasonable attenpt to
| ocate a parent or an attorney. Al we're saying here 1is

that if the mnor is 12 years of age or under the attorney
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Scott:

Cr oss:
Scott:

Cr oss:

Scott:

Cr oss:

Scott:

Cr oss:

has be present. What we're saying in this particular case,
Tom is that we don't think that the Ilegal conplexities
that are involved warrant the automatic adm ssion of
statenents by a 12 year-old who wai ves counsel, whether the
parent agrees wth that or not, is the bottomline for it
here. And there's precedent for that in a lot of other
states, a lot of which are not what you woul d consi der
"W ld-eyed liberal crimnal justice' states, Tom You' ve
got sonme states that are involved here that don't allow any
statenents at all to conme in frommnors even if they're

represented by counsel .”

"And Doug, | don't want to spend too nmuch tinme on this,
but | guess, one of the other concerns |'ve had about
the... and it's not necessarily phil osophical on your issue

or with under 13, but what do you do in a scenario where
soneone starts out as, perhaps, a witness and then all of a
sudden the police..."

"I't's not a custodial interrogation, then. 'Cause if

they're just a wtness, they're free to leave, right?

So..."

"Hopefully."

"Well. .. "

"l nmean..."

"Well. .. "

"That's the idea. That's the idea that we all believe,
but..."

"But see that's determned by the court and that's done
right nowin all kinds of cases. If you or | are asked to
cone in for questioning, we're just a witness. W're free
to leave until they tell us we can't. At that point, we're
in custody."

"I guess we're just gonna have to explore this, Doug, in

10
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terms of the context of the court system | just think
there's gonna be sonme confusion there. I|"m not sure

there's a way to draft it. Are there any peculiarities to
the Juvenile Court Act where there are other people that
need to be present in a juvenile courtroon? | nmean, do
you. .."

Scott: "I started to go under that a little bit ago. You have to
make a reasonable attenpt to contact a parent, right now,
under the Juvenile Court Act, but the parent doesn't have
to be there. You have to nake a reasonable attenpt to
contact a parent or one of these, what are called youth
officers in certain places, you're probably famliar with
that, but the youth officers are generally enpl oyees of the
county and so, I'mnot really sure that we're doing nuch to

protect the rights of the juvenile there."

Cross: "All right. Doug, thanks for all your answers."
Scott: "Thank you, Tom"
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeki ng recognition, Representative Scott to close."”

Scott: "Thank you very much and I really appreci ate
Representati ve Cross's gquesti ons. VWhat we're really
tal king about here is a fundanental issue of, not just
fairness, | don't want to say it Ilike that, but a

fundamental issue of admnistration of justice. Ri ght now,
18 year-old... people who are under 18, if they go out and
enter into a contract, even for a mnor anount, they're
allowed to void that contract as a matter of right, as a
matter of law. And the reason for that is because we're
concerned with the nental capacity of juveniles to enter
into contracts. Well, here we're talking about sonething
very different. We're tal king about very serious crines

and mnors who are 12 years of age and under and whet her or

11
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Cerk

Speaker

Bol and:

Speaker

not they can adequately waive Mranda rights. | don't
believe they can and there's an entire body of |egislation
t hat woul d support that particular position. And because
of that, we think it's necessary that counsel is present
during these custodial interrogations. | think this is a
fair Bill. It's good for the adm nistration of justice.
It's done in a lot of other states, a simlar provision to
this. And |I'd ask for a favorable vote."

Hartke: "The question 1is, 'Shall the House pass Senate
Bill 730?" Al those in favor signify by voting 'yes';
t hose opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have al
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted
who w sh? Have all voted who wish? M. Cderk, take the
record. On Senate Bill 730, there are 111 Menbers voting
'yes', 6 people voting 'no', and O voting 'present'. And
this Bill, having received a Constitutional Majority, 1is
hereby declared passed. On page 3 of the Calendar, on
Third Readi ng, appears Senate Bill 1249. Representati ve
Boland. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Rossi: "Senate Bill 1249, a Bill for an Act anending the
Longti me Omer-Cccupant Property Tax Relief Act. Third
Reading of this Senate Bill."

Hartke: "Representative Bol and."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. Senate Bill 1249 anends the
Longti me Omer-CQOccupant Property Tax Relief Act in regard
to eligibility notification and provides that that
notification t ake place wthin 30 days to t he
owner - occupant or to the nortgage lender if that's the only
address to send it to. It passed 59-0 in the Senate and
has no opposition that | know of."

Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass

12
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Senate Bill 1249?" Al those in favor wll vote 'yes';
t hose opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have al

voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take

the record. On Senate Bill 1249, there are 117 Menbers
voting 'yes', 0 voting '"no', and O voting 'present'. And
this Bill, having received a Constitutional Myjority, is

hereby decl ared passed. On page 3 of the Calendar, on
Third Reading, appears Senate Bill 649. Representative
Stephens. M. derk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 649, a Bill for an Act in relation to
cloning. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Stephens.™

St ephens: "Thank you, M. Speaker. This Bill had a technical

Amendnent, yesterday. Basically, the Bill calls for a
nmoratorium on human cloning. The Bill was introduced in
the Senate by Senator Burzynski. The issue of <cloning is

one that we're famliar wth, but in the area of human
cloning, | believe, it nakes sense to place a noratoriumon
human cloning. | want to nmake sure that we know the terns
that we're tal king about. Cdoning neans to create, in this
Bill, nmans to create, using human somatic cell tissue,
cell nucleus transfer technol ogy, of a human being, a human
enbryo, or a human fetus by transferring the nucleus froma
human cel |l of whatever source, into a human egg from which
the nucl eus has been renoved for any purpose regardl ess of
whet her or not the resulting product which would result in
a human enbryo, fetus, or being. Regardless of whether or
not this is intended to be inplanted into a wonb or may or
may not result in pregnancy and a birth of a human bei ng.
For the purposes of this Section, clone does not refer to
duplicating DNA sequences, organ tissues, or cells and by

cells we nmean other human cells. 1'd be glad to respond to

13


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

118t h Legi sl ati ve Day April 7, 2000
any questions. And | would ask the Body's favorable
consideration of Senate Bill 649, as anended."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes

the Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Lang."

Lang: "Thank you. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor will yield."

Lang: "M. Stephens, when you were in commttee on this Bill, we
asked you the question as to whether or not it was your
| egislative intent to insure that all research could

continue so long as we were not cloning actual human

beings. Is that still your legislative intent?"

Stephens: "That is our intent and furthernore, | believe that it
was delineated in the Bill. But regardless, if it's not
specifically in the Bill, which | think it is, it is our

intent not tolimt other cellular experinmentation, DNA
research. This is sinply about cloning a human bei ng and
the restriction, thereof, not of any other DNA research or
other of the things that technol ogy are bringing us into."
Lang: "M . Stephens, | recognize that that's your intent and |
appreci ate the fact that you recognize that we need to do
research on human cells and DNA, et cetera, to be able to

all ow scientists and researchers to help rid our society of

dread di seases. However, |I'm told that sonme of the
researchers at Northwestern, Uni versity of Chi cago,
University of Illinois, and others have read the | anguage
of your Bill and although your intent may be otherw se,
they believe that this Bill would stop the kind of research
that they feel 1is necessary. |Is there a way to redraft

your legislation to be clearer, so that research m ght
conti nue? | think we share a view that no one should be
all owed to clone human cells to nmake human bei ngs. Sone of

us read the book Boys From Brazil and saw the novie Boys

14
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From Brazil and we saw in that novie thousands of Htlers
being made. | don't think we want to be about the business

of allow ng that to happen. W don't want anyone to be

able to clone human beings. But there seens to be a strong

concern that research wll stop on the |anguage of your
Bill, not the intent of your Bill. Can you address that,
Sir?"

Stephens: "I'd be glad to. And let's go through the exact
| anguage of the Bill. Ckay, here we go. On page 14 of the
Bill, line 25. Crimnal <cloning of humans, 'no person
shall engage in activity which involves the use of a human

somatic cell nucleus transfer technology to produce a human
enbryo for the process of producing a human clone'. A
violation of this Sectionis a Cass IV felony. For the
purpose of definition: human clone neans a human being
created by transferring the nucleus froma human cell from
what ever source into a human egg cell from which the
nucl eus has been renoved for the purpose of or to inplant
the resulting product to initiate a pregnancy that could
result in the birth of a human being. Now, Representative,
Representative Lang, that's what the Bill's intent is and
furthernore, nothing in this Section shall be construed to
restrict or prohibit bionedical research wusing cloning
technology that is not expressly prohibited in this
Section, including the cloning of human genes, cells, and
tissues. And so we are not and we checked with others in
the research field and as far as ny know edge and Senat or
Burzynski's file is replete wwth this information, those
that are doing research in DNA and cloning of other
tissues, trying to recreate heart tissue and skin tissue,
liver tissue, things like that, they are not intim dated by

this | anguage and they feel they are not restricted by this
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Speaker

| anguage. But they do know that they are restricted in

this sense, that they shall not engage in an activity the

sol e purpose of which is to produce a human clone and..."
Hartke: "Ladies and GCentlenen, let's tone it down out

here just a little bit. Shhh, please.”

Stephens: "And Representative, | think that nakes it as clear as

Lang:

| can. We want to place a noratoriumon research the sole
pur pose of which is to create a human cl one. W do not
want to limt the research on cloning, in general or on the
wonderful work in biotechnology that's being done on DNA
and the genone project, just announced this norning or | ast
ni ght the conplete, not the conpl ete mapping, but certainly
the identification of the entire human DNA chain. Now, to
make it a little nore conplicated to put that together in
order, but that progress will not be inpeded by this Bil
at all."

"Wl |, | recognize that that's your intent. Nobody

guestions your intent. But | have sone concerns about the

| anguage. Let nme ask you this question. Today there
are... You used the termin your Bill, 'human somatic cel
transfer technol ogy'. Today, that technology is used to

transfer cells in utero to a fetus to investigate Tay-Sachs
di sease, cystic fibrosis and sickle-cell anema anong
others. | have sonme concerns, as the researchers do, that
because that very technology is used to save the |lives of
those fetuses in utero that they will not be able to do
that technol ogy because of your Bill. And I would suggest
that since that you and | agree that human cloning is not
appropriate, you and I would both agree that we should not
be allowing human cloning, you and | agree that we should
have a Bill that prohibits human cloning and we al so agree

that we want to save the lives of people, we want to save
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the lives of people through research, we want to protect
fetuses that are unborn. | know that's a particular
interest of yours. And since there's a technol ogy
avai l able that uses the very | anguage you want to prohibit
inyour Bill, it seens to nme that this Bill is not witten
exactly the way you would have hoped. And I'mnot trying
to stop your Bill, Representative, |'m suggesting that you
take it out of the record and that we take the tine to fix
the Bill, so it does what we all want to do which is to
prohibit human cloning. But it doesn't keep us from doing
sonething else we all want to do which is do all the
research that 1is necessary, but also protect those unborn
that need this technology to work on that cystic fibrosis,
that sickle-cell anem a, that Tay-Sachs. Can we ask you to
take this out of the record so we can go through this
| anguage and try to repair it so that we can get a
unani nous vote out of here?"

Stephens: "Representative, |I'm certainly wlling to work with
you. But let nme just ask you this question.”

Speaker Hartke: "Excuse ne, M. Stephens. Ladies and Gentlenen.
Shhh. Let's, please, lower the noise |evel out here.

W're in a Third Readi ng debate. Representative Stephens.”

Stephens: "If you'll ook with ne on the Bill, Section 1235.
It's the | ast page of the Bill, actually, Section D."
Lang: "I'mwth ya'."

St ephens: " Ckay. And now, Representative Lang, | thought that
this covered the issues that you brought up when it says.."

Lang: "Well, Representative, this my cover the i ssue of
research, sone mght argue it doesn't. It nay cover the
i ssue of research. But what about the issue of this cel
transfer technology that is being used in utero to help

protect the unborn?"
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Stephens: "Absolutely not related to this."
Lang: "Well, except that you prohibit that <cell transfer in
anot her portion of your Bill."

Stephens: "No, Sir. Only..."

Lang: "So that..."

Stephens: "... only if..."

Lang: "... so that..."

Stephens: "... only if the..."

Lang: "... the unborn that have Tay-Sachs and cystic fibrosis and
sickle-cell anema, who could be helped by certain cel

transpl ant technology, that very technology has been
prohi bited by your Bill."

Stephens: "Well, | don't agree wth you because what the Bill
says is, '"that you shall not wengage in activity which
i nvol ves the use of the human somatic cell nucleus transfer
technol ogy to produce a human enbryo for producing a human
clone.” That has nothing to do wth transferring cells.
Because we're t al ki ng about t he cl oning process,
Representative, you have to take a somatic cell, renove the
nucl eus, and then put the nucleus of another cell that has
been deprived of nutrients and reduced to its nost basic

state, renove that cell nucleus and put it in a somatic

cell that had its nucleus renoved, individual cells, for
t he purpose of cloning a human being. Because the next
step, if you follow that process, take that starved cell,
it reduces to its nost basic state, the nucleus does. " m

not sure why, but it does. Take that nucleus, put it in
another cell that it has... a human cell that has had its
nucl eus renoved. The next step in that process, by nature,
is that that cell then will duplicate and that, indeed, is
what cloning is because the duplication is, indeed, a

replication of a original strand of DNA.  Qur Bill says
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that if you' re doing it for the purpose of cloning a human

being, it's prohibited, but all other things, as Section D

says, are allowed. | don't know how you would inprove
that."

Lang: "But you're doing nore than that. Your Amendnent, l|ines 13
to 17, says referring to a nucleus, 'renoved for any
pur pose regardl ess of whether or not the resulting product
could result in a human enbryo, human fetus or human being
and regardl ess of whether or not it 1is intended to be
inplanted into a wonb and may or may not result in the
pregnancy and the birth of a human being.'"

St ephens: "What page are you on?"

Lang: "You're going be... that's lines 13 through 17 of Amendnent

#1. Your Amendnent goes way beyond what you have stated to
me and | believe, that you think that the Bill does what
you want it to do, but the plain words of the Anendnment go

way beyond your comments, Representative."

St ephens: " Ckay."

Lang: "They go way beyond your comrents.™

Stephens: "Let's put the Anmendnment with the Bill. W are under
Section C. You're anending... The lines that you read
begin to anend Section C, on page 1, line 8 by inserting

"human enbryo, or human fetus' after the word 'human

being'. So that sentence then would read, 'no person shal

purchase or sell an ovum a zygote, enbryo, or human
fetus... excuse nme, 'or human fetus for the purpose of
cl oning a human bei ng, human enbryo, or human fetus.' Now,

furthernore, when the lines that you get down to have to do
with Section C and you said that we need to be careful
because clone neans 'to create a human somatic cell nucl eus
technology, a human being, enbryo, or fetus by'. That

| anguage would go on line 15 and 16, for the purpose of
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this Section, clone neans... The original Bill says, 'the
practice of creating or attenpting to create a human being
by transferring the nucleus froma human cell from whatever
source 1into a human egg cell.' The Anendnent changes t hat
| anguage, Representative, to read, 'creates using a human
somatic cell nucleus transfer technol ogy, a human bei ng,
human enbryo, or human fetus by' and then we go to line 11

whi ch on page 1, replaces lines 19 through 21, which you
quoted, and those |lines say, 'the nucl eus has been renoved
for the purpose of or to inplant the resulting product to
initiate a pregnancy that could result in the birth of a
human being.' W are replacing that with the follow ng,
"renmoved for any purpose regardl ess of whether or not the
resulting product could result in a human enbryo, fetus, or
human bei ng and regardl ess of whether or not is intended to
be inplanted in a wonb and may or may not result in a
pregnancy and a birth of a human being', but it is still
cl oning, Representative. And what this nmeans to ne is that
then we woul d be tal king about cloning and making that a

test tube baby."

Lang: "Representative, your stated purpose, on the floor today
and in commttee a couple of weeks ago, was not to stop
research and not to stop the ability of scientists to cure
di sease. |Is that correct?"

