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Madi gan: "The House shall conme to order. The Menbers

shall be in their chairs. W shall be led in prayer today
by Pastor Vernon Lyons of the Ashburn Baptist Church in
Oland Park. Pastor Lyons is the guest of Representative
Kosel. The guests in the gallery ny wish to rise and join
us for the invocation and the Pl edge of Allegiance."
Lyons: "Let us pray. Lord, You know we really didn't cone
here to pray, nevertheless, we truly need Your help. W
are in awe of Your goodness and Your glory. W are amazed
at Your m ght and Your majesty. And though You control the
uni verse, yet You know each one of us and You | ove each one
of us. And we are amazed that knowi ng us, You | ove us.
And we cone today, sone of us, with burdens. Soneone here,
Lord, with an aging parent that has becone a problem
Anot her over here with a rebelling teen that is nore than a
handful. Another recently has |ost a dear one. Another of
our nunber, Lord, has cone fromthe doctor wiwth a report
that's not good. Either lighten the |oad, we ask, or give
the strength to bear it. And we thank You that You have
| oved us so much that You have given Your son, Jesus
Christ, to die for our sins, that through Hm we m ght
have full forgiveness and life that is everlasting. Help
us, we pray, as we do our task here to put people above
party. Principle above politics. Gve wsdom that we
m ght know what is right and courage to do what is right.
And we ask all these nercies in the glorious nane of Jesus,
Your son, our Saviour. Anmen."

Madi gan: "We shall be led in the Pledge of Allegiance by
Representative Hartke."

- et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,

one nation under God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice
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for all."

Speaker Madigan: "Roll Call for Attendance. Representati ve
Currie.”

Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker. Please let the record show that we

have no excused House Denocrat today."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Poe. M. Poe."

Poe: "M . Speaker, let the record show today that Representative
Black is excused, and Representative Hassert, and I'd
probably like for all the Represent ati ves to keep
Representative Hassert in their prayers this weekend. He's
at Northwestern University under consultation.”

Speaker Madigan: "M. Brady. M. Brady."

Brady: "M . Speaker, will you please let the record reflect that
|"mhere. M key isn't working."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Biggins. W're on Rol | Cal | for
At t endance. M. derk, take the record. There being 115
peopl e responding to the Attendance Roll Call, there is a

guorum present. M. Biggins. M. Biggins."

Biggins: "M. Speaker, Menbers of the House, | just had the
unfortunate experience of attending... participating in an
Aging Conmmttee, hearing of a very inportant Bill. 1In
fact, the Bill's Sponsor, Representative Franks, said, 'The
nost inmportant Bill this General Assenbly.'’ The nost
inportant Bill, M. Franks presented down there in Aging,

and we were suppose to be able to ask questions of the
Sponsor and his coterie of television canera posees that
were sitting all around him and behind him for his
commercial for his reelection up in McHenry County. But we
weren't allowed to ask those questions, even though the
Chair promsed us that we wuld be able to ask those
guestions, told us by nanme, including nyself and others,

that we would be allowed to ask questions of the Sponsor.
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Then, because of our extrenely busy schedule here, we all
of a sudden had to adjourn, and we didn't get to make our
points or ask any questions of the Sponsor on his nost
i nport ant Bill of this General Assenbly. Cour se,
yesterday, in the Executive Conmttee, he didn't have the

nost inportant Bill. Well, it my have been to sone

peopl e, sone people, Representative Franks thought, were

going to introduce a Bill that would take ATMs off the
riverboats. But when the Bill cane up for commttee
yesterday, Representative Franks put in a Bill that kept

themon the riverboats, much to the disappointnent of those
who are opposed to their being on the riverboats and
different from what M. Franks had previously prom sed
them So, today, he follows up with a Bill, get this, free
medi cal care. How s that grab ya? And, what departnent's
gonna handle it? By his own... by the testinony of the
Departnent of Revenue, nobody's gonna handl e this.
Nobody' s equi pped to handle it. The nost inportant Bill of
this General Assenbly, and M. Franks does not even know
how it's gonna be adm nistered. And, maybe he would have

had nore tinme to look this up in his deep deliberations, if

he'd spent nore... but 24 hours looking at the Bill. W
were not given the Bill until 24 hours ago. The nost
inmportant Bill of this General Assenbly, Franks' Bill. Not

as inportant as ATMs off the boats, no, those people, they
can be di sappoi nted. How about the seniors that are
| ooking for this care. How about the Republican proposal ?
No, Franks wouldn't allow that. So, all the people in the
room if you enjoy television comrercials..."”

Speaker Madi gan: "Ladies and Gentlenen..."

Biggins: "...they'll be in one.™

Speaker Madigan: "Please give your attention to M. Biggins."


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

93rd Legi sl ative Day February 10, 2000

Biggins: "All the people in the commercial... Al the people that

Speaker

Tur ner,

wer e in t hat room could be in Franks' television
commercial. Instead of getting nedicines, they' re gonna be
on television. That's cruel, M. Franks. It's not what
you've been sent here to do. That's not what this Body's
suppose to do. That's not an open debate. It's a very
cruel thing to do to our senior citizens. M. Speaker,
could it be possible to reconvene the Aging Commttee after
we adj ourn? Upon adjournnment today. | suppose it'll be

close to seven or eight o' clock tonight, huh? Wll, 1"l

be here to wait. |If it's eight o' clock, 1'lIl be here. | f
it's mdnight, 1'Il be here. And we'll go back to the
Aging Commttee, we'll reconvene, we'll get those seniors

back in the roomand they can hear the full debate on the
Bill. M. Speaker. Whul d you pl ease reconvene the Aging
Comm ttee upon adj ournnent today, Sir?"

Madi gan: "Let nme consult with the Chair and the Menbers

of the Commttee, M. Biggins. M. Turner, John Turner."

J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. M. Speaker, as you know, |
have a trenendous anount of respect for you. But what
Representative Biggins just indicated to you, is 100%
accurate. | was on the Aging Commttee, and we started
just a little bit late, and Representative Franks did
submt a Bill, and he did lead off by saying it was the
nost inportant Bill that we would hear during this Session.

He then presented it and put on his proponents. I
suggested to the Chair about, oh, five mnutes until one,
that there was no possible way we could possibly get
through all of the testinony and allow all the Menbers of
the Commttee to ask questions. And he said he would give
us 15 nore mnutes and he would cover everything. And even

when he said it, it was obvious that that was not going to
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happen. And, M. Speaker, | don't know what the reason was
why the Bill had to absolutely, wunequivocally, be noved

Speaker

through Commttee today without giving it a fair chance to
be heard and questions to be asked by all the Menbers of
the Commttee. My friends on the Denocratic side of the
aisle, I've heard you many tines stand up and say you've
been deprived of vyour rights. Maybe you don't care, but
Representati ve Franks had an opportunity to take the Bil

out of the record, after saying it was the nost inportant

Bill we were going to hear. | was promsed by the
Chai r man, I woul d have an opportunity to ask sone
questions. | was deprived of that opportunity, as were

about six other Menbers. Wen the opponents of the Bill
started to put on their particular testinony, they were cut
off. Again, | don't knowwhy this is being done. The
Session has been run very fair up to this juncture, but for
sonme unknown reason in Conmttee today, in the Aging
Commttee, the Mnority Party was not af f orded t he

opportunity to ask questions. W couldn't even determ ne

if we were for the Bill or against the Bill, 'cause we
couldn't even ask questions concerning the Bill. It was
totally unfair. It was a conplete deprivation of due

process, M. Speaker, and | certainly hope that you wll do
sonething to address what happened in Commttee today,
because it was w thout any question, one of the nost unfair
things |1've seen since 1994 when | first arrived on the
scene in the General Assenbly. Thank you, M. Speaker."

Madi gan: "(Who needs all this bullshit?) M. Hoffman.
M. Fritchey."

Fritchey: "M. Speaker, | rise on a point of personal privilege."

Speaker

Madi gan: "State your point."

Fritchey: "On a much less controversial note, I'm happy to say
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Speaker

that one of our newer Menbers s celebrating her 50th
birthday tomorrow. And in her bipartisan spirit, | welcone
everybody on both sides of the aisle to conme over and have
sonme cookies and join us in w shing Susan Garrett a happy
50t h birthday."

Madi gan: "M . Hoffman."

Hof f man: " Thank you, M. Speaker. I, too, was in the Aging

Speaker

Commttee today, and wunfortunately it doesn't seemto ne
that what |1've heard was exactly what occurred. If you
| ook at what happened, there are 80 proponents who signed
slips. Eighty proponents. Forty-nine organizations, 31
individuals, three opponents, seven requested to testify,
and two on each side got to testify. Now, we've all been
here a long tine. A lot of us have been here a long tine.
Now, we don't wanna go back and start tal king about what
happened between 1994, 1995, and 1996. W don't wanna talk
about that. We think that this should be one of the
bi ggest bipartisan, across the aisles... across the aisles,
support of Bills that this General Assenbly has ever seen.
We're tal king about senior citizens and ensuring, ensuring
that they have prescription drugs at a reasonable price.
Now, | know... | know Chairman MQuire, and you Kknow
Chairman MQuire, and there's no fairer Representative on
this House Floor than Chairman McGuire. And | respect the
previous speakers as well as | respect M. MQiire. But
when you say that, what went on in the Aging Conmttee
today, | think you are directly, directly calling his
credibility in suspect. And | want to tell ya, Jack
McCGuire is one heck of a Chairman, one of the fairest
Chai rman, and he ran that with dignity and | think that you
shoul d take it back."

