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Speaker

Rabbi

Madi gan: " The House shall conme to order. W shall be |led
in prayer today by Rabbi Jody Fortornic of the MHenry
County Jewi sh Congregation in Crystal Lake. The Rabbi is
the guest of Representative Franks. The guests in the
gallery may wish to rise and join us for the invocation and
the Pl edge of Allegiance.™
Fortornic: "There's an ancient Jew sh teaching that says
the followng: Wo is truly wise? A person who |earns from
all people. Wwo is truly heroic? One who conquers his/ her
own instincts. Wwo is honored? One who shows respect to
his or her peers. And who is truly wealthy? One who is
satisfied with his or her portionin life. Howinstructive
is this noral teaching, as we think today about what it
means to lead a life of public service. Wat the Rabbis
did was to create a paradoxical interpretation of severa
values as we commonly understand them These are w sdom
heroi sm honor and wealth. Wen nost people think about
these concepts, we associate themwth the glory that a
person can bring to him or herself. But this teaching
guides us to an wunderstanding that is nore communal and
| ess individual, that tells us that the glory of God
ultimately rests upon the person who works for the benefit
of others. Those who are truly successful at the task of
public service are those who have internalized the essence

of this profound Rebenic teaching. They are those who know

intuitively that we each have nmuch to learn fromall other
peopl e, regardless of their race, religion, economc
standi ng, age, gender, or politics. The nore we can

integrate the thoughts, feelings and perspectives of others
into our own experience, the wiser and nore profound wll
our own judgnents be. One who acts on behalf of the public

wel fare must so often place the greater good above his or
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her own needs and desires and even occasionally above those
of his or her constituency. And conprom se is sonetines
the greatest act of heroism The nost well-respected
person is often the one who is nost hunble, show ng
deference and honor to others and respecting the dignity of
all. And finally, a true |eader strives to be confortable
with his or her own station in life, striving always for
sel f-inprovenent and to nmake the world a better place, but
at the sane tinme, appreciating the blessings that God has
granted to himor to her. Only one who has found inner
peace and contentnent can effectively serve the needs of
others. Let us take these ancient words of wi sdominto our
hearts as this Legislative Session begins. May the spirit
of God rest upon this legislature today, as you seek to
br oaden your perspectives and to enrich your public
service."

Speaker Madigan: "W will be led in the Pledge of Allegiance by
Representati ve Tom Johnson."

Johnson, Tom - et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the
United States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it
stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and

justice for all."

Speaker Madi gan: " Rol | Call for Attendance, Representative
Currie.”
Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. Please let the record show that

Representative Mdrrow i s excused today."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Poe. M. Poe."

Poe: "M. Speaker, let the record show that all Republicans are
present today."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk, take the record. There being 117
Menmbers responding to the Attendance Roll Call, there is a

quorum present. M. derk."
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Clerk Rossi: "Commttee Reports. Representative Barbara Flynn
Currie, Chairperson fromthe Commttee on Rules, to which
the followng neasures were referred, action taken on
February 2, 2000, reported the sane back with the foll ow ng
recommendat i ons: "to the Floor for consideration' House
Joint Resolution #45, Floor Anendnent #2 to House Bil
29009, Fl oor Amendnent #1 to House Bill 3054, Floor
Amendnent #2 to House Bill 3205, and Fl oor Anendnent #1 to
House Bill 3315. Representative Wol ard, Chairperson from
the Commttee on Elenentary and Secondary Education, to
whi ch the foll ow ng neasures were referred, action taken on
February 2, 2000, reported the sane back with the foll ow ng
recommendation: 'do pass as anended Short Debate' House
Bill 2904; 'do pass Short Debate' House Bill 2977.
Representative Feigenholtz, Chairperson fromthe Commttee
on Human Services, to which the followng neasures were
referred, action taken on February 2, 2000, reported the
sane back with the foll ow ng recormendation: 'do pass as
anended’ House Bill 3271 and 'do pass Short Debate' House
Bill 3355. Representative Steve Davis, Chairperson from
the Committee on Constitutional Oficers, to which the
foll ow ng neasure was referred, action taken on February 2,
2000, reported the same back W th t he foll ow ng
recomendation: 'be adopted’ House Joint Resolution 40.
Represent ati ve Bugi el ski, Chairperson fromthe Comrmttee on
Financial Institutions, to which the follow ng neasure was
referred, action taken on February 1, 2000, reported the
sane back with the following recomendation: "do pass
Shor t Debat €' House Bill 3431. Representative Mary
Fl owers, Chairperson from the Commttee on Health Care
Avai l ability and Access, to which the foll ow ng neasure was

referred, action taken on February 1, 2000, reported the
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sanme back with the foll owm ng recommendation: 'do pass Short
Debate' House Bill 3201; 'do pass as anended Standard
Debate' House Bill 3117. Representative Jay Hoffman
Chai rperson fromthe Commttee on Transportation and Mbtor
Vehicles, to which the follow ng neasures were referred,

action taken on February 1, 2000, reported the sanme back

with the follow ng recommendation: 'do pass Short Debate’

House Bill 3053, House Bill 3420, House Bill 3476; 'do
pass, as anended, Short Debate' House Bill 3256.
Representative Vince Per si co, Chai r per son from the

Commttee on Electric Utility Deregulation, to which the
foll ow ng neasures were referred, action taken on February
2, 2000, reported the sanme back wth the follow ng
recomendation: 'do pass, as anended, Short Debate' House
Bill 3027. Representative Tom Dart, Chairperson fromthe
Comm ttee on Judiciary 1-Cvil Law, to which the follow ng
measures were referred, action taken February 2, 2000,
reported the sanme back with the following recomendation

‘do pass Short Debate' House Bill 3046. Suppl enental
Cal endar #1 is being distributed.™

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk, on the Order of Resolutions, there
appears HIR 45, Representative Currie. M. derk, read the
Resol ution."

Clerk Rossi: "House Joint Resolution #45, be it resolved... be it
resolved by the House of Representatives of the 91st
Ceneral Assenbly of the State of Illinois, the Senate
concurring herein, that the two Houses shall convene in
Joi nt Session on Wdnesday, February 2, 2000, at the hour
of 12:00 noon for the purpose of hearing his Excellency,
Governor George Ryan to present to the General Assenbly his
report on the condition of the state required by Article 5,

Section 13 of the Constitution of the State of Illinois and
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Speaker

to hear the Budget Message for Fiscal Year 2001 as required

by Chapter 15, Act 20/38 of the I1linois Conpi | ed
Statutes.”
Madi gan: "Representative Currie noves that the House does

adopt HIR 45. Those in favor say 'aye'; those opposed say
'no'. The 'ayes' have it. The Resolution is adopted. On

page 2 of the Calendar, on the Order of House Bills-Second

Readi ng, there appears House Bill 298. Representative
Fei genholtz, do you wsh to call your Bill? The Lady
i ndi cates she does not wish to call her Bill. House Bil

709, Representative Cowishaw. |s Representative Cow i shaw

in the chanber? Do you wish to call your Bill? The Lady

i ndi cates she does not wish to call her Bill. House Bil

1544, Representative Silva. |Is Representative Silva in the
chanber ? Representative Silva. The Lady indicates she
does not wsh to call her Bill. House Bill 29009,

Representative Julie Curry. Representative Julie Curry, do
you wsh to call your Bill? M. derk, what is the status

of the Bill?"

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 2909, the Bill has been read a second

Speaker

Curry:

time previously. Amrendnment  #1 was adopted in commttee.
Fl oor Amendnent #2, offered by Representative Julie Curry,

has been approved for consideration.™

Madi gan: "Representative Julie Curry on the Amendnent."”
"Thank you, M. Speaker, Menbers of the Body. Floor
Amendnent #2 to House Bill 2909 makes sonme technical

changes in the legislation that was originally discussed in
commttee. It does specifically three things. It provides
that the MIBE |abeling requirements applies only with
respect to notor fuel containing at |east 2% by volune of
MTBE. In the original Bill, it was 1% Secondly, the

Amendnent elimnates the requirenment that the MIBE | abel
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include a specific percentage of MIBE contained in the
notor fuel. This was originally in House Amendnent #1. So
it elimnates that specific percentage requirement. Third,
it provides a provision that expressly provides that this
| egislation does not require the owner or operator of the
retail station to test the fuel shipnment received in order
to determne the specific anmount of ethanol or MIBE. 1'd
be happy to answer any questions, M. Speaker."

Speaker Madigan: "The Lady noves for the adoption of t he
Amendnent. The Chair recognizes M. Black."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WI 1l the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker WMadi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Bl ack: "Yes, Representative, is it ny understanding the thrust of
your Anmendnent is to sinply answer sone of the concerns
expressed in commttee that we <could not specify a
percent age, because that percentage may fluctuate from week
to week or nmonth to nonth? And we don't want the
owner/operator to go out and say... have to put a sign on
today that says 6% MIBE, next week 4% the week after that,
1 1/2% So you're giving constructive notice that the fuel
cont ai ns or may contain MIBE, but elimnating that
requi renent that an absol ute percentage be posted. |s that
what the Amendnent does?”

Curry: "That's correct.™

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Jay Hoffman."