St ephens: "That is correct.™

Lang: "This Bill, the way it's witten, your new definition of

cloning in Anmendnent 1 which says, 'whether or not it can
result in a human enbryo, human fetus, or human being',
which neans it could just sinply be to cure a disease, it's
not going to be allowed. The researchers, the scientists,
the doctors who are |looking at this and are looking at it a

little later than they mght... Could we clear this aisle,
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M. Dart? M. Dart. Thank you. The researchers and
scientists and doctors who are now |l ooking at it, | admt

to you, maybe they should have Ilooked at it alittle
earlier than today, are telling us that you wll stop in
its tracks certain research and noreover, maybe nore
inportant, the ability of doctors to go inter-utero and
cure di sease today on a fetus that could be born healthy.
This Bill, if it stops us fromcuring disease inter-utero,
is not what we want to do. I'"'m sinply asking you, as
soneone that supports what you're trying to do, to take the
Bill out of the record, sit down with sone people who know
the right |anguage, 'cause | surely don't, I'm not a
medi cal expert, and draft this in a way that'll get us to
the point we want to be. Surely, if... no you cannot agree
on | anguage, this Bill will get called again and you can
have your vote. |[|I'mjust sinply asking you, on behalf of
t he nedi cal community, the researchers that want to help to
get rid of disease in our society, to not go forward wth

this until we've had another | ook at the | anguage."”

Stephens: "Well, I'm just concerned with vyour definition of
another look. | would |like to get this Bill out today
because you're tal ki ng about goi ng interuterine
(sic-intrauterine) and | ooking at a fetus. A fetus is
mentioned in this Bill only inregard to if you are cloning

an individual cell and nucleus for the purpose of creating
a fetus. This has nothing to do wth experinents and
bi ot echnology involved with an already created fetus,

Representative."

Lang: "Representative, | know that's your intent, but |lines 13 et
al, in your Anendnent, talk about whether it can result in
a human enbryo or not."

Stephens: "M. Speaker. |1'Il take the Bill out of the record and
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he and | can discuss this personally and we can get back to
it later. 1s that all right with you?"
Lang: "Thank you."
St ephens: "Thank you."
Speaker Hartke: "That is fine with nme. Take this Bill out of the
record, M. Clerk. On page 4 of the Calendar, on Third
Readi ng, appears Senate Bill 1404. Representative Burke.
Danny Burke. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1404, a Bill for an Act concerning the

regul ation of audiologists. Third Reading of this Senate

Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Burke."

Burke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. This legislation would address
t he subject of the audiologists and their |I|icensing

requirenents. Wsat it would do is elimnate some of the
duplicative Ilicensing that these professionals have to
undergo each year so it cleans it up. It makes it one

license for one activity. And | would ask for the Body's

favorabl e consideration. And I'll be happy to answer any
guestions.™
Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeking recognition, the questionis, 'Shall the House pass

Senate Bill 1404?" Al those in favor wll signify by
voting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open.
Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have

all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? There are
still three people not voting. M. Cerk, take the record.
On Senate Bill 1404, there are 95 people voting 'yes', 21
peopl e voting 'no', and O voting '"present’'. And this Bill

having received a Constitutional Mjjority, is her eby
decl ared passed. On page 3 of the Cal endar, appears Senate

Bill 747. Representative Currie. M. derk, read the

22


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF I LLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

118t h Legi sl ati ve Day April 7, 2000
Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 747, a Bill for an Act to anmend the
Property Tax Code. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Currie.”

Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker and Menbers of the House. This Bil
is about a $650 million reduction in the valuation of
properties in the County of Cook, only comercial and
i ndustrial properties, this Bill is not about breaks for
residenti al homeowner s. Two recent decisions by the
Property Tax Appeal Board using the standard that, does not
bear constitutional nuster, according to the Illinois
Suprene Court, would result over tine in the devaluation,
the debasing of that $650 nmillion valuation of property in
Cook. That amounts to 10% of the valuation in the County
of Cook. It neans an automatic 20% reduction in the val ue
of commercial and industrial property. VWhat this Bil
seeks to do is to rectify that problem by establishing a
reasonabl e standard for valuing property that is before the
Property Tax Appeal Board. The Appeal Board used a
standard that is based on sales ratio studies done by the
Departnent of Revenue that works downstate and it works for
residential property in Cook because there is |arge vol une.
Wen it conmes to the other classes of property in Cook,

cl asses that have been adopted by the county board under

the Constitution of the State of Illinois, those sales
rati o studies do not give good information. In addition,
this Bill would establish certain kinds of standards for

t hose who seek substantial changes in assessnent before the
Property Tax Appeal Board, a hundred thousand or nore woul d
be at stake. Let ne tell you what that $650 mllion | oss
nmeans in the County of Cook, $220 million |lost to school

districts in the County of Cook. |If local districts are
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able to recoup the | ost revenue that will nean an automatic
increase in residential property tax rates. Let ne suggest
also to downstaters, that there will be an inpact of that
$220 million loss to school districts and that is there
will be an automatic take fromthe state school aid formula
of an additional $90 million for school districts in the
County of Cook. |If you are from Cook County and you care
about property taxes that your honeowners are paying,
you'll vote 'yes'. You will not approve this back door
effort by the business community to get breaks that they
are not entitled to today under t he Cook County
Classification O dinance. If you are a downstater, you
ought to be voting 'yes', too. Because if you vote 'no',
you are saying 'yes' to $90 million nore in state school
aid paynents away from your school districts, right smack
dab into the school districts in Cook. That's the Bill
Ladi es and Gentlenen. You can be for the 'fat cats' or you
can be for the honmeowners. That's your <choice in Senate
Bill 747. My advice to you is to vote right, to vote
‘yes'. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from McHenry, M. Skinner."

Skinner: "Yes, M. Speaker. | ask the Sponsor to take this Bill
out of the record until the State Property Tax Appeal Board
can get us data on exactly what the extent of the appeals
are in Cook County for the last three years. 1|'ve been

told this data will be available by 1:00 p.m today."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Currie.”

Skinner: "WIIl you take the Bill out of the record wuntil then,
pl ease?"

Currie: "I wll not take the Bill out of the record. | would

have to tell the Representative who asked that question
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that given those two decisions by the Property Tax Appeal s
Board | ast nonth, in the nonth of March, | can guarantee

that every commercial and industrial property owner in Cook

wll conme before the Property Tax Appeals Board. That's a
guar ant ee. "

Skinner: "Well, M. Speaker, then | have no choice but to oppose
this Bill. The suburban Cook County Republicans and | have

ten or so precincts in Cook County, net wth the
representatives of the Assessor's O fice of Cook County two
ni ghts ago and asked for information. W asked, first of
all, for the nethodology behind the |Iist of purported
| osses that school districts in Cook County would receive.
Sue Sikes, the Assessor's enpl oyee and net hodol ogi st, gave
me a list last night of what the assunptions are. Two of
the assunptions are patently false, patently false. The
Sponsor's not |istening. O course she doesn't care
whether it's false or not. Nunber one, when the Revenue
Department figures out the nultiplier they figure out a
wei ght ed nedi an average. |If indeed, sone of the classes in
Cook County have a | ower nedi an average next year than they
have this year, then guess what fol ks? There wll be a
hi gher state nultiplier. That neans that the net assessed
valuation in Cook County will remain constant. Const ant .
There will be no loss in assessed valuation, total assessed
valuation in Cook County. The second assunption that is
patently false is that tax rates wll remain constant.
Now, anyone who lives in a tax cap county has received
conplaints fromtheir |ocal school districts and other tax
districts that their tax rates have decreased as the
assessed val uation has increased faster than the increase
in the cost of living. The reason for that is the tax cap.

The tax cap says that the anmount of noney that a tax
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district collects cannot increase nore than the increase in
the cost of living. Therefore, if the assessnment, if the
total assessnent |evel goes up faster than the increase in
the cost of living, the second variable in the equation,
that is the tax rate, has to go down. So, even if the
total assessed valuation in a given tax district in Cook
County went down, because it had a di sproportionate share
of the industrial and commercial base of Cook County, the
tax district in that particular part of Cook County would
have the ability to raise its taxes back to whatever its
statutory level would be. So, froma technical point of
view, the position being put forth by the Cook County
Assessor's O fice represents basically the 'henny penny'
approach to policy fornmulation. 'The sky is falling, we
must do sonething.' Well, why must we do sonet hing now?
Well, obviously, there's no difference between doi ng
sonething now than doing something after 1:00 p.mthis
afternoon when there will be sonme solid data on our desks.
So, it is clear that the Sponsors of this Bill do not want
us to have solid data on which to make extrenely inportant
deci si ons. And what is that extrenely inportant decision?
That is to determ ne whether we shall revert to treating
Cook County differently fromthe whole rest of the state.
Shall we return to the "fix 'em approach to assessnents
that has ruled Cook County since, at |east, the Depression
and which there was a discontinuity placed, if |I may put it
that way, by the passage of the State Property Tax Appeal
Board Bill putting jurisdiction over Cook County. Now,
what has happened in downstate Illinois since the late
1960s when the State Property Tax Appeal Board was put into
pl ace under Governor Qgilvie? Wat has happened is that in

the best tradition of the Federalist Papers we have a
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series of checks and bal ances that works. |[If a taxpayer is
under assessed, the taxpayer nmay appeal. Conversely, if the

tax district finds a taxpayer who is underassessed, then
t he t ax district can appeal the assessnent of the
under assessed property. The result is as fair a system as
one isS gonna get in property tax assessnents. Wat the
Sponsor is attenpting to do is to tell honeowners in Cook
County, tell 99% of the homeowners in Cook County, that
they have no legitimate appeal even though 49% of those
homeowners are overassessed. |In every jurisdiction of the
state, 50% of the honeowners are overassessed and 50% are
underassessed, that's the nature of the nedian assessnent.
The nedi an assessnent is the mddl e assessnment fromhigh to
low. In Cook County, 99% of the honeowners are assessed

bel ow the ordi nance |level of 16% And as | understand the

proposal, if you are under the... if you are not under..
excuse nme... if you not over the ordinance |evel, you can't
appeal . Vell, there are sone other issues running around

here, there's sone nmacro i ssues. W hear the npaning and
groaning of Cook County and Chicago taxpayers and business
| eaders that busi nesses keep noving to DuPage County, to

Lake County, to MHenry County, to Kane County, to WII

County, even as far out as Kendall County, because they
want | ower assessnents. They want |ower taxes. Well, if
this Bill passes, they' Il continue noving. The jobs that
you want, in the Gty of Chicago, will not be there. The

Mot orolas of the world wll continue noving to the Harvard,
Il'linois' of the world rather than the Ciceros of the
world, if youwll. M. Speaker, this Bill does not have
to be passed at this hour. It could be passed this
afternoon, but it's even worse than that. This doesn't

even have to be passed this nonth. The assessnent date in
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the State of Illinois is January 1lst. Quess what, fol ks?
January 1st, 2000 has already passed. W can have
extrenely intensive hearings on this Bill all sumrer |ong

to figure out what all the nooks and crannies are, find out
who t he Speaker of the House represents before the State
Property Tax Appeal Board and the Cook County Assessor and
the Cook County Board of Review W can find all of the
contributors to the |Irish Denocrats who do work with the
State Property Tax Appeal Board and we can cone back in
Novenmber and deci de whether it's a good idea or not. |'ll
still be in here in Novenber, as wll all the other Menbers
of the Lame Duck Caucus and so wll all the rest of you.
Wiy don't we wait and give due diligence to this idea,
whi ch nost assuredly is not being given by the Sponsor and
her supporters.™

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gentleman from Verm |ion, Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIlIl the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor will yield."

Bl ack: "Now, Representative, if | understand your Anmendnent
correctly, |1 can go to the assessor's office and get ten
needl es and syringes, correct?"

Currie: "Absolutely."

Black: "That's the wong Bill. l|'"'m sorry. | was stuck.
G oundhog Day. That was yesterday. Representative, hasn't
the Cook County assessor asked that the Cook County board
pass an ordi nance that would not really be in conplete
agreenent with this |egislation, as anended?”

Currie: "No."

Black: "What has he... | don't have it in ny file, but we have

been told that he has asked the Cook County board to do
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sonmething on this issue. |Is that not correct?"
Currie: "The Cook County Assessor has asked the Cook County Board

Bl ack:

for some changes in the ordinance |levels with respect to
certain classes of property in Cook County. That has
nothing to do wth this Bill. This Bill is about the
standard that is used by the Property Tax Appeal Board in
considering appeals on valuation issues. And what ever
happens to Assessor Houlihan's ordinance changes has
nothing to do with this Bill. The problemthat this Bill
seeks to address is that the Property Tax Appeals Board is
using a standard that works perfectly well downstate, works
perfectly well for residential property in the County of
Cook, but just plain can't work when it comes to val uations
for comrercial and industrial property because of the smal

nunbers and because of the variety of kinds of properties

that are included within each of those classes. That's the

i ssue. "

"Wl |, t hank you very much, Representative. | do
appreci ate your answering the question. M. Speaker, if |
could, to the Bill. Ladies and CGentlenen of the House, if
you'll look at this very carefully, there are few things

that we can debate in Springfield, in this chanber, nore
conplicated than the property tax system utilized in the
State of Illinois. And | want you to keep in mnd and |
don't say this because | think it's a trophy we should
di splay proudly, but the fact is, the State of Illinois has
nore wunits of taxing governnent than any state in the
country, bar none. In fact, we're two tinmes higher than
the next state closest to us. The bulk of these taxing
bodi es, the bulk, alnost 99% of them are financed by the
property tax. And | would submt to you that when you are

asked to vote on a Bill to codify a practice on property
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tax assessnents, which then |leads to property tax receipts,
you should nmake very, very certain that you know exactly
what you're doing because you wll have an inpact far
beyond your vote on this particular issue. You will have
an inpact on units of governnment throughout Suburban Cook
County and Cook County in general by action on this Bill
| do not purport to be an expert on the property tax issue.
| served a long tinme on a county board, | know how
conplicated it is. |If you |look at this Arendnent and |'ve
tried to do so to the best of ny ability, you' re asking
Menmbers of the General Assenbly to lock in aratio of 3.6
to 1 and 3.8 to 1 for industrial and comercial property,
respectively, to residential property. The Constitution
does not allowthat. It |imts the classification of the
ratio of different classes of property to 2.5 to 1. 1In
addition, the Arendnent provides for a different burden of
proof for comrercial and industrial property owners who
attenpt to nake a case to the board of review or the

Property Tax Appeals Board than it puts on residential

t axpayers. You know, | have a hunch that the Sponsor of
the Bill is very well-intentioned and that this may, in
fact, be a nmajor problemthat could face Cook County. But

| have been here |ong enough, as has the Sponsor of this

Bill, to know that very sel dom are maj or problens corrected
by a quick fix drafted by sonebody, put on a Bill and
allowed to be debated for 15, 20, 25 mnutes. It has
long-term inplications. | think, a previous speaker

indicated that there's certainly tinme over the sunmer to
have a nunber of hearings on how property should be
assessed and how taxpayers' rights could be inpacted by
this Bill given the classification systemin Cook County,

which by the way, is different than any of the other 101
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counties of this state. One could say, "Well, it needs to
be different. It's certainly a bigger county than any of
the other 101." And to sone extent, that 1is certainly

true. But when we start to legislate, mandate if you will,
changes to the Property Tax Code wi thout the full know edge
of what we're doing, we could have a inpact on the taxpayer
that would be very, very serious, in ny opinion. This is a
conplicated Bill. |"ve actually read through this thing
and 1'Il tell you something, | daresay that other than the
Cook County Assessor and professional staff in his office,
"' mnot sure that anybody could really tell you exactly
what the inpact of this Bill would Dbe. And |' m not
prepared to make a vote on an issue of this conplexity on
the last day of deadline action. | would submt to you
that perhaps a 'present' vote for those of you in the Cook
County area would be advisable and we can work this out
after having a nunber of hearings in trying to educate
ourselves are far better than we have been able to get out
of this debate or will get out of this debate. It's a
different situation. You're enacting into | aw sonething
that | don't think many of us understand and that could be
very difficult to change once it's enacted. | intend to
vote 'no' and woul d wel cone an opportunity to work with the
Sponsor on hearings in Cook County, so that all of us could
have a better understanding of what the real issue is and

how it wll affect property taxpayers and property owners

in the biggest county in the State of |Illinois. |  hope
that we not rush in to sonmething. | have a hunch and | say
this in all due respect to the Sponsor, | have a hunch that

this is nore of a political issue than it is an issue of
i nherent fairness to property taxpayers. It's just a hunch

and if that's the case, then | would submt to you don't
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act hastily, today. Thank you very nuch."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gentl eman from Kendall, M. Cross.”
Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Incidentally, in the event this

gets the requisite nunber of votes..."

Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

Cross: "...before | get there... In the wevent it gets the
requi site nunber of votes, | request a verification."

Speaker Hartke: "Okay."

