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Speaker

Past or

Hannig: "The House will be in order. WIll the Menbers
please be in their seats. WIl the House be in order.
Menbers please be in their seats. W'll be led in prayer
today by Father Eugene Neff with St. Joseph's Church in
Lebanon. Father Neff is the guest of Representative Ron
St ephens. GQuests in the gallery may wish to rise and join
us for the invocation and the Pl edge of Allegiance."

Neff: "Let us pray. Blessed are You God of all ~creation.
We gather in this House Chanber as servants of Your people.
Menorable of the words spoken long ago, 'No man is an
i sland, no man stands alone'. W acknow edge that we need
one another and we need You, our creator, to be with us
this day as we study and debate issues that will touch the
lives of the citizens of the State of Illinois. As we
begin, we give thanks for the wonderful differences anong
us. O color and culture, of creed and cult. M ndful of our
political and philosophical differences as well as the
spirit of acceptance and |ove for our brothers and sisters.
As espoused by Abraham Li ncoln, we ask Your guidance in our
deli berations. Let us treat one another with respect and
dignity. My we |listen to one another in the spirit of
openness with our ears and with our heart, and in the
spirit of conpassion for each other and for those whom we
serve, may our actions this day be a step forward on life's
journey. (Cuide us as we strive to build a strong, safe,
and caring community in this House of Representatives. The
kind of community that will spread fromhere in Springfield
to Chicago and Cairo to Rockford and Lone City, to every
village, town, and city in this state. And when we finish
our work today, grant us a safe return to our hones and to
t hose whomwe |ove. For this ask and we pray in Your nane.

Amen. "
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Speaker Hannig: "Representative WIllis Harris, wll you |ead us
in the pledge today?"
Harris - et al: "l pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,

one nation under God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice

for all."

Speaker Hannig: "Roll Call for At t endance. Representative
Currie.”

Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker. Please let the record reflect that

Representative Shirley Jones is excused today."

Speaker Hannig: "And Representative Poe."

Poe: "M . Speaker, all the Republicans are present."”

Speaker Hannig: "M. Clerk, take the record. There are 116
Menbers answering a roll call, a quorumis present. M.
Clerk, Commttee Reports.”

Clerk Bolin: "Representative Phil Novak, Chairperson from the
Comm ttee on Environnment and Energy, to which the follow ng
measures were referred, action taken on March 8, 2000,
reported the sanme back with the follow ng recomendations:
"do pass Short Debate' Senate Bill 1648. Representative
Judy Erwin, Chairperson from the Commttee on Higher
Education, to which the follow ng neasures were referred,
action on Mrch 8, 2000, reported the sane back with the
foll ow ng recommendations: 'do pass Short Debate' Senate
Bill 1538. Representative Gles, Chairperson fromthe
Commttee on Local Governnent, to which the followng
measures were referred, action taken on March 8, 2000,
reported the sanme back with the follow ng recomendations:
"do pass Short Debate' Senate Bill 1442, 'do pass as
anmended Short Debate' Senate Bill 1425. Representati ve
Savi ano, Chairperson fromthe Commttee on Registration and

Regul ation, to which the follow ng neasures were referred,


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES

TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
107t h Legi sl ative Day March 9, 2000
action taken on March 8, 2000, reported the sanme back wth
the following recommendations: 'do pass Short Debate'
Senate Bill 1646 and Senate Bill 1735, 'do pass as anended
Short Debate' Senate Bill 1704. Representative Howard
Kenner, Chairperson fromthe Cormmittee on State Governnent

Adm nistration to which the follow ng measur es wer e

referred, action taken on March 8, 2000, reported the sane

back with the follow ng recomendations: 'do pass Short
Debate' Senate Bill 1321, Senate Bill 1649, Senate Bil

1652, and Senate Bill 1841. Representati ve Gash,
Chairperson from the Commttee on Judiciary Il -Crimna

Law, to which the foll ow ng nmeasures were referred, action
taken on March 9, 2000, reported the sanme back with the
follow ng recomendations: 'do pass as anended Shor t

Debate' Senate Bill 1655."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Bost, for what reason do you
rise?"