Hof fman: "WI Il the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Hof f man: " Representative, just so the Menbers of the conmttee
and everyone else knows, this now ensures the comm t nent

that you made in the commttee that there will just be, not
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a specific percentage on the punp regardi ng the contai nnent

of MIBE, but only that it <contains over a certain

percentage of MIBE. Is that correct?"
Curry: "That's correct, Representative Hoffman."
Hoffman: "1 stand in support of the Lady's Anendnent. | think

that this is an issue that we're going to see nmnuch nore
debate over as tinme goes on. Wat Representative Curry is
doing here is sonething that | think makes a | ot of sense.
What we're tal king about here is just a consuner protection
| abel, so the consuners of gasoline here in the state can
make an i nformed decision as to whether they want MIBE to
be wutilized in their cars. | stand in support of the
Lady' s Anrendnent."

Speaker Madigan: "The Lady noves for the adoption of t he
Amendnent . Those in favor say 'aye'; those opposed say
'no'. The 'ayes' have it. The Anendnent is adopted. Are
there any further Amendnments?"

Clerk Bolin: "No further Anendnents.”

Speaker Madigan: "Third Reading. Representative, do you wsh to
call your Bill? Do you wish to call your Bill? M. Cderk
read the Bill for a third tinme."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 2909, a Bill for an Act to anmend the
Motor Fuel and Petrol eum Standards Act. Third Readi ng of
this House Bill."

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Curry.”

Curry: "Thank you, M. Speaker. This legislation is what |
believe to be one of the nost inportant consuner rights

information Bills that will be before the Legislature this

Sessi on. It's also a very inportant environmental Bill

This Bill puts inline with aws that were passed nearly 15
years ago when we decided to regulate and | abel ethanol in
this state. Illinois is the |largest producer and consuner
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of ethanol in the nation. Wth the Phase 11 Ref or mul at ed

Gasoline Program that was passed by the U S EPA and

Federal Governnment back in 1990, Illinois nust conply wth
the Phase 11 requirenments beginning of January 1 of this
year in the nonattainnent areas. And that requirenent

includes allowng the fuel additive known as MIBE al | owed
to be mxed in fuel. This legislation sinply requires that
consuners of this state have the right to know what is in
the gasoline that they purchase. It puts in |line again,
specifically, the sanme requirenents that we place on
ethanol. |1'd be happy to answer any questions.”

Speaker Madi gan: "The Lady has noved for the passage of the Bill
Are there any questions? There being no questions, the
guestion is, 'Shall this Bill pass? Those in favor
signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed by voting 'no'.
This is a Third Reading Roll Call. This is a Third Reading
Roll Call. Pl ease record yourself. M. derk, take the
record. On this question, there are 116 people voting
'yes', 0 wvoting 'no'. This Bill, having received a
Constitutional WMyjority, is hereby declared passed. House
Bill 3009, M. Novak. Is M. Novak in the chanber? M.
Novak. House Bill 3054, Representative OBrien. Do you
wish to call your Bill? The Lady indicates she does not
wsh to call her Bill. House Bill 3205, M. Delgado. Do
you wish to call your Bill? The Gentlenman indicates he
does not wsh to call his Bill. House Bill 3315, M.
Del gado. M. Delgado, 3315. Do you wsh to call that
Bill? M. Delgado."

Del gado: "Yes, M. Speaker, | understand the Anendnent is on the
floor. We... Yes, and we should nove forward with it."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk, is there an Anmendnent approved by

the Rul es Committee?"
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Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 3315, the Bill has been read a second
time previously. No Commttee Anmendnents. Fl oor Amendnent
#1, offered by Representative Del gado, has been approved
for consideration.”

Speaker Madigan.: "M. Del gado."

Del gado: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House of
Representatives. 3315 is a Bill we had introduced in the
| ast Session, and | believe there were sone questions from
the other side of the aisle, and | do believe those
guestions have been answered. | would hope that that is
confirmed today. But this is the After School Program Bill
that would allocate dollars fromthe Illinois State Board

of Education to over 41 school districts in the State of

II'linois that would qualify for after school progranms. And

so at this point intime, | wuld ask for a positive 'aye'
vote."
Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman noves for the adoption of the

Amendnment. The Chair recognizes M. Black. M. Black."

Bl ack: "Yes, Yes, thank vyou, M. Speaker. WIIl the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Bl ack: "Representative, | do appreciate the fact that you gave ne
a copy of the Arendnent. W were able to have our staff
| ook at the Amendnent. | believe that we wll at sone
poi nt be supportive of your Bill; however, | feel conpelled
to say that we, on our side of the aisle, feel that we gave
you every consideration in commttee and hel ped get your
Bill to the floor based on your statenments that you would
anmend the Bill. And you' ve done so. You're a man of your
word. | appreciate that. But what transpired in commttee
on our side of the Bill when Rep... on our side of the

aisle when Representative Cowishaw had a Bill, a very
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conplex Bill I will admt, sonewhat controversial, we asked
for the sanme consideration. Let her Bill cone to the

floor; we wll hold it on Second Reading until we can get
an Anendnent. But we can't get an Amendnent, because the
II'linois H gh School Association, to this point, wll not
return our calls. And were running out of tinmne. So al
we're saying is we're going to withhold our support on the
Amendnent. | would urge ny Menbers on ny side of the aisle
to vote 'present’'. Al we want is a sinple consideration
for what our Menbers gave you in commttee and then what
your Menbers would not give our Menber in conmttee. And
that is the ability to nove a Bill, wth Representative
Cow i shaw s agreenent, that it wuld be held on Second
Reading. That's all we're after. And | hate to do this at
this point intinme. 1| don't think... Qur concerns aren't
based on the nmerit of your Bill. Qur concerns are sinply
based on what we consider to be unfair treatnment of our
side of the aisle when we acquiesced to a reasonable
request from you. If you care to respond, we'd certainly
like to listen.™

Del gado: "Representative, absolutely, Representative. | want to
just point out that all my dynamcs were in place in ny
Bill. This is for children and after school. | hope that
we won't use this particular circunstance..."

Speaker Madigan: "M . Delgado. The Chair woul d suggest that you
take this Bill out of the record at this tine."

Del gado: "That is nmy intention, M. Speaker."

Speaker Madi gan: "Good."

Del gado: "I just wanted to respond to his concern. And we wll
pull it out of the record at this point. But | would |ike
due consideration as to the dynamc."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk, take this Bill out of the record.

10
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On House Bill 3054. M. Cderk, what is the status of that
Bill?"

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 3054, a Bill for an Act to anend the
I1linois Public A d Code. Second Readi ng of this House
Bill. No Commttee Anendnents. Fl oor Amendnent #1,
offered by Representative o' Brien, has been approved for
consi deration."

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative O Brien."

O Brien: "Thank you, M. Speaker. House Anendnent #1 to House
Bill 3054 is technical in nature. All it does is it
elimnates the word, 'private' each and every tinme that it
appears in the overall Bill. And | would seek an 'aye'
vote."

Speaker Madigan: "The Lady has noved for the adoption of the
Amendnent . There being no discussion, the question is,
"Shal |l the Arendnent be adopted? Those in favor say
'yes'; those opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it. The
Amendnent is adopted. Are there any further Anmendnents?"

Clerk Bolin: "No further Amendnents.”

Speaker Madigan: "Third Reading. The Chair would ask the Menbers
to take their seats and for the staff to leave the floor.
The Chair would ask the Menbers to please take their seats.
Representati ve Wj ci k. Representati ve Wj ci k.
Representative W)jcik, could you please take your seat.
And could that Gentleman in the aisle please | eave the
floor. M. Black, would you take your seat, Sir. M.
Rut herford, would you please take your seat. M. Acevedo,
woul d you please sit domm. M. Pugh, retire to the rear of
the chanmber. If all guests would please take their seat.
Those w thout a seat, please |eave the chanber. Director
McDonough, woul d you please take a seat. All unauthorized

personnel wll leave the floor. The Regular Session wll

11


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

87th Legi sl ative Day February 2, 2000
stand in recess. The Chair recogni zes the Doorkeeper for
an announcenent. M. Doorkeeper."

Door keeper Crawford: "M . Speaker, The Honorabl e President Philip
and the Menbers of the Senate are at the door and seek
adm ssion to the chanber."

Speaker Madigan: "M . Doorkeeper, please admt the Honorable
Senators. As designated in House Joint Resolution #45, the
hour of 12:00 noon having arrived, the Joint Session of the
91st Ceneral Assenbly wll now cone to order. WII the
Menmbers of the House, our esteened guests fromthe Senate,
pl ease take their seats. M. Cerk, is a quorumof the
House present ?"

Clerk Rossi: "A quorum of the House is present.”

Speaker Madigan: "M. President, is a quorum of the Senate
present in this chanber?"

President Philip: "Thank you, M. Speaker. A quorum of the
Senate is present.”