Madi gan: "M . Daniels."
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Daniels: "Well, you can give all the speeches you want about
cooperation, but when you ignore Menbers' rights and you
refuse to allow Republicans to speak on a very inportant
issue like this, you're ignoring the very Constitution, the
very effort that we have to represent all people in
II'linois. You talk about hel ping the senior citizens. How
do you hel p them when you set back their efforts to get
meani ngful relief and pharmaceutical relief? How do you
hel p them when you spend a billion dollars of taxpayers
money in your first Bill, and then a billion dollars from
t he manufacturers that you know and I know, we can't do in
this state. You're pandering once again. You're pandering

and you're going out there and you're trying to rev up

senior citizens, when you know that the Bill you have
before won't work. M. Speaker, you are in charge of an
orderly operation in this chanber. Up till this tine,

you've done a very effective job, and we conplinent it.
But when you and your majority denies the opportunity for
Republ i cans to speak on behalf of senior citizens on a Bil

that will work, a Bill in that state that will make a

difference on circuit breaker relief, not one phoney effort

like the Sponsor of this Bill brings out where he's
offering promses that he can't deliver on, you are... you
are then turning your back on Illinois and the citizens of
this state. It's a shane, it's a shamthat you're pulling

right now. You need to reconvene this Commttee. You need
to all ow Republicans to speak. You need to hear our
alternative pr oposal that will work, an alternative
proposal that deals with circuit breaker relief, now. That
deals with increasing the circuit breaker for seniors, now
That increases the opportunity for every senior citizen in

this state to get relief, now And |I'msick and tired of
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Speaker

Fr anks:

Speaker

Fr anks:

your ranroding these things through the General Assenbly.
The day is over. The day is over when you' re gonna do this
to us once again. And if it means an end to cooperation,
an end to this laying dowmn and letting you roll us over,
it's over for you. And unless you reconvene this Conmmittee

and all ow people to speak in a denocratic way, we are gonna

stand in its way. Look at this nonster that'll you're
proposing to the State of Illinois. Look at this chart.
That's what this Bill does. Look at this. This is the
Hllary dinton/Jack Franks Bill that is a health care
phoney Bill today in Illinois. Look at this, a billion
dollar <cost to Illinois, a billion dollar cost to
manuf acturers. It's phoney. It won't work. You know it
won't work, and that's why our alternative proposal, which
we're gonna speak about. You won't let us speak in

Commttee; we're going to the Blue Room after Session.
We're gonna tell the people of Illinois the kind of program
that will work that the Governor could sign and get behind,
and you should get behind it, instead of your phoney talk
about bipartisan stuff. You' re ridiculous. W' re gonna
give a plan that will work, and | predict the plan that we
propose today is that one that will be passed. And every
Republican is gonna stand strong on it. So, we're tired of
this, and it's not gonna happen anynore."

Madi gan: "M . Franks."

"M . Speaker."

Madi gan: "M . Franks."

"Thank you. I certainly want to work together
bi partisanly for the best Bill we can create. Now, the
statenents that you made, M. Daniels, are patently
incorrect. And | amso confident that after we talk about

this, that it's gonna pass, that | want to nake a Mdtion on
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Speaker

Cr oss:

Speaker

my own to recommt this back to Commttee. Let's do it

next week and it'll pass again."

Madi gan: "You've all heard the Mdtion. The Mtionis to
recoomit the Bill to Conmttee to permt a comittee
heari ng next week. The Speaker's Ofice wll advise the

Chair to set aside as many hours as are needed. Eight to
ten to twelve to fourteen, to conpletely hear the Bill
Those in favor of the Mdtion say 'aye'; those opposed say
'no'. The 'ayes' have it. The Motion is adopted. The Bil
is back in Commttee. The Bill will be heard next week.
And everyone can go to the Commttee and work very
straightforward and assiduously to work on the Bill. M.
Cross. "

"M . Speaker, thank you. | would respectfully request the
Chair to reconsider that... Sonmewhat |ike the Bill this
afternoon in Commttee, it just ramred that Motion down our
t hroat s. There are conmmttee people here ready to go
today. There are witnesses here fromout of town. Your
own rules provide... your own rules provide that out of
town witnesses have a right to testify. If I'm not
m st aken, there were approximately 30 people here today in
opposition that wanted to testify on this Bill. The people
of the State of Illinois are gonna need a Valium paid for
by the State of Illinois if you run this Bill through. So,
M. Speaker, wth all due respect, if you would reconvene
this Commttee for this afternoon, we're ready to proceed.
And |1'd appreciate ..... just know their intentions."

Madi gan: "M. MQiire."

MCGQuire: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Wll, what a day. W had an

hour and a half, which was originally a 60 m nute hearing,
which started l|ate, of course, because we didn't have a

quorum | f anybody was cut off, they were cut off on both
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sides of the aisles, and only because of the clock. There
was no one treated any better or any worse than anyone
el se. And if you wanna tell the truth, I don't care which

side of the aisle you're on, that's the way it was. | have

no problemwth reconvening, but I was there to run the

Commttee, and as | nmentioned to Beth Coul son, I'mtrying
to run the Committee in the best, fair, inpartial way |
can. Anyone got to talk. Let nme tell you, there were

t hree opponents. Representative Cross, pay attention, Tom
Three opponents; 80 proponents. W gave two on each side,

plus the Menbers. W had to cut the Menbers off wth about

six Menbers still on the docket. John, | don't prom se
that you can speak. | say you can speak if we don't run
out of tinme. So, | think that's the way everybody runs a
Commttee. |It's not a prom se. | put your nanme down;
you're next on the list. If we run out of tine, we run out
of tine. It wasn't Dbecause it was John Turner or a

Republican. W had Denocrats who didn't get to speak. And
| just want to say | try to do the best | can, and if you
don't like it, I'"'mvery sorry about that. But, | try to do
the best | can, and we'll reconvene if that's your desire."

Speaker Madigan: "Al right, the Chair of the Conmttee has
announced that the Commttee wIll reconvene immediately
after Session. And, M. MCuire, the Chair will entertain
a Motion to suspend the posting requirenents for that
particular Bill."

McCuire: "Yes. So noved."

Speaker Madigan: "So, there's a Mtion to suspend the posting
requi renent on that particular Bill. On that Mtion, is
there agreenent? Those in favor say 'aye'; those opposed
say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it. The Committee wi | |

reconvene after Session. The posting requirenents have

10
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been suspended. M. Daniels."”
Dani el s: "Thank you."

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Crotty."

Crotty: "Thank you, Speaker. | have consulted with the mnority
spokesman... person for Children and Youth, and it's
perfectly all right with her, so at this tinme, | would nove
to suspend the posting requirenents on House Bill 2947, so

that | can have it heard in Children and Youth on Tuesday."

Speaker Madigan: "The Lady has noved to suspend the posting

requirenents to permt the hearing of a Bill on Tuesday.
Those in favor say 'aye'; those opposed say 'no'. The
‘ayes' have it. The Modtion is adopted. Representative

Currie, for the sane purpose on two other Bills."

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. | nove
that we suspend the posting requirenents so that House Bill
4404 may be heard next week in the Commttee on Agriculture
and House Bill 3936 in the Commttee on Transportation. |

know of no opposition to the Mdtion."

Speaker Madigan: "The Lady noves for the suspension of the
posting requirenents and... Representative Zickus."
Zi ckus: "Yes, M. Speaker. | would Iike to request the sanme for

House Bill 4067, which is scheduled for the Agriculture
Committee on Tuesday. | did check with the Chairman."

Speaker Madigan: "Representative Zickus, could you wait just one
m nut e? On the Currie Mtion, the Chair recogni zes
Representative Cross.”

Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Just real quick, if we can
confirmthat our side has been consulted on her Mtion.
" mnot standing in opposition. |'d like to knowif we can
slow this down a bit."

Speaker Madi gan: "Yeah, Representative Currie, have you spoken to

anybody on the Republican side?"

11
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Currie: "Yes, the mnority spokesnmen on both Comm ttees have been
consul ted and were agreeable.”
Speaker Madi gan: "And which Commttees would that be?"
Currie: "The Agriculture and Transportation."
Speaker Madi gan: "Agriculture and Transportation."”
Cross: "W're checking."
Speaker Madigan: "M. Cross, we'll hold that Mdtion for a m nute.
We'll recognize M. Fritchey. M. Fritchey."
Fritchey: "Thank you, Speaker. | nove to table House Bill 4274."

Speaker Madigan: "Are you the principal Sponsor?"

Fritchey: "Yes, | am"

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentlenman noves to table the Bill. Is
there | eave? Leave is granted. The Bill is tabled. M.
Gglio.™

Gglio: "Thank vyou, M. Speaker. | would nove to tabl e House
Bill 3107."

Speaker Madigan: "Are you the principal Sponsor?"

Gglio: "Yes, | am"”
Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman noves to table the Bill. l's
there |eave? Leave is granted. The Bill is tabled.

Represent ative Lindner."

Li ndner: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | nove to table House Bil
3539."

Speaker Madigan: "Are you the principal Sponsor?"

Li ndner: "Yes, | am"
Speaker Madigan: "The Lady noves to table the Bill. |Is there
| eave? Leave is granted, and the Bill is spon... Bill is

tabled. M. Turner."

Turner, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | nove to table House Bill
4286. 4-2-8-6."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Turner, are you the principal Sponsor?"

Turner, J.: "l am M. Speaker. Thank you."

12
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Speaker Madigan: "You've all heard the Motion. |Is there |eave?
Leave is granted. The Bill 1is tabled. Representative

Zi ckus. The Chair has been advised that on your Bill 4067,
that that's already posted for next week. Thank you. Back
to the Currie Motion. M. Cross.”

Cross: "We're fine with that Mtion, M. Speaker."

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Currie nobves to suspend the
posting requirenents for two Bills. Those in favor say
"aye'; those opposed say 'no’'. The 'ayes' have it. The
Motion is adopted. On the Order of House Bills - Second
Readi ng, there appears House Bill 298. Representative

Fei genhol t z. Do you wish to call the Bill? The Lady

i ndi cates she does not wish to call the Bill. House Bil
665, M. Brunsvold. The Gentl eman does not w sh to cal
the Bill. House Bill 1459, M. G anberg. The Gentl eman
does not wsh to call the Bill. House Bill 1544,
Representative Silva. The Lady does not wwsh to call the
Bill. House Bill 1776, Representative Hanos. The Lady
does not wwsh to call the Bill. House Bill 2880, M. Bill
Mtchell. Bill Mtchell. Does the Gentleman wi sh to cal

the Bill? The Gentlenman indicates he does not wish to cal

the Bill. House Bill 2924, M. Fritchey. Fritchey. Do
you wsh to call the Bill? M. Fritchey does not wish to
call the Bill. House Bill 2958, Representative Garrett.

Representative Garrett. Do you wsh to call the Bill? The

Lady does not wsh to call the Bill. House Bill 2962,
Represent ati ve Fl owers. House Bill 2993. That matter
shall remain on the Order of Second Reading. House Bil

3007, M. Burke. M. Burke, 3007. Do you wish to call the
Bill? It's concerned with predatory hone |oan practices.
You want to |leave it on Second Reading? M. Burke."