Cross: "Just a couple questions. Representative, is there any
reason why we are not waiting for and I know Representative
Skinner asked this earlier, waiting for the State Board of
Education's fiscal note? Apparently, you don't want to,
but how did we get to figure of 90 mlIlion, if we haven't
seen their fiscal inpact?”

Currie: "That was extrapolation. There was a fiscal note filed
to this Bill, in fact, that's howthe Bill got to be on
Third Reading. But the information about the 90 mllion
and the state aid fornmula comes froman extrapol ati on of
the effect of those first two decisions that happened |ess
than a nonth ago before the Property Tax Appeal s Board.
This issue nay be newto us, but it is not a new issue.
There have been negotiations for nore than two years
bet ween the Cook County Assessor's Ofice, the Property Tax
Appeal s Board, the Departnent of Revenue. There have been
rulings by JCAR that we thought neant that the decisions by
PTAB would, in fact, be based on sound ground. So, the
assessor's office has calculated what the total |oss of
revenues would be to |local governments in the County of
Cook, identify to $220 million loss to school districts.
Sone would not have increased access to state general aid

because they are flat grant districts or for other reasons.
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But anong those that are not flat grant districts, you can
calculate what their take, given valuation and given
popul ation of the student body, you can cal cul ate what
their call on state aid would be; that figure is $90
mllion. Now, as a Cook County resident, |, of course,

wel come 90 mllion nore dollars for ny | ocal schools com ng

fromthe state. If | were a downstater, | wouldn't be so
thrilled. And in fact, as soneone from Cook County, |'m
still concerned about the difference between 220 mllion
and 90 mllion. There still would be a major gap for

school districts either to eat and then offer less quality
education to ny kids or to nmake up for by virtue of raising
residential rates.”

"Apparently, every..."

"And | think that's a Hobson's choice. Sonme school
districts will be able to raise rates, sone wll not. And
those that are not able to nake up the shortfall are going
to have a very difficult tinme neeting the needs of school
children across Cook County.™

"There's obviously sone question about the anpbunt that's
gonna be needed or that's gonna be |ost, Representative.
Wiy don't we wait for the... and apparently, it's onits
way or it's gonna be here soon. Wy don't we at |east know
what the nunber's gonna be fromthe very agency that deals
with the state aid formula? Wy can't we say, 'Let's wait
anot her hour or half hour, forty-five mnutes and see what
the State Board of Education actually says will be the
amount needed?"

"Representative, | was ready to cal l this Bill
yest er day. | was prevailed upon to wait because sone of
t he Subur ban Cook County Republicans were waiting on data

fromthe assessor's office. By the tine that data arrived,
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the House had adjourned. So |I've done ny waiting and |'ve
told you how we calculated the $90 million figure and how
we calcul ated..."

"Who's doin' that cal cul ati on?"

$220 mllion for school districts, a total of $650
mllion lost in Cook County |ocal governnents."

"Who's providing that nunber, Representative?"

"l believe those figures cane fromthe assessor's office,
but they were based on a calculation of what happens if
industrial and commercial properties in Cook are deval ued
20% Then you look at what that neans about revenues
comng into school districts, that's how we got the 220
mllion figure. Then you have to | ook school district by
school district to see whether it's a fornmula district or
whether it's a flat grant district. And you can |ook at
the value, the nunber of students and the take fromthe
school aid fornula."

"But Representative, with all..."

"It's a sinple calculation.”

"Wth all due respect, outside of Cook and I woul d suggest
that it's the sanme in Cook, would any of us go to our |ocal
assessors' office and say, 'What are our schools gonna get
in general state aid?" | don't think we do that."

"You' d be able to."

"I think there are bodies that provide that nunber and
know how to get to that nunmber and then assessor's offices
do other things."

"Representative, you wuld be able to do that and the
next tinme you don't get an answer fromthe state board, |
suggest you try the assessor."

"What are the other, if you want to perceive that and

obvi ously, you have the right to do it and the power to do
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that, Representative and we'll go ahead with that, that's
fine. One of the other issues that Representative Bl ack

alluded to and | guess nore than alluded to it, nentioned

the fact that for both comercial and industrial... the
assessment will be based on a |level of approximately
sonmewher e between 38 and 36 percent. Do you agree wth
t hat ?"

"Was that a question, Representative? |I'msorry. | was

on the phone wth the state board."

"Yeabh. Wuld you agree wth Representative Bl ack's
earlier coments that either for both commercial and/or
i ndustrial the assessnment will be based on a value of
somewhere between 36 and 38 percent with the resulting..."

“I''ll tell you what actually happens, as | understand it,
in the assessnent process. |If | believe that ny property
has been overassessed, | bring in information that has to
do with sales, | bring in information about conparable
properties. If | can show that properties that are
identical to mne are assessed at a lower rate, | wn.
What's happened with this decision, however, is that all
have to do is to cone in and show that the nedian | evel of
assessnment is below where ny individual assessnent is.
That's how we get the 20% decline. And it 1is absolutely
clear, in Cook County, that while there may be and this is
itself a question, there may be sone validity to using the
sal es ratio studies to define nedian assessnment for
purposes of the multiplier, the equalizer, courts have
actually ruled that the nedian | evel of assessnent in Cook
County because it is done by classes which do not provide
t he nunber..."

"Maybe | didn't... | didn't ask that question correctly."”

that, in fact, you cannot define individual value
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based on the nmedian. I1t's a neaningl ess nunber."
Cross: "But, your Bill..."

Currie: "And that's the problem™

Cross: " ... if | read it correctly..."
Currie: "So, if you don't vote for this Bill, you are saying to
commercial and industrial properties, 'Go to PTAB. You

don't have to show us a thing about how ny property is
valued conpared to sonebody's elses, all you have to do is
show that you are above the nedian.' That's where you get
the 20%reduction and | don't think, Representative Cross,
that that is fair. You get the 20% off the top, never mnd
the seller and the buyer will tell you that the property,
in fact, is valued at 20% above what PTAB will say."

Cross: "You woul d not disagree that your Bill says for commerci al
and industrial and it should be val ued at sonmewhere between

36 and 38 percent, is that correct? That's the anmount?"

Currie: "Say it again? Say again?"

Cross: "Your Bill reads that industrial and commercial shall be
val ued or assessed at 36... sonmewhere between 36 and 38
percent. |Is that correct?"

Curri e: "Yes."

Cross: "Your Bill says that."

Currie: "M Bill doesn't say that, that is in fact, the ordinance
level in the County of Cook. M Bill doesn't... it's not
about..."

Cross: "You nust wuse your ordinance level and that 1is at

somewhere between 36 and 38 percent. You wouldn't disagree
with that?"

Currie: "That's right."

Cross: "Your Bill also says that for residential that it'lIl be
approximately 10% "

Currie: "No, nmy Bill does not say that. M Bill says that you
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Speaker

can... nmy Bill is silent on what standard PTAB can use,
they can use the nedian |evel."

"But it allows for the nedian level to be at 10% It
allows for that and the potential is there that that wll
happen. Is that correct?”

"Thi s Bill is silent on residential. We're only
concerned about commercial and industrial."

"But the potential is there for that to occur, based on
t he way t he Bill's drafted. And t he concern,
Representati ve, is with that scenario the difference
between 10 up to the 36 to 38 percent is that appears, if
we read the Constitution, to be in direct conflict with the
Consti tution. And ny question is, how do you address
t hat ?"

"The Constitution provides that counties may classify
real property for purposes of taxation. The County of Cook
does. End of story."

"Well, the Constitution that | have in front of ne, reads,
"the level of assessnment or rate of tax of the highest
class in a county, the highest class in a county, shall not
exceed 2.5 tines the | evel of assessnment or rate of tax of
the lowest class in that county." So we have the potenti al
to go from10 all the way up to 38, which exceeds the 2.5
tinme value."

"Sixteen is the residential ordinance level in the County
of Cook. Sixteen percent..."

"The Bill... your Bill provides..."

whi ch neets the constitutional requirenent. End of
story."

"Thank you, Representative."

Hartke: "Further Discussion? The Chair recognizes the

Lady from Cook, Representative Milligan."
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Mul I'i gan: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor will yield."

Currie: "Reluctantly..."

Speaker Hartke: "Reluctantly."

Currie: "There have been a |l ot of questions and very little |ight
has been added to this topic."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Milligan."

Mul I'i gan: "Representative, when did you put this Anmendnent on,
wasn't it April 4th?"

Currie: "I think it was two days ago, but every day here seens
like a year, so it could have been eons ago."

Mul l'igan: "I certainly agree, but | don't think in the long run
when vyou're evaluating an issue that you want to vote on
that that's a very long tine, particularly since this has
great inport. A nunber of us net as, several of the other
Representatives said, the Republican Cook County Menbers
met with people from the assessor's office earlier this
week and asked questions. Many of the answers were not
available and so | think what we find ourselves inis a
guandary as to how we can actually vote on this when we
don't have all the answers. Representative Black asked
you, and you responded that the answer was 'no', but when
we asked the assessor's office they told us that the
assessor does have a neasure pending before the Cook County
Board to do a simlar thing only in a slower increnental
values of doing it. And when | net with the assessor
earlier this year or the end of |ast year, he was seeking
support for doing sonething quite simlar. So, | was not
surprised to find that he did have sonet hing pendi ng before
t he Cook County Board, which | think is a neasure that we
need to go back and talk to people in our districts about

before we vote on this."
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Currie: "Could the Chair ask people to keep their renmarks
relevant to the neasure that is before us, Senate Bill 747,

and not extraneous issues?"

Mul ligan: "I think that..."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Milligan, keep your remarks to
the Bill."

Mul ligan: "What | think is relevant is you' re asking us to pass a
Bill that has mnuch other |egislation outside this Body

pendi ng, that has only been to introduced for several days
which the assessor who is sponsoring this Bill cannot give
us full answers for. You won't even take it out of the
record until later on this afternoon. And | also have a
letter that is copied to us that President Stroger wote to
Maur een Murphy, who's the comm ssioner on the PTAB Board,
and said that the county is planning a lawsuit that is
going to be filed to appeal these before the April 14th.
So, why would you want to pass this neasure today w t hout
letting us take a look at it for alittle while Ionger, so
that those of wus on this side of the aisle, particularly
those of us that represent particularly Cook County
homeowner s, whi ch may have a big inpact from this
| egi sl ation, so that we cannot have a better tine to |ook
at it, alonger tine, alittle nore tinme to get the actual
figures? It's a very conplex matter. And there's a |ot of
ot her things pending regarding this issue. If we were to
do sonething like this, | think you would ask us rightfully
so, to take this out of the record so that we can have a
little nore discussion on it and actually get the figures.
| think it's very unfair to bring this up at this tinme of
t he Session and ask us to vote on it. And | would ask once
again, that you would take it out of the record."”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Currie to close.”
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Currie: "Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. For
everybody's edification, the State Board of Education tells
me that they pegged the School Aid Fornula price a little
lower than we did. It's only $76.5 mllion. They were
unable to do a school district by school district analysis,
however. \When they do, | think their figure will look |ike
mne at 90. It's a sinple Bill. You're either with the
"fat cats' or you're with your residential honmeowners and
you're wth your park boards and your school districts.

You want to nmake sure that units of |ocal governnent in

Cook County have adequate resources to do the job, a 20%

automatic off-the-top reduction for comrer ci al and
industrial property in Cook County, makes no sense. |f |
were the business community, | too, would try to slip in

through this back door, but there is no reason to think
that those properties, in fact, today are overassessed.
The 'no' vote is a backdoor opportunity to hand it off to
the comrercial and industrial enterprises. There are better
ways to solve their problens. | urge a 'yes' vote for the
ki ds, for t he homeowners, and for Jlocal wunits of
gover nnent . "

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House pass Senate
Bill 7472 All  those on favor wll vote 'yes'; those
opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. There has been a
request for a verification. Have all voted who w sh? Have
all voted who wsh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have al
voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On Senate
Bill 747, there were 66 Menbers voting 'yes', 43 Menbers
voting 'no', and 8 Menbers voting 'present'. M. Cross, do
you insist on your verification? M. Cerk."

Clerk Bolin: "A Poll of those voting in the affirmative. Acevedo.

Bol and. Br adl ey. Br osnahan. Brunsvol d. Bugi el ski .
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Davi s,

M Davis, S. Delgado. Dur ki n. Erwi n. Fei genhol t z.

Fl owner s. Fow er . Fritchey. Gash. Gglio.

G | es.

G anber g. Hanos. Hanni g. Harris. Hart ke. Hof f man.

Hol br ook. Howard. Jones, L. Jones, S Kenner .

Kr ause.

Lang. Lopez. Lyons, J. Maut i no. McAuliffe. McCart hy.

McGui re. McKeon. Morrow. wul 1'i gan. Mur phy. Novak.
O Brien. O Connor. Gst er man. Par ke. Pugh. Savi ano.
Schoenber g. Scot t. Scul ly. Shar p. Silva. Sm th.
St roger. Turner, A W nters. Wbol ar d. Younge. M.
Speaker . "

Speaker Hartke: "M. Cross, questions of the affirmative. Leave
has been requested for Representative Bugielski, Gles,
Shirley Jones, Lou Jones."

Cross: "Well, they nust be going sonewhere we'd all like to go.

But | guess that's okay. Representative Julie Curry?"

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Julie Curry. She is int
of the chanber by Representative Hannig's chair."”
Cross: "Representative Wnters?"

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Wnters. M. Turner asks

for verification. Leave. Representative Wnters.

Clerk, renove Representative Wnters from the

Furt her questions?”

he back

| eave

roll.

Cross: "Representative Capparelli?"
Speaker Hartke: "Representative Capparelli is in his chair."
Cross: "Representative Gles? He may have..."

Speaker Hartke: "Asked for |eave."

Cross: "... | apologize. Representative Sharp?"

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Sharp. She's in her chair."”

Cross: "Nothing further."
Speaker Hartke: "On Senate Bill 747, there were 65 Menbers
"yes', 43 Menbers voting 'no', and 8 Menbers

voti ng

voti ng
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"present'. And this Bill, having received a Constitutional
Majority, is hereby declared passed. M. Stephens. Wuld
you care to go back to your Bill, now or are you ready?

Ckay. On page 6 of the Cal endar, appears Senate Bill 1281.

Representative Black. M. Cerk, what's the status of that

Bill?"

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1281, the Bill's been read a second
time, previously. No Comm ttee Amendnent s. Fl oor
Amendnent #2 has been adopted to the Bill. No further

Amendnents. No Mdtions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. On page 4, on the Calendar, on
Third Reading, appears Senate Bill 1851. Representative
St ephens. Wuld you like to call that Bill? M. derk,
read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1851, a Bill for an Act to anend the
State Finance Act. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Stephens.”

St ephens: "Wl |, t hank you, M. Speaker . Thi s IS a
St ephens- Schoenberg Bill. Provi des t hat t he State
Treasurer nmay invest nonies in the Tobacco Settl enent
Recovery Fund in the sanme manner provided in the Illinois
Pensi on Code. The State Treasurer, obviously, supports the
Bill. The bottom line is that while that noney is being
hel d by the Treasurer the Pension Fund is gonna show about
a seven or historically, the last few years it's shown a 7
or 8% return whereas other investnents required, if we
don't do this, would yield only 5 or 6% and | think that
makes good sense, until we decide what we're gonna do wth
the noney. It's another common sense Bill by our Treasurer.
lI'd be glad to try to respond to any questions and urge
your 'aye' vote."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the

42


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
118t h Legi sl ati ve Day April 7, 2000
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Fritchey."
Fritchey: "Thank you, Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor will yield."

Fritchey: "Representative Stephens, this is not originally your
Bill. |Is that correct?"

St ephens: "Excuse ne?"

Fritchey: "This was not originally your Bill. 1s that correct?"

St ephens: "Well, that depends on what vyour definition of

originally is."

Fritchey: "When did you take control of this Bill?"

Stephens: "Well, originally, just a nonent ago."
Fritchey: "Whose Bill was it prior to that?"
Stephens: "I'msorry?"

Fritchey: "Who did you take control of the Bill fronf"

St ephens: "Representative Hannig and | agreed that | should
becone the Sponsor of this Bill about a half an hour ago."
Fritchey: "A couple of nonths ago the Treasurer had |egislation

that was set forth in detail her investnent authority of
the tobacco funds. And that |egislation and t hose
provisions were rolled into the Health First |egislation
whi ch we passed out of this House. Are you aware of that?"

Stephens: "I don't recall the details, but | renmenber the issue
in general, yes."

