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Speaker

Shar p:

Speaker

Madi gan: "The House shall conme to order. The Menbers
shall be in their chairs. W shall be led in prayer today
by Representative Wanda Sharp of t he Progressi ve
Life-giving Wrd Cathedral in Maywood. The guests in the
gallery may wish to rise and join us for the invocation and
the Pl edge of Allegiance.™

"Shall we bow our heads in prayer. Dear gracious heavenly
Fat her we cone to You to say thank you. God, we thank You
for this day for this is the day that the Lord has nade and
we wll rejoice and be glad init. God, we thank You for
this Assenbly and everyone that is in this building, God.
God, we ask You to put Your arms around every
Representative that is represented here today, gird them
up, God. | ask You to |lead them and guide them | ask You
to bless every Leader that is present, God. Gve themthe
strength, and the know edge, and the courage to do what You
have ordained themto do, God. And nost of all, Your word
says by your scripture, heal, God. So today | bind cancer,
and arthritis, and rheumatism and high blood, and any
sickness as that's anong our people, God. God, | ask You
to bless our famlies and our children, God. Protect them
God as we are going to do Your work. God lead them and
guide them  Cod. | bind divorce and separations in this
House, and | ask, God that You would nake us one, united as
one, that we would come to do Your will in the House of

Representatives. Let this House stand tall and be the best

House in the State of Illinois, God, and in the universe.
We thank You and we praise You and we give You all the
glory. Amen."

Madi gan: "We shall be led in the Pledge of Allegiance by

Representative O Brien."

OBrien - et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
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States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,

one nation under God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice

for all."

Speaker Madi gan: "Roll Call for Attendance. Representative
Currie.”

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. W have no House Denocrats excused

this nmorning."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Poe. M. Poe."

Poe: "M. Speaker, let the record show that all Republicans are
present.”

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk, take the record. There being 117
Menbers responding to the Attendance Roll Call. There is a
gquorum present. M. Cerk."

Clerk Bolin: "Committee Reports.”

Speaker Madigan: "Commttee Reports.™

Cerk Bolin: "Representative G les, Chai r per son from the
Commttee on Local Governnent, to which the followng
measures were referred, action taken on Tuesday, January
9th, 2001, reported the same back wth the followng
recommendat i on: recommends ' be adopt ed'’ Conf er ence
Commttee Report #1 to Senate Bill 168. Representative
Bur ke, Chairperson from the Commttee on Executive, to
whi ch the follow ng neasures were referred, action taken on
Tuesday, January 9th, 2001, reported the sanme back with the
foll ow ng recommendat i ons: recommends ' be adopt ed
Conference Commttee Report #1 to House Bill 557 and Fl oor
Amrendnment #1 to Senate Bill 1855; 'be approved for

consi derati on' Mbtion to Concur Senate Amendnent #1 and 2

to House Bill 3612, and Mtion to Concur on Senate
Amendnent #1 to House Bill 851. Representative Gash,
Chairperson from the Commttee on Judiciary II-Crimna

Law, to which the foll ow ng nmeasures were referred, action
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Speaker

Tur ner,

Speaker

taken on Tuesday, January 9th, 2001, reported the sanme back
with the followng recommendations: 'be approved for
consideration' Mdtion to Concur on Senate Amendnents 1, 2,
and 3 to House Bill 1511, Mdtion to Concur on Senate
Amendnents 1 to House Bill 4279. Representative Kenner,
Chairperson from the Commttee on State Gover nnent
Adm ni stration, to which the following neasures were
referred, action taken on Tuesday, January 9th, 2001,
reported the sane back with the foll ow ng recomendati ons:
"be approved for consideration' Mtion to Concur on Senate
Amendnent #1 to House Bill 50. Supplenental Calendar #1 is
being distributed.™

Madi gan: "On page 2 of the Calendar, on the Order of
Concurrence, there appears House Bill 4279. M. John
Turner. M. Turner. John Turner."

John: "Thank you, M. Speaker. M. Speaker, | nobve to
concur in Senate Amendnent #1, the Anmendnent becones the
Bill, it anends the Statewwde Gand Jury Act. It's an
initiative from the Attorney GCeneral of the State of
I11inois. Allows for the formation of a second statew de
grand jury to allowcrines in nultiple parts of the state
to be investigated and prosecuted. Be glad to answer any
guestions.™

Madi gan: "The Gentl eman has noved that the House does

concur in Senate Anendnent #1. |s there any discussion?
There being no discussion, the question is, 'Shall the
House concur in Senate Anmendnment #17?' Those in favor

signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed by voting 'no'.
This is final action. This is final action. Please record
yoursel f. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who
wi sh? Representative Gash wsh to vote? Representati ve

Gash, did you wsh to vote? The Cerk shall take the
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record. On this question, there are 116 people voting

'yes', 0 wvoting 'no'. The House does concur in Senate
Amendnent #1 to House Bill 4279. And this Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby declared

passed. House Bill 851. M. Burke. M. Burke."

Burke: "Thank you, Speaker. House Bill 851 that was considered
in the Executive Commttee this norning would recomrend the
Amendnent  #1 which replaces the Bill and authorizes sone
techni cal changes wth respect to how the disbursenent of
the funds would be nade. Basically, it would allow for an
approved expenditure and this is wth regard to the
Treasurer's Bright Star Program and it would permt that
the benefits be made payable directly to the beneficiary.
And |1'd be happy to answer any questions, if there's any."

Speaker Madi gan: "The Gentl eman noves that the House does concur
in Senate Amendnent #1. The Chair recognizes M. Bl ack.
M. Black."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIlIl the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Bl ack: "Representative, in its current form this Bill is no
| onger the Downstate Police Pension Bill in any way, shape,
or form Correct?"

Burke: "You are right. There is no connection with that."

Bl ack: "Where is that Bill by the way? 1Is that on the Governor's

desk?"
Burke: "I would..."
Black: "I think it is. | think it's 851."
Burke: "I would have to inquire of the Chair."

Bl ack: "So, the Senate Amendnent has stripped everything out and
it sinply beconmes a col |l ege savings bond vehicl e?"

Burke: "Yes, sone very basic technical changes with respect to
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how the disbursenents would be made payabl e. And
basically, it's just a very sinple matter where any

di sbursenents of that fund would be nmade directly to the
beneficiary as opposed to the person or persons who created
t he account."

Bl ack: "Ckay. MNow that | have the right file it mkes a great

deal nore sense to ne. | wondered how you were changi ng
t he Downstate Police Pension Bill, but | had the wong
file."
Burke: "Well, | wouldn't be the Sponsor of that, Representative."
Black: "So, |'ve been here too |Iong. It doesn't change the

deductibility or any of the good things in the programthat
we' ve al ready established?"

Burke: "No, Sir."

Black: "All right. Fine. Thank you very much. And | apol ogize
for my error."

Speaker Madigan: "There being no further discussion, the Chair
recogni zes M. Hartke."

Hartke: "Thank you. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Hartke: "Representative Burke, is this a cost-saving program to
the Bright Star Programor..."

Bur ke: " No, it's very technical, Representative. It just
encour ages the disbursenent of the account to go to the
beneficiary as opposed to who created the fund. So, if you
as a parent were creating this fund for your child, right
now, the disbursenent would go to you creating it rather
than to your child who was the beneficiary. This |anguage
would permt the fund to be nade payabl e to t he
beneficiary, your child."

Hart ke: "Okay. So it streamlines the process a little nore for

the Treasurer's Ofice which wll probably be a cost-saving
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to the program”

Burke: "I suppose. |'d give you that."

Hartke: "Okay. Thank you."

Burke: "Thanks."

Speaker Madigan: "Is there any further discussion? The Chair
recogni zes M. Burke to close.™

Burke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. As the Menbers of the Body
understand, this is a very inportant programto the young
people of our state. It gives themthe opportunity to
provide... gives our parents the opportunity to provide for
a child' s future education. And again, this is a very
technical change, and one that does not conflict with the
intent of the Bill originally that would provide for the
college savings plan for the future. And I would ask for
t he Body's favorabl e consideration.”

Speaker Madi gan: "The Gentl eman noves that the House does concur
in Senate Anmendnment #1 to House Bill 851. Those in favor
signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed by voting 'no'.
This is final action. Have all voted who wsh? M. derk,
is the Representative Gash switch working? Gkay. Ckay.
Have all voted who w sh? M. Turner, did you wsh to
record yourself? Representative Collins, did you wish to
record yourself? The Clerk shall take the record. On this

guestion, there are 117 people voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no'.

This Bill, having received a... rather the House does
concur in Senate Anendnent #1. And this Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, 1is hereby declared
passed. For what purpose does Representative Gash seek

recogni tion?"
Gash: "Thank you, M. Speaker. On House Bill 4279, | intended to
vote 'yes', and ny switch wasn't working, and | had just

voted 'yes' for it in conmttee."
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Speaker

Dur ki n:

Speaker

Novak:

Madi gan: " Thank you. House Bill 1511. M. Durkin. M.
Clerk. M. Durkin, go ahead.”

"Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bill 1511 is a Anmendnent
that was brought by the State's Attorney Association in
response to a United States Suprene Court decision this

past sumrer Apprendi v. New Jersey in which the U S.