Bost: "Thank you, M. Speaker. For a point of per sonal
privilege."

Speaker Hannig: "Yes, state your point."

Bost: "Yes, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House. We... all of

us in our districts quite often have those public servants
that we respect and sonetimes in the areas that we
represent in the south they're the small comunities
that... it's not a very big paying job, but the nayors of
the villages. And today | have a guest with me here on the
House Floor. Just a little bit of history. In 1968 this
man was el ected Mayor of the Cty of Macanda, 1972 when he
was rerunning again one of his <constituents said, 'Wll,
when you ran the first tinme you prom sed a chicken in every
pot .’ And to the 200 residents in the Gty of Macanda in

1972 he handed out chickens to every nenber of the
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community. So nmuch so, that he was put on a nationa

program of Good Morning Anerica. He cane back... he |eft

bei ng mayor at that time and canme back and was elected
about 5 years ago. And today with ne here on the House
Fl oor is Mayor Bill Ross of Macanda. 1'd just like you to
wel cone him"

Hannig: "Welconme to Springfield. M. Cerk, read the

Agreed Resol utions.”

Clerk Bolin: "House Resolution 647, offered by Representative

Speaker

Cerk

Speaker

Brosnahan, House Resolution 648, offered by Representative
Jerry Mtchell, House Resol uti on 650, of fered by
Representative Howard, House Resolution 651, offered by
Representati ve Howard, House Resolution 653, offered by
Representative Zickus, House Resolution 654, offered by
Represent ati ve Wol ard, House Resolution 655, offered by
Representati ve G anberg."

Hanni g: "Representative Currie noves for the adoption of
the Resolutions. Al in favor say 'aye'; opposed 'nay'.
The 'ayes' have it; and the Resolutions are adopted. M.
Clerk, read the Adjournnment Resolution."

Bolin: "Senate Joi nt Resol ution #63, of fered by
Representative Barbara Flynn Currie. RESCLVED by the
Senate of the 91st General Assenbly of +the State of
II'linois, the House of Representatives concurring herein,
t hat when the two Houses adjourn on Thursday, March 9,
2000, the Senate stands adjourned until Wdnesday, March
22, 2000, at 12:00 noon, and the House of Representatives
stands adjourned wuntil Wdnesday, March 22, 2000, at 1:00
p.m"

Hannig: "So now we're going to adopt that Resolution, but
we're not prepared to adjourn just yet. So Representative

Currie noves that we adopt the Adjournnent Resolution. Al
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in favor say 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The 'ayes' have it.
And that Resolution is adopted. And now, Representative

Brunsvol d, for what reason do you rise?"

Brunsvol d: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Two points to announcenents.
One, just a thank you to the Menbers, the Sportman's Caucus
reception auction |ast night was a huge success. In fact,
one of the auction itens is back here in the back row and
her nane is Daisy, if you'd |like to see Daisy. But it was
a nice success and Mary Kay O Brien has one of the auction
i tens. And Daisy is going to be a very nice Luellen
Setter. So we'd like to thank everybody that arranged for
a prize for the auction. W raised quite a bit of noney
for the Departnent of Nat ur al Resour ces and t he
Conservation Foundati on. So thank you all for that help.
ltemtwo, is that after we return after the prinmary, we are
going to have sone softball practices. M. Stephens, Ron
Stephens on the other side of the aisle and nyself will be
poi nt persons for the softball ganme. The |ast three years
the Senate had beaten us to humiliation. So we need... and
we're going to have practice schedul ed for one day when we
get back. So if... if M. Stephens across the aisle would
kind of get the nanmes of all the players on his side of the
aisle would I|ike to play and anybody on this side of the
aisle would like to practice please cone back and see ne
and we'll get you on alist. And then we'll announce in
about a week and a half when we're going to have practice.
So let's prepare because we need to win the gane this year.

We have been beaten too many tines. So, M. Speaker, thank

you. "

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Stephens.”