Fritchey: "I'm curious as to why... | see you've got the
Treasurer's capable assistant there with you. She's now

seeki ng broader authority over investnent of the funds than

she originally sought earlier this Session. Do you know
why that is?"

Stephens: "Well, | believe the other investnent had to do with
bonding. This is a totally separate concept. This is

nmoney that would be sitting in some fund as a result of

recei pts fromthe tobacco settlenent. This is entirely
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separate from the previ ous concept. That's what
Representative Hannig said."
Fritchey: "Well, | understand that. Let ne get to that. | don't
believe that the Treasurer has any ulterior notives here,
in fact, |I'm confident that she doesn't. |"ve had

representations fromher staff, which I am relying upon,

that the only notive here is to attenpt to generate as much

return on these funds as possible. Is that correct?”
Stephens: "That's correct and that seens to ne to nmake good
sense. "
Fritchey: "And the Treasurer is not going to use this vehicle as

a way for generating extra funds, so that tobacco noney can
be used for other purposes. |s that correct?"

Stephens: "There's no spending authority. This is just going to
cause there to be the maxi mum benefit, financially, of the
nmoney that we currently have on deposit or would receive in
the imediate future.”

Fritchey: "There 1is presently, if you take a look in the
newspapers on any given day, there's presently a |lot of
di scussion as far as tobacco funds being used for purposes
other than health-related purposes, be it tax cuts or

things along those lines. You're aware of that, aren't

you?"

Stephens: "I believe only half of what | read in the newspaper
and | forget the other half. | only can tell you,
Representative, that this Bill is not about spending any of
t he proceeds of the tobacco settlenent. It's about

i nvesting what we currently have available in the nost
beneficial manner to the people of Illinois. In other
words, getting the best return on the current dollar
i nvestnent . "

Fritchey: "I'm troubled and 1'Il tell you why. Ron, |I'm not
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trying to put you on the spot. I'mreally not. | know you
just took control of this and it's odd that you did and

here's why. The woman standing next to you sat next to ne

yesterday. | informed her that Representative Hannig was
going to nove this Bill. | discussed with Representative
Hanni g that he was going to nove the Bill and that was our

understanding as of the end of the day, yesterday. The
first tinme that | was aware that sponsorship of this Bil

had been transferred over was when | just saw this go up on
the board, right now M understandi ng had been that the
Treasurer's Ofice was going to be supportive of the
concept that tobacco nobney was going to be spent on
heal t h-rel ated purposes. Wiile this has no spendi ng
provisions init and |'mkeenly aware of that, there's been
a lot of effort to nove forward on these investnent
provi sions wi thout anybody stepping up on what we're doing
with the tobacco nopney. As everybody is sitting around
this chanber, right now, discussions are taking place al

over this building to syphon off hundreds of mllions of
dol l ars of noney that should be spent on health-related
i ssues for nonhealth-related purposes. Al right, that is
sonething that is troubling to me. | do not want to wuse
this as a vehicle to excoriate anybody, but we are sitting
here with these issues and it is just wong. And we're
gonna sit here and we're gonna vote on a budget at the end
of this Session and we're gonna see hundreds of mllions of
dol l ars go out the wi ndow and out the door and every other
opening of this building for everything but health-rel ated
pur poses. We're talking about spending hundr eds of
mllions of dollars on property tax relief, hundreds of
mllions of dollars in various abatenents and refunds and

maybe two or three or five mllion dollars on the health of
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our children, the health of our seniors and the health of
our famlies. And it's sonmething that troubles ne.
Representative, | told you, | amnot taking this out on
you. It's a very frustrating process that has happened
her e. |'ve had a nunber of representations that have been
made to nme and then peopl e wal king away fromthese things.
To the Bill, M. Speaker."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Fritchey: "The Bill, in and of itself, is innocuous. It wll
give the Treasurer broader authority akin to the authority
she has over the pension funds. Anything that we can do to
increase the return on those funds and nmexi m ze the dollars
that we'll get pursuant to the settlement, I wll support.
| will continue to raise ny concerns and objections at
every possible avenue as to howthis noney is going to be
spent and how the Legislature is being cut out of the
process of how that noney is going to be spent. | support
the Speaker (sic-Sponsor). | ultimately support this
| egi sl ation. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition. Representative Stephens to close.™

Stephens: "Well, during the debate, | wunderstand that sone
Senators were over here trying to clone our first baseman.
Now, | think |I object to that. M. Speaker, the Bill, to
close, this sinply allows the Treasurer to invest nonies in
t he fund in the sane manner and the sane type of
i nvestnments and subject to the sane Iimtations provided in
the Illinois Pension Code. | appreciate the GCentleman's
cooments and he knows, as we all do, there's no spending
authority inthis Bill. This is just about nmaking good
investnments. |'d appreciate your 'aye' vote."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House pass Senate
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Bill 1851?" Al those in favor wll signify by voting
"yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have

all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh? Have al
voted who w sh? M. derk, take the record. On Senate
Bill 1851, there are 117 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting
'no’ . And this Bill, having received a Constitutional
Majority, is hereby decl ared passed. On page 4 of the
Cal endar, on Third Reading, appears Senate Bill 1690.
Representative Feigenholtz. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1690, a Bill for an Act to anmend the
Principal and Incone Act. Third Reading of this Senate
Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Feigenholtz."

Fei genhol tz: "Thank you very much, M. Speaker. Senate Bill 1690
amends Section 14 which currently provides that interest
and penalties on real estate transfer taxes 1is to be
charged to principal except in cases where the tax has been
deferred pursuant to a statutory provision, interest is to
be <charged to incone. The proposed Amendnent woul d result
in all interest to be charged one half to incone and one
hal f to princi pal . This change represents a fair
allocation of interest on transfer taxes and on any
penalties and said taxes. These changes wll result in

that savings and fuller benefit paynments to beneficiaries

of trusts."
Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from Kendal I, Representative Cross."

Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor will yield."

Cross: "Representative, would you explain to wus, 'cause it
appears t hat this Bill also applies or would have
applicability or actually, | should say, it mght violate
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t he rul e agai nst perpetuities. What would be your
interpretation of this Bill wth respect to its violation

of the rule against perpetuities?"

Fei genholtz: "It doesn't."

Cross: "Well, Representative, would you agree that it applies to
the rule of perpetuities?”

Fei genholtz: "The Rule in Shelley's Case took care of that,
Representative."

Cross: "lIs that Shelly Wnters? Wuld this apply to all estates,
Represent ati ve?"

Fei genholtz: "Yes."

Cross: "Including those out of the State of IIlinois?"

Fei genhol tz: "No."

Cross: "Okay. Wuld it apply to federal estate returns?”

Fei genholtz: "I'msorry, Tom One nore tine."

Cross: "Wuld it apply to federal estate returns? Maybe that
gentleman next to you can explain the rule agai nst
perpetuities and the Shelley's Case, if you don't mnd."

Fei genholtz: "No, actually, Tom this is a Bar Association Bill."

Cross: "Is that vyour answer to whether or not this applies to a

federal estate cases?"

Feigenholtz: "It's not about taxes. It's about..."

Cross: "lIs that your final answer?"

Fei genholtz: "... trust. That is. Thank God, it is, yes."
Cross: "So, Representative, you don't feel it's appropriate at

this tinme to explain either Shelley's, anything about
Shel l ey, or the rule against perpetuities? Wwo is Shelley?
What do you nean by Shell ey?"

Fei genholtz: "It's the semnal case dealing with the rule of
perpetuities.”

Cross: "Because no one on this side can explainit either,

Representative."
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Fei genholtz: "But Shelly..."
Cross: "Just so you know. "
Feigenholtz: "... is sonebody that | went to grammar school wth.
Her | ast nane was Rosen and she was on the voll eybal

team"”

Cross: "Wuld this Bill apply to her?"

Fei genholtz: "1 hope so."
Cross: "Well, Representative, | appreciate all your answers and
your analysis of the Bill. And | knowit's a fine Bill.

And you say it's an initiative of the Chicago Bar
Associ ati on?"

Fei genholtz: "I believe so."

Cross: "And they drafted it?"

Fei genholtz: "I belive they did."

Cross: "Were's the I1llinois State Bar Association, do they
support it?"

Feigenholtz: "I don't have that on ny analysis fromthe Senate,
Representative."

Cross: "You're not aware if the Illinois State Bar Association
opposes this, are ya? | nean, | don't believe... Sara, |
don't believe they do."

Fei genholtz: "That's good. I'"'m glad that you coul d have
clarified that."

Cross: "You don't know?"

Fei genhol tz: "No."

Cross: "kay. Are you gonna, as a general rule in the future,
continue to handle Bills dealing with principal and i ncones
and estates? Are you gonna stick wth the weasier Bills
like the needle Bills?"

Fei genholtz: "You know, Tom | don't know how | got this Bill
but thanks for asking."

Cross: "Maybe you ought to see if you can get on the Judiciary
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Comm ttee next year, Sara. Thank you."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Lang."
Lang: "Thank you. Wbuld the Lady yield?"
Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

Lang: "Thank you. Representative, |I'mtalkin' to you. Wre you

finished wth your Bill?"

Fei genholtz: "1 thought so."

Lang: "Well, no, there are questions. So, | heard M. Cross ask
you if the Bill violated the rul e against perpetuities and
you sai d 'no' . Can you explain the rule against
perpetuities to us? Because the |awers here all passed

the bar exam really have no idea what it does. Can you
explain to us what the rule against perpetuities does? I t
took us 23 years in |aw school, we still didn't understand
it. Mybe staff can explainit to you in 20 seconds."”

Fei genholtz: "Okay. Are you ready?"

Lang: "Oh, we're ready."”

Speaker Hartke: "M . Lang, would you keep your remarks to the
Bill."

Feigenholtz: "If an interest vests in over..."

Lang: "This is to the Bill."

Fei genholtz: "... 21 years..."
Lang: "Wit. | mssed the beginning. Wit. Start over. Start
over. I'mwaiting. I'msorry. Is this your first Bill

Representative? Al right. You know what? You know what ?

Forget about it. | don't know why we should vote for a
Lady's Bill if she doesn't even know what it does. So, if
M. Cross is opposed, |I'll have to be opposed.”

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeking recognition, Representative Feigenholtz to close.”

Fei genholtz: "Vote for this Bill."
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Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House pass Senate
Bill 16907 All  those in favor will vote 'yes'; those
opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who
wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
M. Cerk, take the record. On Senate Bill 1690, there are
116 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 wvoting 'no', and O voting
"present'. And this Bill, having received a Constitutional
Majority, is hereby decl ared passed. On page 4 of the
Calendar, on Third Reading, appears Senate Bill 1397.
Representative Lawfer. Qut of the record. M. Stephens.
Ron St ephens. Are you ready yet? On 649? Excuse ne?
kay. On page 3 of the Calendar, on Third Readi ng, appears
Senate Bill 1307. Representative O Connor. Representative
O Connor. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1307, a Bill for an Act to anend the
Property Tax Code. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative O Connor."

O Connor: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Menbers of the House. This
| egi sl ati on amends the Property Tax Code by changing the
definition of inconme for the purposes of the Senior
Ctizens Assessnent Freeze Honestead Exenption. Wat it
does is it exenpts veterans' benefits fromthe definition.
I'd be glad to answer any questions. It is not opposed by
any party and it's supported by the veterans' groups."”

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass

Senate Bill 13077 All  those in favor will signify by
voting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open.
Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? \V/ g

Clerk, take the record. On Senate Bill 1307, there are 117
Menber s voti ng ‘yes', 0 wvoting 'no', and O voting

"present'. And this Bill, having received a Constitutional
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Majority, is hereby declared passed. On page 4, on the
Cal endar, on Third Reading, appears Senate Bill 1871
Representative Kenner. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1871, a Bill for an Act concerning
state contracts. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Kenner."

Kenner: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Thank you. Senate Bill 1871
amends the 1llinois Procurenent Code and basi cal |l y,
provides that state agencies file with the Conptroller any
grants exceedi ng $10 thousand before the Conptroller wll
aut hori ze paynent. There's no known opposition and it
passed the Senate, unaninmously. And | would just ask for

an 'aye' vote. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from Kendal I, Representative Cross."
Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Real quick, Representative. l's

there a reason why you tabled Arendnent 17?"

Kenner: "Yes. Negotiations for Amendnent 1 are still ongoing and
that'Il conme up in the next Session."
Cross: "lIs there any opposition then to the Bill as it now stands

or as witten?"

Kenner: "No known opposition."

Cross: "All right. Thanks a lot."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing no one is seeking
recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass Senate
Bill 18717 All  those in favor signify by voting 'aye';
t hose opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open. Have al
voted who w sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted
who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On Senate Bil
1871, there are 117 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no',
and O voting '"present'. And this Bill, having received a

Constitutional Myjority, is hereby declared passed. On
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Cerk

Speaker

page 4 of the Calendar, on Third Reading, appears Senate
Bill 1541. Representative Rutherford. M. Cerk, read the
Bill."

Bolin: "Senate Bill 1541, a Bill for an Act to anend the
Public Utilities Act. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Hart ke: "Representative Rutherford."”

Rut herford: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Centl enen of the

House. The genesis of this Bill actually came up ny first
year as a Legislator. M nother had her trees, at her
home, severely cut by the utility conmpany with no notice
ahead of time. And as | started to look into it, there
really were no guidelines at what a utility conpany could
or could not do with regards to tree trimmng. So, we put
together legislation which has now, actually been... that
would require a utility conpany to follow the Internationa

Society of Arboricultural standards. It would require a
utility to notify a community or an unincorporated rural

area 21 days before they would conme in with their trimmng
Crews. It would require themto notify the custoner at
| east seven days prior to themcomng on their property to
trim their trees and it would require themto provide a
toll-free nunber for the individual that had any questions
or concerns with regards to that. |In order to insure that
certain local ordinances could retain their integrity, with
regards to tree trinmng, we've also provided that this
|l egislation would not interfere wwth any type of franchise
agreenent, witten contract, or any other type of witten
agreenent . And if there were any ordinances in place now
or in the future, that they would be able to be in effect.

It would just state that if their standards were greater
than those established statutorily here and there was an

additional <cost to that, that the nunicipality would have
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to pay the difference if the utility conpany would charge
themfor that. As we have it now, the Gty of Chicago, the
Muni ci pal League and the other organizations representing
muni ci pal groups are all neutral on this. A couple of the
utility conpanies are proponents of it and a couple of them
are opponents to it. 1'd be glad to answer any questions."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Lady from Cook, Representative Wjcik."

Wj ci k:  "Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House. | just
rise to support this piece of legislation and to conplinent
the Sponsor for all the tine and effort he put into this
Bill and to wunderstand the problenms | had within nmy own
comunity. He worked very hard and diligently to appease
everyone and it's ny conplinents to him And | urge its
passage. "

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the

Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Lang."

Lang: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | was not sure how | was gonna
vote on this Bill until Representative Rutherford nmentioned
that it was his nother's idea. |If | came to the House
Floor with a Bill that ny nother had given ne, | hope you
would all vote for it. So, let's al | vot e for

Representative Rutherford' s Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "The Chair recognizes the Gentleman from Cook,
Representative Fritchey."

Rut herford: "Thank you, Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor will yield."

Rutherford: "I will yield. [If I could real quick, | just want to
clarify Representative Lang. It really wasn't ny nother's
idea for this Bill. It was her problemw th her trees
but chered that gave ne the genesis... that put the genesis

to doing this. Representative Fritchey, I1'd be glad to
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answer '‘em"

Fritchey: "That answered ny first question, if she was the one

that's been drafting all of your Bills for you."

Rut herford: "No, no, no. She's not... no."
Fritchey: "Question two, |'mwondering in all seriousness, does
this provide anything in si tuati ons, in enmer gency

situations? Let's say you had an ice stormthat would
necessitate branches being cut down i mediately for danger
of them wei ghi ng down or pulling dowmn power lines, is there
still a seven-day notice requirenent?"

Rut herford: "No, page 2, line 16, it specifically notes that a
public utility shall not be required to conply wth these
and then it goes through. The very exanple you just gave,
in order to maintain specific energency reliability and the
like."

Fritchey: "And so that would be anything that they deemto be an
energency that they don't have to go and get special
cl earance first."

Rut herford: "Correct. And it's specifically witten in the Bil

so we don't have that problem"”

Fritchey: "I nean, obviously, the intention's good to protect the
homeowner s. | just wanted to nake sure that, you know, |
hate to admt that | haven't actually read the Bill, Dan,

but that we've got the protections that we need in there
and anot her issue had been raised as to after such tine,
let's say they give seven-day notice, it's required or they
don't if it's not, there may be special notice required in
my district, Representative MKeon's district we had the
problemw th the Asian beetles.”