Speaker Madi gan: "There being a quorum of the House and a quorum
of the Senate in attendance, this Joint Session 1is
convened. The Chair would like to acknow edge the presence
of certain dignitaries who have joined us today. |If the

Menmbers could please give their attention. First, we're

pl eased to have the Lieutenant Governor of Illinois,
Li eut enant Gover nor Corrine Wod, Corrine; the Attorney
CGener al of I11inois, M. Jim Ryan, Jim Ryan; the

Comptroller, M. Dan Hynes; the Treasurer, Judy Barr
Topi nka; t he Audi t or Ceneral , Bill Hol | and; t he
Superint endent of Education, Max M CGee; Governor's Chief of
Staff Bob Newtson; the Chair of the Illinois Arts Council,
Shirley Madigan; seated in the gallery, the First Lady of
II'linois, Lura Lynn Ryan. The Chair recognizes the

Majority Leader, Representative Currie.”

12
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Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker, | nove for the suspension of
appl i cabl e House rules, so that we can i mmedi ately consi der

t he adoption of Joint Session Resolution #3."

Speaker Madigan: "You've all heard the Lady's Motion. Al in
favor say 'aye'; all opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it
and the Mdtion is adopted. The Chair recognizes the

Majority Leader, Representative Currie.”

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. Wuld the Cerk read Joint Session
Resol ution #3."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk."

Clerk Rossi: "Joint Session Resolution #3, resolved that a
commttee of ten be appointed, five fromthe House by the
Speaker of the House and five from the Senate by the
President of the Senate, to await upon the Honorable
Governor of the State of Illinois and invite himto address

the Joint Assenbly.”

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Currie noves for the adoption of
the Resol ution. Those in favor signify by saying 'aye';
t hose opposed say 'no'. In the opinion of the Chair, the
‘ayes' have it. The Resolution is adopted. Pursuant to

the Resolution, the follow ng are appointed as committee to
escort the Governor. The Escort Committee from the House
shall be Representative Julie Hanbs, Representative Frank
Mauti no, Representative Coy Pugh, Representative Andrea
Moor e, Representative Skip Savi ano."

Pr esi dent Philip: "Senator Dan Cronin, Senator Judy Mers,
Senator Peter Roskam Senator Terry Link, Senator Ned
Mtchell."

Speaker Madigan: "WIIl the Commttee of Escort please convene at
the rear of the chanber and await H's Excellency, the
Gover nor. The Door keeper IS recogni zed for an

announcenent. M. Doorkeeper."

13
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Door keeper Crawford: "M . Speaker, the Honorable Governor of the
State of Illinois, George Ryan, and his party wsh to be
admtted to this chanber."

Speaker Madigan: "Admt the Honorable Governor."

Governor Ryan: "Thank you. Thank you very nuch. Thank you.
Very good. Thank you very much. Thank you. Speaker
Madi gan and President Philip, Justices of +the Suprene
Court, ny fellow Constitutional Oficers, and nmy partners
in the General Assenbly, our guests in the gallery, [|I'm
joined today by ny wife, ny son CGeorge, ny daughter Joanne,
my daughter Jeanette, ny son-in-law John and there weren't
any nore seats left to bring the rest of themin, so, but
the ones that are here, we welcone all of you here. Thank
you. You know | ast year when | canme to this chanber and
stood here, we had one of our fellow Constitutional
Oficers that was in trouble. Jimry Ryan had a tough
battl e agai nst cancer. | came in here today and |I'm
delighted to see he's got a full head of hair and he's
healthy as a bird. W're glad to have you back, Jinmy.
Thank you very much for that very, very warmwel cone; it's
greatly appreciated. It's always a pleasure for nme to cone
back to this House; it will always be ny hone. The days |

spent here will be forever in nmy nenory and the friendship

of this House will always be close to ny heart. W stand
here at the dawn of a new century and the State of Illinois
is strong. And just over a nonth ago for a day and a

ni ght, people and famlies all over the world gathered to
greet the new mllennium Renote corners of the world
pl aces that nost of us only read about were beaned into our
homes via the flick of the renote control. And in
countl ess honmes all over the world, people paused and

prayed and were filled with hope and joy for a better day

14
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and a new beginning. | believe we are at the crossroads,
and there are generations behind us and nonunental change
ahead of us. Let us think about what we do in terns of the
opportunities of the future. Let's renenber who we are
regul ar, ordinary people who have an awesone obligation. |
had the opportunity to see sone preinterview television
before the Super Bow |ast weekend. And they interviewed
the quarterback Kurt Warner, a fornmer stock boy at a
grocery store in lowa. And they asked himhowit felt and
he said, 'You know, |I'm just an ordinary guy wth an
extraordinary obligation to play in the Super Bow and to
win' And | think that pretty nmuch applies to all of us
her e. We're just regular, ordinary people who struggle
through life, good tines and bad, and we hope our Kkids grow
up okay. And we're lucky if we can find soneone to stand
by our side and hold our hand and walk through this
adventure called life. Mst of us, you and |, are just
regular, ordinary folks Iike Kurt Warner, who sonetines are
called wupon to do sone very inportant things. This is one
of those tines. One year ago, | stood before you and
asked that vyou join nme in a partnership to fashion a bold
plan to begin a new day for the people of Illinois.
Together we nade history. Wrking together, we enhanced
education for our children. W created thousands of |obs
for people. W provided for the public safety. e
i ncreased social services for those anong us in need, and
we invested in the largest public works program in
I1linois" history. And together we bal anced t he budget.
W made a difference. The people of this state wll live
better |ives because of what we acconplished and we did it
together. W can debate political action, and we can have

great discussions concerning political philosophy. But
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when a child is hungry, we nust provide food. Wen a

senior citizen's health care is needed, we nust provide it.

And when a woman is battered, we nust provide shelter. 1In
Scripture we read, 'Though | have faith, so that | could
nmove nountains, and have not charity, | amnothing.' Let

me say that any political party or any philosophy of
governnment that loses its heart, |oses its purpose for
exi stence. Last year, we had that purpose. Wen | asked
you to give ne your hand in partnership for the people, you
said, 'George, here is ny hand. | amwth you.'" You don't
know how inportant that was to ne, and fromthe bottom of
my heart | thank you. Most of you in this room Republicans
and Denocrats, are people |I've known and worked with for a
long tine. Some of you were here when | first came to
Springfield sone twenty-seven years ago, and others are
new. But | nmeant it when | started ny remarks today by
noting the special affection | feel for all of you and the
place | hold in ny heart for this House. Last week |
apol ogi zed to the people of Illinois about the events that
occurred in the Secretary of State's Ofice. It happened
on ny watch. It's ny responsibility and | accept it.
Today, | stand before you, ny partners in governnent, the
peopl e who know ne best, to convey to you that ny focus
remains clear and ny enthusiasmrenmains strong. And |'m
not going to let anything get in the way of nme being the
best Governor | can be for the people of this great state.
Thank you. Thank you very mnuch. Thank you. Thank you
very nuch. And wth your help, the business of Illinois
and our people wll proceed. But because of our
bi parti san cooperation that we had | ast year, our econony
is strong. Mre people are working in Illinois than ever

before. Crine rates continue to fall. The teen birth rate
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is at a lowest level in a decade. And the infant nortality
rate continues to drop. Fewer Illinois children grow up in
poverty today than they did a decade ago. And | can report
to you today that the outlook for |Illinois" future 1is
unlimted, and the state of this state is outstanding.
W're in great shape, thanks to you. Even wth that, we
still have a special burden, now nore than ever, to | ook
beyond today. To think beyond ourselves and to think about
what quality of life we'll give our children and to theirs.
We nmade education our nunber one priority. W agreed that
the basic educational devel opnent of our children and the
preparation of an internationally conpetitive workforce in
II'linois are the keys to success in the 21st Century. W
agreed to earmark 51% of all new revenues to schools and
job training. We fully funded categorical grants for the
first tinme in the history of |Illinois. We established
tougher teacher standards and denanded tougher standards
for students |earning, because our children nust be
prepared to conpete in a global econony. W nade our
schools safer to learn by providing $14 mllion to fund the
Attorney Ceneral JimRyan's Safe to School Initiative. e
will make sure that our schools are free fromcrine and
free fromgangs and free fromguns and free from drugs.
And | ask you to join nme in thanking JimRyan once again
for his help in the Safe Neighborhoods and the Schools
Act... Safe School Act. Again, acting together, we gave
parents throughout the state a greater choice in selecting
a school for their children. And we provided new
schol arshi p assistance for adult |earners. And we fully
funded our nmerit and veterans schol arship prograns for the
first tinme ever. Secondly, we wrked on a far-reaching

agenda for job creation and econom c expansion. And at the
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heart of that agenda was the EDCE tax credit. Qur efforts
have al ready begun to reap sone benefits. In the |ast
year, we worked with conpanies large and small on
i nvestnment projects to benefit the people of Illinois.
Those projects resulted in $4.4 billion in new private
investnments in Illinois and created or retai ned 61,000 jobs
in our state. Over 750 jobs at Solo Cup, the forner United
States Seals site in Chicago; 1,100 jobs at Uniforns To You
in Bedford Park; 2,300 jobs at Tellabs in Naperville; 1,000
jobs at MUMS in Pinckneyville; 1,200 jobs at Sprint PCS in
Bol i ngbrook; 900 jobs at MCI Wbrld Comin Rockford; and 550
jobs at Quaker Cats in Danville. Throughout IlIlinois, we
are putting people to work. And as we open the 21st
Century, the first buzz words to enter our culture have
been 'e-commerce' and 'the New Econony'. Terms that
reflect the on-going evolution of business as the world
mar ket pl ace keeps pace with technology. Illinois nust keep
pace wth technological advances so we can retain and
attract high tech firnms and the hi gh-paying jobs that they
create. Last year, we accelerated that pace by devoting
over 230 mllion to help expand all aspects of technol ogy
devel opment from concept to custoner. Together, we al so
expanded tourism pronotion | ast year, providing the |argest
touri sm pronotion budget in the nation to support our $21
billion industry in lllinois. And we took the first step
towards establishing the Abraham Lincoln Presi denti al