Suprene Court held that courts cannot inpose the extended
term sentence provisions under the State Law unless the
defense is given pretrial notice of the aggravating factor,
and it was proven beyond a reasonable doubt before the
trial court for the trier of fact. What this Bill does it
sets out the charging schene that nust be done if, by
prosecution, if +they are going to seek extended term
sentencing which is sentencing beyond the statutory maxi num
for any offense under the Crim nal Code. I'm wlling to
take any answers (sic-questions). This is an Agreed Bil
by the Prosecution Association. And | believe that there's
no objection... there's no opposition at this point."

Madi gan: "The Gentl eman has noved that the House does
concur in Senate Anendnents #1, 2, and 3. |Is there any
di scussion? There being no discussion, the question 1is,
"Shall the House concur in Senate Amendnents #1, 2, and 3
to House Bill 15117 Those in favor signify by voting
"yes'; those opposed by voting 'no’'. Representative Sl one,
did you wish to vote? The Cerk shall take the record. On
this question, there are 117 people voting 'yes', 0 voting
'no'. This Bill, having received a rather... The House
does concur in Senate Amendnents #1, 2, and 3. And this
Bill, having received a Constitutional Majority, is hereby
decl ared passed. House Bill 50. M. Novak."

"Yes, thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the

House. | nmove to concur in Senate Anendment #1 to House
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Bill 50. Senate Anmendnent #1 becones the Bill. Wat it
does, sinply, is it increases the eligibility standard from
125% to 150% dealing with the | owinconme heating and Energy
Assi stance Programthat's adm ni stered by DCCA. The State
of Illinois received about, roughly, 25 mllion nore
dollars fromthe Federal Governnent recently, and they need
authorization to spend this noney, as well as, nost
inportantly, is to provide nore opportunities for our

indigent citizens and elderly people to help pay their

heating bills during this winter season. As you know, the

Decenber cold snap was pretty harsh on citizens in
I11inois. W're into the first week in January, and it
could be a very long wnter. So, this 1is a nodest
pr oposal . It's going to assist about 19 thousand nore
famlies in the State of Illinois. It does not take care
of every eligible household in Illinois, unfortunately, but

it does help sonewhat. And for those of us that were here
with the Deregulation Bill, the charge that we put on the
gas and electric bills does contribute to a substanti al
anount of noney used to assist people in the weatherization

program as well as |lowincone energy heating assistance.

So, wth that | nove to concur in Senate Anmendnent #1 to
House Bill 50. And | wll be happy to entertain any
guestions.™

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentl eman noves that the House does concur

in Senate Amendnent #1 to House Bill 50. On that question,
the Chair recognizes M. Parke."

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Parke: "Thank you. Representative, you say that this is $25
mllion that comes fromthe Federal CGovernnent?"

Novak: "Excuse nme, M. Parke. | think it's 24.7 mllion."
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Parke: "And is this allocated to every state in the union?"

Novak: "Pardon nme?"

Parke: "Is this kind of noney been allocated to every state in
t he uni on?"

Novak: "Correct. | think the total is about $300 mllion."

Parke: "And it can only be used to help I owinconme famlies?"

Novak: "Correct. It goes right to t he LI HEAP Pr ogr am
adm ni stered by DCCA."

Parke: "WAs there anyone in opposition to this in commttee?"

Novak: "No. No, there wasn't anyone. And there had to have been
at least 25 witness slips supporting the Bill."

Parke: "You earlier said that there will be sone people who wll
not qualify for this because there's not enough noney, or
we have not budgeted enough noney for them |Is that
correct?"

Novak: "Wwell, M. Parke, the sinple... the answer to that
guestion is we don't have enough noney. There's roughly
700 thousand households in this state that are eligible..
that would be eligible under the federal poverty guidelines
to receive | owincone heating assistance, and I don't even
know, | think we mght be sonmewhere at half. The
Deregulation Bill, that you hel ped pass, provided for a
great infusion of dollars into that program \at we're
doing here wwth this 24.7 mllionis we're increasing the
poverty level from 125% to 150% and therefore, broadening
the category or the nunber of people, famlies of four,
specifically, to participate in the program™

Parke: "Well, | think that's a good idea, but what is it going to
be 'first cone, first serve' and the others are just out of
l uck? What are we going to do for the other people?”

Novak: "The noney w Il be allocated by the state. I1t'll be put

into the same pot of noney so to speak that's allocated to
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Par ke:

Novak:

Par ke:

Novak:

Par ke:

Novak:

t he county community service agencies rather it's a
communi ty action program or whether in Kankakee we call it
Kankakee County Services, Inc., and people that fall within
the income guidelines are eligible to apply sane as it's

al ways been."

"But again... Al right, but again, you said this is only
half of what's necessary. Wat are we going to do for the
other half that won't... there won't be enough noney for
t henf"

"Well, | mean that was a rhetorical question. | nean, M.
Parke, if we can get together and everybody in this Body,

and the Senate, and the CGovernor's Ofice and find sone
nmore noney so we can help all those other eligible
households that can apply for it, but the resources just
aren't there. So, if we can find a way this early spring
we should do it."

"So, you're talking about sone kind of a supplenental
budget? |Is that what we're talking..."

"That's a possibility, I think. | nmean, | think we could
di scuss that wwth the Governor's Ofice. W can maybe | ook
at sonme other resources that m ght be around there, but |
think we need to capture as many federal dollars as we can.

And this is an effective utilization of that noney that's

com ng. "
"Was there any talk in commttee, or in presentation of
this legislation, about cutting the tax... the state tax on

this to bring relief to all the citizens of the state, or
are we going to do this Band-Aid to take care of half the
peopl e that are in need? Do you..."

"Well, you know, that's an issue that's been approached
bef ore. My good friend from Danville who sits on that

commttee, we spoke about that this norning. W've talked

10
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Par ke:

Speaker
Lang:

to the nedia about this, about the state utility tax on
natural gas and propane. We've talked about the 135
municipalities in this state that inpose a nmunicipal
utility tax on top of the state tax which to ne seens very
egregious and unfair. But those nunicipalities have the
power to levy those taxes. | suppose we can do a |ot of
jawboning if we wsh, and hopefully, encour age our
nei ghbors at the nunicipal level to abate that tax during

t he heating season, but | haven't seen too nuch novenent on

that part."

"Thank you. To the Bill. M. Speaker, Menbers of the
Body, | think that this is a good idea. |'mgonna vote for
it, but that's not enough. |If the need is double this,

then this Body has the responsibility to work W th
Representative Black to push through his legislation to
bring sonme relief, not only to |owincone, but to all those
that are having a problem paying their fuel bills. | would
encourage the | egislative Leadership of this Body to nake
this a priority to work with Representative Black to make
sure that his legislation is called, and that we all have
an opportunity to vote on that |egislation, also. So,
thank you very nuch, and | plan on voting for this
worthwhile Bill."
Madi gan: "M . Lang."

"Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenmen. | concur in
the Gentleman's Mdtion for Concurrence. Wth the nunber of
peopl e we have in our state suffering with the cost of hone
heating fuel now, it would be unconscionable for anyone to
vote against this Bill. This is a Bill we nust nove along
t oday. In fact, it's too bad we can't include nore in
this. Many mddl e-cl ass people who are way beyond the

poverty level still are having difficulty paying their

11
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heating bills. And | think it would be appropriate for
this Body to meke a loud and clear statenent today, and
then during the Spring Session, in the very early part of

the Spring Session, try to come up with a way that we can

hel p ot her homeowners, and other citizens of our state,

take care of their Dbills. | think youll agree with ne
when | say that I'mreally surprised a Bill like this got
out of the Illinois Senate with the kind of approach they

usual ly have to helping people in need in the State of
[111inois. But I'm pleased it's here today, and | hope
you'll join us in the unani nous vote of support for this
excel l ent piece of legislation.™

Speaker Madigan: "Representative Garrett."

Garrett: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | have held public hearings in
my district over the weekend, and one of the things that we
have realized is exactly what we're hearing today that over
500 thousand residents in this state who qualify for sone
sort of assistance who nake $35 thousand a year or |less are
not going to receive any assistance whatsoever. After
checking in wth DCCA, | realize that in order to qualify
they use a matrix, and the matrix is based on where one
lives, the qualifying incone, and sone other factors. |
think it would be in the best interest of the State of
I1linois, as well as DCCA to provide for that matrix to
insure that we do everything we can to be nore inclusive
and bring in those working-class famlies who need this
kind of assistance the nost. | don't know if there are any
plans to address this, but |I have prom sed ny constituents
that | would stand up and nake this point. Thank you very
much. "

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. An inquiry of the

12
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Chai r?"

Speaker Madigan: "State your inquiry."

Black: "Yes, M. Speaker, | filed a witten Mtion yesterday
pursuant to the applicable House Rule that the posting
requi renents be waived so that ny very nodest tax relief
proposal 4743 could be heard in the Revenue Commttee, and
| noticed that Mdtion doesn't appear on the Cal endar. Dd
that get lost? | mean, not that | was optimstic it was
gonna happen, but 1'd like to see it on the Calendar if at
all possible. It didn't appear. D d the Cerk |ose that?
| think the Motion that appears tries to discharge Rules
Comm ttee..."