Burke: "I would ask the Bill renmnin on Second."

13


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF I LLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES

TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
93rd Legi sl ative Day February 10, 2000
Speaker Madigan: "The Bill shall remain on the Order of Second
Readi ng. House Bill 3009, M. Novak. M. Novak, 30009.
M. Novak. |Is the Gentleman in the chanber? 1Is M. Novak
in the chanber? M. Novak, you have House Bill 3009. The
CGentl eman does not wish to call the Bill. M. Novak, what

about the next one, 3027? The Gentleman does not wsh to

call the Bill. House Bill 3053, Representative Kosel. The
Lady does not with to call the Bill. 3117. The Lady does
not wwish to call the Bill. 3205, M. Del gado. The
Gent| eman does not wsh to call the Bill. House Bill 3286,

M. Persico. The Gentleman does not with to call the Bill

House Bill 3288, Representative Cowishaw. 3288. |It's
concerned with inner scholastic organizations. The Lady
does not wsh to call the Bill. House Bill 3293,

Representative John Jones. M. John Jones. Do you wsh to

nove the Bill? M. derk. M. John Jones.™"

Jones, J.: "M. Speaker, it's on Second right now."

Speaker Madigan: "Do you want to leave it on Second or..."

Jones, J.: "No, nove it to Third."

Speaker Madigan: "All right. Ladi es and Gentl enen, please be

advi sed that the scoreboard and probably vyour conputer
screens are in a tenporary breakdown. Now, we're only
going to nove a Bill from Second to Third Reading, so it's
not the end of the world. M. Cerk, what is the status of
the Bill? 3293."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 3293, a Bill for an Act to anend the
[I'linois Community Devel opnment Finance Corporation Act.
Second Reading of this House Bill. Amendnent  #1 was
adopted in Conmttee. No Floor Anendnents. No Mbtions
filed."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Stephens. Ron Stephens.”

St ephens: "Wl |, M. Speaker, in reference to your recent

14
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coments in response to John Jones, you called it the
'scoreboard'. And 1I... | don't know, we always called it
kind of the 'board' . And | wondered if it was a
scoreboard, today, are we w nning?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Wo's we?"

Stephens: "Well, it depends on whether ny Bill's wup or not
whet her... how we define "we'."

Speaker Madigan: "All right, nowon..."

St ephens: "I hope you're with us, Speaker.™

Speaker Madigan: "Okay. You got it. On 3293, M. derk, nove
that Bill to Third Reading. 3315, M. Delgado. The
Gent| eman does not wsh to call the Bill. House Bill 3408.
M. Cerk, what is the status of the Bill? That's 3406."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 3406, a Bill for an Act to anend the
School Code. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Amendnents, no Floor Amendnents, no Modtions
filed."

Speaker Madigan: "Third Reading. On 3420, the Sponsor does not
wish to nove the Bill. 3426, Representative Slone. Do you

wish to call the Bill? The Lady does not wish to call the

Bill. House Bill 3464, M. Jerry Mtchell. Jerry

Mtchell. M. Cerk, what is the status of the Bill?"
Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 3464, a Bill for an Act to anend the

School Code. Second Reading of this House Bill. No

Comm ttee Amendnents, no Floor Amendnents, no Modtions
filed."

Speaker Madigan: "Third Reading. House Bill 3482, Representative
Hanos. Hanos, 3482. Anends the Procurenent Code. Do you

wi sh to nove the Bill? Representative, the Fl oor Amendnent

has not yet been approved by the Rules Commttee. House
Bill 3538, M. Rghter. M. R ghter. The Gentlenman does
now wish to call the Bill. House Bill 3840, Representative
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Currie. The Lady does not wish to call the Bill. House
Bill 3841, M. Durkin. M. Durkin, 3841. The Gentl eman
does not wsh to call the Bill. House Bill 3854,

Representative Fower. M. Fower. The Gentleman does not
wish to call the Bill. 3901, M. Fowler? 3901. The
Gent| eman does not wsh to call the Bill. House Bill 4021,
Representative Coul son. The Lady does not wish to call the
Bill. House Bill 4144, M. Lopez. M. Cerk, what is the
status of the Bill?"

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 4144, a Bill for an Act in relation to
condom niuns. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Amendnents, no Floor Anmendnments, no Mbdtions
filed."

Speaker Madigan: "Third Reading. On the Order of House Bills -
Third Reading. Representative Cowishaw, do you wsh to
call 709? House Bill 2915, M. R ghter. M. Righter does
not wish to call the Bill. House Bill 3032, M. Wnters.
s M. Wnters in the chanber? Do you wish to call the
Bill? M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 3032, a Bill for an Act creating the
M dwest Interstate Passenger Rail Conpact. Third Readi ng
of this House Bill."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Wnters."

Wnters: "Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bill 3032 sets up an
interstate conpact between 11 m dwestern states. The basic
purpose of this is to |lobby on behalf of the m dwestern
regi on before Antrak and before Congress. Now that the
northeast quarter is fully developed, the six billion
dol lars of federal noney that had gone into that is no
| onger needed. We want to nmake sure that Chicago, as the
hub of the Mdwest high speed rail network, wll nove

forward and be the first priority of the federal
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aut horities. This forms a conpact wupon three ot her
state... two other states, excuse ne, a total of three
states passing identical |anguage. | would be happy to

answer any questions."

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman noves for the passage of the
Bill. M. John Turner."
Turner, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "The Sponsor yields."

Turner, J.: "Representative, | didn't get a chance to ask any
guestions on the Bill | really wanted to ask questions on,
so I'mjust going to ask questions on your Bill instead.

It's kind of a substitute. You don't know anythi ng about

Representative Franks' Bill do you?"

Wnters: "It's not part of this Bill, no."

Turner, J.: "Onh, it's not part of the Bill. well, in al
seriousness, |I'm not famliar with your Bill, but | heard
you nention high speed rail. Qobvi ously, therefore, your

Bill has sonething to do with that. Could you very quickly
tell nme again what it does with regard to high speed rail ?
Because that is a concern in ny district. | have a lot of
folks very wary of the high speed rail com ng through the
farmground in ny district."

Wnters: "Right. This is an initiative of the Council of State
Governnments M dwest Legislative Council. A nunber of
Legi slators from ot her states have worked together on this.
There is significant funding going into this. Governor
Ryan, under Illinois First last year, did put $70,000, 000
to upgrade crossings, to upgrade the rails. W anticipate,
for instance, the first segnment that w Il probably be
brought up to higher speed traffic, we'll nove it from a
maxi mum of 78 mles an hour, which Antrak now can run on

sonme downstate segnents, that maxi num speed would go to a
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110 mles an hour. It includes the purchase of about 40
new train sets. Those will be constructed in the M dwest,
and probably in Chicago. It wll enploy several thousand
rail way workers as they upgrade these rail crossings. Most
of these before we actually run the trains, we're |ooking
at a three to five year tine frane before we really are
runni ng that maj or segnent from Chicago to St. Louis. Most
of the crossings that wll be mintained wll have a
positive nmeans of keeping traffic fromgoing around the
gates. In other words, they'Il either have the cable
restraints or they've have four gates. [|DOT has already
said that in nost of the downstate comunities, they wll
be | ooking at sone type of cyclone fencing on both sides of
the railroad right-of-way to keep the adol escents, people
that m ght take a shortcut across the railroad tracks, to
keep them off there and add an actual crossing where they
woul d have a signal when the gates go down, that's there's
going to be a train comng through fairly quickly. The
frequency of travel today is about, | believe, four trains
a day between Chicago and St. Louis. That would nove up to
ten per day. It wll have a nuch nore reliable service,

one that would offer many nore options for an alternative

tothe... to air traffic.”

Turner, J.: "lIs there an appropriation of any kind or any funding
inthe Bill, any cost to the state?"

Wnters: "This Bill itself is for a conmpact, which sinply neans
there are four appointees by the Governor to... from each

state that would neet at |east annually and then would
basically coordinate the | obbying effort before Congress,
trying to give us a greater weight then just the Illinois
del egation, but bring in the other states that are also

interested in high speed rail. The only cost to this would
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be of those four nenbers fromlllinois who woul d be going
to an annual neeting, a relatively mnor cost that IDOT is
pr epar ed to pi ck up; SO, there's no separate

appropriation.”

Turner, J.: "The... the min concern that is raised in ny
district is that it... This high speed rail, if conpleted,
woul d require shutting down many intersections that are
used, not only in rural areas, but also within sonme of the
smaller towns. Is it your intention for the Conmssion to
study that particular question, and how we m ght resolve
that very big issue in rural Illinois?"

Wnters: "The Commssion itself is really sinply an advocacy
gr oup. W took out language that was in there initially
that would allow themto review plans, to get nmuch nore
i nvol ved in t he adm nistration of high speed rai
devel opment. So, the conpact as it is in this Bill 1is
really just an advocacy role. | do know that IDOT, in
their testinmony and in talking to me, they seem to think
that nuch of the concern about rail closings, that they
were upgrading a lot of these closings so... t hese
crossings, so that they would be able to stay open, that
there woul d be additional noney to keep nobre crossings open
t han t hey had initially anti ci pat ed. And t hat ,
particularly working wwth the Farm Bureau, | think that's
the organization that's taken the biggest |ead, they seem
to have answered nuch of the Farm Bureau's questions. I
can't speak for Farm Bureau. They did not testify agai nst
this."

Turner, J.: "Ckay, vyes, and | think a mnute ago, | said
intersections. | neant crossings."

Wnters: "Right."

Tur ner,

J.: "Thanks for clarifying that. | guess ny |ast
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question is, it's ny belief, although | could be wong,
that nost of ny district probably opposes. | know that's

not what you want to hear, but probably opposes the high
speed rail. But... would ny vote for your Bill be

construed as a vote for high speed rail ?"

Wnters: "You can construe it however you w sh, | think, John."
Turner, J.: "How would..."

Wnters: "I would say..."

Turner, J.: "...you construe it, Representative?"

Wnters: "I would say that Senator Miitland has expressed

interest in being a Sponsor of this in the Senate."

Turner, J.: "Okay, thanks for answering ny questions.”