Stephens: "Well, thank you, M. Speaker. | want to... well as
usual we have an animal on this side of the aisle. Poi nt
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out the puppy that Representative Cross 1is putting..
petting right now The... | would also add for the record
that the House has not won this softball gane since Jay
Hof f man canme to the House. So this year we're going to
win. Right Jay? Do you want to speak to that issue?"
Speaker Hannig: "Jay."
Clerk Bolin: "Attention... attention Menbers, the Rules Comm ttee
will neet imediately in the Speaker's Conference Room

The Rules Commttee will neet imediately in the Speaker's

Conf erence Room "

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Cross.”
Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. On a nore serious note, | filed
or just have filed a Motion that I'd like the House to

consider, and M. Speaker, it has to do with sone actions
that took place in the Revenue Commttee today. | guess
there would be... and | was happened to be there with other
Menmbers of our party, wuld be safe to say that the
Maj ority Caucus Menbers engaged in, what can only be
descri bed as odd ment al gymasti cs, in st oppi ng
Representative O Connor along with Representative More in
their attenpts to provide prescription drug benefits for
needy seniors. It seens fromtheir logic, which really is
illogical if you ask ne, that they «claim that t he
Departnent of Aging that wants to be the |iaison of the
seni or community, concerning the Anendnent, can't perform
that job. | think all of us know that the Departnent of
Aging is very, very, very capable of carrying out all the
duties that are outlined in Representative O Connor al ong

with Representative More's Anmendnent that deals wth

prescription drug benefits for seniors. | think it's
time... | think it's time, M. Speaker, to quit talking
about softball games, to quit talking about sportsnen


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF I LLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

107t h Legi sl ative Day March 9, 2000
caucuses, to quit talking about pets, but to actually do
sonet hi ng about senior citizen tax relief and the charade
that's gone on has gone on |Iong enough. Accordingly, |
nove, at this tinme, that the Revenue Conmttee, including
the Property Tax subconmmttee thereof be discharged from
further consideration of Senate Bill 1307 on Conmttee
Amendnent #1 thereto that those nmeasures be advanced to the
Order of Second Reading and that the appropriate rules be
suspended to provide for the imrediate consideration of
this Mtion and those neasures. M. Speaker, we're gonna
be gone for two weeks... and it's only appropriate that we
qui t tal ki ng and we actual ly do sonething about
Representative O Connor's attenpt along with other Menbers
on this side of the aisle who've also nmade simlar attenpts
to solve this issue of prescription drugs for the needy.
And | would ask for an inmedi ate vote on ny Mtion."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Hartke in the Chair. M. Cross,
your first Motion is to suspend the rules, correct?”

Cross: "I want to nake...

Speaker Hartke: "M. Cross."

Cross: "Yes. | nove to suspend the rules and I'd like i mrediate
consideration on this Bill along wth the Anmendnent, M.

Speaker, and | want to nake sure that |'mclear about that.

The Anmendnent s the... what we're talking about with
respect to this Bill that, as you know, and | think other
Menbers of this Body know, deals wth senior... needy

seni ors pharmaceutical benefits. And let's not ignore the
real key conponent of this Bill, but that's the Arendnent
that was ignored in commttee, today, so yes."

Speaker Hartke: "M. Cross, you have a sonewhat conplicated
request here in your Mot i on. ' ve asked t he

Parliamentarian to clarify the issue and to address that
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i ssue. "
Cross: "Well, wth respect to the imrediate consideration of

this, is that a "yes' or a 'no' or are we gonna get an

answer ?"
Speaker Hartke: "Let's... let the Parlianentarian explain."
Parlianentarian Uhe: "Representative GCoss, on behalf of the

Speaker and by way of clarification, your Mtion is to
discharge a Bill from commttee. That Mtion cannot be
heard until i1t's carried on the Cal endar and since that has
not happened, you are requesting to suspend the rules wth
that respect to that requirenment. So the first question
is, '"Shall the rules be suspended so that the Calendar
posting requirement is waived? "

Cross: "Well, then on that ruling, | nove to overrule the
Parlianentarian and/or the Chair and/or the Speaker and al
three and |I've asked for imediate consideration on that
Motion to override the Chair. And M. Speaker, just so
we're clear, just so everybody in this chanber's clear,
we're talking about senior citizen pharmaceutical relief,
t hat we've been tal king about and that your party and your
side of the aisle keeps ignoring and throw ng to the side.
We'd |ike imedi ate consideration on that particular issue,
pharmaceutical relief for seniors.”