Speaker Madi gan: "Yeah. M..."

Black: "...and | had presented that Bill on the 16th of Novenber
in Revenue Committee. O course, |I'mallowd two bites of
the apple. And at that tinme | didn't realize we would be
on January 8th and 9th, so Monday norning | did file a
Motion to suspend the posting requirenments just in case the
Revenue Comm ttee met, and that didn't get on the
Cal endar . "

Speaker Madigan: "Well, M. Black, as you stated, the Mtion was
to suspend the posting requirenments for a conmttee..."

Bl ack: "Yes."

Madi gan: "...and the Mdtion..."

Bl ack: and the coommttee, evidently, isn't going to neet?"

Speaker Madigan: "Correct. And so,..."

Bl ack: "I see."

Speaker Madigan: "... when we were advised that there'd be no
nmeeting of the commttee, sonehow your Motion was |ost."

Black: "I understand. | think it's a noot point, yes."

Speaker Madigan: "A strong wind cane here and blew it away."

Black: "Yes, | understand. | can accept the fact that it's a

13
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noot point."
Speaker Madigan: "Well, maybe it was a light wnd."

Bl ack:

"' mgetting too old to be Don Qui xote, M. Speaker. 1'l]I
not raise that question again. To the Bill, M. Speaker,
before us if | mght? | appreciate Representative Novak's
honesty and forthright explanation of this Bill in
comm ttee. | think Representative Parke has done an
excellent job as has Representative Garrett. This Bill is
highly targeted to extrenmely | owincome seniors and to what
| would call "the working poor'. It does very little, in
fact, probably nothing for mddle-class working famlies
who also need sone relief fromhistoric high heating bill
prices that we have seen. Obviously, ny attenpt to hold in
abeyance the State Uility Tax has died a rather slow and
pai nful death, and it would be useless to try to resurrect
it because the winter will be over before we could get any
action on it. | still think, as Representative Garrett
said, it behooves us to look at additional ways that we
m ght be able to help people get through what is going to
be a very difficult winter. Be that as it may, this Bil
before us which is all we will have a chance to vote on
certainly hel ps, but you know |I've taken a | ot of criticism
in the press by unnanmed spokespersons for the governnent
adm nistration, well, one was naned a Departnent of Revenue
spokesman said, this would only be two bucks a nonth. And
| extend an open invitation to himto visit ny district in
a public neeting and nmake that point to people who are
struggling to pay 580 and $600 a nonth heating bills. | f
he thinks it's only $2 a nonth, | can show himsone utility
bills that would refute that. And there was ot her people
who said, well, we wouldn't know whether the tax was

abat ed. Ladies and CGentlenen, |ook at your utility bill.

14
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That tax is a separate line item It wuld be very easy
for you to track whether or not that tax had been renoved

and if you can do sinple math on the cost per therm you

can figure out whether the 5% was taken off your bill. But
| digress, that Bill is dead, I, at |least, had a hearing,
brief as it may be. So the Bill before us, certainly, is a

step in the right direction to help some of our nost
vul nerable citizens struggle to pay heating bills. But the
cost of this programis not insignificant, it wll approach
$175 mllion during this wnter season. Now that's not
Ceneral Revenue noney |'Il grant you that, but it is a tax.
It's all tax noney whether you go to WAshington and get an
extra appropriation. Where do you think noney from
Washi ngton cones fron? |It's all tax noney, basically, that
we'll spend. It is a stepin the right direction. | join
with Representative Garrett. | think we'll be debating
this Bill in some of the early days of the 92nd General
Assenbly. | do appreciate your work on this Representative
Novak, your forthright honesty in commttee today. This is
but one step we can take, | think we should take, and I
intend to vote 'aye'."

Speaker Madigan: "M . Daniels. M. Daniels.”

Daniels: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. | want to commend Representative Bl ack for the work
that he perforned earlier on | owinconme energy and natural
gas prices. And | for one, whol eheartedly supported House
Bill 4743, which I think Representative Black showed a
great deal of vision and comnmtnent to this overall issue.

| think it was an excell ent approach that he took, and |

think it's unfortunate that, that Bill didn't nove forward.
Having said that now, | do want to commend the Mayor of
Chi cago, and the Governor of the State of Illinois. | had
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the pleasure of sitting with themin their press conference

in Washington, D.C, when the Mayor of Chi cago announced

his | owenergy inconme assistance program as well as the
Governor of the State of Illinois announcing his support
for an energy commssion. | think this is needed. | think
that House Bill 50 before us right now needs our support.

| woul d encourage all Menbers on the Republican side of the
aisle to support this very inportant piece of |egislation.
And in doing so, | want to commend the Governor and the
Mayor of Chicago for their bipartisan cooperation on this
effort. Thank you."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Novak to close.”

Novak: "Well, thank you, M. Speaker. M. Daniels, thank you for
the worthwhile coments. | think you hit it right... hit
the nail on the head. And, M. Black, thank you for your
assistance, and M. Parke. M. Speaker, an i nquiry
with... "

Speaker Madigan: "State your inquiry."

Novak: "Yes, wth |eave of the Chair, would it be appropriate to
add every Menber as a cosponsor to this Bill?"

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman has requested |eave that al
Menbers be added as cosponsors to House Bill 50. |Is there
| eave? Leave is granted. M. Novak to close.”

Novak: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | think this 1is an inportant
Bill since we're faced wth an onsl aught of wi ntery weat her
and we don't know howlong it's gonna last. W have an
eligibility to receive alnost $25 mllion fromthe Federa
Gover nnent . W're increasing the poverty threshold, so
we're gonna be able to allow about 19 thousand nore
households in the State of Illinois, indigent people,
el derly people, struggling nmothers wth children, just

trying to make ends neet. So, it's not the answer to the
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Speaker

Wj ci k:

Speaker

entire problem | just wsh, and I know M. Black echos ny
t houghts, that the Mayor of the great City of Chicago, and
the Mayor of Naperville, and the mayor of about 135 ot her
comunities around the state that inpose a nunicipa
utility tax would encourage their city councils to pass an
ordi nance and abate that tax during this winter season.
It's not a lot of noney but 5 or $10 extra a nonth could
certainly put another neal on the table. So with that,
"1l ask nmy coll eagues to concur in Senate Anendnent #1 to
House Bill 50."

Madi gan: "The Gentl eman noves that the House does concur
in Senate Amendnment #1 to House Bill 50. Those in favor
signify by wvoting 'yes'; those opposed by voting 'no'.
This is final action. Have all voted who w sh? Have al
voted who wish? The Cerk shall take the record. On this
guestion, there are 117 people voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no'.
The House does concur in Senate Amendnent #1 to House Bil
50. And this Bill, having received a Constitutional
Majority, is hereby declared passed. On  Suppl enent al
Cal endar #1, on the Order of Conference Conmmittee Reports,
there appears Senate Bill 168. Representative Wjcik."

"Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House. | nove
to concur with Conference Conmttee Report on Senate Bil
168. It allows the board of trustees of a fire district to
enter into a nultiyear contract, and it will bring it up to
three years instead of two years to appoint the fire chief.

It also allows the board of trustees to appoint the fire

chief. | nove for its favorable passage."”
Madi gan: "The Lady noves that the House adopt the First
Conference Commttee Report on Senate Bill 168. |Is there

any di scussion? There being no discussion, the question

is, '"Shall the House adopt the First Conference Committee
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Bur ke:

Speaker

Report on Senate Bill 1687 Those in favor signify by
voting 'yes'; those opposed by voting 'no'. This is final
action. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wish? The Cerk shall take the record.

On this question, there are 117 people voting 'yes', O

voting 'no'. The House does adopt the First Conference
Comm ttee Report on Senate Bill 168. And this Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby declared

passed. On page 2 of the Regular Calendar, there appears
House Bill 3612. M. Burke. M. Burke. M. Burke."
"Thank you, Speaker. House Bill 3612 would anend the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District Act, and the Senate
Amendnent woul d propose to annex 564 acres of land for
m xed use, primarily single-famly residential hones
|ocated within the Village of South Barrington. The
II'linois EPA has approved the Nor t heastern I11inois
Pl anning Comm ssion's recomendation of transfer of this
land to the Water Reclamation District. 1'd be happy to
answer any questions."

Madi gan: "M . Burke noves that the House does concur in
Senate Amendnent #1 and 2 to House Bill 3612. |Is there any
di scussion? There being no discussion, the question 1is,
"Shall the House concur in Senate Amendnments #1 and 2 to
House Bill 3612?' Those in favor signify by voting 'yes';
those opposed by voting 'no'. Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wi sh? Representative Klingler, did you
wish to vote? Klingler, did you wish to vote? The derk

shall take the record. On this question, there are 114

people voting 'yes', 2 people voting 'no'. The House does
concur in Senate Amendnents #1 and 2 to House Bill 3612.
And this Bill, having received a Constitutional Myjority,

is hereby decl ared passed. On page 2 of the Calendar, on
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Lawf er :

Speaker

Par ke:

Speaker

Par ke:

Speaker

Par ke:

Lawf er :

the Oder of Consideration Postpone, there appears Senate
Bill 1397. M. Lawfer."