Wnters: "Certainly."

Turner, J.: "l appreciate it."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Mffitt."

Mffitt: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Wnters: "Who's tal king?"

Mffitt: "I don't... | don't believe this question was asked. Do
you antici pate many crossings being closed? That's what |
was... especially downstate. Now, you tal ked about how t hey
would be wupgraded in the Conmttee. But if this goes to
the full extent, are we gonna see crossing closures in
downst at e?"

Wnters: "I think that there will be sone, but I amnot... That
has not been part of the discussion to this point. That's
nore of a one between Antrak, |1DOT and probably the Farm
Bureau is the major interest group interested in it. " m
not aware of where those discussions are at this point.
But, | don't believe that as nearly as controversial, the

| at est negotiations have kind of |led nost parties to think
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that they're going to be able to reach an accommodati on on
t he nunber of crossing closings."”
Mffitt: "And did you say that Farm Bureau had not taken a
position on this?"
Wnters: "They did not... They did not submt a slip during the
commttee testinony."
Mffitt: "And were there any other opponents?”
Wnters: "No."
Mffitt: "Thank you."

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Ryder."

Ryder: " Thank you, M. Speaker. | think that there's an
inmportant distinction on this Bill that we need to
under st and. | share the sane concerns that other speakers

have indicated about what it's going to nean to the
district that | represent, as do you, for crossings and
other itens. Wat we are suggesting in this piece of
legislation is that we want to be part of the group that's
goi ng to be maki ng deci si ons about passenger rail, that we
want to be part of a conpact of the m dwestern states that
are concerned about passenger rail, especially high speed
rail, and that we want to be able to access the dollars
that are available. And maybe by participating in this
conpact, we'll be able to access the dollars to keep open
even nore of those crossings that we're concerned about,
than if we do not participate. |If we're shut out by our
own vote, then we only have ourselves to blame when others
make decisions for the State of Illinois. [1'd rather be in
the conpact, working to acconmodate our needs, than having
soneone el se nmake that deci sion. Voting for this neans
that we're part of the decision makers and we can attenpt
to accommodate our own needs. |If you vote against it, then

you're left wwthout a voice as to who wll ultimately be
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able to nmake those decisions that affect your district.
Pl ease vote 'yes'."

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Cow i shaw. "

Cow i shaw. "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. Ladi es and
CGentlenmen of the House, | think we ought to express our
gratitude to the Council of State Governnments, which as you
know has a m dwestern division wwth an office in Lonbard,
Il'linois. The Council of State Governnents established a
task force to | ook at the whole subject of a mdwestern
approach to rail transportation. | have been associ ated
with that task force now for about three vyears, and the

Chairman is a very fine state Senator fromone of our

adj oining states. And she actually cane here and held a

meeting with those of us in Illinois who serve on this..
on this task force. Seens to nme that the only thing
that... There's a question that has been raised that seens

to be a concern to people who hadn't really studied this
issue particularly well, but were sinply trying to get a
general ideais, is this sonething that is being proposed

as an alternative to air travel? And the answer is, no.

In the m dwest, we are going to need all of the air and
rail transportation conbination, along with our highways
and all the rest of the forns of transportation. What  we

need to do is take all of those things and conbine themin
a way that works the best for the | argest nunber of people
that is the nost affordable. So, | urge all of you to vote
in favor of this Bill, and | also think it is inportant for
us to recognize the contribution that has been made by the
Council of State Governnents. Thank you, M. Speaker."
Speaker Madigan: "The question is, "Shall this Bill pass? Those
in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed by voting

'no'. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
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Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? One
person has not voted. The Cerk shall take the record. On
this question, there are 110 people voting 'yes', 4 people
voting 'no'. This Bill, having received a Constitutional
Majority, is hereby declared passed. House Bill 3046, M.

Savi ano. The Gentl enman does not wish to call the Bill

House Bill 3119, Representative Coul son. The Lady does not

wish to call the Bill. House Bill 3180, M. Durkin. The
Gent|l eman does not wish to call the Bill. House Bill 3236,
M. Lang. The Gentleman does not wsh to call the Bill

House Bill 3256, M. Novak. M. Novak. The Gentl eman does
not wish tocall the Bill. House Bill 3355. The Chair is

advised that the Sponsor is waiting for an Anmendnent.

House Bill 3398, M. Muutino. M. Mautino. M. derk,
read the Bill."
Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3398, a Bill for an Act anending the

IIlinois Public A d Code. Third Reading of this House
Bill."

Mautino: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. House Bill 3398 will allow for quality... a quality
incentive for quality indicators being used in long term
care. This program which is a nationally recognized
program and accredited, sets forward the guidelines that
are to be followed by our long term care and care
facilities. And, it's a database that will allow providers
to use these indicators to identify potential presence or
absence of poor <care practices or outconmes, such as
i nfectious control, clinical managenent, cognitive patterns
and physical function. So, what this does, is if a long
term care facility is going to go ahead, nake t he
investnment to offer a higher level of... than just the

m ni num st andards that are out there that have been checked
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by regulators, then it will offer a 50¢ per bed increase.
And the amounts as far as the dollars concerned on this, if
we had... In a perfect world, we would have full conpliance
wi t h it, whi ch woul d  cost about $11, 000, 000.
Realistically, we're |ooking at about $3,000,000. So about
20% woul d probably be a high for the facilities that would
institute these software and dat abase systens. That nunber
is reinbursable at a 50%rate. So, cost of Illinois is
between 1 and 1.5 mllion dollars. To be able to encourage
the facilities that we entrust with our seniors and
di sabl ed, those in need of care, with an incentive to go
beyond the standards, which prior to this tinme, have been
basically set by governnment regulators comng in and doing
surveys a couple of tinmes a year. |t encourages ongoi ng,
striving to inprove the quality of care. And | would just
sinply ask for an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cross."

Cross: "WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "The Sponsor yields."

Cross: "Representative, |ooking through our file, it appears that

DHS and the Departnent of Public Health are both opposed to

this Bill, at least at one tinme they were. To the best of
your know edge, are they still opposed?”
Mautino: "They're currently still opposed to the Bill. One of

the questions, which was brought up there, was about the
anount of the appropriation. And | believe that in the new
budget, there's about $70 mllion increase for long term
care. So, | think the noney can be found. A second thing
that was brought up, is there was a programprior to this
called QU P, which basically gave incentives or added..

added bonuses to long termcare providers that would go

forwmard and do other progranms, but it was nuch nore
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Cr oss:

subjective. You could actually receive incentive dollars
if you wallpapered the bathroom whereas, this one uses
standards that are set forward by the University of
W sconsin, and they're nationally recognized. Little bit
easier to track."

"I... Frank, | apologize. l'"'m not sure... M next
question, nmaybe vyou just tried to answer this, and it's a
little difficult to hear. The other concern, not only from

t he nonetary standpoint... was what..."

Mautino: "Okay, the other one... The other second concern, and

Cr oss:

apol ogize, the noise in the chanber is a little bit |oud
today. But, the other concern was, how do you follow and
track? That's one of the bet... track. Wuo is qualifying?
Wio is neeting the standards? That's the nice thing about
using a Q Program is that you have actual, quantifiable
standards, and this is nationally recognized. It was
desi gned by the University of Wsconsin. So, now you can,
i nst ead of j udgi ng cosnetic changes or being very
subjective as we were in the past, you have data that we
can go ahead and wuse for meking life better for those
patients who will be there through the end of their lives."
"So, but... but I'mstill... Frank, there's still... |
think the biggest concernis... and | think maybe you tried
to address it. VWhat is the definition of a "nationally
recogni zed i nprovenent programi? |Is there... 1is there..
is there a concern, because you haven't defined that in

your Bill? O | guess..."

Maut i no: "Well..."

Cr oss:

there is a concern. How do you handl e that?"

Mautino: "Okay, sure. The... This one here, as a matter of fact,

is... Congress mandated the use of standardized assessnent

instrunents, which were RAls for the facilities. And then
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they would have to go and be approved before the Health
Care Financing Adm nistration, otherw se know as HCFA. So,

the program that was developed by the University of

Wsconsin is accredited. So, | would have to say, there
are... there are standards inside that... inside the
programitself. And | believe that that's... that's the

guestion that we had in Commttee. So, we would be using
only a programlike this one, which has been accredited and

has objective standards.™

Cross: "CGoing back to the noney a second, Frank. | don't know
that... and | can't speak for everybody on this side of the
aisle, | don't knowif people have any concerns with it.
But | do think there's sone... There mght be sonme w sdom

at least waiting awhile to see if we could determ ne the
fiscal inpact to this Bill. And | know you... W all have
only... W have three Bills that we can nove. | just
wonder if there's a way..."

Mautino: "Actually..."

Cross: "Do you have any idea what the cost of this would be?"
Mautino: "Pardon ne? | didn't hear ya. \Wat?"
Cross: "No one seens to know what the fiscal inpact is."

Maut i no: "Ch."

Cross: "W know that, for instance, that Representative Franks
Bill is gonna cost a billion dollars.™

Mautino: "It is getting close to election tinme. Understood."

Cross: "Jack's, the one... that pharmaceutical Bill, the billion

dollar Bill by Jack Franks. But we don't know what your

Bill's gonna cost..."
Mautino: "Actually, we do..."
Cross: "...and | think we'd just like to know. "
Mautino: "... because it was stated by the Departnent of Public

Aid and Human Services. They were in agreenent wth the
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nunbers presented at Commttee. |If we use the 50¢ per day
on all the beds throughout that are occupied, if every

nursing honme were to put in this system it would cost $11
mllion. The reality is that between 10 and 20% wll
probably make the investnent for the conputerized system
and dat abases, and with that, your cost goes to $3 million,
which is what the departnent agreed to in Conmttee. Now,
if you take a look, that is 50%rei nbursable. That is why,
in my opening statenent, | said the cost of this program
to the State of Illinois, would be between 1 mllion and
1.5 mllion, and that was agreed to and concurred with by
the Departnent in Conmttee yesterday. So, we do know t hat
the cost range is gonna be there. | would like to see nore
utilization, but the reality is, 10 to 20% of t he
facilities out there wll go ahead and nmake the investnent

for the software and dat abases that run this system"”

Cross: "But, you can say it without any hesitation, that your
Bill will not cost $1 billion |like Representative Franks'?"
Mautino: "Ch, | can say w thout any hesitation.”