Speaker Hartke: "M . Cross, your Mtion to suspend the rules wll
be addressed. This issue requires 71 votes."

Cross: "Well, wait, wait, M... wait a mnute, M. Speaker.
First of all, 1 think it's debatable before we rush to a
Roll Call and it's been debatable in the past, even wth
your crazy rules that shut off the debate nost of the tine
and have limted debate. | think this one is debatable and
I"d like to make sure that you acknow edge the fact that

this Amendnent or this Mdtion is debatable, 'cause | think


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

107t h Legi sl ative Day March 9, 2000
Menbers on our side of the aisle who do care about seniors
and phar maceuti cal relief want to be heard. The
Republicans on this side of the aisle do want to be heard
on the issue of pharmaceutical relief for needy seniors in
this state.”

Speaker Hartke: "M . Cross, per your inquiry...

Cross:  "You know, | think I'm eligible now for that program
we've had to wait so long."

Speaker Hartke: "Per your inquiry..."

Cross: "Wat ?"

Speaker Hartke: "Per your inquiry, your Mtion is not debatable.”

Cross: "Wait... wait...

Speaker Hartke: "So we will address the Mdtion."

Cross: "Wich Mtion are you tal king about ?"

Speaker Hartke: "And the Mtion is, 'Shall the rules be
suspended?' Al those in favor wll vote 'yes'; those
opposed vote 'no'."

Cross: "M. Speaker."

Speaker Hartke: "This requires 71 votes."

Cross: "Wait... wait... wait... wait, M. Speaker."

Speaker Hartke: "M. derk. Have all voted who wish? 1"l

explain the Motion. The Motionis, 'Shall the rules be
suspended?’ That is the first question of your request.
"Shall the rules be suspended so that the Motion shall be

heard today?' That is the question of the board. Have al
voted who w sh? M. derk, take that record. On this
Motion, there are 57 Menbers voting 'yes', 59 Menbers
voti ng 'no' ; and the Mdtion fails. Representati ve
Dani el s. "

Daniels: "Is it nmy wunderstanding that you ruled that Mbdtion
nondebat abl e? By what authority and what Section are you

referring to? 1Is this one of your own make up rul es?"
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Speaker Hartke: "M. Parlianentarian.”

Daniels: "This is a debatable Mdtion to suspend the Rules.™
Parliamentarian Uhe: "Representative Daniels, on behalf of the

Speaker in response to your inquiry, a Mdition to suspend
the rules is not a debatable Mtion."

Daniels: "Were does it... where does it..."

Parliamentarian Uhe: "Pursuant to Rule 25 of Robert's Rules of
Order which the House Rul es specifically incorporate.™

Daniels: "Well, you are ruling that that Mtion was nondebat abl e.
Now, there is pending what, a Mdtion to overrule the Chair?
|s that correct, Sir?"

Speaker Hartke: "That would be in order."

Daniels: "And that's the one that Representative Cross has
previously nmoved on. But before you get over to that
Motion, | just wanted to tal k once again, about our efforts
to set aside our differences so that we can agree in a
bi partisan manner to nove forward with senior citizen tax
relief. W are |ooking for assistance for senior citizens
in the pharmaceutical area. Yesterday, | nade an offer to
put everyone, everyone in this chanber, on the roll and to
record themas supporting a circuit breaker relief for
senior citizens. lronically, it was only then that we were
accused of being partisan, only then did Menbers of your
side of the aisle, Sir, cone forth and say that we were
making a partisan issue out of sonmething when in fact, we
are offering to nmake it bipartisan. Is this what we've
come to, right now? 1Is this what you're doing, right now?
You're saying that, right now, that because we want to nove
forward with a Motion to nove the circuit breaker relief
for senior citizens in this state, supported by the
American Associ ation of Retired Persons, that now becones a