Rut herford: "I mssed that |ast part."

Fritchey: "W had problenms with Asian beetles..."

Rut herford: "Rutherford: "Okay."
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Fritchey: "...over this past year and so while utility conpanies
inthe city had to cone in and cut down trees and tree
branches on peoples' property... Does anything here affect
di sposal requirenents of any vegetation that's cut down by
the utility conpani es?"

Rut herford: "No, nothing in here addresses the issue of howit's
di sposed of . "

Fritchey: "So..."

Rut herford: "And if I could respond though perhaps, in your
specific area, what you' ve got is the Gty of Chicago's
under a franchi se agreenent with Commonwealth Edison and
whatever ternms of the franchi se agreenent have to provide
for those, this would not disavow those as to continue on
as they are.”

Fritchey: "As usual, you're a step ahead of ne, again. 'Cause ny
next question was, what if there was an external agreenent
between the utility and a nunicipality?"

Rut herford: "This does not..."

Fritchey: "This wouldn't inpact that."

Rut herford: "No. Any franchise agreenent, witten agreenent, or
contract retains its integrity."

Fritchey: "But this would then prevent new contracts from being
entered into or franchi se agreenents which woul d have terns
ot her than those specified in the statutes.”

Rut herford: "It would not. If, for exanple, a franchi se
agreenent between a community and the utility suggested
that rather than seven days notice they would require to
give a different alternative, the franchise agreenent would
have precedence.”

Fritchey: "So, a wutility then... tell nme if I'm wong. A
utility, if they didn't want to conply wth this, they

could negotiate the ternms of this statute away with the
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| ocal nmunicipality?"

Rutherford: 'l wouldn't quite go that far wwth it, but if it was
in a franchise agreenent and they had different terns than
what is laid out here, that is correct. And again, the
reason for this is, the vast mjority of the State of
I1linois has absolutely no standard, whatsoever. The very
smal | hand full of comunities that do have I ocal
ordi nances and the [imted nunber of franchise agreenents
are gonna continue on and have precedence. Wat this does,
it really protects or covers many folks that are in
comunities that do not have these types of agreenents and
particularly, in unincorporated rural areas where there is
no agreenent whatsoever. We, now, at |least wll have sone
obligatory standard they have to neet."

Fritchey: "Thank you very nmuch and ny commendations to your nom"

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gentl eman from Kankakee, Representative Novak."

Novak: "Yes, M. Speaker. The Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

Novak: "Dan, is this atrimBill? Thisis atrimBill."

Rut herford: "This is the tree trimmng Bill."

Novak: "Ckay. Could you tell ne, is CIPS still opposed to this

Bill?"
Rutherford: "It is ny understanding that they are still opposed
tothis Bill."

Novak: "All right. And that's the only utility opposed to this
Bill?"

Rutherford: "I want to be careful. |'mnot sure, but possibly
CILCOis. They had not filed a witness slip when we were
in commttee. My discussions with "em though, led nme to
believe that they may al so be opposed to it."

Novak: "And what about Commonweal th Edi son, Il1inois Power?"
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Rut herford: " Comonweal t h Edi son and I11inois Power are
proponents of the legislation.™

Novak: "And the Minicipal League is?"

Rut herford: "The Muinicipal League is now neutral on t he
| egi sl ation."

Novak: " Ckay. So since we had our discussion in the conmttee,
what has transpired since then to precipitate t he
neutrality of the Minicipal League? In 30 words or |ess.™

Rutherford: "In 30 words or |ess, there was a m nor change to
clarify that the I1CCs sole authority would apply to
subsection (a), so that that would allowif they were to
have an ordinance and if the wviolation from a wutility
conpany under ordinance, that it would not necessitate | CC
intervention that they could utilize the circuit courts.
And | believe that was one of the major clarifications that
all owed the nmunicipalities sone confort in this."

Novak: "So, in the Village of Dmght..."

Rut herford: "Okay."

Novak: "...if the city wants to pass an ordi nance controlling
veget ati on managenent, with respect to wutility lines, do
they have the right to do this under your Bill?"

Rut herford: "Yes, they do. The caveat to it and this is, |
think, is very fair. 1Is that the Village of Dwi ght could
pass an ordinance if their standards were stricter than
those outlined here and it wuld have cost the wutility
conpany nore to inplenent than what the standards outlined
here, the utility conpany may charge that additional cost
back to t he community and the community would be
responsible to pay that. And the reason for doing that is
that it would then not necessitate the utility bearing
additional cost and then cost shifting that back to

addi tional ratepayers outside of that specific community
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but yet wthin the service territory of that utility

conpany. "
Novak: "How are these costs determ ned?"
Rut herford: "It would be through... It's statutorily obligated

that the public wutility would have to give thema cost
estimate so they'd have to send in soneone from their
tree-trinmng operation, noting what it costs, what a
standard is and then note what the variances would be as a
requi renent of the ordinance. An exanple may be that they
woul d necessitate to have an arborist with them at every
tree they go to, if that was an ordi nance requirenent and
that's not a part of the standard, the <cost to have an
arborist at wevery tree they trim they can be cal cul ated
and that estimate would be given to the city."

Novak: "Well, getting back to the Ilocal nunicipality, where
applicable, can their own enpl oyees go ahead and do these
tree trinmmng or does it have to be on a... or does the
utility have to contract with a arborist or any other type
of tree-trimm ng busi ness?"

Rut herford: "Yeah. | want to be careful. | don't know the
answer to that, but what | do knowis this |legislation
woul d not affect or change whatever that procedure is in
pl ace now. "

Novak: " Ckay. And then what type of a standard or naybe
shouldn't refer to the word standard, but what type of a
concept or rule does the conmm ssion have authority to do
under this Bill?"

Rut herford: "Everything that the comm ssion had authority to do
under this... prior to this Bill is retained. And it,
actually, is a specific wording in here to insure the fact
t hat it's recognized that if the Illinois Comerce

Comm ssion pronul gated rules with regards to vegetation
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managenent, those rules would continue to have precedence
as they do today by authority of the Public Wility Act.
As well, if a wutility files a tariff for vegetation

managenent as approved by the Illinois Comrerce Comm ssion,

its authority to retain its integrity, as it stands under

the Public Utilities Act, would still be there."
Novak: "And so that we're gonna have a new rule making with the
ICC. |Is that correct?"

Rut her f or d: "No. "

Novak: "No."
Rut herford: "The underlying Bill, Representative, required the
ICC to pronulgate rules. There was sonme concerns with

regards to sone of the parties about nmandating them to do
t hat . W have taken this out of here as far as an
obligation for themto do it, but yet the opportunity still
remains if they, on their own volition, decided to do it
they can do it. And its authority would continue as it is
t oday. "

Novak: "Ckay. You say they... but so they retain the authority
to pronul gate rules, right?"

Rut herford: "That is correct. They are not mandated by this Bill
to do that, though."

Novak: "Ckay, but if they go ahead on their own and promul gate
rules that are nore restrictive than let's say the WVillage
of Dw ght's ordi nance, what happens here?"

Rutherford: "In the case of that, because of the authority of
that village... I'msorry... of +the Commerce Conm ssion
havi ng t he purview of the right-of-way for wutility
conpani es they would have the ability to pre-enpt that
| ocal ordinance. And again, this |legislation does not add
t hat power or detract fromthat power, that power already

exists for the Comrerce Comm ssion under the authority of
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the Public Uilities Act."
Novak: "Ckay. Thank you very nuch."
Rut herford: "Thank you."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, Representative Rutherford to close.”
Rut herford: "l'd appreciate a favorable roll call."
Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House pass Senate
Bill 1541?" Al those in favor wll vote 'yes'; those
opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who

w sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?

Have all voted who wish? M. derk, take the record. On

Senate Bill 1541, there are 103 Menbers voting 'yes', 9
Menbers voting 'no', and 8 Menbers voting 'present'. And
this Bill, having received a Constitutional Myjority, is

hereby decl ared passed. On page 4 of the Calendar, on
Third Reading, appears Senate Bill 1425. Representative
Turner. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1425, a Bill for an Act concerning park

districts. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Turner."
Turner, A : "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and GCentlenen of
the Assenbly. Senate Bill 1425 is an initiative of the

Chicago Park District and that it Dbasically does the
followng three itens. The first Anmendnent, Anendnent #1,
was an Anendnent which would allow the nmuseuns to
experiment with free days. R ght now, there are 52 free
days that the nuseuns are allowed to inplenment and what we

requested is that these 52 days be used during the sunmer

nmont hs between June and August. Arendnent  #2 is an
Amendnent that was given to ne by Senator Shaw. It's an
Amendnent... an initiative on behalf of the South Suburban

Mayors and it would forma nuseum district in the south
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subur bs. This Amendnent would allow counties wth a
popul ati on of nmore than 2 mllion to create nuseum

districts. And Anendnent #3 is an initiative introduced by
Representative Ricca Slone and it prohibits the park board
from transferring 70%or nore of its land to a transferee
who plans to substantially alter the use of that property
unl ess the proposal gains the approval of the majority of
voters in a general election. | would nove for the
favorabl e adoption of Senate Bill 1425. And ready to
address any questions that you may have."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from McHenry, M. Skinner."

Skinner: "Could you tell wus the property tax inplications of
Amendnent #2? If any."

Turner, A: "l didn't hear the first part of that question.”

Skinner: "Could you tell us the property tax inplications of
Amendnent #2, if any?"

Turner, A : "I don't think that anything can happen unless
there's a referendum It has to be referendum first so
that once that's passed and whatever they call for in a
referendumthat would be the inplication, but there's
not hi ng that happens automatic."”

Skinner: "And what tax rate can be inposed if a referendum passes
in the south suburbs?"

Turner, A : "Representative, |'mhaving a hard tinme hearing you.
What did you say, again?"

Skinner: "I think | used up all my volunme on the last Bill. What
property tax rate can be inposed if a referendum passes in
t he south suburbs?"

Turner, A: "W didn't address that in the Bill, Representative."

Skinner: "l guess I'magetting lost in the lack of chain of |ogic.

If you can't create a district without a referendum what's
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the use of having a referendumif you don't have a tax
rate?"
Turner, A : "The referendumwould include the proposed tax rate.

If it's a newdistrict that we're creating, then | would

assunme that the referendum woul d tal k about what that tax

rate is."

Skinner: "Well, what is the maxinmum tax rate that could be
| evi ed?"

Turner, A : "Wat's the maximumfor... Wuat's the maxi mum tax
rate? I don't know the answer to that question,

Representative."

Skinner: "lIs Amendnent #2 nore than nine lines |ong?"

Turner, A: "lIs it nore than nine lines |ong?"

Ski nner: "Yes."

Turner, A: "It's exactly nine lines long."

Skinner: "If you're reading what I'"'mreading, | can understand

why you don't have a clue what it's about."”
Turner, A: "It's exactly nine lines long."
Skinner: "Well..."
Turner, A : "It's approved by the... it's an initiative by the

Sout h Suburban Mayors and ultimately, the taxpayers wll

determne if, in fact, there's going to be a nmuseum
district."
Skinner: "Al right. Well, I"'mnmaking... | just have this wld

assunption that sonmewhere in the underlying | aw t here nust
be a maximumtax rate. Could you ask one of your astute

staffers to dig it out for you?"

Turner, A.: "Yes. Hold on just one mnute."
Speaker Hartke: "M . Turner, do you have the answer?"
Turner, A : "I'mtrying to get an answer for the Representative.

Your question again is, what is the maxi num allowable tax

rate?"
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Skinner: "That's correct."”
Turner, A : "Wll, as | say, | thought that that would be a

question that would be put in the referendum itself, how

far or what the limt is. | just don't knowand I'Il try
to... we're trying to get an answer for you."

Skinner: "Well, | was willing to wait until 1:00 this afternoon
on Senate Bill 747. I'msurely willing to wait "til 1:00

this afternoon on this one."

Turner, A : "Well, you may be here by yourself, Representative.
There's a few of us that don't want to wait."

Skinner: "W should all be so blessed that no one is here at 1:00
this afternoon.”

Turner, A: "l've heard froma fewthat are ready to go."

Skinner: "Well, Representative, | really think we need to protect
the South Suburban Legislators, all of whom we hope, on
t he Republican side of the aisle are targets. So, it would
be hel pful to know if they're gonna vote for a dollar tax
rate or a 10¢ tax rate. | mean, we should give "ema

reason to vote 'yes' or 'no'."

Turner, A : "Well, this Bill doesn't spell any particular rate.
So whatever that rate is statewde... Wat is the rate
statewi de? | nean, what currently, do we pay statew de or

is it different for <cities over 2 mllion? And if so,
what ever that maximumlimt is | would assunme that that
woul d be the current |aw that would have inpact here, that
that woul d be the gauge. Yet, the voters thenselves in the
ref erendum woul d determ ne whether we go one dollar or we
go up to whatever the max is."”

Skinner: "Well, maybe the Senate wll «clarify it. Usually,
there's a maximumrate built in. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the

Gentleman from Verm |ion, Representative Bl ack."
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Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WI 1l the Sponsor
yi el d?"
Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."
Turner, A : "I'll try."
Bl ack: "Representative, Floor Amendnent #3. Let ne address ny
concerns to the Chair. M. Speaker."
Speaker Hartke: "Yes, Sir."
Black: "Is Floor Anendnent #3 germane to the Chicago Park

District Code, since it deals with a downstate park

district?"

Speaker Hartke: "1'm gonna have ny parlianmentarian take a | ook at
t hat. "

Black: "I would appreciate that. | would appreciate that."

Speaker Hartke: "Floor Amendnent #4."

Bl ack: "No, 3."

Speaker Hartke: "You're asking if it is germane to the Bill?"

Bl ack: "Yes. As | interpret the underlying Bill, it deals with
the Chicago Park District and Fl oor Amendnent #3,
obviously, deals wth a dowstate park district code. You
know, the Suprenme Court | ooks very carefully at this kind
of thing. | just was curious. Wile I'mwaiting for that,
M. Speaker, could | ask the Sponsor a question or two?"

Speaker Hartke: "You may."

Bl ack: "Thank vyou. Representative, forgive nme, | was upstairs
during part of the questioning and | do apologize if | go
over sonething that Representative Skinner has asked you.
|"mnot sure | understand why you are wanting to put
Chicago under the... Let ne get the | anguage here. The
Museum Di strict Act."

Turner, A : "Wiat was the first part of the question?”

Bl ack: "Yeah. Floor Amendnent #2..."

Turner, A: "Right."
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Bl ack:

Tur ner,

Bl ack:

Tur ner,

Bl ack:

Tur ner,

you delete a Section of the Park D strict Act and
you. .. which would all ow Cook County then to conme under the
Museum District Act. To be real honest with you, | don't
know what the Museum District Act does and it's unusual..
we don't see legislation very often that does away with a
popul ation requirenent SO Chi cago can partici pate.
CGenerally, it's just the opposite. What does the Miseum
District Act do?"

A: "It permts cities and towns outside the Cty of
Chicago to have nmuseumdistricts. This Act was created in
1989. "

"Ckay. Now, and | think then, Representative Skinner may
have been asking if you want to, in Chicago, be under that
Act, | assune then there may be a purpose to create a new
museum Sonebody nmay, in your area, say, 'W'd like to
create a new nuseum' The question is, under the existing
Museum Di strict Act, to create a new nmuseumif, in fact, it
is to be partially or in whole supported by tax dollars, is
there a referenda requirenment in a front-door referenda, at
t hat ?"

A: "Yes, a referendumis required. And in regards to
the question that Representative Skinner asked, in terns of
the rate, the rate is not to exceed the rate of .2%of the
assessed val ue as equalized by our Departnent of Revenue."

"Are you at liberty to say what this new nuseum may be?
mean and | don't want you to violate anyone's confidence.
| thought maybe since Mayor and Senator and all around
public servant the honorable M. Shaw was standing next to
you that perhaps this will be the Shaw Miseum And he's
certainly deserving of that. | just wondered if it was...
What is being considered?”

A : "I't would be a nmulticultural museum and | think,
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Bl ack:

Tur ner,

Bl ack:

Tur ner,

Bl ack:

Tur ner,

Bl ack:

Tur ner,
Bl ack:
Tur ner,

Bl ack:

there's sonme seven south side mayors that are interested in
creating this nuseum"”

"So, in this case, the gentleman standing behind you, is
wearing his mayoral hat, correct?"