Cross: "Al right."

Mautino: "As a fact, it's..."

Cross: "Thank you."

Mautino: "I'm kind of proud of the Sponsors up there. This is a
bi partisan Bill. W have Representative Mtchell..."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Mautino."

Mautino: "...and Lyons."

Speaker Madigan: "M . Mautino."

Mautino: "They're joining with us."

Mautino: "Yeah."

Speaker Madigan: "I think we're ready for a Roll Call.™

Mautino: "Cool. Ckay."

Speaker Madigan: "So, those in favor signify by voting 'yes';
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those opposed by voting 'no'. Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wsh? The
Clerk shall take the record. On this question, there are
114 people voting 'yes', 0 voting '"no'. This Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby declared

passed. House Bill 3476. Representative Julie Curry. M.
Clerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3476, a Bill for an Act anending the

Curry:

Speaker

Tur ner,

Mot or Fuel Tax Law. Third Reading of this House Bill."
"Thank you, M. Speaker, Menbers of the House. House Bil
3476 is a rather sinple Bill. It anends the Mdtor Fuel Tax
Law to allow pedestrian crossings to be funded under the
Grade Crossing Protection Fund. This issue was brought to
my attention |ast year when a community in ny district in
the southwest corner of Chanpaign County, which has
railroad crossings going east and west through their
community and north and south, where trains were bl ocking
the crossings for nore than thirty mnutes at a tine in the
nor ni ngs, and children were unable to get to the schools in
which they went to school at there. And they were
literally taking their bikes and going under the trains to
get across the tracks. Wen we found out how expensive it
woul d be to install pedestrian crossings either over the
tracks or under the tracks, we quickly found out that it
woul d be financially unfeasible for communities to be able
to afford this, and we also found out through the I.C. C
t hat pedestrian crossings were not included in the road
grade... or Grade Crossing Protection Fund. So this sinply
adds pedestrian crossings to that Programto be funded, and
|"d ask that this Body support that. Thank you."

Madi gan: "M . John Turner."

J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"
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Speaker Madi gan: "The Sponsor yields."

Turner, J.: "Representative, it's hard to hear everything that
you said, but is there a fornula for how nuch noney vyou're
going to be taking fromthe Road Fund for the inprovenents
you' re tal king about, or is it a percentage? Could vyou
expl ai n that?"

Curry: "The Illinois Comrerce Comm ssion is set by, | believe by
rule, the anount of noney that they use fromthat Fund to
fund crossing upgrades. And | was told yesterday that it
was $9 million, but at some points in tine they have
exceeded that anount.”

Turner, J.: "Al right. Some of the staff over here seemto
recall, you said you would anend this and nade that pledge
in Conmmttee before you brought it to Third Readi ng."

Curry: "l don't think that that's true."

Turner, J.: "1 don't know, obviously, | wasn't on the Commttee."

Curry: "No, | don't think that's true."

Turner, J.: "Is that incorrect?"
Curry: "That's incorrect."”
Turner, J.: "Ckay, well, | won't further broach that subject

then. So how much noney is coming out of the Road Fund
that would have otherw se been there that's going for the

i nprovenent that you're tal king about in your Bill? Was it

9 billion or 9 mllion? | couldn't hear what you said."
Curry: "I thought it was 9 mllion."
Turner, J.: "Nine mllion dollars in total? Now, is that on an

annual basis or is that..."

Curry: "It's a nonthly basis."”

Turner, J.: "...just a one shot deal ?"

Curry: "It's a nonthly basis, | think."

Turner, J.: "Excuse nme?"

Curry: "I think 1 was told by the Conmerce Conm ssion, that it
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was on a nonthly basis. ... I..."

Turner, J.: "All right, Representative."

Curry: "You know what, 1'd have to clarify that."

Turner, J.: "Well, that concerns ne then so..."

Curry: "1'd have to clarify that for you, Representative Turner.

| can't answer one way or another."

Turner, J.: "Well, we both come from sonewhat rural districts,
perhaps nme nore than you, but pretty rural. |"m curious,
if infact, it is correct that $9 mllion a nonth is gonna
be taken fromthe Road Fund, does that not give you sone
concern? About the..."

Curry: "It's already being done right now Wat we're saying is
we want to include pedestrian crossings inthe... in this
Fund so that those funds can be allocated to build these
crossings. |It's already being done right now"

Turner, J.: "Well, if it's already being done, what's the purpose

of the Bill? That doesn't..."

Curry: "Pedestrian crossings..."
Turner, J.: "... ring correct to ne."
Curry: "... are not allowed to be funded as a part of the Gade

Crossing Protection Fund. Right now, only crossings that
have vehicl es going across are the ones that are upgraded.”

Turner, J.: "You're going to upgrade sonething or repair
sonmething now that is not being upgraded at this juncture,
right? | nmean, that's the purpose of the Bill?"

Curry: "Correct."

Turner, J.: "Okay, and that wll take a certain anount of noney,
correct?"

Curry: "Correct."

Turner, J.: "And the anount of noney that that will take is gonna
be, and we're guessing, 'cause | know you don't know, about

$9 mllion per nonth, correct?"
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Curry: "No. That's how nmuch is going in there right now for this
particul ar Program W have no idea what the problemis
out there with pedestrian crossings. All 1'm saying is
that this is not the only comunity, a rural conmunity

across the state, that experiences this kind of problem

Wth the increase in rail traffic across this state, there

are many communities, |like Tolono, that face this very sane
probl em "

Turner, J.: "Are there any opponents to the Bill?"

Curry: "Not that I'maware of."

Turner, J.: "Okay. Thank you, M. Speaker."

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Parke."

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Parke: "Representative, you've told the Body that it's $9 mllion
a nont h?"

Curry: "You know, Representative Parke, |'m going to have to
check on that. | talked to the I.C. C. today. At one point
intime, | was told that it was $9 mllion and then $9
mllion a nonth. So, | can't answer exactly what goes into

t hat Fund on an annual basis."
Parke: "Wuld you be kind enough to pull the Bill? | don't want
to vote on this until | understand what's going on."

Curry: "No, | don't think so at this point."

Parke: "Well, I'mnot going to vote for your Bill then."
Curry: "I don't think the anmount of noney in there..."
Parke: "Has a Fiscal Note been filed on this?"

Curry: "Wat?"
Parke: "Has a Fiscal Note been filed on this?"
Curry: "Not that I'maware of. Oobviously, | wouldn't be calling

it on a Third Reading if there were."
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Par ke:

Curry:

Par ke:
Curry:

Par ke:

Curry:

Par ke:

"Does this... Does this affect just your county or every
county in the state?"

"I think any Legislator that has a small rural community,
this affects. If they have a rail system goi ng through
their community, where that train is blocking crossings. |
don't think that Tolono is the only comunity that this
affects. Qbviously, there are many communities across the
state that would be able to benefit fromthe change in this
[ aw. "

"How nmuch is in the Road Fund now, Representative?"

"l don't know. Maybe your staff could help you."

“"Well, we're going to take $9 mllion a nonth, but we
don't know how nuch that is."

"No, we are already... Sir, we are already... W are
al ready funding this Program Al | want to do is add
pedestrian crossings to be one of the itens that could be
funded under the Program™

"Now | understand what you're trying to do. But if you do
this, you take certain nore noney out of the Road Fund; and
therefore, it may short sone other aspect and sone other
responsibility of the Road Fund. Now if you don't know
what the noney is that's involved, you ought not to ask us
to vote for this. Now, | want sonme answers. And if you're

not going to give us answers, then you should pull the

Bill, get your information, and share it with us next week.
There's no rush to pass this through; it's only a
responsi ble approach. | nmean, | don't knowif this sets a

precedent. Tonorrow, there may be sonebody el se saying, 'l
think this is a good idea to take noney out of the Road
Fund. ' You know, in addition, | don't know how this
affects upstate. You keep saying rural. Wll, we pay a

tremendous anmount of noney into the Road Fund, upstate. W
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Curry:

Par ke:
Curry:
Par ke:

Curry:

Par ke:

Curry:
Par ke:
Curry:

Par ke:
Curry:
Par ke:

Curry:

Par ke:

pay the mjority of +the noney going into the Road Fund
from.. fromupstate. So, | don't know what this does,
because tonmorrow we may have to conme back and ask for nore
tax revenue to go in the Road Fund."

"You know, Representative Parke, this has to do wth the
II'linois Comrerce Conmm ssion and not | DOT and not the Road
Fund. It's the G ade Crossing Protection Fund. It's a
Fund that we have already established. Al |I want to do is
add pedestrian crossings to that part of the legislation in
the law. Now, if you don't think that protecting children
and making sure that they have a safe way to cross a
railroad track isn't inportant, then don't vote for the
Bill."

"That is not the point."

"But | think, |I happen to believe..."

"Don't go telling me... Don't tell ne..."

"...that the majority of the Menmbers, that the majority of
t he Menbers of this House..."

“...that that's the only reason | would vote 'no' on this
Bill."

"...believe that this is an inportant Bill."

"Don't tell nme that |I'm not concerned about children.™

"It passed out of Conmttee."

"I am concerned about children, but |I'm also concerned
about the taxpayers of this state.™

"You' re concerned about..."

"...and the people that pay into the Road Fund."

"...the children in your district, and you don't care
about the children in ny district. | happen to."

"That is alie, that is alie, that is alie. Do not say
that on the floor of the House of Representatives. That is

not true. | amasking for just basic information so that |
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Curry:
Par ke:
Curry:
Par ke:

Curry:

Par ke:

Speaker

Par ke:

Speaker
Crotty:

have an intelligent vote on this Bill. The Body ought to
have that information. Now, don't go telling ne what | am
concerned about and what |'m not concerned about. | need
to know how nmuch noney is comng out of the Road Fund.
That's not unreasonable."”

"It's not com ng out of the Road Fund."

"Yes, you said it was."

"One nore tine, Sir..."

"Who pays for this?"

"It comes out of the Grade Crossing Protection Fund that
is funded through the Illinois Conmerce Conm ssion."

"M . Speaker, to the Bill."

Madi gan: "M . Parke."