partisan effort. Now, really, enough is enough. This is

10
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not what we would call as tax relief that the Speaker
addressed yesterday on the House Floor and | think he's a
little bit confused on that. This expands the current
program in an identical manner as Bills that you have
rel eased now fromRules. Let nme give you an exanple of
t hat . You've released fromRules, House Bill 2985 which
expands the Reading Block Grant Program You have rel eased
fromRules, House Bill 4161 which expands the Nursing
Education Schol arship Program You have released from
Rul es, Senate Bill 1538 which expands the Mnetary Award
Program You have released from Rules, House Bill 4269
whi ch expands Medicaid. One of the things we're a little
confused about is why you' re applying a different standard
to needed pharnaceutical relief for senior citizens in this
state. Let ne clarify sone of the m sperceptions that you
brought up yesterday on this House Fl oor about the Anerican
Association of Retired Persons' initiative. It |eaves the
processing of the Circuit Breaker Program at the Departnent
of Revenue and doesn't change that. It |eaves t he
processing of the AABD Programat Public Aid and doesn't
change that. It only requires that the Departnent of Aging
to advocate on behalf of seniors getting into the program
and then, accordingly, gives greater opportunity for
seniors to join that program You know, this isn't about
winning or losing, this 1is about senior citizen help in
this state under an initiative that wll wrk and an
initiative that wll pass. It's unfortunate that right now
your party, Sir, your party, the Mjority Party in this
House is going against the grain of senior citizens in this
state is refusing to apply a standard to themwhich is fair
and reasonable in the State of Illinois. And it's very

unfortunate, with the Speaker as the Chairman of the

11
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Denocratic Party, that this has becone the official
standard of the Denocratic Party. Now, | believe, that
probably shortly we'll hear another speech from vyour
candidate for Governor, M. Lang, who wll want to talk
about this again. If M. Lang is the candidate for
Governor by the Denocratic Party and he's standing up to
frustrate the efforts of senior citizens in this state,
it's quite ironic that what we're having here. So, all
can say is, 'Join with us." You know, all 118 people of
this House ought to pass this Bill and we all ought to be
part of it. And that's what this is all about, right now
Thank you, Sir."

Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the Chair be sustained?
If you agree wth the Chair, you vote 'yes'; if not, you
vote 'no'. M. Cerk. Have all voted who wi sh? Have al
voted who w sh? M. derk, take the record. On this
gquestion, there are 60 Menbers voting 'yes', 59 Menbers
voting 'no'... 56 Menbers voting 'no'. And the Mdtion
fails. For what reason does Representative Biggins seek

recogni tion?"

Biggins: "M. Speaker, 1'd like to rise on a point of personal

Speaker

privilege."

Hartke: "State your point."

Biggins: "I had a personal privilege today doi ng sonet hi ng nobody

el se has done in this chanber. It nmakes nme a very Ilonely
person at the nonent. | need sonme help. |In the Revenue
subcommttee, | got to vote for Representative More's
Amendnent to Senate Bill 1307. | voted 'yes'. | didn't
have any help on that vote; there were two votes against
ne. They happen to cone fromthe other side of the aisle,
but they don't have to stay on that side. They can cone on

board and they can join us as we try to provide the

12


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

107t h Legi sl ative Day March 9, 2000

Speaker

Moor e:

Speaker

prescription drug relief for seniors, but | need help. |
need 59 others to join ne in voting for the Arendnent from
Representative Myore to Senate Bill 1307. | know | get
sonme help fromaround ne 'cause I'"mhearing. | look at on
the other side | think people are thinking about it, but we
together can do this and we can do it today and then
won't be so lonely over the next two weeks."