A.: "No, he, I think, he's an interested Sponsor in
support of the Anmendnent and wlling to help guide this
Bill when it cones back over to the Senate."

"l see."

A0 "l would hate to say that he's |obbying or wearing
any hat on the House Floor here, other than that as a
Legi slator."

"Under his nost capable hands and direction, there is no
guestion that this will fly out of the Senate. | nean, the
Shaw nanme is magic. W all know that. W can only hope to
aspire to his level of public service. The proposed
museum would it perhaps, be located in the thriving and
fast growi ng community of Dolton?"

A.: "The location has not been determned at this tine.
There will be a commttee of the South Suburban Mayors who
will determ ne where that |ocation is."

"Okay. And would the mayors all have one vote or would it
be a weighted vote? Now, you don't need to answer that,
‘cause | know where nost of the weight is on the southside
mayoral organization, but | don't want to go there. But
there is a front-door referenda on any new nuseum.."

A "Yes."

correct? That's what your staff has indicated.”

A.: "There is a front-door referendum right."

"Ckay. And then the only other question that | had is
pending fromthe parlianentarian on Floor Amendnent #3. |
do appreciate your forthright answers to the questions.

So, thank you."
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Turner, A : "Thank you, Representative. Ckay."

Bl ack: "M. Speaker."

Speaker Hartke: "And M. Black, | do have an answer for you
|'ve checked with ny parlianmentarian and he will respond.”

Bl ack: "Thank you."

Parliamentarian Uhe: "Representative Black, on behalf of the
Speaker in response to your inquiry, the question of
germaneness is properly decided under Rule 63 of the House
Rul es. Amendnent #3 which is the subject of your question
has been adopted to the Bill, therefore, the question of
germaneness and the Mtion on a different subject is
untinmely, at this point."

Bl ack: "Ckay. Well, I just... M. Speaker, given the point then
t hat Fl oor Amendnment #3 is on the Bill, would | be in order

to ask the Sponsor of Floor Anendnment #3 just two sinple

guestions? | believe that's Representative Slone. Slone's
Amendnent . "
Speaker Hartke: "You may. Representative Slone."

Sl one: "Thank you, M. Speaker."

Bl ack: "Yeah. Representative, the only reason that | raise the
question is | think I know, I renenber this Bill, as |
recal | . But there's always a question, lately, of the
Suprenme Court | ooking at everything we do. | trust that

this is a single subject. But let nme refresh ny nenory.
You have a situation in your district where a park district
wants to sell sonme land to a devel oper who will then build
a golf course, correct?"

Sl one: "d ose. M. Black, the situationis in ny region, it is
not in ny district."

Bl ack: "Ckay."

Slone: "And they want to |lease the land. |If they..."

Bl ack: "Lease, all right."
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Slone: " ... wanted to sell the land..."
Bl ack: "Ckay."
Slone: " ... they would be required to have a referendum?”
Bl ack: "Right."
Slone: "They want to |ease the land, this | anguage would require
themto hold the referendum in this case, also."

Bl ack: " Ckay. And | renenber, ny earlier questions to you, the

proposed golf course on this park land, would it be a fully

public access course or a private or Jlimted access
course?"

Slone: "I don't renenber, M. Black. [|I'msorry."

Bl ack: "The reason | ask, | think I would have a real problem if

they are |leasing public Iland to develop a quasi country
club. | mean and I would think you and Representative
Leitch would also have a problemif, in fact, public | and
woul d be | eased froma public park district, | assune,
supported wth sone tax revenue, would that be a correct
assunption? The park district, does it operate on sone
kind of tax |evy?"

Slone: "I believe so, yes."

Bl ack: " Ckay. But it appears to ne what you are doing, if |
understand this correctly, you are trying to enpower the

people in this district to be able to answer the question,

"Do you want this land | eased for a golf course, 'yes' or
"no'," in a public referendum correct?"

Slone: "That's correct."”

Bl ack: " Ckay. That sounds emnently fair to ne. And

appreci ate your answering the question. Thank you."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeki ng recognition, Representative Turner to close."
Turner, A : "I thank you, M. Speaker and | just nove for the

favorabl e adoption of Senate Bill 1425."
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Speaker

Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House adopt Senate
Bill 14257 Al'l those in favor signify by voting 'yes';
t hose opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have al
voted who w sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted
who wsh? M. Cerk, take the record. On Senate Bil
1425, there are 116 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no',
and O voting 'present'. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional WMjority, is hereby declared passed. M.
St ephens, are you ready now? M. Lang. On page 4, on
Third Reading, appears Senate Bill 1629. Representative
Wait. Ron Wait. Qut of the record. On page 4, on Third
Readi ng, appears Senat e Bill 1453. Representative

Beaubi en. M. Cerk, read the Bill.™"

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1453, a Bill for an Act concerning

taxation. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Beaubien."
Beaubi en: "Yes, thank vyou, M. Speaker, Ladies and CGentl enen.
This Bill is the initiative of the Illinois Chanber of

Speaker

Sl one:

Speaker

Sl one:

Comrerce in agreed |anguage with the Departnment of Revenue
to reforma comnmttee to study the sinplifying of the sales
tax reporting. There are five other subparts that were
part of the Bill 4431, which passed through the House,
previously and they are also in this Bill. And |  would
urge passage of this Bill."

Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass

Senate Bill 14... Excuse ne. Sl ow on t he swi t ch.
Representative Sl one. For di scussi on. Representati ve
Sl one. "

"Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Gentleman yield?"
Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

"M. Beaubien, is this... I"'msorry. | didn't hear. |Is
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this for a study or they' ve already had the study and this

woul d inplenent the results of the study?"

Beaubien: "This is for a study. There was a Bill in this year to

Sl one:

Speaker

actually pass a Bill dealing with the sinplification.
There were too many questions dealing with the nunicipal

| eagues and nunici pal areas, so this is strictly a study to

cone back next vyear, perhaps, with a Bill. There's nore
nunbers and everybody wll be able to agree to. Thank
you. "
"Thank you."
Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing no one is seeking

recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass Senate
Bill 14537 All  those in favor signify by voting 'yes';
t hose opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open. Have al
voted who w sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted
who wsh? M. Cerk, take the record. On Senate Bil
1453, there are 117 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no',
and O voting '"present'. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Mjority, 1is hereby declared passed. On
page 4 of the Calendar, on Third Reading, appears Senate
Bill 1693. Representative Hanos. M. derk, read the
Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1693, a Bill for an Act to amend the

Speaker

Hanos:

Property Tax Code. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Hartke: "Representative Hanos."

"Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and GCentlenen. The
underlying Bill nmakes a small change in the Tax Code to
provide that it's the certificate of the... the owner of

the certificate of purchase that has the right, under the
sales and error statute in the Property Tax Code, rather
than the tax purchaser. And that's because sonetines the

tax sale is sold to a different owner, so it's a different
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owner of the certificate of purchase who has those rights.
That's the underlying Bill. Anmendnment #2... And that was
brought to us by the Chicago Bar Association. Amendnent #2
was al so brought by the Chicago Bar Association to correct
a problemthat and it's a small change again, in |ast
year's, in a Bill that we passed | ast year, which has to do
with the indemity fund and how nuch, again, a tax sale
purchaser has to put into the indemmity fund, 5% of the
taxes, interest, and penalties paid by the purchaser not 5%
of the total taxes, which had been inadvertently left in
| ast year's statute. Now, Amendnent #4 which supersedes
one Section of Anmendnent #2 is an Anendnent that | am
bringi ng on behalf of one of ny constituents and | have
sort of honored her by calling this the WIlie Weks
Amendnent. This is a wonman who owned her nodest hone in
Evanston for 27 years only to find out, accidentally, that
her honme had been sold erroneously in a tax sale. And
that's because after her nortgage had been paid off she had
had the taxes transferred to her nane and address, but
because of a bureaucratic error it was posted to a
different property identification nunber. So she found out
two and a half years into it, after paying her taxes on
time, that her property had been sold and we then had to go
to court. Now, the |aw was very uncl ear on what could be
done in these cases, when again, because of a mstake an
error in the post, in the way that the taxes are attributed
to the property identification nunber, innocent honmeowners
can be heard. And what we are saying here, in Amendnent
#4, is that as one of the grounds on which the Treasurer
and the state's attorney may go to court on behalf of a
homeowner, one of the grounds we're adding is that the

owner had tendered tinely and full paynent of the taxes
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that the owner reasonably believed was due and ow ng and
the county collector did not apply the paynment to that
homest ead property. Thi s Section only applies to
homeowners and we' ve added a phrase here on behalf of the
Cook County Treasurer that it does not apply to nortgage
conpanies. W do want nortgage conpanies who pay rea
estate taxes on behalf of honeowners to be very carefu
about what property identification nunber they are asking
taxes to be posted to, but sonetines honeowners do not know
exactly where those taxes are being posted. This is a very
inportant Bill to, not only, ny constituent, WIlie Weks,
who really fought this out all the way into court and told
her story to a judge, but | believe there are many ot her
i nnocent honeowners who are inadvertently caught up in this
problem And | ask you for your favorable support.™

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from Verm lion, Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. | was conferring with
staff. This is a very conplicated Bill. Could the Speaker
(sic-Sponsor) go through her presentation again? Did she
read the Bill or did she just give a sumary?"

Speaker Hartke: "She gave a summary."

Bl ack: "Thank goodness. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

Bl ack: "Representative, | renmenber reading about this case and |
stand in conplete support of your Bill. Wat I'd like to
mention to you, | brought a Bill very simlar to this only

alittle different kind of a problemthree or four, five
years ago, | don't renenber and ran into sone problens and
maybe you and | can work together. Because | think this is
a good Bill and a positive step. What |I'd like wus to

consider; | had an elderly person in ny district, who
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Bl ack:

Hanos:

Bl ack:

probably now we would say in the initial stages of
Al zhei nmer's, she would get her property tax bill and would
always pay it, but there cane a tine when she didn't know
what to do with it, she said later, she stuck it in her
desk drawer and didn't pay. She did have the resources to
pay the tax bill, that was not the issue. She lost her
house. | tried to pass a Bill that sinply said the bank or
the holder of the nortgage or in this case the house was
paid off, the assessor's office would have to send a
duplicate notice to anyone designated. For exanple, she
had a son who |ived out of the state who would have nade
certain those taxes were paid, had he known. And | don't
know why this Bill attracted opposition, but we couldn't
pass it. And it just seens |ike maybe you're gonna be
successful in this and maybe you and | could work together.
| can't imagine why we couldn't send a duplicate tax
notice, in case of a senior, to soneone they would
designate, <either their attorney or one of their children.
If you' d help ne do that, 'cause | don't know why it
couldn't pass several years ago, but nmaybe we could tag
al ong on the success of your Bill next year, if you'd help
ne."

"Who's your new staffer over there, Representative Bl ack?
| don't..."

"I"msorry, what?"

"You have an expert staffer over there advising you on
these property tax matters."”

"Let ne just say this. She has done an excellent job for
us. Her performance evaluation was a |little shaky | ast
year, but it's comng along. | think she m ght even get a
bonus at the end of the year."

"Representative Black, since |I've introduced this Bill, a
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nunber of Legislators have talked to ne about specific
probl ens that they've heard about. | amvery interested in
this area of Ilawsince |'ve had to work on this issue. |
am however, at this tine going to take this out of the
record, if | get an extension to call it next week."

Black: "I'm sorry. Wi t . You want to take this out of the
record and extend the deadline? Do you have an agreenent
to extend the deadline? M. Speaker, | haven't seen that
many peopl e si nce we negoti at ed t he Nucl ear
Nonproliferation Treaty? What's going on here?"

Hanos: "This is a very popular Bill because WIlie Weks has
really made an inpact. 1'mgoing to take this out of the
record, right now Thank you."

Black: "Well, | hope it isn't anything | said."

Speaker Hartke: "M. Clerk, take this Bill out of the record. On
page 4, on Third Reading, appears Senate Bill 1451.
Representative Sommer. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1451, a Bill for an Act to anend the

II'linois Minicipal Code. Third Reading of this Senate

Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Sommer."

Sommer: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Senate Bill 1451 is a clean up
of a TIF legislation that was passed | ast year. Left off

of it was sone direction as to reports that are to be filed
wth the Conptroller's Ofice and also, an Anendnent to
specify how certain audits are supposed to be done on an
annual basis and presented to the Conptroller's Ofice.
This is supported by the Conptroller and the Muinicipal
Association in Illinois. Appreciate it."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass

Senate Bill 1451?" Al those in favor wll signify by
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voting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open.
Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have

all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On Senate
Bill 1451, there are 116 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting
'no', and O voting 'present'. And this Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, 1is hereby declared
passed. On page 4 of the Calendar, on Third Readi ng,

appears Senate Bill 1428. Representative Silva. Qut  of

the record. M. Cerk, what is the status of Senate Bil
1281?"
Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1281 is on the order of Senate Bills -

Speaker

Bl ack:

Speaker

Bl ack:

Speaker

Cerk

Third Readi ng."
Hartke: "Mowve that Bill to Second Reading for the

pur poses of an Anendnent at the request of the Sponsor. On

page 4 of the Calendar, appears Senate Bill 1629.
Representative Wait. Take that Bill out of the record.
Representati ve Bl ack, for what reason do you seek

recogni tion?"

"Yes. |'mthoroughly confused. A Bill that probably
woul d have passed, unani nously, was taken out of the record
and ny Bill went on the board and it was taken out of the
record. And | wanted to nove that Bill back to Second. O

did you already do that?"

Hartke: "We took your Bill and put it on Second Reading."
"You're very kind. Thank you."

Hartke: "You're welconme. On page 4 on the Calendar, on
Third Reading, appears House Bill or Senate Bill 1391.
Representative Lyons. Eileen Lyons. 1391. Qut of the

record. On page 4, on the Calendar, on Third Readi ng,
appears Senate Bill 1660. Representative Leitch. \V/ g
Clerk, read the Bill."

Bol i n: "Senate Bill 1660, a Bill for an Act to anend the
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Speaker

Lei t ch:

Speaker

I[1linois Public Ald Code. Third Reading of this Senate
Bill."
Hartke: "Representative Leitch."

"Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. Senate Bill 1660, in its underlying form repeals
obsol ete | anguage for the Medi plan Plus that we have never
used in Illinois, though we spent hours and hours and hours
putting it together. But that |anguage is no |onger
necessary. The Amendnent, in Senate Bill 1660, is directed
to keep open the Col fview Devel opnmental Center. It's a 135
bed facility for developnentally disabled people in Des
Pl ai nes. And this makes changes to the rei nbursenent rate,

capital reinbursenent rate, so that this inportant agency

can stay in business and with that, I would ask for your
support.”
Hartke: "Is there any discussion? l's t here any

di scussion? Seeing that no one is seeking recognition, the
question is, 'Shall the House pass Senate Bill 1660?" Al
those in favor will signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed
vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? M.
Clerk, take the record. On Senate Bill 1660, there are 115
Menmbers voting 'yes', 1 person voting 'no', and 1 person
voting 'present’'. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Myjority, 1is hereby declared passed. On
page 3, on the Calendar, on Third Reading, appears Senate
Bill 1377. Representative Hannig. M. Cerk, read the
Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1377, a Bill for an Act to amend the

Speaker

Fire Protection District Act. Third Reading of this Senate
Bill."

Hartke: "Representative Hannig."
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Hannig: "M. Speaker, Representative Slone is actually the new
chief Sponsor on this Bill and so | wuld vyield to

Representative Sl one."

Speaker Hartke: "The Chair recognizes Representative Slone."

Sl one: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | amstanding. And this Bill is
an initiative of the fire protection districts. And what
it does is it says, that if two fire protection districts
are conbining, they have to go for a referendumon that.
And the Bill wuld require, in that case, that the
ref erendum i ndi cate what the conbined tax rate would be for
the two fire protection districts so people know what
they're voting on. | would appreciate an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass

Senate Bill 1377?" Al those in favor wll signify by
voting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open.
Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have

all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On Senate
Bill 1377, there are 117 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting
'no', and O voting 'present'. And this Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, 1is hereby declared
passed. M. Stephens, are you ready? The Chair recogni zes
Representati ve Stephens.”

St ephens: "M . Speaker, | believe that there's an agreenent with
the Majority Leader that she has a nechanism by which we
can extend the deadline. And | trust that that's in her
hands and going to be taken care of. W'd like to extend
the deadline to sonetime next week and we'll have an
Amendnent ready."