Li brary here in Springfield, the capstone of our efforts to

honor Illinois" nost fanous son. We expanded Illinois
exports through the creation of the Illinois Trade Ofice.
And we reestablished a presence for Illinois in critical
overseas markets by opening new Illinois trade offices
ar ound the world. And we expanded our horizons by
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traveling to Cuba on a humanitarian mssion to a nation
that has been <closed to Illinois farnmers and Illinois
busi nesses for 40 years. And you and | have enacted a five
year, $30 mllion programto assist distressed comunities.
And | want to thank Senator Em | Jones for his help wth
that program We did it |last Session. Last year, we said
that we woul d enbark on an historic effort to rebuild our
state's crunbling infrastructure, and we did. Through
IIlinois FIRST we agreed to provide $12 billion over five
years to repair aging and deteriorating roads and bridges
and to build needed new hi ghway | anes to reduce congesti on.
We agreed to provide the funds to revitalize our mass
transit system to construct needed classroom space in
grow ng school districts, and to repair aging schools to
cl ean up urban brownfields and to nmake sone other

envi ronnent al hazard changes, and to upgrade our water and

sewer systens and to fund projects that will inprove our
overall quality of life inthis great state. Li ke you

however, |1'm concerned about making sure that these dollars
are wsely spent. And | have, therefore, directed the

Departnent of Transportation to inpose extra safeguards to
make certain that all construction criteria are nmet. And
to oversee this scrutiny... to make sure that the process
is open and straightforward, | wll appoint a panel of
busi ness, | abor, and conmmunity |eaders to oversee the
bi dding and contracting process and revi ew any probl ens or
conplaints. They'Il receive nmy full authority and support.

| want schools, bridges and roads to be built; that was the

intention of the program | want the environnent to be
pr ot ect ed. And | don't care who is selected to do the
work, as long as the work is well done. Agricul ture

continues to be our nunber one industry and our proudest
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heritage. And yet, our farmfamlies continue to suffer
along with others across the country who grow our food.
The truth is that we depend on them and they' re counting on
us. Last year, we |obbied very hard to Congress of the
United States to successfully pass a Federal FarmBill that
i ncreased paynments to farners. And we continued to support

ethanol, which is very inportant to farmers. W said that

we would do nore to protect our environment and we did

that, too. W created the $160 mllion open | ands trust,
the | argest open space preservation program in |Illinois
hi story. W continued to fund the effort to restore
t housands of acres along the Illinois River watershed. And

we extended and expanded the $100 m | lion Conservation 2000
Program W earmarked over $57 million for pedestrian and
bike trails in Illinois. That's a 79% i ncrease over the
two previous fiscal years conbined. W protected Illinois
land by beginning the cleanup of Ileaking landfills in
Chi cago, Mattoon, and Carlinville. And, we budgeted enough
money to | everage the maxi mum federal contribution for the
lowinterest waste water and drinking water |oans to help
| ocal governnents. You and | wll fill the promses we
made to the people of Illinois [ast year about recommtting
ourselves to educational excellence, strengthening our
econony, rebuilding our comunities, and restoring our
land. But one of the strongest conmtnments we made | ast
year, together, was the pact that we nade wth famlies
t hr oughout II'linois to better protect them from gun
violence and crine. W enacted one of the toughest
antiviolence laws in the nation by passing the 15-20 and
Life Bill. W required |longer prison sentences for anyone
who uses a gun to commt a crine. W had the wsdom to

pass a Child Access Prevention Law that properly bal ances
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the right of legitimate gun owners wth the safety we
demand for our children. | convened a Discrimnation and
Hate Crime Conm ssion to make recommendations for dealing
with these wugly crimes and to ensure |egal protections to
all of Illinois citizens. Crimnal acts conmmtted against
any individual because of race, color, creed, sex or sexual
orientation can't in any way be tolerated or excused. And
| think it is time that we act. Regrettably, one «critical
anticrinme neasure was |eft undone the Safe Nei ghborhoods
Law with the felony gun provision intact. | urge you to
fully reinstate a |aw that worked well for five years to
hel p control gun possessions and reduce gun viol ence on our
streets. And I will continue to work with you on a fair
conpr om se. In the five years the Safe Nei ghborhood Law
was in effect, not a single instance has been found where
some innocent <citizen has been prosecuted for a felony.
The debate was distorted by false fears of |aw abiding
hunters being swept up by police, and those clains weren't
true. This is not an issue about personalities. God knows
there's enough of them It's sinply a matter of doi ng what
is right, doing what is right for the people, and what the
people want us to do. And | believe the people of Illinois
understand that we need to do this. | urge you to do that
now, to reenact all, including the felony gun provision,
and | want you to understand that we're going to continue
to work together to nmake sure that we get the right I|aw
And if it means conpromse, I'mwlling to do that. Last
year, we also said we would strengthen and protect Illinois
famlies and we did. W enacted I|andmark HMO reform to
protect custoners and to provide a Patients Bill of Rights.
W established the Futures for Kids Programunder the

direction of the First Lady to help <coordinate, publicize
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and expand conprehensive prevention and intervention
services for young people. | think she's done a great job
with that program Not only has she been a great wfe,
she's done a good job wth that program Thanks, Lura
Lynn. In addition, with the help of school districts, the
clergy, business |eaders, doctors, organized |abor and
comunity activists we have rescued the KidCare Health
| nsurance Program from nediocrity. Last year at this tine,
we had only 28,000 children that were enrolled in that
program Today, our enroll nment nunbers are close to 90, 000
and they're growi ng every day. | congratulate Director Ann
Patla, the Departnent of Public Aid and their partners for
their trenmendous success in turning this program around.
For the second straight year, Illinois led the nation in
t he nunber of children placed in permanent hones. |In 1999,
t hanks to your commitrment of $46 mllion nore of these
services, DCFS placed a record nunber of children in
| oving, caring homes. That's a 72% increase from 1998.
And | certainly want to congratul ate the Departnent, whose

efforts to stabilize the lives of these kids, these 7000

[I'linois children. Your ongoing conmtment to Illinois'
Vel fare-To-Wrk Progranms continue to bear fruit. Last
year, Illinois was recogni zed by the Federal Governnent for

| eading the nation in finding jobs for welfare clients who
had faced significant barriers to enploynent. |In the |ast
year, thousands of welfare famlies have started nmaking a
positive contribution to their lives and to the lives of
their famlies, earning respect for thenselves as they
| oosen the bonds of poverty, 70,000 Illinois famlies. I n
the last year, the nunber of state welfare clients with
full-time jobs has grown by 50% And even nor e

encouragi ng, over the past three years, scores of people
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have becone former welfare recipients and have worked their
way conpletely off the public aid rolls. It's equival ent
to the entire population of Rockford, 100,000 famli es.
What a great record. Last week, | announced ny nom nation
for a new Secretary of Human Services and she's here with
us today, Linda Renee Baker. And | have a Ilot of
confidence that she's going to continue to do the job
Li nda Renee Baker. You've got fans here, Linda. And there
were some ot her successful ways |ast year that we were able
to help people in need. Together we agreed to strengthen
the role of the Ofice of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse
within the Departnment of Human Services to help recommt
ourselves to prevention, recognition and treatnment of
substance abuse in our society. Under t he strong
| eadership of Lieutenant Governor Corrine Wod, Illinois'
efforts to address wonen's health concerns are now
recogni zed as a national nodel for other states to foll ow
Corrine, thank you very much for the job that you' ve done.
And once again, thanks to our partnership and thanks to you
for the commtnment and funding last vyear, the state
expanded cancer screening progranms from 50 counties to al
102 counties, a potentially life-saving service to wonen
t hroughout the state. And in addition, we increased
fundi ng for donestic violence prevention prograns by 62% a

key el enent in giving wonen the strength they need to break

free from an abusi ve relationship for a Ilife of
i ndependence. For our seniors... That's good for the
wonen. For our seniors, you and | commtted resources to
help older Illinoisans maintain a pr oper | evel of

i ndependence as long as they can. One inportant el enent
was to increase the wages of community care workers that