Hartke: "The Chair recognizes the Lady from Lake,
Representative More."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. This norning in Revenue, we
again tried to advance a program that is extrenely
inportant for the seniors in this state. W tried
yesterday in the Human Services Conmittee to advance a
programthat is an expansion of an existing program A
special subcommttee had to be created in order that these
Bills could be referred to it. This norning we again tried
to advance this |l egislation and what was the reason to vote
against it? Because we were including the Departnment of
Agi ng in a senior citizens program Now, what nore
appropriate departnent shoul d be i ncl uded in t he
admnistration of this legislation than the Departnent of
Agi ng? That was the reason for voting 'no'. W would like
to be able to afford the entire House of Representatives an
opportunity to vote on this issue and | think we woul d pass
it out of here unaninously."

Har t ke: "M. Cerk, for announcenent."”

Clerk Bolin: "Attention Menbers. The Rules Committee wll neet

Speaker

imrediately in the Speaker's Conference Room The Rules
Commttee will neet immediately in the Speaker's Conference
Room "

Hartke: "The Chair recognizes t he Gent | eman from

Verm |l ion, Representative Black."

13
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Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. Wth your perm ssion,
l'"d like to rise to speak to the Mtions that we have nmade
and have not been successful in, if that nmeets with your
approval . "

Speaker Hartke: "Sure. Go right ahead.™

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch. M. Speaker, those of us who work
here and have been here for some tinme tend to understand
the process, and | Ilike t he process. And don't
m sunder stand ne. Don't msconstrue anything | say as
being critical of the process because as frustrated as |
get with it sonetines, and quite frankly, as frustrated as
all of us get with the process sonetines, it is still the
best system ever devised by man in howto govern. W're
still the nodel of the world. W're still the beacon of
hope for every country in the world. None of us are going
to |l eave here today and pile in a |l eaky rowboat and try to
row across the ocean to get sone other country. It's a
remar kabl e process handed to us by our forefathers. But

M. Speaker, one of the things that the process encourages

is the putting ideas out, if you wll, in the marketplace.
And an idea is just like a human being. It needs a little
nurturing. It needs a little sunshine. It needs a little

care, tender loving care to flourish. Al we're asking,
this is... we're not doing anything revolutionary on this
side of the aisle. You have advanced an idea. The idea
was debated and voted on and has noved to the other
chanber . And that's the way the process works. Al we're
asking for, and you continue to deny us at every
concei vabl e opportunity, is let sonme of our ideas see the
sunlight. Let's nurture the idea. Let's debate the idea.
It may pass; it may fail. But all you're doing is denying,

not only our ideas a chance to be heard, a chance to be

14
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nurtured, a chance to grow. By your heavy-handed action,
you are denying all of the people that |I represent, an
opportunity to have that idea advanced, debated, and the
idea will pass or fail on its nerit. But when the Majority
Party uses heavy-handed nethods to squash ideas, that's
wrong. You can bottle it up in Rules, you can bottle it up
in subcommttee, you can change the rules of the House ever
so slightly to inpose your will upon the Mnority. But |
want to tell you sonmething, we've been down this road
before. Your rights aren't safe in the Mjjority if you
deny ny rights as a Mnority. And | thought you would have
| earned that in the early '90s, but evidently, you haven't.
Now, all we're asking for is a chance to advance ideas that
our side of the aisle wwuld |like to propose and have an
honest, open hearing and debate. If you choose to vote
against it and defeat it, that is the process. At |east,
you've given, not only our side of the aisle t he
opportunity, but the mllions of people who sent us here to
advance those ideas on their behalf. | do not understand,
other than the political nature of the process that |
understand, and you do too, but I"'mtelling you, people
back hone don't always understand the process, and quite
frankly, they're getting a little sick and tired of you
killing the nessage and then trying to kill the nessenger.
All we want to do is have an opportunity to advance our
i deas, let you debate it, let you tear it apart. Qut of
that may conme a stronger idea that we can all support. But
we won't know if you sinply deny us our constitutional
right to have a hearing on ideas that we want to propose.
You've done so and it's passed the chanber and that's the
way the process works. Now, why nust you insist that our