"Thank you, M. Chairman. 1397 is a Bill that could..
creates the Industrial Henp Bill. It not only calls for a
study, but also defines industrial henp. There's been
consi derabl e discussion on that. |If there's any questions,
M . Chai r man, lI'd be glad to answer any of those
gquestions.™

Madi gan: "M . Lawfer has noved that the House pass his
Bill, Senate Bill 1397. And is there any di scussion on
this matter? M. Parke."

"Thank you, M. Speaker."

Madi gan: "M . Parke."

"WIlIl the Sponsor yield?"

Madi gan: " Sponsor yields."

"Representative, can you again review with ne and the Body
the concern that people have expressed to nme, as well as
many of the Menbers, about whether or not there is
actually... can be wused for the purpose of... for drug
usage. Can you explain to us why that that's not practica
with your legislation? And also enphasize, again, that

this is a study, and who's doing it, and what do you think

it"ll cost?"

"Ckay, first of all, this Bill does not | egal i ze
marijuana. |t does not legalize industrial henp. It calls
for a study both by the University of Illinois College of
Agriculture as well as the Southern |Illinois University

Coll ege of Agriculture to do a study under very controlled

conditions, very secure conditions that... so that no
individuals... unauthorized individuals are not allowed in
that area. It does... only calls for a study or asks that

these wuniversities obtain the necessary permts to see
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whet her there are varieties that can be gromn in |Illinois
and this is wunder a very controlled condition. | know
t here's been concerns that the State Police have. I will

Par ke:

Lawf er :

Par ke:

Lawf er :

be glad to address them in future legislation, trailer
| egislation, but | think at this present tinme this Bil
that has passed the Senate 49 to 9 is a very contained,
very limted anmount of study that to see whether this could
be a viable alternative crop for the State of Illinois."

"What percentage of the drug actually is in the henp that
woul d be grown on this study?"

" Ckay. This defines industrial henp and defines that
i ndustrial hemp will have a THC, a drug content, of |ess
than .3% My understanding is marijuana could range
anywhere from5 to 25% This would define industrial henp
as having a very low THC and hopefully, the study or
genetic engineering can be acconplished that could be
reached a 0 THC, but it defines industrial henp at that a
very |low THC. "

"This is gonna be a protected study, in other words, only
aut hori zed personnel will be allowed in the growing area
and alsois it... when will it end and how w Il the report

be distri buted?"

"I't's nmy understandi ng, Representative, that it wll be
very controlled and by that | nmean, security fences,
caneras, in that regard. | think the Bill <calls for a
study to be conpleted by January 1 of next... of this..
next year. |'mnot sure that that can be acconplished at
this tine. That's why |'mreferring to a possibility of

trailer Bills that will be necessary maybe to extend the
date of this study, as well as, depending on how and when
they could get the permts and al so, you know, what other

issues may need to be addressed such as the State Police
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Par ke:

Lawf er :

Par ke:

Lawf er :

Par ke:

Speaker

Erwi n:

have asked in that regard.™

"WIIl you make sure that the, if, in fact, this Act
becomes law and we do this, will you let the Legislators
know what the results were from the study? s it your
intention to share those results with us?"

"Right. | think that as this study noves forward ['ll be
glad to keep everybody advised of that and you know, when
we woul d be able to get the permts, when we would be able
to get the seeds that are available to the universities and
| think, the agriculture industry is very much interested
inthis and it will receive a lot of reports in that

regard. So | do plan on doing that, Representative Parke."

"Does the Illinois Farm Bureau support this |egislation?"
"The I11inois Farm  Bureau supports this and ny
understanding is the Illinois Farnmers Union also supports

this legislation.”

"Thank you, Representative."

Madi gan: "Representative Erwin."

"Thank you, Speaker. | just rise also in support of
Senate Bill 1397. Just to remnd the Menbers, | think the
last time we debated this Bill Representative Bill Black
made sone very strong points, | believe, in ternms of the
validity of doing research in this area. Let nme rem nd
you, for anyone that has any concern again, this is only a
research project. This is not legalizing industrial henp.
It is only allowing research to be conducted. W will join
nearly half of the states in proceeding in this and | would
argue strongly that if we do not proceed along this line to
at least do the research on the ability to grow industri al
henp that other states in the M dwest and indeed throughout
the country, wll be so far ahead of us that when the

mar kets open up for this, which | think many of us believe
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Speaker

Har t ke:

it wll, Illinois will be left in the dust. It's not fair
to our agricultural community; it isn't fair to the state's
econony. And | would urge you to vote for this very
i nportant research project. Please vote 'aye'."

Madi gan: "M . Hartke."

"Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker and Menbers of the

House. | stand in support of Senate Bill 1397. As you
know, |I'm a farnmer and the agricultural industry in the
State of Illinois has not enjoyed the economc boom that

the rest of society has enjoyed the |ast several years.

Representative Lawfer has brought to us this piece of

legislation which wll allow for a study. A study, a
research project to the University of Illinois on the
concept of what to do to help agriculture in Illinois and
this is one of those things. Industrial henp could be an
answer for sonme farners in Illinois to plant an alternative
crop. | mght remnd you that several years ago the
University of Illinois was doing years and years of

research on an unknown plant here, not native really to
IIlinois a native to China, and that was soybeans. No one
t hought we woul d ever have soybeans develop into anything

in particular, but today the soybean is the nunber two crop

in the State of Illinois. And |'m not suggesting that
i ndustrial henmp will be a nunber two crop in Illinois ever,
however, it does lead to a ot of potential. But to get to

that potential we have to do a |lot of research and study.

This piece of legislation is that first step to do that

study. The University of Illinois is willing to try under
their research farnms; it will be a controlled study. It
will not be, | guess, out to legalize industrial henp in

any way, but determ ne whether it could and woul d be used

for a val uable product here in Illinois, an alternative for
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I[I'linois farmers. | stand in support of Representative
Lawfer's Bill and | think that each and every one of you
should too. | know that many of you may have voted agai nst

Speaker

Bl ack:

it because you were afraid of what m ght happen, but this

is a study. It is a research project. It's on a limted
scale, a limted basis, the University of I11inois,
possibly Southern Illinois. But |I ask you and beg you to

support this piece of legislation to get this research
started. It's not a quick answer; it's not a quick fix.
But it is something that is absolutely needed to be | ooked
at seriously. |'d appreciate your support of Senate Bil
1397."

Madi gan: "M . Black."

"Thank you very much, M. Speaker and Ladi es and Gentl enen
of the House. | sinply rise, once again, to support the
Centleman's effort in this Bill. For those of you who

subscribe to Capitol Fax, | think Rich MIler, whether vyou

al ways agree with Rich MIler or not, |I think he had a very
interesting article in today's Capitol Fax. | wll put ny
record on supporting tough penalties for illegal drug use
up against anybody in this chanber and |, for one, resent
the overkill and the over enotionalismthat have been used
agai nst the Sponsors of this Bill and anyone who has enough

courage to vote for it insinuating that we sonehow are
trying to back door the legalization of marijuana. That is
a canard that needs to be nipped in the bud and | resent
that inplication. The hyperbole wused to try and def eat
this Bill has been conpletely over the top and if any of
those people fromI|DEA or anybody el se want to conme to ny
district and have a public neeting and debate wth nme about
my record on getting tough on those who m suse drugs, so be

it. You have an open invitation. Al this Bill does is to
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call for a study as others have eloquently stated and if

you read Rich Mller's article today, | just want to quote
one sentence fromDon Brisken, a University of Illinois
prof essor of plant physiol ogy. "There are many uni que

qualities of henp fiber that nmake it ideal for construction
material. Henp fiber can actually nmake a stronger and
lighter conposite plastic than fiberglass and when henp

fibers break, they don't shatter like fiberglass, nmaking a

safer product, say for the interior of a car." W don't
know whether this is a viable product for Illinois farners
or not. W won't know until the study is done and the
study is literally under |lock and key. It doesn't |egalize

marijuana; it doesn't legalize industrial henp; it doesn't
di mnish any penalties for the use of marijuana and | don't
know how it can send a m xed nessage to the school children
of this state who, in all Iikelihood, won't even know this
study's going on. | suppose George Washi ngton Carver faced
the same kind of criticism Wiy do you want to study the
peanut, (Ceorge? There ain't no future in peanuts. |
suppose when soybeans hit the market there were those who
said, 'Wiwy do you wanna study soybeans? You nean, we m ght
eat a soybean?” Well, today's soy products are an integral

part of many of the things that we eat and are also used in

medi ci ne, lubricants and what have you. Soybeans and corn
are a depressed nmarket and if you want to save Illinois
agriculture, then vote for this Bill and give those who are

experts in the field the opportunity to see whether or not
hemp fi ber can be a viable, cash crop for the Illinois
agricultural market. Wat in the world can be construed in
that sentence as softening ny position in opposition to
marijuana or any other illegal drug? I'"'m a parent; |

raised two children. [ know what it's like to do that
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today in this drug-related culture, but to insinuate those
of us who are in favor of this study sonmehow are soft on
drugs, that is a canard; | resent it and | resoundingly
will vote 'yes' and the invitation stands to any of you.
You want to cone in nmy district and debate nme on who's
t ougher on drugs; cone on over, | look forward to it. Vote
‘yes'."
Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Cow i shaw. "

Cow i shaw. "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentl enen of the

House. | opposed this Bill previously and | continue to
oppose it. There are reasons that are neither enotional
nor unfair for why this Bill is on Postponed Consideration.