Speaker Hartke: "Let me check on that and I'll be right wth
you. "

St ephens: " Ckay."
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Speaker

Hartke: "M. Cderk, take this Bill out of the record,
tenporarily. On page 5 of the Cal endar, on Second Readi ng,
appears Senate Bill 121. Representative Scott. M. derk,
call the Bill. Qut of the record. Page 5, on the
Cal endar, appears Senate 807. Representative Smth. M.
Clerk, call the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 807, the Bill's been read a second

Speaker

Smi t h:

tinme, previously. Anmendnents 1 and 2 were adopted in
commttee. Floor Amendnent #9, offered by Representative
Smth, has been approved for consideration.™

Hartke: "Representative Smth."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. W have before you today
Amendnent  #9 which has been recomended by the Human
Services Committee. The underlying Bill is a reformof the
‘certificate of need" process that many of you have
probably heard about before the Health Facilities Pl anning
Boar d. Amendnent  #9 actually becones the Bill and I'|
explain the provisions of it. This legislation would
create a threshold for projects that would have to cone
before the board for the 'certificate of need  approval.
That threshold in this Amendnent is set at $6 mllion.
Nonclinical projects would be exenpt. That would be for
projects such as roof repairs, boilers, anything that is
nonclinical. However, as part of the agreenent that was
reached and is represented by this Amendnent, there would
be an annual capital expenditure report that would be filed
with the board by all health care facilities for capital
expendi tures over $200,000. This Anendnent bans ex parte
comuni cati ons between applicants before the board and
menbers of the Health Facilities Planning Board. I t
addresses concerns raised by fitness centers and clearly

states that nothing in this |legislation changes the current
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law on fitness centers. It includes |anguage from Senate
Bill 1278 which regulates surgical services provided by

out-of -state providers or their affiliates comng into the

State of Illinois. There's further... requires an audit by
the Auditor General, requires transcribing of all closed
sessions of the Health Facilities Planning Board. Thi s

represents a nunber of discussions that have occurred since
the original Bill passed out of commttee between the
Hospital and Health Systens Association and the State
Medi cal Society and other groups. This is not conpletely
agreed to by all those parties, but | believe that we have
cone a long ways in addressing the concerns that were
rai sed by many of those organi zations. W have | anguage in
here to clarify that assisted living facilities are not
part of the 'certificate of need' process as well. That,
essentially, are the main points of Anendnent #9 and |'d be
happy to answer any questions."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
t he Lady from Sanganon, Representative Klingler."

Klingler: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. | rise in support
of this Amendnent and | believe, this is a good conpron se
to address this very inportant issue. | think it's very
inportant that the Health Facilities Planning Board be able
to focus its time and its efforts and energy on new
facilities that are being planned and new services rather
than on routine. | think it's inportant that this Bil
exenpts the nonclinical from the 'certificate of need
process such as new roofs or buildings or parking |ots.
Exanpl e, yesterday | was at one of the two major hospitals
in Springfield and picking up ny nother who was being
di scharged and | got there before Session around 10 or 11

could not get a parking spot. | went through all the lots,

80


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

118t h Legi sl ati ve Day April 7, 2000

Speaker

Kosel :

cars were circling, had to park three or four blocks away
at a small clinic and wal ked there sinply to be able to go
t hrough the discharge information and pick her up. But for
that hospital, iif that parking crisis continues, they
should, as a part of a marketplace analysis, be able to
deci de whet her they needed to build a new parking |ot. I
don't believe that they should have to go through the
expensive 'certificate of need process. So, | think this
IS a good Bill. Many states do not even have a
‘certificate of need' requirenent, that it relies again on
mar ket pl ace and economics just as other businesses would
not expand unless there was a justification in the business
world for it. And | do urge support for this Bill."

Hartke: "The Chair recognizes the Lady from WII,
Represent ati ve Kosel ."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. | rise 1in support of 807
(sic-Senate Bill), today. It makes common sense changes to
a programthat has needed sone addressing and has had sone
pr obl ens. It neans that expenditures for nonclinical

things such as conputers or phone systens, parking |lots,

boilers, and so forth, will not need a 'certificate of
need' anynore. The state asks hospitals to nake safety
changes. The state asks us to make archi tectural

i nprovenents for safety and enhance the hospitals, on one
hand, and then asks the hospitals to cone and get
"certificate of need', raising the costs of these changes
when they' ve been mandated by another part of the state.
There's no reason for the bureaucracy to approve these kind
of expenses. The planning board can nuch better spend its
time reviewing mpjor clinical expenditures and this is
appropriate for them to do. We need to take this step

forward today. A lot of work for many Menbers of this

81


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
118t h Legi sl ati ve Day April 7, 2000
House have gone into the conprom ses that are shown in this
Bill today and | want to commend all those people for the
hard work to get to the point that we are today. And |
urge your support of 807."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gentl eman from Jackson, Representative Bost."

Bost: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor will yield."

Bost: "Representative, in this |language, and | know you've worked
very hard on it and | conplinment you on that. There are
sone of these prograns, | think, that probably could have

been covered and we could have went a little further wth.
For instance, kidney dialysis centers are not covered in
this, are they?"

Smth: "lI'msorry, Representative Bost. Could you repeat?

heard the kidney dialysis, but that was it."

Bost: "Yes. Kidney dialysis placenent, they're not covered in
this |egislation. They still have to go before the
facilities planning board. |Is that correct?"

Smth: "That is correct.”

Bost: "Okay. You know, | do... To the Bill, M. Speaker."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Bost: "I do agree with the Bill. | support the Bill. | think
it's wonderful that we keep the facilities planning board
off of these projects like parking lots, that shouldn't be
a case where you have to go back to a board to build a
parking lot. There are a lot of other things, | think, we
can expand on this Bill and | hope, that in the future,
we'll ook into this. Certain things we should let the
mar ket gener at e. We have the kidney dialysis centers and
the reason | brought that up a while ago is a concern in ny

district. People needing to have access to these machines
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and facilities could be put in, but they have to go through
t he whol e process of the facilities planning board, getting
the 'certificate of need'. And because of the bureaucratic
mess that these people have to go through, to put these

facilities in, many people have to drive 30 and 40 and 50

mles in all kinds of weather and | think, that should be

removed and be allowed to et the market generate, it as
wel | . | do conplinent the Sponsor. | think this is a
great Bill. | think it's a step in the right direction.

It's been a long tine comng and | think everyone shoul d

vote 'aye'."

Smth: "Representative Bost, if | could just address that point a
little bit further. It is ny hope, along wth Senator
Karpiel who's the Senate Sponsor of this Bill, that there

w Il also be a Resolution passed which will conme over to us
fromthe Senate creating a task force that'll address sone
of these further issues, such as the one you raised, and |
woul d encourage your continued participation in that."

Bost: "Thank you very nuch.™

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative O Connor."

O Connor: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor will yield."

O Connor: "Representati ve, a guestion about the $200, 000
reporting requirenment. 1Is it a correct interpretation that
t he $200, 000 anmbunt represents a per project expenditure?
I n other words, it is not the intent to aggregate
i ndi vi dual capital expenditures up to an anmount of $200, 000
for reporting purposes.”

Smth: "Representative, it is, | believe, the | anguage reads ' al
capital expenditures', so it is not per project."”

O Connor: "Thank you."
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Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gent | eman from Verm | ion, Representati ve Bl ack
Representative Bl ack. Representative Stephens, for what

reason do you seek recognition?"

Stephens: "A sad point of personal privilege."

Speaker Hartke: "State your point."

Stephens: "A lot of you mght renenber Lisa Kincaid, a secretary
that worked on the Republican side of the aisle. She
worked in the Stratton Buil ding. She was ny first
secretary when | came here. Her nother, Betty J. Kincaid,
di ed Wednesday, April 5th. She is, she'll be shown...
There's a funeral mass at 9:00 a.m, Saturday, at St.
Joseph's Church in Chatham The Staab Funeral Honme is in

charge of the arrangenents and | believe she will be shown

t oni ght . | appreciate your indul gence, M. Speaker."
Speaker Hartke: "Thank you. Representative Krause."
Krause: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Very briefly. | rise in
support of the Amendnent to Senate Bill 807. | have a

hospital in my area that had to get a permt to replace its
MRI. The hospital already had a permt to offer M
services, but because the replacenent equipnment was over
the threshold for equipnent, the hospital had to go through
the permt process. The cost, however, of the total
project was |low. The equipnment itself was | ess expensive

than the construction required to accommobdate the newer

technology and insure patient safety. By raising the
capital expenditure threshold, this Senate Bill 807 wth
the Anmendnent wll elimnate the need for review of
repl acenent MRIs. And | join with others in support of the
Amendnent . "

Speaker Hartke: "The Chair recogni zes the GCentleman from
Verm |l ion, Representative Black. | apologize. |  thought
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you'd given up."
Black: "That's quite all right, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

Bl ack: "Representative, |'ve heard all this wonderful 1|ove fest
about the Bill and I think, we're still on the Amendnent,
correct? W're not debating the Bill. W're debating the

Amendnent, correct?"

Speaker Hartke: "To the Amendnent. Representative Smth?"

Smth: "Representative Black, that is correct, however, the
Amendnent becones the Bill."

Black: "I understand that. But 1'Ill have a chance to ask you
some questions on Third Reading. Ri ght now, we're

concentrating on a Floor Anendnent #9, correct?”

Smth: "That is correct.™
Black: "Yes, and | don't share in all of the |lovely bouquets |I've
heard about the Bill or the Arendnent. My | ask you a

guestion about the Amendnent? There are hospitals in this

state that are huge. They make huge sums of noney. And |

just heard sonebody say, 'Let the nmarketplace prevail.’
Holy nackerel. You're a downstater. If we let the
mar ket pl ace prevail, how many hospitals are there gonna be
in downstate Illinois in ten years?"

Smth: "Representative Black, that's not what this Anendnent or

this Bill does."

Black: "Oh, indirectly, it does, Sir. Indirectly it does. Let
me rephrase the question. s there anything, in this
Amendnent, that says a hospital cannot construct a nedical
supply store that would be 500,000 square feet and sel
every kind of nedical appliance, surgical prosthesis known
to mankind that would be owned and operated by the

hospi t al ?"
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Smth: "Representative Black, that's not a health facility, so

it's not covered by the current |aw"
Bl ack: "Wat would you call the plethora of nedical supply stores

that they are building all across the state, if it isn't a

health facility?"

Smth: "lI'mnot sure what you would call them They're not
subject to the regulation currently and | guess, |'d refer
you to what | said to Representative Bost. W're gonna
talk..."

Bl ack: "I understand that."

Smth: "... about many of those other issues."

Bl ack: "Whuld you not say that the real intent of this Amendnent
is to abolish, once and for all, the Health Facilities
Planning Board? Isn't that the ultimate objective of this
Amendnent ?"

Smth: "No, it's not, Representative Black. That's not ny intent
and that's not the intent of this Amendnent."

Black: "I don't think I share your optim smover where this Bil
is headed. |'Il have some questions for legislative intent
on Third Reading. M. Speaker, to the Amendnent."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Amendnent."

Black: "Once again, | realize that swimng upstream is an
exercise in futility and 'mtoo old, and I'"'mtoo tired to
do that nmuch |longer. This has been put together by sone
very powerful interests in this state. And it has been
sold as the best Christmas present you're ever gonna get.
| happen to represent a downstate area, in nmy district of
several hundred square mles, | only have three hospitals
left, two of themare relatively snmall, one struggles to
exist, and the other one, the |I|argest one, because of
certain changes in the health care delivery system may not

exist five, ten years fromnow. There are people on the
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Speaker

Lang:

floor of this House if you'd stop and think, you' ve already
| ost all your hospitals in downstate counties. Sone of you
in far downstate Illinois, if you want to go to a hospital
you go to St. Louis, or you go to Kentucky. In ny area,
nmore and nore people are going to Indianapolis. Were's
the flow going? Springfield s a nedical center, Chicago
certainly is, Chanpaign-Ubana is to sone extent, Peoria is
to sone extent, that |eaves an awful |lot of cities that are
i n danger of not having a hospital because, eventually, the
CON will be done away with. That's the ultimate intent
here and then the big health care providers, with unlimted
resources, wll have all the bells and whistles, all the
hardware, all of the specialties that you have to have in

the next century, and where are those going to be? They

going to be in Georgetown, Illinois? They going to be in
Danville, Illinois? Nah, |I know where they're going to be
and so do you. And | know this Bill is gonna pass, but
there are sone concerns here. You mark nmy word, | won't be
here five, six, seven years fromnow, | won't be here, sone
of you wll. Five, six, seven years fromnow you' re going

to rue the day that you started down this slippery sl ope,
because many of you are going to represent counties and
areas of the state that wll not have any kind of hospital,
what soever. So be it."

Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Lang."
"Thank you, M. Speaker. Ladies and Gentlenen, | rise in
support of Floor Amendnent #9. | don't necessarily agree
with the prior speaker regarding its affect on the areas of
I1linois which he raises a concern. Let's just go through
sone of the aspects of this Bill that make a good deal of

sense. First, the Bill wll not change the requirenent
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that a CON be procured if a facility is going to offer a
new service. |In fact, the law wll remin the sane if
they're going to offer a new service. |If they're going to
do open heart surgery, or certain cancer therapies that
t hey' ve never done before, even if they're going to spend a
quarter, they have to cone before the board and get a CON.
Next, there's a whole series of states, 18 states, don't
have this requirenent at all of a CON The State of
Massachusetts has one of $9 nmllion. Initially, t he
proponents of this piece of legislation were going to ask
for $9 mllion, they reduced it to 6. Now, you can argue
that that's still too high, but | think we have to
recogni ze that Representative Smth and the proponents have
done an excellent job trying to narrow this focus of this,
and narrow it down. Surely, if states like California, and
Texas, and Pennsyl vania don't have a certificate of need at
all, it strains the imagination to think that if we change
our requirenent to a $6 mllion requirenent, that we'll be
doing any harm to health care in our state. Many of the
reasons have already been given by others why we need to
nmove forward with this. It just seens to ne that to allow
the hospitals of Illinois to do the work they do best,
which 1is taking care of patients, to not have to deal with
in sone cases, although not all, frivolous requirenents at
a tinme when buyi ng equi pnent and making capital
expenditures is very, very expensive. Seens to nme we have
to limt as nmuch as we can the bureaucratic nmess that they
have to go through to do these things. As | said before,
the telling point for me was when they're adding a nedi cal
service, they still have to go before the board, they still
have to get the CON. And because of that and because of

the reasons given by others who are proponents of this
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Speaker

Tur ner,

| egislation, it seenms to ne that the prudent vote is an
‘aye' vote. You would join us and nmany others, including

the Chicago Tribune in their editorial, recently, that

believe this is an idea that's tinme has conme now W
shoul d pass this now | would recomend your 'aye' vote."
Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the

Gentl eman from Logan, Representative Turner."

J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. It's been pointed out that
this is Floor Amendnent #9 and we're still on Second
Reading, so 1'lIl keep ny remarks very short. [|'d just

suggest to you that we have heard that this is in sone
way... if this Amendnent is adopted and the Bill passes, is
going to affect in a negative manner, downstate hospitals.
| happened to speak to an adm nistrator froma very snal

hospital this norning. Couldn't thank ne enough for being
a cosponsor in this particular neasure. And I would I|ike
to comend Representative Smth, who has worked extrenely
hard on this piece of legislation, resulting in Floor
Amendnent  #9. Point out to the Menbers on the floor, as
wel | that although | suppose it can be argued that this is
in sonme way, if passed, going to be negative for downstate
hospitals. The last tinme | |ooked, Representative Smth is
from downstate, Representative Klingler is from downstate,
and we just had a new Sponsor it |ooks |Iike added to the
Bill, as well. | think I"'mstill considered a downstater,
I'"'m right in the mddle of the state, frankly. But |'ve
heard not hing but positive about changing this CON process
for several years now fromny downstate hospitals. And,
Representative Smth, | appreciate the work that you have
done on this Bill. And | certainly wll be speaking on
Third Reading. And | hope that you don't need a |lot of us

speaking in favor of this piece of |egislation, because |
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hope that the Menbers can see the wi sdom of noving forward
with this, and at |least putting sone |imtations on the CON
process that is not working. And | think that nost Menbers
on the floor know that is is not working in the fashion
that it should work for the interests of patients
t hroughout the State of Illinois. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative MCarthy."

McCarthy: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

McCarthy: "Representative Smth, | also thank you for your
flexibility in working through this process. However, |
did want to, just for legislative intent on the Amendnent
say, that is it your view that health and fitness centers
that are going to be built by hospitals in the state, wll
be under the sanme set of instructions that they're under
now, as far as going to the certificate of need or the
Facilities Planning Board?"