idea isn't even worthy of discussion. Now, that's not
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right. You should have | earned your lesson in the early
' 90s. You want to go down this heavy-handed road, denying
us our rights, denying us our opportunity and therefore,
denying mllions of people who we were elected to represent
their chance to have an idea heard. Shane on you. That's
not the way the process works. That's not the way it has
worked wuntil recently. | thought we all |earned a | esson
in the early "90s. This process will not work wth the
heavy handedness that has been displayed this week. Wat
are you afraid of? Are you afraid of a conpeting idea?
Evidently, our idea nust have sone legitimate nerit because
you're so afraid of the idea, you won't even let it be
heard. Shanme on you. Shanme on you and shanme on this abuse
of the process. Let our ideas be heard. Let us have an
opportunity to debate them Let us have an opportunity to
vote on it. That's the way a strong, viable plan wll
energe fromthis General Assenbly, and | think it's tinme we
stopped the nonsense about who gets credit for it. There
will be a program if not now, sonetine in the near future,
that will address legitimte concerns that exist for many
of our senior citizens. It isn't your idea, it isn't
necessarily our idea, it's an idea that nust be advanced in
a bipartisan nature for open debate and then let's see what
pl an survives and is signed into law. That's the process.
| don't wunderstand why you insist on even denying us the
opportunity to present an idea. Now, you may Kkill ny
initiative, you have before, that's part of the process.
|"m part of the 100 'no" vote club. [I've presented Bills
that got a hundred 'no' votes, but | had an opportunity to
present it, and I lost. Now, you won't even give us an
opportunity to forward and advance an idea. Mist really be

sonething wong wth that idea if you' re so afraid of it

16


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF I LLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

107t h Legi sl ative Day March 9, 2000
that you keep it bottled up. VWhat are you afraid of?
Bring it to the conmttee. Bring it to conmttee for a
full and open debate, if it passes fromout of commttee,
let's vote on the floor. Don't hide, don't hide behind the
Rules Commttee. The Rules Conmmttee's neeting right now
The Speaker coul d rel ease our Amendnents, release our Bills
and let's have an open and honest dialogue on this
guestion. You advanced your idea. Wat in the world is so
frightful about letting us advance our ideas for full and
open debate? Rel ease it right now Let our ideas go.
G ve our ideas a chance to thrive. Wuo knows, you m ght
find that when we put the sunlight on the idea, that it's a
good one. You mght even vote for it. But we can't do
what... we can't do what we're elected to do if you hide
behind the Rules Conmttee, that's neeting as we speak, and
sinply keeping our ideas bottled up. You shoul d have
learned in the early '90s, you can't keep ideas hostage.
It won't work. Now, free our ideas from your heavy-handed
Rules Commttee. Let us nove forward and then see, let the
i deas conpete in the process. And the process should work
and the strongest idea wll survive. Now, so come on
There's no reason for this. There's no reason for this
unless vyou're afraid that our idea has nerit and maybe
that's what you're afraid of. You want to hide our idea
from the sunshine. You want to hide our idea from
di scussi on. You want to deny our people the right to see
what a conpeting idea is all about. This is wong. It's
an abom nati on. It's a prostitution of the process and
shane on you for trying to kill ideas."

Speaker Hartke: "For what reason does the Gentlenman from Kendal
seek recognition?"

Cross: "Well, no one can quite foll ow what Representative Bl ack
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had... had just said Representative... M. Speaker, but I
think it's a real sad day that one Legislator from McHenry
County has been able to divide this state, has been able to
divide this Body with a Bill that was so partisan and so
unrealistic of ever having a life anywhere other than from
a partisan side of this chanber. The Speaker of this House
is the Chairman of the Denocrat Party. He's in charge of

this Body. W need to know whether or not today and we

don't need to yell and scream anynore, whether or not he's

gonna release this Bill, this idea, this initiative from
Rul es. Rules just net. Yesterday the Speaker addressed
this Body. 1'd ask that he conme back and let wus know
today, imediately, whether or not he intends to |let us

hear senior citizen pharmaceutical drug relief pl an.
There's no reason, whatsoever, why we can't hear this Bill

We should hear it today. W don't need to wait two weeks.