It has been voted wupon by this chanber before and it
failed. That's what we do occasionally with Bills that are
on sonething called Postponed Consideration. It is ny
opi ni on, having served here for quite sonetinme, that there
are many pieces of legislation over which we will have
differences of opinion. That does not nmean we do not have
respect for those whose viewis different than our own. |
have not hing but respect for the Sponsor of this Bill and
for all of those who support it. But | happen to be one of
t hose people who believes that because this product can be
put to certain types of uses, which not one of us would
endorse and which we nost certainly would not want our own
children or any of this state's children to wuse in that
way, and it is for that reason that | believe the kind of
consideration we need to have for our children, the Kkinds
of progranms we need to pronote to fight drug abuse are nore
i nportant even than any attenpts to support the agriculture
i ndustry. M. Speaker, many of ny forefathers and
forenothers in Illinois were farners; not one of them was

anything but a whol esone person. They would not want the
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farmers of today to be engaged in raising crops that were
anything other than wholesone. | stand in opposition to
this Bill and | amneither frantic nor enotional as the
previ ous speaker accused sone of the opponents of this Bil
of being. There really are justifiable reasons to be
opposed to this Bill that have nothing to do wth the
character of any Menber of this chanber or whether one
respects the Sponsor. The Sponsor of this Bill is a
wonderful man and | know he is an advocate for agriculture
which is what he should be. W all are, but first, we need
to be advocates for our children. Thank you, M. Speaker."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Biggins."

Bi ggi ns: "Yeah, thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentlenen
of the House. | rise in support, unlike the last tine this
Bill was up for a vote, on Senate Bill 1397. | would defer
the Menbers on their conputers today to a site on the Wb
called worldnetdaily.com It's a very good conservative
site, source of many good conservative articles and there's

an article in there today entitled, Put Henp in Your Tank

and it offers nunerous reasons and listings for the use of
henmp, many of which have been referenced on this floor as
well. It also cites other articles of a simlar nature
that are used to support the use of henp. And howin this
case, although the article doesn't state how it'd be
beneficial to Illinois, it lists advantages for Illinois in
the production and manufacture of it, and started by the
research as indicated in Senate Bill 1397. So, |'m happy
to stand in support of Representative Lawfer's Bill."

Speaker Madigan: "M . Mautino."

Mautino: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. And | rise in support to t he Gentl eman' s

| egi sl ation today. Representative Lawfer has | ong been a
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very know edgeabl e advocate of agriculture issues. As a
matter of fact, | just returned froma conference of the

Speaker

Lawf er :

Speaker

Lyons,

agricultural states which included lowa, and nost of the
M dwest states on issues pertaining to agriculture and the
crisis in the farmng comunity now. Everything ranging
from producer production act to | ooking for new markets and
ways to help the famly farm organizations which are in
serious trouble right now And | commend him for having
the courage to bring this legislation forward. It's
intention is honorable; there's been a |ot of hype about
it. And | ooking at sone of the values of the henp products
which are to be used in construction, other materials, |
think, 1is probably a proper thing to do and it was brought
up by many other states that are |ooking at alternate uses
for crops. And | just believe that he should be supported

in this legislation and ask for an 'aye' vote."

Madi gan: "M . Lawfer to close.”

"Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. | want to thank you
for allowing this Bill to come forward. | want to thank
the Sponsors of this Bill. | think there's been a very
t horough di scussion on this Bill. | think that nost of the

guestions have been answered and | ask for a 'yes' vote."

Madi gan: "The question is, '"Shall this Bill pass?" Those
in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed by voting
'no'. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wsh? Turner, did you wish to vote?
The Cerk shall take the record. On this question, there
are 67 'ayes', 47 'noes'. This Bill, having received a
Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. On
Suppl emental Cal endar #1, there appears House Bill 557.
M. Joseph Lyons. Joseph Lyons.™

J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the

27


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF I LLINO S
91st CGENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

134t h Legi sl ative Day January 9, 2001
House. | present to you today House Bill 557. It anends
the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District Act by adding a
new Section to extend the corporate limts of the Wter
Reclamation District to include approximately 60 acres in
Sout heastern Cook County. The par cel IS in an
uni ncor por at ed area bounded by the nunicipalities of
Chicago Heights and d enwood. The Water Recl amat i on
District would service the wastewater needs of a conbi ned
cycle, natural gas-fired internediate |load electric power
pl ant proposed to be built on the parcel. Now, for the
record, there is no known opposition to this. The County
Comm ssioner, Commissioner Sins is in favor of this.
Representative Gglio, whose district this 1is, has no
problemw th this. And this is not considered a peaker
plant to solve any... to answer any questions that my be
rai sed by this. And | would be happy to answer any
addi tional questions, and would ask for your consideration
and favorable vote on this."

Speaker Madi gan: "The Gentl eman noves that the House adopt the
Conference Conmmttee Report and the Chair recognizes M.
Ski nner . "

Skinner: "Yes, would the Gentleman yiel d?"

Speaker Madi gan: " Skinner."

Skinner: "lIs the power plant going to use natural gas?"

Lyons, J.: "To the best of ny know edge, Representative, yes,
natural gas."

Skinner: "And is this is Nycor's delivery systenf"

Lyons, J.: "Whether it's Nycor or Peoples, I'"'mnot sure. |It's
Sout h Subur ban, Representative. Probably Nycor."

Skinner: "Probably Nycor. One of the problens wth peaker plants
or cogeneration plants which are run by natural gas is

that, obviously, it affects the price of natural gas on the

28


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91st GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

134t h Legi sl ative Day January 9, 2001

Speaker

Fowl er:

mar gi n. The last tinme | asked Northern Illinois Gas what
percent age of gas was being used for peaker plants and
cogeneration plants it was 14% nationwide it is 16% |
really think this is one of the reasons that natural gas
prices are higher than they have ever been before."

Madi gan: "Is there any further discussion? There being
no further discussion, the questionis, 'Shall the House
adopt the First Conference Commttee Report to House Bill
557?" Those in favor signify by wvoting 'yes'; those
opposed by voting 'no'. Have all voted who wi sh? Have al
voted who wish? The Cerk shall take the record. On this
gquestion, there are 93 'ayes', and 23 'noes'. The House
does adopt the First Conference Commttee Report on House
Bill 557. And this Bill, having received a Constitutional
Majority, is hereby declared passed. On page 2 of the
Cal endar, on the Order of Consideration Postponed, there
appears Senate Bill 1477. M. Fower."

"Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. Senate Bill 1477, Section 7.1 refers to rentals,
charges, and fees wth respect to any and all |eases,
easenents, right-of-ways, privileges, and permts nmade or
granted by the board. The board may agree upon and col |l ect
the rentals, charges, and fees that are deened to be in the
best interests of the district. And these rentals,
charges, and fees nust be used to defray the reasonable
expenses of the district and to pay the principal and
interest upon any revenue bonds issued by the district.

Back in Novenber when | first presented this, there was

several concerns that this Bill would permt another fee
increase or an additional fee. | would like to report that
the wording that | just read to this Body is identical,

identical to wording found in another location within
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Speaker

Bl ack:

Speaker

Bl ack:

Fowl er:

Bl ack:

Chapter 70. Al this Bill does is sinply nove it from
where it is currently located to another location in the
statutes. It does not give the Shawneetown Port Authority
any nore authority than what the current statutes provide
for, none whatsoever. And the Bill did pass out of the
Senate by a vote of 59-0. 1'Il be happy to try to answer

any questions that you m ght have regarding this."

Madi gan: "M . Fow er noves for the passage of Senate Bil
1477. |s there any discussion? M. Black."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Madi gan: " Sponsor yields."

"Representative, | renenber a previous debate on this
Bill. A couple of things that |I really don't understand
about this Bill. In the Shawneet own Regi onal Por t
District, as | read this, correct me if I'"'mwong, there

are no limts placed on charges and fees that could be
aut hori zed by this port district. |Is that your intent?"

"That is the way, right now, Representative Bl ack,
that... they have that authority now as do the other port
districts in the state.”

"All right, but as staff points out there are 14 regional
port districts in the state and only five of them have this
open-ended fee structure. And |... you know, really I
guess |'masking you a rhetorical question. |  wonder if
it's good public policy to tell any government body you
charge what you think you have to charge to do your job, we
will place no limts on what you decide to charge. Well, |
mean, that raises the question sonmebody who thinks the
charge nmay be excessive, other than hire an attorney, what
recourse do you have? | just... | really... and | don't
know the answer, that's why | say it mght be a rhetorical

guestion. Do you think it's good public policy to tell any
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Fowl er:

Bl ack:

Fowl er:

Bl ack:

port district, 'Hey, whatever it takes, whatever you think
is right, whatever you think is fair and sufficient, you go
ahead and |evy those charges.' Doesn't that give you sone
trepidation? | mean, it's not in ny district, it's down in
yours, and |I'll defer to your judgenent."