provide services to seniors in their owm honmes. And while
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| am proud to highlight our human services successes from
| ast year, | rmust also report on our unsuccessful
i npl ementation of the federally mandat ed di sbursenent unit
for <child support paynents. There was nothing wong with
II'linois" <child support disbursenent process when the
Federal Governnent nandated the change. And there's
not hi ng easy about taking 102 counties separate and
di stinct systens and nerging theminto one. II'linois and
its sister states have had great difficulty in nmaking the
changeover. That doesn't excuse our |ack of success. And,
it certainly cannot renove the anger and the frustration of
custodial and noncustodial parents or the hardships that
sone have had to endure. W acted quickly to provide
energency relief, and the situation has inproved, but we're
not out of the woods yet. We have brought in outside
experts to pinpoint what needs to be done to nake the SDU
wor k  properly. The General Assenbly has directed Auditor
General Bill Holland to conduct an audit so we can al
better understand what broke down and why. And the
solutions evident fromboth studies will be inplenented as
soon as we get them The SDU is one of our highest
priorities and we need to act now and we are. Overall, we
have made sone great strides this year to inprove the way
we manage Illinois State Governnent. | established the
O fice of Statew de Performance Review, and | chall enged
them to |ook at every program every regulation in state
government. And in this first year of their review, they
have already identified 638 pages of the Admnistrative
Code that should repeal. That's 43,000 lines of rules and
regul ations that can be elimnated. There is several dozen
obsol ete and inactive boards and conm ssions that are being

recommended for abolition. We're rewiting another 400
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Sections of the Administrative Code here in Illinois. And
it's tinme for governnment to speak the way our people do, in
pl ain English. W're determined to meke the cuts in
government, wherever they are, that need to be done to nake
this government work better. Qur transition to the 21st
Century was wuneventful in nore ways than one. As the
cal endar turned, the world and our state experienced no
dramatic problens or earth-shattering charges. And | want
to extend ny appreciation to our Chief Technology Oficer,
Mary Barbara Reynol ds and the thousands of state enpl oyees
who prepared our state for the Y2K rollover. And | want to
recogni ze the 9,000 workers who gave up all, or a portion,
of their New Year's Eve celebration to guard the Y2K
wat cht ower s and keep everything running snmoothly. They did
a great job. And on behalf of them.. W thank all of
them We all woke up on January 1st to face the sanme world
t hat we left behind on Decenber 31st and the sane
chal l enges for the future. There are still potholes that
need to be filled. The sick and the elderly need to be
cared for. Children need to be schooled and protected

from harm Fam lies need health care and cl ean water and

saf e nei ghbor hoods. Busi nesses and farns still need support
in marketing their products and creating |obs. And we
still need to make sure that the trains run on tine. And
yes, the Bulls still need a point guard and a center.
Hopefully, they'Il get it. Qur responsibilities haven't
changed. Today we need to chart our course for Illinois in
this new century. And today | am here to present this

Ceneral Assenbly with ny policy agenda and ny proposed
state budget for Fiscal Year 2001 to help wus neet our
obligations to the people of Illinois. This is a continued

bold agenda for this state and anot her aggressive budget
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that allows us to continue to fulfill our commtnents to
the people. | believe it is an affordable agenda, a
prudent budget as Illinois continues to be Dblessed wth

strong econom c growt h. Because of our continuing economc
prosperity, this budget provides $480 mllion in tax relief
approved by this General Assenbly during the last two
years. Rather than sending it to Springfield, taxpayers
will be able toretain $480 mllion in their own pockets
this year. | know that nost of you would like to enact
nmore tax relief neasures this vyear because this is an
el ection year, so there's no shortage of good ideas on tax
cuts. And | have advised the Legislative Leaders that if
we can reach a concensus on a tax relief plan this spring,
an affordable plan within our budget, then I'll certainly
consider it. M door wll always be open to discuss your
i deas. But et me be clear. | don't believe it is in the
best state's interest, nor in the best interest of our
people, to engage in a bidding war for the affections of
voters. And | won't give the store away just to sooth
el ection year anxieties. | also know that a second
overriding concern this year will be the question of what
we should do with the tobacco settlenent noney. Wth this
budget, | propose we adopt a five year spending plan only
with the basic principle of, "Spend a little, and save a
lot.' Because of continuing uncertainty over the anount
and the long termavailability of the tobacco settlenent
noni es, this budget proposes that we spend none of the $377
mllion expected to be received in Fiscal Year 2000.
I nstead, | propose that we |leave all of that noney in the
Treasurer's investnment portfolio as the state's Revenue
Stabilization Fund. This fund woul d keep the interest that

it earns and at the end of the Fiscal Year 2005 should
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contain nearly $500 mllion. | think we should save it for
a rainy day fund. Judy Barr Topi nka and Danny Hynes, |
think, agree with part of that. | would recomrend that 50%
of the tobacco settlenent receipts for Fiscal Year 2001
t hrough 2005 be deposited in a trust fund to be invested by
the Treasurer. The remaining 50% of the total revenues
woul d all be spent on health and human service prograns and
t hat noney would be used to |everage additional matching
f unds. Wth this plan, then, we would spend roughly $970
mllion of our tobacco funds on progranms that would
generate nearly $2 billion nore in matched spending. That's
not a bad lever. W would be able to inprove our health
and human services infrastructure by nearly $3 billion over
the next five years and still have alnbst $1.4 nmillion in
t he bank. 'Were should we spend this noney to acconplish
the greatest good?' , | guess is the big question. As with
tax relief neasures, we have had a nunber of thoughtful
suggestions put forward. And many of these, you in this
room and | acknowl edge all of those suggestions that
you've sent in. Yet | believe we can best spend this $970
mllion on progranms to inprove the health of our society
and by planning strategically, we can generate program
benefits at roughly three tinmes... three tinmes the size of
our investment. | propose that we allocate $217 mllion
over the next five years to gradually expand Medicaid
eligibility for aged, blind and disabl ed. These funds
woul d | everage an additional $350 million in federal funds
over the next five years. And by making this investnent,
the state would increase the funding for the purchase of
prescription drugs by our |low incone elderly and disabled
citizens, and our funding of other nedical services for our

nost needy citizens would increase by $300 mllion. This
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pl an proposes that we spend $40 million over the next five
years to allow disabled workers to obtain continued
Medi cai d coverage by paying a premum And this vyear, |
suggest a one-tine investnment of $8 million to hopefully
attract an additional 15 in federal funds to finance
further KidCare outreach to nedically uninsured children in

our state. This plan provides $315 mllion over the next

five years to hospitals for serving the nost severely ill

patients. And | propose that we spend an additional 350
mllion to nursing honmes providing long termcare for the
el derly. As you know, Illinois <currently has 94 | ocal

heal th departnments, which are responsible for providing
| ocal health assistance needs and aiding in the prevention
of comuni cabl e di seases. | propose that we provide them
with an additional $55 million over the next five years, so
they can increase their per capita spending. | propose that
we allocate an additional $4.5 million of these tobacco
funds for the childhood |ead screening program and an
additional $5 mllion for our Women's Health initiative.
And | propose we provide nearly $6 mllion for |ocal
governnents to establish enforcenent prograns that reduce
youth access to tobacco products. | propose that we
allocate $50 mllion to commnity-based al cohol and
subst ance abuse services around this state, and | propose
$17.5 mllion to the Youth Snoking Prevention Initiative at
the Departnent of Public Health. | think we need to act
today to help protect Illinois kids agai nst substances. |
propose that we spend $15 mllion to establish |ocal,

communi ty-based fam |y resource centers, so that governnent

at all levels can provide services to those in need at a
single location. | happened to be at one of those |ast
week, in a neighborhood, and they serve the nei ghbor hood
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very well. People come in and it's |ike one stop shop. W
need to have nore of those. | propose that we spend $180

mllion over five years for grants to major teaching
hospitals throughout the state. These grants al | ow
hospitals to develop new treatnents and therapies that
could benefit and will benefit all of us. And finally, |
propose that we allocate $196 mllion in tobacco funds over

the next five years to expand our operations and capital

investnments in biotechnology in this st at e. These
investnments wll allow us to |everage an additional $1
billion to inprove our biotechnology infrastructure. And I

believe that this five year conprehensive plan for our
t obacco revenues is a reasonabl e approach providing for the
best and the w sest use of this financial opportunity. |
propose allocations that wll advance the health and
wel fare of the people of Illinois while safeguarding our
econony and our future. | think it's a good use of our
money. The budget, in particular, wIll address three
fundanmental areas of our attention this spring: prepari ng
II'linois for the new econony and wor kforce and technol ogy.
The refinenment of our human services infrastructure and our
continuing commtnment to crimnal justice and public
safety. Last year, | was privileged to be one of only
ei ght Governors nanmed by the National Governors Association

toits new task force on the new econony. This new econony

is fast know edge-based and service-oriented. It's driven
by technol ogi cal advances and fueled by skill |evels of the
wor kf or ce. And we nust be ready to conpete. And | want
I1linois to becone a recogni zed | eader in this

t echnol ogi cal revolution and the budget stakes our claimto
that | eadership. Wth this budget, our #1 priority