"I  resent anybody inplying ny notivations are not in
concern of children. Every Menber of this General Assenbly
has that same concern. And | resent the inplications of
any Menber of this Body saying that. Wat we need to do is
that she does not understand that the noney cones out of

t axpayer paynments. She wants to expand what can be taken

out . She cannot tell the Body how much noney that is.
Therefore, the Bill ought not to be passed. Ladies and
CGentl enen, | understand what she's trying to achieve, and |

think it's worthwhile. But | need to know what that neans
to the overall Road Fund. | need to know what that neans
to t he overall Fund that she wants to expand the
responsibility for. And until she can provide t hat
information, | think it's irresponsible for her to ask the
Body to vote for it. | intend to vote 'no.""

Madi gan: "Representative Crotty."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. | rise in strong support of
your Bill, Representative Curry, because also in ny area,

and | know the area right next to nme, the two of us

34


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

93rd Legi sl ative Day February 10, 2000

Speaker
Moor e:
Speaker
Moor e:

Curry:
Moor e:
Curry:
Moor e:
Curry:

Moor e:
Curry:
Moor e:

Curry:

Moor e:

Representatives have net numerous tinmes with the very sane
issue. And that is trains blocking intersections where
students have, in fact, clinbed between the railcars or
gone under the railcars. So, | want to definitely tell you
t hank you very nmuch for finding an area in which we can
fund this program and | ook forward to working with you

on this and any other projects for the safety of children.

Thanks. "

Madi gan: "Representative Andrea Moore."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Madi gan: " Sponsor yields."

"Representative, |'m not standing up to be in opposition
of your Bill, but I do want to understand. This is the

Grade Crossing Protection Fund.™

“Correct."

"And this cones from MFT noney. "

"Correct. Wich is admnistered..."

"This is part of the Railroad Safety Progranf?

"It's a Gade Crossing Protection Fund that's adm nistered
through the Illinois Conmerce Conm ssion.”

"But it's part of the Railroad Safety Progranf”

"Ri ght."

"Now, here's what ny question is. They're not allow ng

this | anguage that you have for the pedestrian crossings.
Do they spend the entire fund every year?"

"They spend actually, Representative, what |'ve been told,
t hey spend nore. They have... they have, by rule,

establ i shed sonewhat of a guideline in terms of how much

they' Il spend. But they have actually spent nore to
upgrade crossings in the recent years throughout Illinois."
"Well then, ny questionis, if... Do they prioritize on

the basis of safety how they' re going to disperse this
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nmoney?"

Curry: "Yes."

Moore: "And so, if you are talking about a protection... a

Curry:

Moor e:

Curry:

Moor e:
Curry:

pedestrian crossway, how do you think this is going to
conpete with dangerous intersections that cross highways
with cars full of people?"

"Well, obviously, | would hope that they would prioritize
all of the crossings and try to determine which are the
nmost hazardous. And obviously, we have sone areas, like in
my comunity which | just outlined, where again, children
are taking their bikes underneath these trains to get to
school everyday. | think that that's pretty hazardous and
pretty serious. You know. .."

"But, admttedly, it mght not, in the schene of dangerous
intersections, it mght not warrant a |arge expenditure.
These are expensive itens to fix. |If you are doing an
under pass or sone kind of an overpass for a railroad, they
are extrenely expensive, which is why | presune they spend
all their noney."

"Well, what |'ve been told in the community that we're
| ooking at putting a pedestrian crossing underneath the
tracks, that one of these crossings could cost up to $200
t housand. W' ve already had engi neers give us estimtes on
that. "

"And how much was that, Representative?"

"Two hundred thousand dollars for a pedestrian crossing to
go underneath the railroad tracks, what we're talking
about. (Qbviously, when you get nore than one or two
tracks, it's going to be nore expensive. And | think
they're just going to have to prioritize and establish
rules, like they always do when we pass things |like this,

as to what will be funded and what won't."
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Moor e:

Curry:

Moor e:

Curry:

Moor e:

Speaker

"And did the Commerce Comm ssion give an opinion on your
Bill?"

"Actually, it was the Commerce Conm ssion at a neeting
that | had this past sunmer that suggested this |legislative
change. "

"They said, 'W need this change', or t hey sai d,
'Representative, you can't have your crossing wthout a
change. "' ?"

"When we were tal king about how to resolve the situation
in Tolono, they said that the only way that the community
could receive any noney was for this |egislative change.
They also indicated to nme that this Fund has had, because
of Illinois First, has additional noney in it right now"

"Thank you, Representative, for answering ny questions.
To the Bill. | can appreciate why it mght be very
difficult when there is a crossing for pedestrians. Thi s
is alot of noney for a small district, but it's a very big
st at e. And when this fund is depleted annually, and
therefore good reason, | do not think it will be helpful to
add another area of responsibility to an already depleted
fund. So, | would respectfully vote 'no'."

Madi gan: "M . Ganberg."”

Granberg: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the

House. There were sone remarks nmade earlier, | think, that
m ght of left the wong inpression in the Menbers' m nds.
First of all, this does not increase the funding. There is
no additional Road Fund nonies going into this. This is
out of the Grade Crossing Protection Fund, which all of wus
know is used to inprove railroad crossings, safety issues,
those types of things. It allows that to be wused for
wal kways, ostensibly to be used for children. So, you can

create a wal kway over a railroad in case it's in close
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proximty to a school. That's all this does. Now, | know
there are a nunber of us, Representative Parke included,
we' ve al ways been staunch protectors of the Road Fund. And
we wll always remain staunch protectors of the Road Fund,
because those who pay those notor fuel taxes deserve to
have those funds go into the Road Fund. In fact,
Representative, back in 1995, a Bill passed this chanber,
when you were in the Majority, that illegally diverted road

funds to the tune of $15, 000, 000, because | filed a | awsuit

and we had the | aw declared unconstitutional. This does
not, in any way, expand... use additional nonies from the
Road Fund. It sinply allows nonies fromthe G ade Crossing

Protection Fund to be used for children safety issues in
close proximty to a railroad. | think that's very fair
| don't see anything wong with that. And we, |ike you,

wi |l always protect the Road Fund. This protects the Road

Fund. It's a good Bill, and | would urge your support."”
Speaker Madigan: "M. Tim Johnson."
Johnson, Tim "l nove the previous question.”
Speaker Madi gan: "Wl |, \V/ g Johnson, in light of sone
devel opnents earlier today, |I'mnot sure we ought to nobve

Bost :

Speaker

Bost :

forward with that, unless M. Black were here, why we m ght
be able to get his inprimatur on sonething like that. Wy
don't we recognize M. Bost, who's been seeking recognition
for awhile?"

"Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Madi gan: " The Sponsor yields."

"l just have sone real serious questions for +the sinple
fact, 1've got many crossings right now, and | understand
t he Fund, | understand how the Fund worKks. But, | have
many crossings right nowin ny district that are dangerous,

not only to children while trying to cross over, but while
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Curry:

Bost :

Curry:

Bost :

Curry:

these children are riding with their parents to cross over
in acar. And we can't get those funds to put those grade
crossings in. By doing this, am| then saying, 'Ckay, |'m
going to send that to sonebody else's district and not get
t hose grade crossings covered in ny district."? That's ny
concern."

"Representative Bost, | don't know what communities those
are, but | do know that there's a $30 mnillion surplus in
that Fund. So, if you have sonme communities where the
crossings haven't been funded for an upgrade, you know, |
don't know how to answer the question as to why they
haven't been upgraded. But we put... we've put additional
money in this Fund, you know that, over the |ast year.
There's a surplus in this Fund. I"'m just trying to do

what's right for the constituents in ny district, but |

also think that this Bill is going to help your district,
too."
"And | understand, you know, | understand your intentions

are good. But | do have a lot of crossings in ny district,
and you know you said this is for the rural areas that are
not gated at this tinme. 1've got one crossing | can think
of that is just off the edge of a Little League ball park.
And | begged and pleaded to... Let's get sonething done,
and we've worked and tried to get it done. But the funds
aren't available, or we're sending these funds other
pl aces. "

"l don't know who's telling you the funds aren't
avai l able, but they're there. So, | don't know if... |
don't know how they're judging, you know, what criteria
they're using to judge that crossing."

"Ckay. "

"l understand what you're saying, but | also happen to
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Bost :

Curry:

Bost :

Curry:

know that Tolono is not the only community in the State of
II'linois where you got railroads going north and south and
east and west and cutting up the town |Iike that and where
these railroads, they're keeping their cars on the tracks
for, you know, the allotted tinme by state lawis ten
m nutes, and we know they're staying there | onger. So,
it's stopping the ability for fire protection vehicles to
get across. But, you know, in this instance, and we're
working on that part, in this comunity, but in this
instance the kids can't get across the track. They can't
get to the other side of town where the school's at. And |
don't think Tolono is the only community that has this
probl em"

"And | understand what you're saying, Representative, but
kids are endangered in other areas, too, when those
crossings are not put in."

"I understand that."

"And ny only fear is, we're going to go in and we're goi ng
to build this tunnel or this overpass for this crossing and
all ow those children to be protected, while other children
are not protected in other areas."”

"Well, this Fund is going to... wth the change in this
law, all communities can apply for the same thing. I t
doesn't just say that the Village of Tolono is the only one
that can take advantage of this. Any conmunity across the
state that neets the criteria by 1.C C standards and
guidelines wll be able to apply for the noney. And it's
there, you know, and it's not totally funded by the 1.C C
It's only a certain percentage and the | ocal community has
to come up with the rest. But, you know and | know t hat we
have small communities all across this state... couple

hundred thousand dollars out of their city budget when

40


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF I LLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

93rd Legi sl ative Day February 10, 2000
they're trying to figure out howto fix their water and
sewer system is really expensive. W know that. And al
|"'mtrying to do is provide a nechanism whereby this
purpose, this project, could be funded."

Bost: "M. Speaker, to the Bill."

Speaker Madigan: "M . Bost."