"Well, inasnuch as they have that authority now,
Representative Black, you know, | have no problemwth it,
it says just and reasonabl e fees. In the case of the
Shawneetown Port Authority it has seven nenbers on that
board, four of those are appointed by the Governor, the
other three nenbers are appointed by the mayors, the three
villages within the Shawneetown Port District. So agai n,
they have that authority already. It's not sonething that
we're voting here this norning to grant to them"

"One of the interesting things about the Shawnee Port
District, the Shawneetown, excuse ne, is that they also
operate an airport, as well as, operate, regulate, or |ease
any body of water that's adjacent to this district. l's
t here anything in the wunderlying or the substantive
| egislation that says you can't use these fees generated by
water craft to subsidize the operation of the airport or
vice versa for that matter?"

"Wl |, Representative Black, I'mquite famliar with that
area and 1've lived there all ny life and there is no
airport in the county, nuch less wthin the confines of the
port authority. | know that's what the statute says
but..."

"Yeah. Well, this is what staff tells nme. Correct ne if
"' m wrong. Currently, the Shawneetown Regional Port
District may only inpose rentals, tolls or fees for the use
of any public airport. The district also has the power to

levy taxes and 1issue general obligation bonds by a front
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Fowl er:

Bl ack:
Fowl er:
Bl ack:

Fowl er:

Bl ack:

door referendum Are they levying any fees or taxes for
the future construction or feasibility study of an airport,
or has staff nmade an error here?"

"No, I'm not saying staff nmade an error, but | have no

know edge of any intent..."

"Ckay. "

what soever to construct an airport.”
"Okay. As you'll recall, | asked you the last tinme
commercial traffic | can wunderstand why a fee would be

levied on comercial traffic, but this also includes
recreational boaters. |If | go down to your area, and I

have been down in your area before fishing and what have

you, and if | understand this if | get into the port
district that this Bill applies to and want to |aunch ny
pl easure boat, | would be subject to whatever fee they

wanted to charge, and generally speaking, other than a very
smal| access fee, nost pleasure boaters are not subjected
to these kinds of charges. And when we first debated this,
| didn't fully understand that, why... commercial traffic |
understand, but why this attenpt to levy fees on pleasure
boat er s?"

"Representative Black, in the area served by this port
authority, there are two boat |aunches where you can | aunch
your... there are no fees charged for the services there.
| sinply construe that to nmean that if when you're tooling
down the river and your boat breaks down or you need fuel,
then you pull inthere and it's no different then on your
way down to Springfield, if you have car trouble or need
fuel or whatever, you' d pay for those services. But again,
| want to enphasize the two boat ranps there on the river,
there are no | aunching fees inposed upon the boater.™

"And | think that's the point at which we my have a
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Fowl er:

Bl ack:

Fowl er:

Bl ack:
Fowl er:
Bl ack:

Fowl er:

di sagreenent. The legislation would give the authority the
ability to collect charges and fees which would then revert
to the port district. And staff says, and that would
i ncl ude barges, and pleasure boats. So, it's a fee that
isn't specified in the legislation, and a fee that could be
levied by the district, and there is nothing in the
| egi sl ation that says what a reasonable fee m ght be. And
| think that is a point of sone |legitinmate concern by those
who would own a bass boat or, you know, they woul d want
sonme constructive notice as to what the fee is gonna be
before they head down for a weekend of fishing in Southern
I[1linois. And I'"'msure that it would be published at sone
point, but this doesn't give boat owners a real good
opportunity to say, well is it $5, is it $10, | nean, give
me sone idea. This legislation is extrenely open-ended. |
guess that's the concern | have with it."

"Well, it 1is consistent, | think, Representative Bl ack,
with other..."

"Well, as you've said that, right."

port districts. And what |'m proposing here, again,
is already in the statutes, though I don't think the vote
here today is gonna..."
| understand that..."
"Yeah. "
but only five port districts have that open-ended

ability. The other nine do not. So, | guess it's a public
policy question and |[|'lIl certainly defer... You know,
obviously, if the fee is excessive, the |law of di m nishing
returns set in. | mean, voters wll vote wth their
trailer and their vehicle. | nean, if it's excessive fees,
they're just not going to go there..."

"Yeah, | agree.”
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Black: "So, | nmean, there's sone... there's at |least sone
internal pressure to be conpetitive, but and heaven knows,
your district and mne need to develop every conceivable
tourism hook or anything else we <can in light of our
econom ¢ devel opnent difficulties. But, I'd be less than
honest if | told youl just... I'"'mhaving a very difficult
time understanding what the ultinmte purpose of this Bil
is, but I do thank you for answering the questions."

Fowl er: "Yeah. | mght add too that | think this has been in
effect since 1961, and they still have not charged any fees
for you | aunchi ng your personal craft.”

Speaker Madigan: "Is there any further discussion? There being
no further discussion, M. Fower to close."

Fower: "I mght just add in closing, M. Speaker and Menbers of
t he House, that this passed out of the Senate by a vote of
59- 0. It would indicate to me that probably they didn't
share sone of your concerns, Representative Black. So, in
closing I would ask for an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentlenman noves that the House pass House
Bill... rather that the House pass Senate Bill 1477. Those
in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed by voting
‘'no' . Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wi sh? Four people have not voted. M .
McCarthy and M. Lang, did you wish to vote? The Cerk
shall take the record. On this question, there were 63
‘ayes', and 53 'noes'. This Bill, having received a
Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. On
page 2 of the Calendar, there appears Senate Bill 1855.
M. Cerk, what is the status of this Bill?"

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1855, the Bill's been read a second
tinme, previ ously. No Comm ttee Amendnent s. Fl oor

Amendnent #1, offered by Representative Burke, has been
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approved for consideration.”

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Burke."

Burke: "Thank you, Speaker. Amendnent  #1 would increase the
district office allotment by $4 thousand for the House of
Representatives, and by 6 thousand for each Senate district
of fice. And the COLA w Il be based upon the Enpl oynent
Cost Index, wages and salaries, by occupation industry
groups, state and |ocal workers as published by the U S

Departnent of Labor. This is the sane COLA that Menbers of
the General Assenbly receive each year. And the COLA would

be begi nning July 1st, 2002. 1'd be happy to answer any
gquestions.™
Speaker Madi gan: "The Gentl eman has noved for the adoption of the

Amendnent. The Chair recognizes M. Black."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. W1l the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Bl ack: "Representative, first of all, let me say | intend to vote
for this Bill. Expenses seemto always rise faster than
dollars to pay them But, there's one concern, and | think
it was raised in conmttee by Representative Poe, and we
were trying to discuss this and we don't have a real good
answer . | mean, obviously, the Senate district is bigger,
has nore people, but then they... and consequently, they
get nore noney to operate a district office or two, but
this builds in an ever-increasing disparity by that CCOLA
Assuming you get a 4% bunp in your district office
allotnent, there constantly... instead of being relatively
cl ose together as we always have been, over a 10 year
period they will begin to nove consi derably beyond what our
district office allowance would be, and |I'm not sure that

that was the intent of the legislation as it started out
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Bur ke:

Bl ack:
Bur ke:

Bl ack:
Bur ke:

Bl ack:

when we first went to district office allotnment. | nean, |
won't be here ten years fromnow, but at sonme point the
di sparity between a district office and a House Menber, and
a district office expense and a Senate Menber, wll be
several thousand dollars apart.™

"Well, nmaybe you began to answer what your concerns were,
Representative, when you did indeed suggest that the
districts are double in terns of the constituency."”

"Correct. Correct.™

"And | believe that maybe just discussing the 1issue the
Senate possibly could have come to us with, in fact, double
what our allocation would be. There is, and Representative
Poe did raise the issue in commttee this norning, and |
don't know that this would answer your concern, but there
woul d be a 5% cap on the increase. It may still..."

"Ckay. Al right."

"...there mght be disparity in the amobunts over a period
of tinme, and as you said, in ten years, you know, maybe
none of us wll be around to worry about it."

"I know vyou're |ooking at one who can guarantee you he
won't be around here 10 years fromnow. But, | think it's
a step in the right direction and at sonme point they may
have to | ook at narrowi ng the gap. Those who do this job,
as you know, work very hard. W're often the targets of
criticism and sonetines, justifiably so. But those who
have a good | egislative aide and run a good district office
constituent operation, it is believe me, a full-tinme job
and then sonme. And it is very hard to find people who w ||
do the work that we do, and treat people with dignity and
respect, because they're not always happy when they cone to
us, for a 12 thousand or a $14 thousand salary. Those days

are gone. So, | certainly have no problemw th this. And
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Speaker

Curri e:

t hose who cone after us will have to, perhaps, address the
ever-wi dening disparity between the districts. But |
commend you for bringing this forward. | know ny |andlord
wi |l be nost appreciative. Thank you."

Madi gan: "Representative Currie.”

"Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. | think
that the disparity between Senate and the House office
allotnments reflects the reality that what this noney is
about is not lining Legislators' pockets it's about
provi di ng adequate services to our constituents. Senators,
as we know, have twice as nmany constituents as House
Menbers do, and it seens to ne that a disparity is nore
than justified. Let ne reiterate. This is about service
to our constituents. |It's about the postage we pay to
communi cate with them the telephone bills that respond
when we answer their phone calls, it's paying the rent,
payi ng the heat, and paying sal ari es. Let nme point out
what is is that an alderman in the Cty of Chicago gets for
precisely these sanme expenses: 33 thousand plus for the
expenses of rent, utilities, telephone; 25 thousand plus
for contractual enployees; 138 thousand plus for regul ar
sal aried enployees. W are looking, in that city, of
al dermanic offices which serve far fewer constituents than
we do, of nearly $200 thousand. | would urge the Menbers
of this House that increasing the House anobunt to $61
t housand, about 30% of what an alderman in the Gty of
Chi cago gets to run that operation, is hardly egregious, in
fact, one could argue that it isn't nearly enough. | am
sure that sone will propose that this legislation is about
l[ining our pockets, nothing could be further fromthe
truth. This noney is essential if we really are going to

serve the constituents who ask for service fromus. So, |
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woul d hope that every Menber of this House would be willing
and able to stand up for the institution, and stand up for
our responsibilities not only as | awrakers in Springfield,
but as governnment officials serving the people in our
districts. | strongly urge an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Milligan."

Mul I'i gan: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | would also like to add a
cooment. And will the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker WMadi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Mul I'i gan: "Representative, | don't know if you know, it's ny
understanding that the Senate gets their Springfield fax
line paid for and installed, whereas in the House, we have
to pay for that if we want it. Since everybody, basically,
uses faxes, why isn't it that the House shouldn't be..
have that paid for just fromthe general overall allotnent
rather than out of our district office allotnent?"

Burke: "Representative, | don't know that that is, in fact, the
case. | mean, on what authority do you have t hat
under st andi ng?"

Mul ligan: "In the last... Each year that we nove forward with
technol ogy, constituents that we represent expect us to be
right wup there in technology. | think there should be an
allotment, also to help us wth Internet provi ders,
generally just technology, technology for the office down
here, technology for the district office. Because of the
vast expense for that, and the cost... you know, basically,
when | look at ny district office allotnment | put noney
into the staff people there because the npbst inportant
thing is constituent services. The people that they help
and the quality of the person on the other end of the line,
and particularly now, wth the way enploynent is ful

enpl oynent, or at least it has been, it's harder and harder
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to find a qualified person for the amount that we pay. And
when it cone to technology, | end up picking up a |ot of

that noney either out of a canpaign fund or out of ny

personal noney. So, | think that we ought to take a | ook
at, and | agree with what your Bill says, but | think we
ought to take a look at... we don't pay any less than the

Senate does for individual technology, yet they get a
hi gher office allowances. |In sone instances, people feel
nmore confortable with us and we do the Senate's... you
know, we do the mjority of the Senator's constituent
services if you have a good person at the other end of the
line. | think that the fact that the Senate gets nore, and
that they get nore and can pay for nore in the area of
technol ogy should be nmade a little nore equitable. And
al t hough, what you're trying to do | certainly commend,
because we have things we cannot keep up, the cost of
living, and particularly, for people in the district
of fice. | think technol ogy all owances ought to be | ooked
at again in the future, and that we ought to be given a
| arger allotnment for that, because each year the price goes
up. Thank you."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Burke has noved for the adoption of the
Amendnent. Those in favor say 'aye'; those opposed say
'no' . The 'ayes' have it. The Amendnent is adopted. Are
there any further Amendnents?”

Clerk Bolin: "No further Amendnents. No Motions filed."

Speaker Madi gan: "Third Readi ng. Read the Bill for a third
time."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1855, a Bill for an Act in relation to
the General Assenbly. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Madigan: "The Bill is now on the Order of Third Reading.
And the Chair recognizes M. Burke."
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Burke: "Thank you again, Speaker. | think the previous speakers
made the case very well that, indeed, we have t he

Speaker

opportunity today to conplinent and thank our staffs that
manage our affairs at the district office, and certainly,
we should not forget our staff here in Springfield as well.
We all understand the increasing cost of doing business no
matter in what arena, whether it be government or private
i ndustry. | think we would all agree that it's becom ng
nore costly to operate an efficient office, and indeed,
this legislation would begin to accommodate sone of those
concerns, and certainly, | wuld ask all the Menbers'
favorabl e consideration, and vote 'aye' in favor of Senate
Bill 1855. Thank you."

Madi gan: "The question is, '"Shall this Bill pass?" Those
in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed by voting
'no' . Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh?

Have all voted who wish? The derk shall take the record.

On this question, there were 77 '"ayes', 40 'noes'. This
Bill, having received a Constitutional Majority, is hereby
decl ared passed. M. Hultgren, do you wish to call your

House Resol ution 916? Ladies and Centlenen, if | can have
your attention, this concerns our schedule for the day.
We, in the House, have conpleted alnpost all of our work.

W are now waiting for Senate action on certain Bills such

as a possible pension Bill. The plan is for the House to
stand at ease. | would recommend you go to lunch. W don't
expect that we'll be comng back into Session anything

earlier than 2 o' clock this afternoon. But, once you hit 2
o' cl ock you should be close to the chanber ready for a cal

to conme back into Session, so the House shall stand at
ease. The Cerk has read the Agreed Resolutions.

Representative Currie noves for the adoption of the Agreed
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Resol uti ons. Those in favor say 'yes'; those opposed say
'no'. The 'ayes' have it. And the Agreed Resolutions are

adopt ed. M. derk. And if the Menbers of the Rules
Committee would retire to the Speaker's Conference Room for
a neeting of the Rules Conmttee, imediately. Thank you.
The Chair recognizes the Cerk."

Clerk Bolin: "Commttee Report. Representative Barbara Flynn
Currie, Chairperson fromthe Conmttee on Rules, to which
the following legislative neasures were referred, action
taken on January 9th, 2001, reported the sanme back with the
foll ow ng recommendati ons: "direct floor consideration
for House Resolution 981, House Resolution 986, House
Resol ution 972, and Conference Commttee Report #1 to
Senate Bill 1707."

Speaker Madi gan: " The Chair recognizes the Cderk for an
announcenent . "

Clerk Bolin: "Supplenental Calendar #2 is being distributed."”

Speaker Madi gan: "On Suppl enental Cal endar #2, on the Oder of
Concurrence, there appears House Bill 3841, M. Durkin.
M. Durkin."

Durkin: "M. Speaker, |1'd ask if you' d suspend the posting
requi renents of Senate Amendnent 1 and 2 to House Bill
3841."

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman noves to suspend the posting
requirenents to permt the imrediate consideration of
Senate Amendnents #1 and 2 in conmttee. 1Is there |eave?
Leave is granted. On the Order of Supplenental Cal endar
#2, there appears Senate Bill 1707, M. Hoffman. Senate
Bill 1707, M. Hoffman. The Chair recognizes M. Leitch."

Leitch: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. Conference Conmttee
#1 to Senate Bill 1707 deals wth enterprise zones.
Presently, in enterprise zones the sales tax credits for
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building materials are only available if they are purchased
within the county or the nmunicipality where the enterprise
zone is located. The primary purpose of Senate Bill 1707
expands the opportunity to purchase materials statewde in
order to qualify for the sales tax exenption. The purpose
for that is that in some comunities the stores do not
exist fromwhich to purchase the materials, and therefore,
the enterprise is not advantaged by the sales tax benefit.

Anot her probl em has been that sonmetinmes storefronts are set

up as al nost sham conpanies to sell these to nmake avail abl e

the sales tax credit. This Bill, | think, is a very
reasonable way to address those problens, and | believe
will work very well. The second portion of this Bill deals
wth the Metro East WMss Transit. It's an agreenent

bet ween t he Departnent of Revenue and the netro area nass
transit district at the request of Representative Hoffman.
And it clarifies some tax sharing information so that the
mass transit district wll be able to accurately do its
business. Wth that I will ask for any questions, and ask
for your approval."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Leitch has noved that the House adopt the
Conference Commttee Report on Senate Bill 1707. 1s there
any discussion? There being no discussion, the question
is, '"Shall the House adopt the First Conference Conmttee
Report on Senate Bill 1707?" Those in favor signify by
voting 'yes'; those opposed by voting 'no'. Have all voted
who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? The Clerk shall take
the record. On this question, there are 114 people voting
'yes', 3 voting 'no'. The House does adopt the First
Conference Conmmttee Report on Senate Bill 1707. And this
Bill, having received a Constitutional Majority, is hereby

decl ared passed. The Chair recognizes Representative
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Currie for a Mdtion."

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. | nove the House adopt House
Resolutions 972, 981, and 986. These have been reported
favorably by the Rules Commttee, and they are printed on
the Cal endar, as Supplenental #2, currently on your desks.
| know of no opposition. The vote in the Rules Conmttee
was unani nous. "

Speaker Madigan: "The Lady has noved for the adoption of the
Resol utions |isted on Suppl enental Cal endar #2. Those in
favor say 'aye'; those opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have
it. The Motion is adopted. And House Resolution 972,
House Resol ution 981, and House Resol ution 986 are adopted.
M. Cerk. M. derk."