continues to be educating our children and preparing our
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wor kforce for the jobs of the new econony. This budget
honors our commtnent to devote 51%of all new general
revenue to our schools and to job training prograns. Thi s
budget proposes 528 mllion nore dollars for education and
wor kf orce progranms. The |argest education funding ever
increase proposed in Illinois that doesn't require a tax
increase to pay for it. Last year, for the first time in
I1linois history, we fully funded nandated categorica
progranms for |ocal school districts. And with this budget,
we can do so again. Every (sic-Early) childhood prograns,
reading grants and summer bridge progranms wll get an
increase of $53 mllion to reach nore Kids. Thi s budget
boosts funding for |Iliteracy prograns, school to work
initiatives, and our ongoing canpaign to get nore parents
involved with their children's schools. Thi s budget
provi des a pilot program based on the successful |srael
Arts and Sci ence Acadeny to inprove science and technol ogy
instructions in our K through 12 classroons. And we'll
invest $42 mllion to assist the professional devel opnent
of our teachers. |[If we expect our students to do well in
the classroom then we have to provide the resources for
their teachers to stay at the top of their gane. And in
addition, this budget contains $80 million to support and
retain the academic talent and research that makes our
col | ege canpuses anong the best in the nation. And | m ght
add here, that we're joined today by sonme 85 certified
teachers, | think inthis gallery right here, but |I'm not
sure. But | want to wel cone them That's right, they're
the keeper of our Kkids. To hel p open access to higher
education, the Illinois Student Assistance Conm ssion wl|
receive a budget increase of $39 mllion to increase its

schol arship programto nore than 135, 000 students. And |
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propose for the first tinme in Illinois history, we provide
career scholarship grants to high school graduates who
choose not to goto college. W'IIl provide a grant, yes,
it's a good program W want to give a grant of wup to
$1, 000 in support of vocat i onal training, or an
apprenticeship, or attendance at a trade school to learn a
specific job skill and start down a career path. These
grants woul d be designed to give a helping hand to young
people when they need it the nost, at the start of their
wor ki ng adult lives. To further bring our workforce up to
speed with the new econony, | recommend the coordination of
sone 18 separate prograns fromsix different agencies to
provi de for a continuation of education, job training, and
I'ifel ong | ear ni ng. Last nonth, the State Board of
Education voted to transfer the control of their adult
education prograns to the Illinois Community Coll ege Board.
| ask you to approve this transfer. | also ask that you
approve the proposal of the State's W rkforce |nvestnent
Board to nove the admnistration of the Federal Job
Training Partnership Act fromDCCA to the Departnent of
Enpl oyment  Security. | believe that such a nove assists
the ability of our locally based enploynent and training
centers to match appropriate workers with avail abl e jobs.
And while we're reshaping our workforce, |'masking you to

join with nme to approve a historic initiative that wll

remmre Illinois' place in the high new tech. econony. Wth
this Budget, |'m proposing a five-year $1.9 billion
commtnment of state funds that wll assist in t he
devel opment of over $3.9 billion in technology-related
infrastructure throughout Illinois. It's called Illinois
Vent ur eTech. It's an investnent in our future. A

commtnment to research and devel opnent, biotechnol ogy,
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health sciences, information technology and advanced
physi cs. And | believe these are investnents that we nust

make if we're to secure our place in the new econony. So |
ask for your support to enact the Illinois VentureTECH
It's a five-year plan that will provide $343 million to
enable us to build the Illinois Century Network, the state
technol ogy backbone that we initiated last year. The
[I'linois Century Network will link schools and |libraries,
museuns and governnent offices throughout the state. This
five year plan includes nearly $200 mllion for technol ogy
prograns in our elenmentary and secondary schools and over

40 mllion for technol ogy managenent initiatives in State

Gover nnent . This five year plan includes support for
engi neering equi pment grants through 1Illinois Board of
Hi gher Educati on. Al zheimer' s Di sease research, juvenile

di abet es and ot her health services grants, expansion of the
II'linois Technol ogy Enterprise Corporation and Accel erator
research led by 1IT. For technol ogy-related capital
projects, | propose $30 million to support the construction
of a $200 million biotechnology building at Northwestern
Uni versity. And | include the $93 million we agreed on
| ast year to build a new nedical school for the University
of Illinois in Chicago. | propose a $30 mllion programto
provi de additional space at the National Center for
Conmputing Applications in Ubana to allow them to conpete
for potentially hundreds of mllions of dollars in new
federal funds for technology research. That's where it's
at folks. It's in technology and we've got to keep up with
the program This five year programincludes a val ue-added
research programfor agricultural crops that will be run by
t he Department of Agricul ture. This initiative wll

provide farmers with matching funds to help them increase
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the value of their harvest by preparing crops for use in

nore diverse and lucrative products. And additionally,
II'linois VentureTECH w Il ©provide Illinois entrepreneurs
and technology businesses wth over $800 nillion in

critical venture capital investnents. Over the next four
years, investnents made possible because of a historic
partnership between State Treasurer Judy Barr Topi nka,

| DFA, DCCA, the State Teachers and the State Universities

Ret i rement Systens, and the Illinois State Board of
| nvestnent. Lot of noney, Judy. | will invite a group of
pr om nent I1linois-based entrepreneurs and technol ogy
experts to advise ne on the admnistration of this Illinois

VentureTECH initiative. And one of the |eading experts on
technology is Andrew Filipowski of Divine Intervention
(sic-interVentures). Flipis wth us in the gallery today,
sone place up here. Where are ya, Flip? W read about
you, hear about you. Here he is, over here. This is the
guy that's |leading the charge for the state. W also have
in the gallery Lew Collens, who's President of the Illinois
Institute of Technol ogy. Welcone, Lew. You and Flip are
wel cone. And | want you to know, gentlenen, that we
appreci ate your |eadership on technology. You' re the folks
that know where it is and what it's about and wunderstand
how inportant these projects are. W need and want your
hel p and support. W have the fourth |[|argest technol ogy
econony in the nation right here in Illinois. The fourth.

And if we're to keep pace, we nust nake this technol ogy
i nvestnment now. W can't wait. Along with this focus on
technology, we nust help small businesses in Illinois,
since they're responsible for nost of our state's economc
growh and job creation. | propose to increase resources

for small business incubators, developnent centers, and
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international trade centers and to create new business
information centers to help growng firnms reach their ful
potenti al . As |'ve already nentioned, this new econony is
a gl obal econony. And this budget proposes that we
i ncrease our commtnent to exports and international trade.
| propose to wuse technology to create a virtual trade
of fice, and we propose to use old fashioned shoe |eather to
hel p open foreign trade doors by inproved marketing through
m ssions and trade shows. W are in the process of opening
a new trade office, as prom sed | ast year, on the continent
of Africa to take full advantage of this energing market
for food, technology and basic consuner goods. And |ater
this year, | plan to lead a mssion to the Republic of
South Africa to officially open our state's presence in
Johannesburg. W have established a commercial office
presence in Canada, and we continue to exam ne potenti al
office locations in China, Israel and South Anerica. The
second fundanental premse of this budget is that no one
will be left behind as we nove forward in Illinois. we' |
continue to develop the human service infrastructure we
need in this state. This budget proposes that we continue
our successful welfare-to-work prograns, efforts that have
freed nore than $200 mllion in tax noney over the |[ast
two years that we have been able to use to help other
famlies. | recommend that we further increase funding for
state subsidized child care by 30% providing care for
approximately 218,000 children. This budget directs human
resource dollars into our nei ghborhoods and our comrunities
and will establish famly resource centers as consolidated
service centers providing one stop human service offices
wi th enploynent and training prograns. And we'll increase

our commt to fight domestic violence. W'Ill increase our
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commtnment to the Coalition Against Sexual Assault. And we
will provide funding for the Honeless Prevention and
Assi stance Prograns that you created |last year. And we'll
provide $2 mllion for conmunity-based Child Advocacy
Cent ers. And we will provide 5 mllion nore for comunity
i nt egrated living arrangenent s for persons W th
devel opnental disabilities and provide an additional 4
mllion for Famly Assistance Prograns and Hone Based
Support  Servi ces. Qur commtnent will include a total of
$14 mllion to expand services to fight abuse and neglect
of the elderly and to expand hone-delivered neal prograns
to senior citizens in need. This budget wll allow the
Department of Veterans Affairs to open and staff a new 40
bed Al zheinmer's unit at the Manteno Veterans Honme and to
fully fund 120 beds at the new John Joseph Kelly Veterans
Home in Chicago. The success of our efforts to inprove the
human infrastructure of Illinois would be i nconpl ete
without a strong and conprehensive answer to crine and
vi ol ence, and that is the third fundanental phase of this
budget . Providing for the public safety is one of our
first duties in governnment. First, we nmust update our | aws.
Each and every year, for decades now, the Legislature has
added to our Crimnal Code, like putting a house together
and addi ng on. In sone ways, the provisions are now
i nconsi stent, and even contradictory. And it's tinme for a
conplete overhaul. Accordingly, I will issue an Executive
O der creating a commssion to rewite the Illinois
Crim nal Code and ask know edgeable citizens to serve to
help us bring our crimnal laws up to date. And | wll
wor k hand and glove with the Attorney Ceneral. Earlier
this week, | made a difficult, but inportant decision,

relating to the adm nistration of the death penalty in
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I11inois. First, let ne say that | believe that the death
penalty is an inportant tool in our crimnal justice

system But no one in our state can ignore the fact that
at least 13 people sentenced to death have had their
convictions overturned. Cearly, sonmething is wong. And
as the one person who has the final word before an
execution is carried out, | can't and won't, in good

conscience, allow a flawed system to stand unchall enged.