Smth: "Yes, Representative McCarthy, that is correct. There 1is
specific language to that point in this Anendnent that we
were happy to work with you on."

McCarthy: "Okay. The only other thing is and | have gotten two

notices from the Service Enployees Union saying that they

are opposed to the Bill. Do you know why they are
opposed?”

Smth: "Representative MCarthy, |[|'ve seen, | think, the sane
sheet you have. | think some of the points that they

mentioned were itens that may have been addressed in other
Bills or other versions of this Bill, and | really...
that's all | can say on their position."

McCarthy: "And do you knowif these were after Anendnent 9? |

know one was at |least was before Anendnent 9, but the
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second one | not quite sure of the tinetable. Do you
believe they're still opposed after Amendnent 9, or do you

believe that..."

Smth: "No, | didn't say that, they're still opponents. | have
not heard fromthe Service Enployees but they're still
opponents to the legislation, |'msure.

McCarthy: "COkay. And the spending limt now is one of the
changes from Anendnent 9, went from7 mllionto 6 mllion
is that correct?"

Smth: "That is correct. That's the threshold for projects..."

McCarthy: "Ckay."

Smth: "... for the review"

McCarthy: "And | know there was di scussion about making the |evel
of expenditure correspond to the size of the institution,
like making a certain percentage of patient revenues, or
what ever. Because as | had shared with you | think, you
know, 6 mllion to sone hospitals is nothing. But 6
mllion to sone of our smaller hospitals across the state
could be a significant part of their budget. Do you know
why it was chosen not to go along that route as far as
making it any percentage?”

Smth: "Well, | think, Representative MCarthy, sone people did
propose that, or advocate for that, but I think that the
flat threshold was preferred. As you know, the original or
maybe you don't, the original proposal was for 9 mllion.
It was lowered in the Senate to 7 mllion, and this is a
further conpromse of that in working with the various
groups who had opposition to that."

McCarthy: "And the Senate Sponsor is in agreenent with Anmendnent
9, as wel [ ?"

Smth: "That's ny understanding. Yes."

McCarthy: "COkay. And the technical |anguage is that the health
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and fitness centers will be considered clinical?"
Sm t h: "That is correct."

McCarthy: "Thank you very nuch.™

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Kankakee, Representative Novak."

Novak: "Thank you, M. Speaker. M. Smth, just a couple
guesti ons. Is there anything in this Armendnent that deals
wth elimnating a CON for a wellness centers or physical

fitness centers, that some of our hospitals buil d?"

Smth: "No, there's not , Representative Novak. In fact,
there's..."
Novak: "Is there any reference at all to any relaxation of any

requirenents that the Facilities Planning Board inposes
upon approval for a facility, these wellness facilities, or
sone peopl e characterize themas health cl ubs?"

Smth: "No, there's not. There's nothing in this that would
change the current [aw on that."

Novak: "Ckay. Thank you.™

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Smth to close.”

Smth: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Again, |'d ask for approval of
Amendnent #9 that mnakes sonme changes as a result of
di scussions that have gone on, on this topic, and we'll
di scuss this further on Third Reading. But 1'd ask for an
"aye' vote on this Amendnent."”

Speaker Hart ke: "The question is, '"Shall the House adopt
Amendnent #9 to Senate Bill 8077 Al those in favor
signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no’'. In the opinion of
the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And the Anendnent is
adopt ed. Further Anmendnents?"

Clerk Bolin: "No further Amendnents. No Motions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Readi ng. The Chair recogni zes

Representative Lyons. For what reason do you seek
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recogni tion?"

Lyons, J.: "Speaker, | ask for a point of personal privilege."

Speaker Hartke: "State your point."

Lyons, J.: "Ladies and Gentlenmen of the House, I'd like to give a
warm welconme to ny honme parish who are here. The seventh
grade class of 2001, in the gallery, from Qur Lady of
Victory School, seventh grade. Welcone, O.V."

Speaker Hartke: "Wlcome to your Capitol. On page 5, on the
Cal endar, appears Senate Bill 1231. Representative DurKkin.

M. Cerk, read the Bill.™"

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1231, the Bill's been read a second
time, previously. No Commttee Anmendnents. No Fl oor
Amendnent s have been approved for consideration. No

Motions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Readi ng. Senat e Bill 1330.
Representati ve Cross. M. Cross in the chanber? \V/ g
Clerk, what is the status of 1231?"

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1231 is on the order of Senate Bills -
Third Readi ng."

Speaker Hartke: "Place that Bill on Second for the purpose of an
Amendnent at the request of the Sponsor. Senate Bill 1636.
Representative MAuliffe. Qut of the record. Senate Bil

1881. Representative Kosel. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1881, the Bill's been read a second
tine, previ ously. No Comm ttee Amendnent s. Fl oor
Amendnent #1, offered by Representative Kosel, has been

approved for consideration.”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Kosel."

Kosel: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | would nove for the adoption of
Fl oor Amendnent #1."

Speaker Hartke: "Wuld you explain the Anendnent, please?"

Kosel: "Yes, Sir. Fl oor Amendnent #1 is a technical change the
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admnistrative rules law for the water recl amation
district. And literally, does sonme technical changes
within the water reclamation Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Gles."

Gles: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and GCentlenen of the
House. | want to applaud the Representative for allow ng
this Anmendnent to be on this legislation and she kept in
good faith and her words. This Bill cane out of the Local
Government Committee with an agreenent and | would like to
t hank her for her commtnent."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House
adopt Anendnent #1 to Senate Bill 1881?" Al those in
favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the
opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And the
Amendnent is adopted. Further Amendnents?”

Cerk Bolin: "Floor Amendnent #2 offered by Representative

Kosel . "
Kosel : "Thank you, M. Speaker. Fl oor Amendnent #2 affects
Representative Parke's district and | would wel cone his

coments on it. A group of his citizens would like to join

the water reclamation district and this Arendnent would do

that."
Speaker Hartke: "Representative Parke."
Parke: "M . Speaker, Floor Amendnent #2 just allows a piece of

property to be annexed to the Metropolitan Water District
of Chi cago."

Speaker Hartke: "Any further discussion? Seeing none, the
question is, 'Shall the House adopt Anendnent #2 to Senate
Bill 18817 Al those in favor signify by saying 'aye';

opposed 'no'. In the opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have
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it. And Arendnent #2 is adopted. Further Amendnents?"

Clerk Bolin: "No further Amendnents. No Motions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Please, let that Bill remain on Second Reading.
Senate Bill 1330. Representative Cross. M. derk, read
the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1330, the Bill's been read a second
time, previously. No Commttee Anmendnents. No Fl oor

Amendments. No Mdtions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. On page 7, on the Cal endar,
appears Senate Bill 15183. Representative Gsnond. \V/ g
Clerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1513, a Bill for an Act to anend the
North Shore Sanitary District Act. Second Reading of this
Senate Bill. Amendnent  #1 was adopted in commttee. No
Fl oor Anendnents. No Motions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. M. Cerk, read the Bill. M.
Clerk, read the Bill. GCkay. OQut of the record. On page
7, on the Calendar, on Third Reading, appears Senate Bil
1537. Representative Righter. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1537, the Bill's been read a second
time, previously. No Commttee Anmendnents. No Fl oor
Amendnents have been approved for consideration. No

Mbtions filed.™

Speaker Hartke: "Third Readi ng. The Chair recognizes M.

Ri ghter.™
Ri ghter: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Previously, | had nade a
request for Senate Bill 1537 to be rolled back to Second

because House Anendnent 1 is pending in House Rules. I
have filed a letter asking that House Amendnent 1 be
approved and noved out onto the floor and today | have
filed a letter asking that the deadline on this particular

Bill be extended because we haven't had that Anmendnent,
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yet."
Speaker Hartke: "Okay. So you're requesting that we nove it back

to Second Readi ng for the purposes of an Amendnent ?"

Righter: "Along wth ny request that the deadline be extended on
the Bill. Yes, Sir."
Speaker Hartke: "Well, we'll work on that later."

Ri ghter: "Thank you, M. Speaker."
Speaker Hartke: "Put that Bill on Second Reading. M. Leitch,

would you like to call Senate Bill 1707? M. Cderk, read
the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1707, the Bill's been read a second
time, previously. Amendnent #1 was adopted in commttee.

Fl oor Amendnent #3, offered by Representative Hof frman, has
been approved for consideration.”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Hoffman."

Hof f man: " Thank you, M. Speaker. Fl oor Amendnent #3 sinply
allows the Metro East Transit District to begin to receive
information regarding title transfers so that they can
collect a previously enacted fee wth regard to those
transfers to the nmetro link system This has no affect on
any... no increase in taxes. Al it is, is allowng the

information to be shared with the Mtro East Transit

District."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question 1is, 'Shall the House
adopt Anmendnent #3 to Senate Bill 17077 All  those in
favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the
opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And the

Amendnent is adopted. Further Amendnents?”
Clerk Bolin: "No further Amendnents. No Motions filed."
Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. On page 6, on the Calendar, on

Second Reading, appears Senate Bill 1303. Representative
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Cow i shaw. Representative Cowishaw. M. Cerk... Qut of
the record. Representative Wait returned to the chanber?

On page 4 of the Calendar, on Third Readi ng, appears Senate

Bill 1629. Representative Wait. M. derk, read the
Bill."
Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1629, a Bill for an Act to anend the

II'linois Vehicle Code. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Wait."

Wait: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentl enen of the House.
Senate Bill 1629 is a Bill that just permts garbage trucks
to stop along the road as they're picking up the garbage.
It also adds additional safety lights requirenent to the
garbage trucks and also rotating and oscillating anber
light. 1'll be happy to answer any questions."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from Verm lion, Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield
for one quick question? M. Speaker."

Speaker Hartke: "Yes, the Sponsor wll yield."

Bl ack: "Thank vyou. Representative, just one quick question
because it often cones up and | renenber talking to you
about this. This is a good Bill. But wouldn't you say

that this is an exanple of sonetines when we say, the

police wll use comobn sense that that doesn't always
prevail ?"
Wait: "That's exactly the case. W hear..."

Bl ack: "Right."

Wait: "... that some cops have given tickets or warnings."

Bl ack: "Yeah."

Wait: "And this is just tolet 'em know that, you know, use
comopn sense. And this is to send a nessage to the police

to use common sense.”
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Bl ack: "Because there's absolutely no way... | know in ny
homet own, every Monday, the main street of Danville, the
garbage truck goes up and down and it's clearly understood
that they have to do that to pick up the garbage, the
all eys are gone. And yet, you were relating that they were
threatening to give tickets for stopping on a roadway. |

mean, that's just, that is really ridiculous. So, we have

to pass a law to make it clear that a garbage truck can

stop every few feet to pick wup garbage. Isn"t that
amazi ng?"

Vit: "It is."

Bl ack: "well..."

Wait: "That's why we're here, to serve the people.”

Black: "God knows by the tinme you and | get out of here the

statute books will be 30 volunmes, but we have to do,

sonetinmes, what we have to do. And | intend to vote
‘aye'."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeking recognition, Representative Wait to close.”

VWait: "I just ask an '"aye' vote on this Bill. Thisis aBill to
hel p to make the roads and streets safer. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House pass Senate
Bill 16297 Al'l those in favor signify by voting 'yes';
t hose opposed vote '"no'. The voting is open. Have al
voted who w sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted
who wsh? M. Cerk, take the record. On Senate Bil
1629, there are 117 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no',
and 0 voting 'present'. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Myjority, is hereby declared passed. On
page 6, on the Cal endar, on Second Readi ng, appears Senate
Bill 1296. Representative Hoffman. M. Cerk, read the
Bill."
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Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1296, the Bill's been read a second
time, previously. Amendnent #1 was adopted in commttee.

No Fl oor Anmendnents have been approved for consideration.
No Motions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Hoffman. Third Reading. M.
Clerk, read that Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1296, a Bill for an Act concerning
taxation. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Hoffman."

Hof f man: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. What this does is provides for a property tax
exenption for property used exclusively for public purposes
belonging to a library systemor a public library district.
What had happened is, in Edwardsville, there was a library
systemintended to buy sone property for parking |ot
expansi on, however, the tax assessnent was still inposed on
the | and. So, what we're saying 1is, if it's gonna be
exclusively used for the library systemor a public library
district, that the property taxes will be exenpt."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from Verm lion, Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WI 1l the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

Bl ack: "Representative, | didn't understand this Bill before.
remenber reading it. Let ne nmake sure | understand this.
An assessor in the nmetro east area said that a Ilibrary
woul d not be property tax exenpt?"

Hof fman: "It's my wunderstanding that what had happened was the
library district had purchased sone property that they
intended to wuse as a parking lot, okay, for a parking |ot

expansi on. | don't believe that they had done t he
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expansion yet, but they had planned to do the expansion.
They felt that it was not clear and this would allowit to
be exenpt."

Bl ack: " Ckay. And the parking lot in question was not revenue

generating?"

Hof fman: "I'msorry. | was talking. | apol..."
Bl ack: "The parking lot in question, | assune, was to be used by
patrons of the Ilibrary, so would probably not be revenue

generating, would it?"

Hof f man: "That's ny understanding."

Bl ack: "Ckay."

Hof f man: "That's ny understanding."

Black: "All right. Well, that clarifies t hat . Comm ttee
Amendnent #2 is also on the Bill?"

Hof f man: " No. No. That's in Rules. W just left it in Rules.
It never got out of Rules, Representative."

Bl ack: "Ckay. So, | have a brand new library and I'm trying to
make darn sure that |'mnot gonna get nyself in trouble
voting for this Bill. This library receives property tax
nmoney, not through a direct levy, | think the Gty of
Danville gives the Danville Public Library an operating
subsidy from the Cty of Danville's tax levy. Now, I
assune, is the underlying purpose of your Bill is to just
clarify that libraries are property tax exenpt?"

Hof f man: " Yes. This woul d have no affect on your situation. W
just want to nmake sure... | think it nakes sense and |
think you probably would agree that it wouldn't nmake any
sense for libraries to be paying property taxes and this is
just clarifying. That's all it does.™

Black: "Okay. Al right. So, it doesn't create a classification
that you have to be a nenber of the Lincoln Trails or

what ever the association is, alibrary is alibrary is a
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library, correct?"

Hof fran: "Yes. It doesn't affect the definition of libraries.”

Bl ack: "GCkay. Fine. Thank you very nuch."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, Representative Hoffman to cl ose.”

Hof fran: "1 ask for a favorable roll call."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House pass Senate
Bill 1296?" Al those in favor wll signify by voting
"yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have al
voted who w sh? M. Cderk, take the record. On Senate
Bill 1296, there are 117 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting
‘no', or ‘'present'. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. On
page 6, on the Cal endar, on Second Readi ng, appears Senate
Bill 1295. Representative Mathias. Qut of the record. OOn

page 7, on the Calendar, on Second Readi ng, appears Senate

Bill 1645. Representative Biggins. M. derk, read the
Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1645 has been read a second tine,
previ ously. Amendnent  #1 was adopted in commttee. No

Moti ons have been filed. No Floor Anendnents approved for
consi deration.”

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. M. Cerk, what is the status

of ... Representative Biggins."

Biggins: "M. Speaker, on Senate Bill 1645, an Anendnent was
filed this norning. And | don't understand that the
deadl i ne has been extended on the Bill and so | inmagine
we'll do this a little later. |Is that the understandi ng of
t he Chair?"

Speaker Hartke: "M. Biggins, the deadline has not been extended

on any Bill, at present tine, at the present tine."
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Biggins: "Well, | guess... Thank you. And as far as Senate Bil
1645 goes, but [I'd sure like to get that police pension
Bill noved al ong today before we | eave."

Speaker Hartke: "Wuld you like for this to remain on Second?"

Biggins: "W'd like to |leave it on Second, please.”

Speaker Hartke: "M . Cderk, nove that Bill back to Second Readi ng
for the purpose of an Anmendnent at the request of the
Sponsor. The House is prepared to adjourn. | mght rem nd
Menbers to drive carefully. The weather in Northern
Illinois is not the best. Allow ng perfunctory tinme for
the Cerk, Representative Currie now noves that the House
stand adjourned until the hour of 3 p.m, on Mnday, Apri
10. Al those in favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed
'no’ . In the opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it.
And this House stands adjourned until Monday, April 10th.
Al those in favor sig... The House does stand adjourned."”

Cerk Rossi: "There being no further business, the House

Perfunctory Session stands adjourned.”
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