Pl ease, please, | beg you to let this Bill conme out of
Rul es now. Release it. Let's have the real Speaker cone
out and tell us why the Denocrat Party wants to refuse to
| et senior citizen drug relief be heard. It's a shane.
It's a travesty. W'd like to hear fromthe Speaker right
now. The real Speaker, M. Speaker, with all due respect
to you. Let's hear fromthe real Speaker and address this
issue. Have it kicked out of Rules. Release it. Rel ease
it. Release it. Where is the Speaker? Where's the
Speaker, M. Speaker? \here's the Speaker, M. Speaker?
Where's the real Speaker? Are you gonna release it? Are
you gonna release it, M. Speaker? Rel ease the real
Speaker, M. Speaker. Release himnow. Let him go. Let
himgo. Let himgo. M. Speaker, please |let himgo. Have
him cone on out. Release the Bill, as well. W're ready

to vote on it right now W're ready to go to commttee.

18


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF I LLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

107t h Legi sl ative Day March 9, 2000
Send the Speaker out, M. Speaker. You' ve gotta let himgo
just |ike you've gotta let that Bill go. Release the Bil
and the Speaker, M. Speaker. It's very, very sad. Now,
seriously, senior citizens of this state need the Bill
rel eased and they want to hear from the Speaker, the
Chairman of the Denocratic Party. Let's do it now. Isn't
it tinme, M. Speaker, that we do it now? I'd like an
answer, M. Speaker. It's now s an opportunity to repair
what that one Legislator did from McHenry County, take the
lead, let's hear our initiative. Pl ease, release it.
W're ready. You can at least give us an answer, M.
Speaker . If you don't care about senior <citizen tax
relief, just tell us you're not gonna release it, but if
you care, release it. |If you don't tell us... that's al
we want is an answer. Tell the citizens of the State of
Illinois that you don't care about property tax and seni or
citizen drug tax relief, now "

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Currie now noves that the House
stand adjourned until Wdnesday, March 22nd at the hour of
2:30 at 1 o'clock... March 22, 2000 at 1 p.m Al those in
favor signify by saying 'yes'; opposed 'no'. In the
opinion of the Chair, the '"ayes' have it. And the House
stands adjourned allow ng perfunctory tinme for the derk."

Clerk Rossi: "House Perfunctory Session wll cone to order
Commttee Reports. Representative Barbara Flynn Currie,
Chairperson fromthe Committee on Rules, to which the
followng neasures were referred, action taken March 9,
2000, reported the same back W th t he foll ow ng
recommendation: 'to the floor for consideration' Senate
Bill 906 is referred to the Order of Second Readi ng, Short
Debat e. Senate Bills-First Reading. Senate Bill 1310,

of fered by Representative Hol brook, a Bill for an Act in
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relation to taxes. First Reading of this Senate Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Second Reading of Constitutional Anendnents. House
Joint Resolution, Constitutional Anendnment #19, offered by
Representative Scully. RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE NI NETY- FI RST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
STATE OF ILLINO S, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREI N, that there
shall be submtted to the electors of the State for
adoption or rejection at the general el ection next
occurring at Jleast 6 nonths after the adoption of this
resolution a proposition to amend Section 1 of Article X of
the Illinois Constitution as follows: ARTICLE X EDUCATI ON
SECTION 1. GOAL - FREE SCHOOLS. A fundanental goal of the
People of the State is the educational devel opnent of al
persons to the limts of their capacities. The State shal
provide for an efficient systemof higher quality public
educational institutions and services. Education in public
schools through the secondary |evel shall be free. There
may be such other free education as the General Assenbly
provides by law. The State has the primary responsibility
for financing the system of public education and shal
provide no |ess than 50% of the funding for the system of
public education in order to reduce the reliance of
education funding on real estate taxes. SCHEDULE - This
Constitutional Anmendnent takes effect upon being decl ared
adopted in accordance wth Section 7 of the 1Illinois
Constitutional Anmendnent Act. Second Reading of this
Constitutional Anmendnent. Being no further business, the
House Perfunctory Session will stand adjourned. The House
will reconvene in Regul ar Session on Wednesday, March 22nd,

at 1:00 P.M"
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