And until | can be sure... Thank you. Thank you. Until
can be sure that no innocent person will be executed, there
wll be no further executions in Illinois. One year ago,

you and | enacted new neasures to protect the public. And
the centerpiece of our effort was 15-20 and Ilife, the
| andmark | aw that significantly raised the stakes for those
who woul d do violence with a gun. | know that |law is gonna
be effective, but it has to be actively used by our |ocal
police and prosecutors to keep our streets safe. | call on
all 102 state's attorneys to use this lawto punish those
prone to do violence and to ensure the deterrent effect of
the law. Second, we need to enpower the victins of crine.
My Commssion on the Status of Wnman have proposed the
I1linois Gender Violence Act to open the doors to justice
for women who have been beaten or sexually assaulted and to
provi de opportunities to seek justice for those whose |ives

are damaged or destroyed by violence because of their

sexual orientation. It is a fair initiative and | support
it. Last year, this Assenbly passed, and | signed, the
II'linois Equal Justice Act. It's a cornerstone piece of

legislation for the | egal assistance conmunity. Wth this
budget, we devote $1 nmillion to fund this program And
third, we need newtechnology. Crimnals today threaten

II'linois with a staggering array of high-powered weaponry
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and high tech tools. And we need to |level the playing
field. And | amasking state police Director Sam Nolen to
lead a major newinitiative to nodernize the Illinois State
Police and to keep it at the vanguard of |aw enforcenent
technology. It's called ISP 2000. It will focus on the
newest 21st Century technology to fight crinme. | want
Director Nolen to assess all the new technol ogi es avail abl e

and develop a plan of cooperation wth local police

agencies for the sharing of crime fighting |aboratory

t echnol ogy facilities, forensic expertise and manpower.
We should all conme together in this fight. | want Director
Nol en to accelerate and expand the Illinois State Police

Partnership wth Argonne National Laboratories that has
begun the devel opnment of a DNA microchip. This technol ogy
w Il solve violent crinmes faster and certainly hel p protect
the innocent, as we've seen in the past. | want to devel op
a plan to create a forensic science institute in connection
with the University of Illinois to serve as a consoli dated
center for forensic crine scene training and to serve as a
national focal point for the advancenent of forensic
t echnol ogy. And | SP 2000 will continue the inprovenent in
communi cations technology that we began last year wth
I1linois FIRST. And fourth, we need to bring the forces of
the comunity decency together. And that's why ny office
w Il convene a statewide crinme sunmt later this year to
talk about the inpact of guns and gangs and drugs on our
nei ghbor hoods and our schools and our comunities. And
finally, we must match our rhetoric with resources. The
new | aws, technologies and other innovations that |[|'ve
tal ked about today will require additional police to ensure
t hat we can bring a new neasure of safety to the

nei ghbor hoods and communities of [Illinois. Thank you.
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This budget funds two new state police cadet classes that
will add 86 new police officers to the force. The budget
al so f unds needed I nprovenent s to our st at ewi de
communi cati ons system retools the technol ogy and equi pnent
at the state's forensic lab and funds a newinitiative to
better prepare our state police to thwart and battle
potential acts of terrorism And for the Departnent of
Corrections, this budget fully funds nearly 1,100 new
prison bids we ordered |ast year, enables us to decrease
dangerous prison overcrowding by opening up three new
facilities that wll house 4,400 inmates. W plan to open
a new maxi num security prison in Thonmson, a new nedium
security facility in Lawence County, and a needed juvenile
facility in Kewanee. |In addition, this budget fully funds
the pl edge that we nade | ast year to double the nunber of
parole agents that are nonitoring released felons on our
streets. Conpr ehensi ve reforns like this require
resources, continuity and focus. And | therefore today
announce that |I'mcreating a new post in ny Adm nistration,
Deputy Governor for Crimnal Justice and Public Safety. |
have appointed a distinguished fornmer Assistant United
States Attorney, Matt Bettenhausen, to serve in this new
post. He's right here with us today, Mtt. Wrking wth
me and reaching out to you and the whol e | aw enforcenent
comunity, he will help imeasurably in our effort to nake
real the issue of public safety and crimnal justice. And
as we nove to make our communities safer from crine, we
will also allocate sufficient resources in this budget to
address essential quality of life concerns in [Illinois.
Qur populations continue to grow wth our econony as
famlies gravitate to the opportunities we have to offer

t hroughout the state. Fam lies everywhere crave open
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space, natural areas and bike paths and other recreation
facilities. And it's our responsibility to make sure that
this critical need of our peopleis net. And with this
budget, we do just that. Qur land is our greatest resource
inlllinois; good for farmng, for Iliving, for industry,
for recreation. I n various, neaningful ways, this budget
protects and invests in our land. This budget includes the
second $40 million installment of our Illinois Open Lands
Trust and $21 million for Open Space Land Acquisition and
Devel opnent for forest preserve districts to conduct
pl aygrounds, bike trails, and nature preserves. It devotes
$13 mllion to our efforts to clean and restore urban
brownfields for redevelopnent. And it includes funding to
reduce urban sprawl through innovative transportation
strategies and business redevel opnent incentives. I t
i ncludes substantial funding for the Departnent of Natural
Resources to hel p students and famlies learn nore about

our rich natural heritage. And thanks to the generosity of

M. Bill Rutherford and his donation to the people of
II'linois of the WIldlife Prairie Park near Peori a. Fut ure
generations of Illinoisans will be able to enjoy his unique
1,200 acre natural preserve. This budget contains the

resources for DNR to preserve this natural resource gem
W also have wth wus today, M. Bill Rutherford and his
w fe, Hazel, who are in the gallery wth ny wfe, Lura
Lynn. Thanks. Bill has donated 1,200 acres of that great
land. | mght recommend... Al right, Bill, thank you. I
m ght recomend to this Assenbly that with the generosity
of M. Rutherford' s 1,200 acre donation that we get a new
name for the park <called the Bill Rutherford Wldlife
Prairie, and | would wish that you would do this. The

quality of 1life that we enjoy is threatened by the hours
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that many commuters nust endure sitting in traffic
congestion on the tollway. And that's got to change, and
|"ve said that was one of ny #1 priorities when | cane
onboard. W' ve already started and got about a year's work
underway on the strangler. W're going to nmake sure that
the Schaunmburg Triangle gets straightened out and those
ot her prograns. And the Board and the Adm nistration of
the Illinois Toll Hi ghway Authority are, as we speak,
identifying strategies for us to consider, and | expect to
announce a plan of action within the next few weeks about

what we do with the toll roads. And we absolutely are

goi ng do sonething to nake themwrk better and to nake

them work the way the people want themto work. | realize
that all of this is a very anbitious agenda, and |
recogni ze your i ntention to shorten vyour tine in

Springfield this spring. But we can acconplish all of this
t hrough the Fy 2001 spending plan that | just presented to
you. It's a plan to invest in Illinois' future. And this
budget sets out a plan guided by educational excellence,
expanded heal th care, renewed public safety and an
i nvestnment in technology for the new econony. This budget

takes a solid step toward strengthening the state for years

to cone. And this budget addresses our critical human
services needs and fills many of the gaps in the lives of
famlies. Toget her, again, we can make Illinois a better

place to live. Because we've stood together |ast year, we
were able to acconplish much. W were able to begin
building a new lllinois. | ask and invite you to continue
that journey this year. Let's build on our successes,
learn fromour mstakes, and march confidently together
into the 21st Century. | look forward to this year,

wor king with you very cl osely. Thank you all for vyour
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kind, warmreception and God bl ess each one of you. Thank

you. "
Speaker Madigan: "WIIl the Commttee of Escort please cone
forward to escort the Governor from the chanber. The

President of the Senate is recognized for a Mdtion."
President Philip: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | nove that the Joint
Sessi on do now arise."
Speaker Madigan: "The President of the Senate has noved that the

Joint Session do now arise. All those in favor say 'aye';

those opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it and the Joint
Session will now arise. The Regular Session will conme to
order."

Clerk Rossi: "Attention, Menbers. The Rules Conmttee wll neet

i mredi ately in the Speaker's Conference Room™

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk, the order before the House shall be
House Resolution 485, offered by M. MCarthy. The Chair
recogni zes M. Kevin MCarthy. M. MCarthy on House
Resol uti on 485."

McCarthy: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Wuld the Cerk please read
t he Resol ution."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cderk, read the Resolution. Read the
Resol ution."