Bost: "I respect what the Representative is trying to do. |'m
gonna watch it very closely. | don't know how I'mgoing to
vote on this, because | feel like in one instance, we're
saying that... that we want these crossings because we do
want to have the children safe. | Dbelieve that. But |
also know that there's many crossings in this state that
have not been taken care of, even for gated... for
autonobiles yet. And because of that, children are in
danger there as well. And |'m concerned about the fact
that maybe this m ght focus off to sonebody else's area
besi des m ne. And, Representative, | understand what

you're trying to do, but I'"'mnot sure this is going to help

us all."
Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Brunsvold."
Brunsvol d: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | stand in support of this

| egislation. Twenty-eight mllion dollars a year goes into

the Protection Fund. Cones out of notor fuel tax nonies

and it wll cone out of there... It canme out of there
yesterday, it came out of there today, and it'll come out
of there tonorrow, and this Bill has nothing at all to do

with that. There's 35 mllion extra dollars in this Fund
right now. The Lady is trying to add anot her provision on

wal kways, which has to be approved by the Comrer ce

Comm ssi on. M. Bost has a problem then he needs to talk
to the Cormerce Conm ssion about getting sonme... getting
this Bill passed and getting this noney fromthis... from
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Speaker

Ryder :

the fund into a crossing that's dangerous in his district.
And the Commerce Commssion wll look at that and can

approve that. This should not be even a controversial

Bill. | talked to the Railroad Associations; they're for
this Bill and they support it and said it was really in
their ternms, not controversial at all. So, | think we need

to support the Lady and her Bill."

Madi gan: "M . Ryder."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill. Wile | appreciate
the Lady's attenpt to solve a single problemthat may be in
her district or near her district, |I would suggest that
proposing statewi de legislation for that problem is the
wrong approach. If you' ve got a problemthat needs that
kind of attention, let's look at |Illinois First. Let's
attenpt a Menber initiative. Let's try to solve the problem
appropriately. What you're doing, however, is taking a

very large fund that is not solving all of the problens of

the State of |Illinois and saying we're going to add nore
problens to that list. | have unmarked railroad crossings
in my district. They need at least a light that warns

them |In sone cases, they need a gate. But at this point,
| have to tell those folks, 'You can't do that. | can't
get that done, because sonebody el se, sone place el se needs
a wal kway, needs a crossing.' | understand the argunent
that there's a certain amunt of noney in that Fund. I
understand that we're not diverting that Fund. W are,
however, dissipating that Fund by addi ng addi ti onal
responsi bilities. W are putting ny waiting list even
| oner, making it even | onger and making the people that are
concerned about a railroad crossing being safe wait nore
time because sonebody else wants a wal kway in their area.

You want a problemthat's in your district solved, let's
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solve those wth Menber initiatives, noney fromlllinois
First. Let's not make the people fromthe districts that

need the railroad crossings inproved for safety have to

wait any longer. |It's a good idea, a bad approach; the
Bill isn'"t appropriate. | suggest you vote 'no'."

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Skinner."

Skinner: "Representative Ryder nade a very good case for voting
against this Bill. | agree with him This is a good idea,

Speaker

Wai t:

Curry:

but we do not have infinite noney available in the Gade
Crossing Protection Fund. | would suggest to those of you
in the six county area that are as in dread as | am of
train whistles and horns starting to blow 24 hours a day in
the six county area, two years fromnow, that that will be
your highest priority. It will not be a pedestrian

overpass; it wll be putting extra gates in to get the F..

the Federal Railroad Adm nistration off our backs. | woul d
also like to point out that the I11inois Commrer ce
Commission is not in favor of this. The Illinois Comerce

Conmi ssion is neutral ."

Madi gan: "M . Wait."
"Thank you, M. Speaker. Representative Curry, | have a
guestion. In Conmttee there, it was ny understandi ng that
we asked you if there should be a cap put on it, because we
were afraid the Fund would be exhausted, you know, for
pedestrian crossings. Do you think there should be a cap
put on? Didn't you sense that? There was a sense of the
Commttee that we were afraid that too nuch noney was goi ng
to be siphoned of f?"

"Representative Wiit, | think I'd like to make a
clarification on what the law says and what this
| egi slation does. Right now, the law says that $2.25

mllion can go into this Fund for the Railway Safety
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Curry:

Protection Fund. And the first thing that has to be funded
out of this programis the upgrade of railroad crossings.
That doesn't have anything to do wth the pedestrian
crossings. All those are priorities before we even get to
pedestrian crossings. And after we've spent the noney to
upgrade all the necessary <crossings that have to be
upgraded, that are priorities, then ny legislation says,
"Then pedestrian crossings can be funded out of this
Program' | apol ogize for not making that clear before.
But t he upgrade of these <crossings, these railroad
crossings, vehicular crossings are a nunber one priority.
Qobviously, they're a wpriority for ne. M other concern,
and again, this is not the only comunity that faces this
problem So we have children whose safety is at risk. And
to ask that pedestrian crossings be added to this Program
a Program again, that has a $30 mllion surplus through
II'linois First, that we should take advantage of it nowif
there's extra noney available to do these kinds of things.
But vehi cul ar crossings are the nunber one priority that's
inthis legislation, that's already in law. So that's not

necessary for us to set a specific percentage of the Fund."

"But |I'msure we have a nunber of backlogs, |ike you heard
t he col |l eagues say here, and they're on that backl og. So
really, if you try to take care of the backlog before that
we woul d do...the pedestrian, | don't think we would ever
get to pedestrian. The way | undertook when we were

tal ki ng about a percentage, would be, naybe you would say
the nost we'd spend is five or ten percent of the Fund on
pedestrian crossings. That was not your understandi ng?"
"That was raised, Sir, but |I don't, you know, we never got
to a point where we felt that that was necessary, since

there's already |anguage in the law that limts the anount
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Wai t:

Speaker

for the whole program And the fact that only the
remai nder of what's in the Fund at the end of the vyear
could be wused for the pedestrian crossings. | think that
takes care of your concerns. That if there are sone
crossings out there that have not been upgraded, for
what ever reasons, | nean, | don't know because | don't know
how many crossings are out there right now where
communities are requesting funding for such things, but the
I.C.C. is not going to put pedestrian crossings above
these. W just want this included in the programfor those

extra funds that are there so we can take advantage of it."

"To the Bill, M. Speaker. Until we answer this question
on the percentages that would be used for it, | guess |
woul d have sone serious reservation, because |'m afraid

we're going to shift too nuch to pedestrian crossings, as
opposed to the vehicle crossings. And | think | would |ike
to have this addressed before I'mwlling to support it.
Thank you."

Madi gan: "Representative Miulligan."

Mul I'i gan: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker

Madi gan: " Sponsor yields."

Mul I'i gan: "Representative, | didn't hear at the beginning, how

Curry:

much nmoney do you think is in this Fund?"
"State law right now allocates 2.25 mllion dollars... 2.2

mllion dollars."”

Mul l'igan: "A nonth."

Curry:

"A nonth. A nonth."

Mul l'igan: "And..."

Curry:

"A nonth."

Mul ligan: "A nonth into this Fund."

Curry:

"A nonth."

Mul ligan: "I were... In ny area where nost of the suburbs in the
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Northwest... Northwest Cook County going on up have the
Nort hwestern Line running, and the Northwestern Li ne
crosses in our downtown areas nmany roads that would be
considered state roads, there would be such a clanmor to use
this nmoney that I'msure it would be exhausted i medi ately.
And if you take the North Shore and sone of the other
suburbs our way where the M I waukee Road goes through that
goes through dowmmtown, you'd find that. Because | worked
in municipal developnent for awhile, and | can't tell you
how many comunities that we |ooked at putting in
overpasses at a great anount of cost. |'mnot sure that
what you're proposing would begin to cover what people in
our area would then start requesting out of this Fund. It
doesn't sound |like a totally bad idea; I just don't know
how conprehensive it is. And | can't see the noney, there
bei ng enough... | nean, our areas would probably apply for

this noney i medi ately."

Curry: "If, canl..."

Mul ligan: "All of it and nore."

Curry: "Rep..."

Mul I'i gan: " So, I mean, | don't know if we're going to
acconplish... But, there are a lot of... WlIl, because we
have a | ot of kids going across the road, | nean..."

Curry: "Representative Milligan, if there is a railroad crossing

that crosses a state highway, then a pedestrian crossing

can currently be funded. But | have crossings that don't

cross a state highway, and that's what | trying to do here.

So, if you have a crossing that crosses a state road, then

it can be... A pedestrian crossing can be funded under that
Programri ght now. "

Mul l'igan: "My concern is that right now with the noney that's

avai |l abl e, our communities don't apply for it because there
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still isn't enough because it's too expensive. So, | don't
see how this is going to cover it. That's all |I'm

Speaker
Curry:

Speaker

suggesting. "

Madi gan: "Representative Curry to close.™

"Thank you, M. Speaker. | would just ask for an 'aye'
vote. This is an inportant issue, just not for a comunity
in nmy legislative district, but for small comunities al
over the State of Illinois would be... benefit to this
change in the law. So |I'd ask for an 'aye' vote. Thank
you. "

Madi gan: "The Lady noves for the passage of the Bill
Those in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed by
voting 'no'. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who
w sh? The Cerk shall take the record. On this question,
there are 77 "ayes' and 36 'noes'. This Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby declared
passed. Representative Lindner, did you wish to call House

Bill 3548? M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3548, a Bill for an Act in relation to

Speaker

Li ndner

mental health. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Madi gan: "Representative Lindner."
:  "Yes, thank you, M. Speaker. This Bill arose out of a
Bill |ast year where there was a controversy anong a nunber

of groups, and those groups worked together for over a
year. Seventeen of them | won't read all the nanes, but
names as diverse as Equipped for Equality and State's
Att orneys and the Ofice of Mntal Health and the
Department of Human Services. And, we have been neeting
for a year in Chicago and devised this Mental Health Bill

The whole thrust really is to get treatnent to people in a
nore efficient manner wthout warehousing them And, it

gives a lot of ins... information to the substitute
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deci sion nmaker to allow people to use those advance health
care directives. This is a totally agreed Bill, except for
the GQ@uardian and Advocacy Conm ssion disagrees with one
Section of the Bill on continuances. Despite this, it did
pass unani nously out of the Mental Health Commttee, and I
woul d ask for an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Lang."

Lang: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and GCentlenen. | really
just want to rise and comrend the Sponsor. This is a very
contentious piece of |legislation. A year ago, she worked
long and hard wth, | think, over 20 advocates who were
di sagreeing on what direction this Bill should go. And
she's put a piece of |egislation together that makes a | ot
of sense to ne. | would recommend your support."”

Speaker Madigan: "M. Parke."