Clerk Rossi: "House Resolution 485, offered by Representative
McCarthy. 'WHEREAS, Illinois has long admred individuals
who have gone out of their way to assist others; and
WHEREAS, David Benoit is a person well known to friends and
famlies as soneone who is always wlling to help others;
and WHEREAS, David Benoit is the son of Jeannine Benoit and
Richard Benoit, one of seven children, and a senior at
Tinl ey Park H gh School; and WHEREAS, David Benoit, on the
evening of Septenber 23, 1999, went to assist a stranded

notori st, Debbie Vetter, a person unknown to David;, and
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WHEREAS, During his attenpts to assist Ms. Vetter, David
Benoit was severely injured by an oncomng truck; and
VWHEREAS, David's unconprom sing spirit and inspiring drive
have assisted himin his recovery from nultiple fractures
to his pelvic bone, severe injuries to both |egs, and
anputation of his lower right leg; and WHEREAS, the
I1linois House of Representatives is pleased to honor David
Benoit as one of Illinois' finest citizens; therefore, be
it RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- FI RST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF | LLINO S,
t hat we honor David Benoit on this occasion and wsh him
health and happiness in the future; and be it further
RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this Resolution be
presented to him as an expression of our respect and
admration.""

Speaker Madigan: "Wuld the Menbers please give their attention
to M. MCarthy. Wuld the Menbers please give their
attention to M. MCarthy."

McCarthy: "Thank you, M. Speaker. This Resolution honors a
young man fromny district that, |I think, all of us would
be proud to say is a great <citizen of +the State of
I111inois. David is a true 'good samaritan', a young man
who went to the help of a stranded female notorist, a woman
unknown to him And during the actions, trying to help her
get her flat tire fixed, ended up getting crushed by
another vehicle wth severe nedical injuries, including a
broken pelvis, and ended up losing part of his |eg. Si nce
that tine, |'ve been able to speak to David and | can tel
you the nost remarkabl e thing about the young man is that
he has said over and over again that he has no regrets and
that he would gladly do it again. | hope that all of us

can hear this, because |I think this is a person... W honor
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so many people down here, but whether they be great
athl etes and great achievenents they do, this is our every
day citizen, who | think we couldn't do anything... There
is no citizen of the State of Illinois who deserves this
honor nore than David Benoit, so |'mvery proud to present
himto the floor today. David is standing next to us here
with his parents, Rich and Jeannine. So please join with
me in congratulating David for this fine act of
citizenship."

Speaker Madigan: "The Chair recognizes M. Joe Lyons for the
pur pose of an announcenent. Joe Lyons."

Lyons, J.: "Thank you, Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. Child Support Enforcenent Conmttee, our Commttee
will be cancelled today. There was one Bill. The Sponsor
of the Bill chooses not call the Bill; therefore, our Child
Support Enforcenent Commttee scheduled for four o' clock
w Il be cancelled. Thank you."

Speaker Madigan: "The Chair recognizes M. Holbrook for the
pur pose of an announcenent. M. Hol brook. M. Hol brook."

Hol brook: "Thank you, Speaker. Speaker, the Tourism Committee
today has been cancell ed. All  the Tourism Conmmttee,
pl ease hear t hat . We're cancel | ed t oday. The
Representative is not ready with his |language at this tine
for the Bill that's scheduled for a hearing. Thank you."

Speaker Madigan: "The Chair recognizes M. Stroger."

Stroger: "Thank you, M. Speaker. The Labor and Commer ce
Commttee is cancelled today."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Kenner."

Kenner: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | would just |ike everyone to
know that the Conmttee on State Governnent Adm nistration
has been cancelled this afternoon. Thank you."

Speaker Madigan: "M. MQire."
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McGQuire: "Thank you, M. Speaker. The Aging Conm ttee has been
cancelled for tonorrow. The Aging Conmittee for tonorrow
is cancelled. Thank you, Sir."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Harold Mrphy."

Mur phy: "Thank vyou, M. Speaker. The Personnel and Pension
Conmi ttee has been cancelled for tonorrow. Personnel and
Pensi on had been cancelled."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Black, did you wsh to cancel your
appear ance sonewhere?"

Bl ack: "Yes, thank you, M. Speaker. Wuldn't it be easier mybe
just to tell us what hasn't been cancelled? Is there
anything that hasn't been cancelled? How about Session
tonmorrow, is it cancelled?"

Speaker Madigan: "Let ne tell what has not been cancelled.”

Bl ack: "Thank you."

Speaker Madigan: "Qur attention to your every word."
Bl ack: "I appreciate that."
Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Currie nobves that the House

stand adjourned until 12:00 noon tonorrow. Those in favor
say 'aye'; those opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it.
The House does stand adjourned until 12:00 noon tonorrow,
provi ding perfunctory time for the Cerk."

Clerk Rossi: "House Perfunctory Session wll cone to order
I ntroduction and First Reading of House Bills. House Bil
4143, offered by Representative Biggins. A Bill for an Act
to anmend the Metropolitan Water Acclamation District Act.
House Bill 4144, offered by Representative Lopez. A Bil
for an Act in relation to Condom niuns. House Bill 4145,
offered by Representative Smth. ABill a for an Act to
anmend the Illinois Pension Code. House Bill 4146, offered
by Representative Smth. A Bill for an Act to anend the

Illinois Pension Code. House Bill 4147, of fered by

44


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES

TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
87th Legi sl ative Day February 2, 2000
Representative Wnters. A Bill for an Act to anend the
Crimnal Code. House Bill 4148, offered by Representative
Del gado. A Bill for an Act to anend the Crim nal Code.

House Bill 4149, offered by Representative Dart. A Bil

for an Act concerning public hospitals. House Bill 4150,
of fered by Representative Dart. A Bill for an Act in
relation to firearns. House Bill 4151, offered by
Representative Dart. A Bill for an Act to anend certain

Acts in relation to the use of notor vehicles. (sic-House
Bill 4152, offered by Representative Schoenberg. A Bil

for an Act concerning open access for Internet services.)
House Bill 4153, offered by Representative Murphy. A Bil

for an Act in relation to public utilities. House Bill
4154, offered by Representative Murphy. A Bill for an Act
in relation to public enployer retirenent benefits. House
Bill 4155, offered by Representative Kenner. A Bill for an
Act to amend certain Acts in relation to support. House
Bill 4156, offered by Representative Kenner. A Bill for
Act to create the Access to Health Care Planning Act.
House Bill 4157, offered by Representative Bugi el ski. A
Bill for an Act in relation to Tobacco Settl enment Proceeds.
House Bill 4158, offered by Representative Feigenholtz. A
Bill for an Act to anmend the Illinois Public A d Code.
House Bill 4159, offered by Representative... House Bil

4159, offered by Representative Gash. A Bill for an Act to

amend the Illinois Donestic Violence Act. House Bill 4160,
offered by Representative Lindner. A Bill for an Act to
amend the Illinois Public A d Code. House Bill 4161,
offered by Representative Lindner. A Bill for an Act to
amend the Nursing Education Schol arship Act. House Bil

4162, offered Dby Representative Sharp. A Bill for an Act

to anend the Unenpl oynent |nsurance Act. House Bill 4163,
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offered by Speaker Madigan. A Bill for an Act making an
appropriation to the Ofice of the Secretary of State.
House Bill 4164, offered by Representative Kenner. A Bil

for an Act concerning state contracts. House Bill 4165,

offered by Representative Biggins. A Bill for an Act to

amend the Illinois Horse Racing Act. House Bill 4166,
offered by Representative G les. A Bill for an Act to
anmend the Illinois Vehicle Code. House Bill 4167, offered
by Representative Silva. A Bill for an Act making

appropriations. House Bill 4168, offered by Representative
Saviano. A Bill for an Act concerning preventive services.
House Bill 4169, offered by Representative Saviano. A Bil

for an Act making appropriations. House Bill 4170, offered
by Representative Savi ano. A Bill for an Act making
appropriations. House Bill 4171, offered by Representative
Savi ano. A Bill for an Act making appropriations. House
Bill 4172, offered by Representative Saviano. A Bill for
an Act making appropriations. House Bill 4173, offered by
Representative Savi ano. A Bill for an Act maki ng
appropriations. House Bill 4174, offered by Representative
Savi ano. A Bill for an Act to amend the Code of Crim nal
Procedure. House Bill 4175, offered by Representative
McCGuire. A Bill for an Act making appropriations. House
Bill 4176, offered by Representative Hultgren. A Bill for
an Act concerning prescription drug information cards.
House Bill 4177, offered by Representative Hultgren. A
Bill for an Act concerning econonm c devel opnent. House
Bill 4178, offered by Representative Reitz. A Bill for an
Act to anend the Illinois Drainage Code. House Bill 4179,
of fered by Representative Mathias. A Bill for Act to anmend
the Plat Act. House Bill 4180, offered by Representative

Mat hi as. A Bill for an Act concerning bonds. House Bil
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4181, offered by Representative Mathias. A Bill for an Act

to anmend the School Code. House Bill 4182, offered by
Representative W nkel. A Bill for an Act to anend the
University of Illinois Trustees Act. House Bill 4183,

offered by Representative Smth. A Bill for an Act in
relation to public enployee benefits. First Reading of
these House Bills. Senate Bills-First Reading. Senate
Bill 677, offered by Representative Andrea Moore. A Bil

for an Act to anend the Illinois Public A d Code.
I ntroduction of Resolutions. House Resolution 561, offered
by Representative Crotty. House Resolution 564, offered by
Representati ve Wol ard; and House Joint Resolution 46,
offered by Representative G anberg, are assigned to the
Rules Commttee. There being no further business, the

House Perfunctory Session stands adjourned."
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