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "The Sponsor yields."

Parke: "What... what wong are you trying to correct wth this?
VWat... what... |If we pass this legislation and nake it
public law, what will we do that we're not doi ng now?"

Li ndner: "We would make our nental health system nore efficient
and get treatnent to people faster. There's a provision in
the law that would allow the judge to have the treatnent
hearing after the commtnent hearing the same day, so
instead of two weeks later, so that a person wouldn't be

sitting there without nedication, wthout treatnent, and

wthout a plan. And also, if you recall, Representative,
we passed t he Ment al Heal t h Tr eat nent Pref erence
Declaration Act, | believe |ast year or the year before,

and this would give the sane information that the recipient
gets to a substitute decision maker if that recipient had

named a substitute decision maker."
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Par ke: "Sounds comrendable. Wy aren't they doing this now?"

Li ndner: "Wy is..."

Parke: "Way isn't the Departnment of Mental Health... or Human
Services doing this already?"

Li ndner: "I don't know. "

Parke: "WII this require..."

Li ndner: "Well, | think..."

Parke: "Say... Are you going to fine DHS if +they don't conply
or..."

Li ndner: " No. | mean, nost of all, | think that a |ot of people
have not been wusing these advanced nental health care
directives. And, | think this |egislation would encourage
that use. And as | said, it's really to get treatnent to

the person who needs it faster and get themout of the

institution and back into the community nental health

system "
Parke: "Do you know, does that require DHS to hire nore case
workers to expedite these prograns? | nean, if... If they

could do it now, they should be doing it. And if they're
not doing it, did they say in Commttee why they're not
doing this already?"

Lindner: "Well, they didn't testify in Commttee. But through
t he whol e process of |ooking at this Bill, it's not exactly
like it's DHS s fault. Sonetinmes the hearings don't take
pl ace. That's why there is a provision to have the
treatnment hearing after the conmtnment hearing on the sane
day. Because they can't, you know, get services to the
person if there isn't a treatnent plan."

Parke: "Well, who's in charge of having the hearings?"

Lindner: "Well, there are |lawers that can ask for continuances,
and that's sonetines why the hearings wouldn't be held.

And sonebody would bring a petition for commtnent or
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sonebody would have a voluntary comm tnent and have to get
treatment. But, in a voluntary commtnent, and that could
be the famly that would bring a petition or a friend or a

nunber... a doctor, a nunber of different people could

bring that petition.”

Parke: "How cone the Quardi an and Advocacy Conm ttee i s agai nst
t hi s?"

Li ndner: "They participated in the neetings, too. They were
there at all the neetings, and they have said they think
this is a good Bill, except for the one portion of the
Bill, and that is the Bill that does not allow nunerous

conti nuances. Before, the law was that any party could
request a continuance. And now, all parties can request, |
believe, it's a seven day continuance and for good causes,
set out in the Statute, there can be anot her seven days.
But there can't just be continuances after continuances.
And t hey are afraid that this wll affect their
representati on and naybe sone... at sonme tinme they won't

have enough attorneys."

Parke: "So, you're... you're expediting procedure. You're asking
for increase... increases in whether or not a continuance
can be done. But there's no fines and there's no
penal ti es. This is a... This is a 'may' rather than
"shall' for the nost part?"

Lindner: "No, if you want... If you... Do you want ne to read you

t he Conti nuance Section?"

Parke: "No. No, | don't want you to read it to ne."

Li ndner: "Okay, because | was gonna say..."

Parke: "But, I'mjust trying... I"'mjust trying to see what teeth
it has init. | nmeanit... It sounds..."

Lindner: "There is a shell..."

Parke: "It sounds commendabl e and it sounds nice. But, is it
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really doing anything? If it's all... | nmean, it sounds to
me like it's, vyou know, please do this. [It's gonna nake

things better for people who have nental health problens,
and we all want that."

Lindner: "Well, this is a court proceeding, Representative, and
it"'s in the Statute. And it says, you know, 'shall be
entitled to this, shall be entitled to that', and so, |
woul d assune that the judge would enforce the Statute.”

Par ke: "Ckay."

Speaker Madigan: "The question is, "Shall this Bill pass? Those
in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed by voting
'no'. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted wi sh? Have
all voted who wish? The Cerk shall take the record. On
this question, there are 114 people voting 'yes', 0 voting
'no’ . This Bill, having received a Constitutional
Majority, is hereby declared passed. M. MCarthy does not
wi sh to call House Bill 3944. M. Hoffman, do you wish to
call the Bill? The GCentleman does not wish to call the
Bill. Representative Andrea Mbore, do you wsh to cal

Senate Bill 1046? The Lady does not wish to call the Bill

M. Brunsvold, do you wish to call Senate Bill 563? The
Gent| eman does not wsh to call the Bill. M. MKeon, do
you wish to call your Bill? W're waiting. M. Ron
St ephens. "

St ephens: " Speaker, if we keep this up, we'll all be on the Aging

Comm ttee by definition."

Speaker Madigan: "The Chair is prepared to adjourn. Does anyone
have anything further to cone before the Body? M .
Maut i no. "

Mautino: "Thank you, M. Speaker. I'"d just I|ike to ask the
Menbers of the downstate caucus to neet in the rear of the

chanber imedi ately follow ng Session. Thank you."
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Speaker Madigan: "M. Tom Johnson."

Johnson, Tom "Yes, M. Speaker. Why are we continui ng these
Speci al Sessions? Wy don't we just end 'enf? Just adjourn
"em You keeping continuing these Perfunctory Special
Sessions that we all spent before Christmas down here for.
| mean, we're in Session. Wy do we need to clutter the
Cal endar wth extra paper and Sessions? Wy don't we just
get rid of 'enP"

Speaker Madigan: "M. Johnson, | believe it wuld require the
consent of the Senate."

Johnson, Tom "Well, why don't we | ead sonetines?”

Speaker Madi gan: "Because we..."

Johnson, Tom "Wiy do we always wait for the Senate?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Because we love it here. R ght, M. Johnson?"

Johnson, Tom "Yes. (kay."

Speaker Madi gan: "The Adjournnent Resol ution."”

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Joi nt Resol ution #56, of fered by
Representative Currie. 'BE |T RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF
THE NI NETY- FI RST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF | LLINO S,
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG HEREI N, that when
the two Houses adjourn on Thursday, February 10, 2000, the
Senat e stands adj ourned until Tuesday, February 15, 2000,
at 12 o' cl ock noon; and the House of Representatives stands

adj ourned until Tuesday, February 15, 2000, at one o' cl ock

p.m""

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Currie noves for the adoption of
t he Adj ournnent Resol ution. Those in favor say 'aye';
t hose opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it. The
Adj our nment Resol ution has been adopted. Representati ve

Currie noves that the House does stand adjourned until
Tuesday, February 15, 2000, at one p. m, provi di ng

perfunctory time for the Cerk. Those in favor say 'aye';
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t hose opposed say 'no'. The House does stand adjourned
unti | Tuesday, February 15, at one o'clock in the

afternoon, providing perfunctory time for the Cerk."
Clerk Rossi: "House Perfunctory Session wll cone to order

I ntroduction of Resolutions. House Resolution 576, offered
by Representative Del gado; House Resol ution 578, offered by
Representative Wol ard,; House Resol ution 580, offered by
Representative Crotty; and House Joint Resolution #48,
offered by Representative Currie... Representative HartKke,
are assigned to the Rules Commttee. Commttee Reports.
Representative Scott, Chairperson from the Comrmttee on
Urban Revitalization, to which the foll owi ng neasures were

referred, action taken on February 10, 2000, reported the

sane back with the following recomendations: "do pass
Short Debate' House Bill 3287 and House Bill 3485; 'do
pass Standard Debate' House Bill 3968. Representati ve

Howard Kenner, Chairperson from the Commttee on State
Governnment Administration, to which the followng neasure
was referred, action taken on February 9, 2000, reported
the same back with the foll ow ng recommendation: 'do pass
Short Debate' House Bill 3911. Representative G les,
Chairperson from the Commttee on Local Governnent, to
whi ch the follow ng neasures were referred, action taken on
February 9, 2000, reported the sane back with the foll ow ng
recomendations: 'do pass Short Debate' House Bill 3990;
' do pass as anmended Short Debate' House Bill 3223.
Representative Erwin, Chairperson from the Conmmttee on
Hi gher Education, to which the follow ng neasures were
referred, action taken on February 9, 2000, reported the
sane back wth the follow ng recomendation: 'do pass as
amended Short Debate' House Bill 3049 and House Bill 3831.

Representative Novak, Chairperson from the Commttee on
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Envi ronnment and Energy, to which the follow ng neasure was
referred, action taken on February 9, 2000, reported the
sanme back with the foll ow ng recommendation: 'do pass Short
Debate' House Bill 3558; 'do pass as anended Short Debate’
House Bill 3457; reconmends 'be adopted' Floor Anendnment #3
to Senate Bill 1046. Representative Joe Lyons, Chairperson
from the Commttee on Child Support Enforcenment, to which
the followng neasures were referred, action taken on
February 9, 2000, reported the sane back with the foll ow ng
recomendation: 'do pass Short Debate' House Bill 2979; 'do
pass as anended Short Debat e’ House Bill 3126.
Representative Gash, Chairperson from the Conmttee on
Judiciary Il1-Crimnal Law, to which the foll ow ng neasure
was referred, action taken on February 10, 2000, reported
the sanme back with the follow ng recommendation: 'do pass
Short Debate' House Bill 3111, House Bill 3880; 'do pass as
amended Short Debate' House Bill 3059, House Bill 3113 and
House Bill 3869. Corrected Comm ttee Report .
Representative Steve Davis, Chairperson fromthe Committee
on Constitutional Oficers, to which the foll ow ng neasure
was referred, action taken on February 10, 2000, reported
the same back with the follow ng reconmmendation: 'do pass
as anended Short Debate' House Bill 3293. Representati ve
Currie, Chairperson fromthe Commttee on Rules, to which
the followng neasures were referred, action taken on
February 9, 2000, reported the sane back with the foll ow ng
recomrendation: 'to the floor for consideration' House Bill
260 to the Order of Second Readi ng- Standard Debate. There
bei ng no further business, the House Perfunctory Session

st ands adj ourned. "
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