Clerk Bolin: "Attention, Menbers. The Rules Commttee wll neet
i mredi ately in the Speaker's Conference Room™

Speaker Madigan: "The Cerk for an announcenent.”

Clerk Bolin: "Commttee Report. Representative Barbara Flynn
Currie, Chairperson fromthe Commttee on Rules, to which
the followng neasures were referred, action taken on

January 9th, 2001, reported the sanme back wth the

foll ow ng recommendati ons: "direct floor consideration
for House Bill 4267, referred to concurrence, approved for
consi derati on. Suppl enent al Cal endar #3 IS bei ng
distributed."

Speaker WMadi gan: "Suppl enental Cal endar #3, there appears House
Bill 4267. The Chair recogni zes Representative R ch Mers.

Representative Rich Myers."

Myers: "I nove to waive the posting notice requirenent."”

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman noves to suspend the posting
requi renent for House Bill 4267. |Is there |leave? Leave is
granted. Judiciary | Commttee wll neet in Room 114

i mredi ately, and the House will stand at ease. So again,
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the Judiciary I Commttee will neet imediately in Room
114, and the House shall stand at ease. The House shal

conme to order. The Chair recognizes M. Acevedo."

Acevedo: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the

Speaker

Lyons,

House. At this tine I'd like to recognize a coll eague of
ours who had the extrene privilege of working here in
Springfield, M. Edgar Lopez. A man who served a termin
t he House of Representatives for eight years and he served
his community well. Edgar came down here with anbitions
and dreans for his comunity, and he fulfilled everyone,
and acconplished everyone of those goals he wanted to do.
And for that, his community is a better place. "' m not
here to say goodbye to Edgar, but I'mhere to |l et himknow

that you've built friendships here in Springfield, Edgar,

and those friendships wll last forever. | want to w sh
you and your famly the very best. | know there's great
success ahead of you. And | know you... The man that you
are, Edgar, you will acconplish those goals and you're
gonna succeed in the future. 1'd also like to say to the
ot her col |l eagues who are | eaving us here today, | wish you

and your famly the best of luck and I know you have great

futures, great success stories ahead of you. Thank you."

Madi gan: "M. Lyons."
J.: "Thank you, Speaker. | just want to add to what Eddi e
had to say in regards to Edgar Lopez. 1It's been a pleasure
to sit here for the last two years next to Edgar. As a
third ternmer, | certainly learned a |ot fromhimand our

friendshi p devel oped, but it was always interesting here,

Speaker, too, to sit between the two Menbers of Leadership

here, | felt like I was working a sw tchboard when their
phone calls kept comng in. And it's a job | wll
certainly mss, Edgar, but like we all know, every dark
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cloud has silver |Ilinings and you' re destined for great
things. For the two of you, Lopez's, we wll mss you,
we'll |love you, but we'll see you. God bless you both."

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Burke."
Burke: "Thank you, Speaker. | too, amdelighted to join in this

Resol ution congratul ati ng Edgar Lopez, our aisle mate, our

friend, our buddy. He saved ne froma couple of mgjor
deals down here, and I wll, i ndeed, m ss hi s
col | eagueship, but | certainly won't mss his friendship,

he's not going all that far away, particularly in the Cty
of Chicago. So, Edgar, all the best to you. You know t hat
we have the highest regard for you, and wi sh you not hi ng
but the best in your future and maybe soneday vyou'll cone
back. "

Speaker Madigan: "M. Capparelli.”

Capparel li: "Edgar, what can | say. Eight years you' ve been here
and watching the aisle for us when we were absent from our
seats here. You've done a great job with telling us what
was going on half the tine. Edgar always had the one sense
that he knew what was going on at all tinmes. And we're
sorely going to mss you, Edgar, but | know you'll be back
God bl ess you."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Capparelli, did you want to say anything
about the departure of M. Bugiel ski?"

Unknown: "He's at a |loss for words."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Bugielski, did you want to say anything
about your departure.”

Bugielski: "No. | owe you one, now. | just walked in and | was
downstairs at the tinme. So, just on the House Resol ution
on Edgar Lopez, it was an honor serving wth Edgar here.
It was great to have a Menber of our row, we have a | ot of

fun in this row, and we're certainly gonna mss him but |
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Speaker

Lei t ch:

Speaker

know he will still be around to visit us. W w sh himthe
best for we had great tinmes together, many nenories, and
I'"'m sure he's gonna be around here many tinmes to relive
these nmenories. But, he may be out of the House, but he'l
still be around. We wish himthe best of luck and the best
of health in the future years. Good |uck."

Madi gan: "There are several people seeking recognition,
and | would sinply ask if those seeking recognition are
seeking to address House Resol ution 993, which is concerned
with M. Lopez. So, M. Leitch, is that what you wish to
speak to? M. Leitch."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. There's no Menber for whom I
have hi gher respect in the chanber than Edgar Lopez, and,
Edgar, it's been a wonderful opportunity to get acquai nted
with you. It's been an even better opportunity to get
acquainted with your lovely wfe, Lilly, whoml| see is

joining you. You truly have a lot to offer, and |ike many

of the others who' ve expressed thenselves, | hope you're
back soon."
Madi gan: "M . Rutherford, did you wish to speak to 9937

M. Rutherford."

Rut herford: "Yes, M. Speaker. Thank you. Edgar Lopez and |

Speaker

have had the chance to do a rather uni que experience. And,
Edgar, as you see the wevolution of what's gonna happen
south of Florida, and you see the day that normalization
for Cuba starts to cone to this country, and it wll, we
both know that, | want you to know that you had taken a
significant part in hel ping Governor Ryan do what he did in
the Country of Cuba. Anbassador Remrez sends his regards,
w shes you the greatest. And, Edgar, | too, |ook forward
to seeing you return here with us in Springfield."

Madi gan: "Representative Wjcik."
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Wj ci k:

Speaker

Lopez:

Speaker

Erwi n:

"Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House. Edgar,
| just want to wsh you Ilots of luck. You and | have
wor ked together very closely, and we've had nmany a good
conversation and sone wonderful evenings and sone nice
tines. And only the best to you and your famly. And | am
hopi ng that you're going to cone back soneday. So, God

bl ess and enjoy."

Madi gan: "M . Lopez. M. Lopez."
"Well, it was kind of unexpected. First of all, thank you
for all of those who have spoke on this Resolution. | want

to thank all of you, everyone, for hel ping nme represent ny
district well. You know, it's... we're always down here to
do what's best for our comunities, and all of you have
pl ayed a part in making ny district a better place to |ive.
| want to especially thank those who served in the Roberto
Cl enmente H gh School investigation because, no matter what
happens, ny district and ny school is a better place today
after the changes have been nade as a result of the
i nvestigation. And regardl ess of what' s happened
politically, ny district and ny school is a better place
today than it was three years ago. So a special thanks to
all of you who served under trenendous pressures. But,
t hank you. Thank you again on behalf of ny comunity and
behalf of ny wife and ny famly. Thank you. You have not
seen the last of ne. | wll be around. "1l continue
participating in issues that are inportant to people in ny
area and in the H spanic community at large in the State of

II'linois. M. Speaker, thank you and thank Governor Ryan.

And God bless you all. And, we'll be around. Thank you."
Madi gan: "Representative Erwin."
"Thank you, Speaker. I'd j ust like to comend
Representative Burke for being a lot nore on the ball than

a7


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91st GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

134t h Legi sl ative Day January 9, 2001
sone of the rest of us were. So, on behalf of many of our
ot her coll eagues on this side of the aisle, | hope you wll
all join me in wshing the very best to one of... a nunber
of our colleagues who are |eaving today who we've really
enjoyed working wwth and serving with. First of all, I'd
like to nention a good friend and a Cl ass of '92 Menber,
and a terrific Chairman of the Judiciary Conmttee, Lauren
Beth Gash. We will mss you, Lauren. WAnda Sharp. WAnda
Sharp is also going on to bigger and better things. Wnda,
Sonia Silva. Larry Wllard (sic-Wolard) wll carry all of
our Bills over in the Senate, so just make sure that...
Larry prom ses to pass any of our Bills for us in the State
Senat e. And at |east on our side of the aisle we have a
bit of a problemw th that. Thank you so nmuch, Larry.
WIllis Harris and Coy Pugh are also going on to open new
chapters in their life. And | know you will join all of us
in wishing all of themthe very best."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Daniels.™

Daniels: "Wll, M. Speaker, we've had or have three departing
Menbers. | said had because one of our Menbers |left
earlier, and as in the Republican principles, we always
send Menbers on to bigger and better things. TimJohnson
has gone to Congress, has been sworn in as a Congressman
and serves us now in Washington, D.C. So, Tom all the way
in Washington... Tim all the way in Washi ngton and we want
to thank you for all you' ve done, and congratul ations to
Ti m Johnson for years of service in the General Assenbly,
and good luck in Washington, D.C. | know he'll hear your
appl ause. Bill Brady has been an effective and good Menber
of the House Republican organization. W're delighted to
have spent many, many years, | think, since 1993, well wth

Bill Brady here in the 1Illinois GCeneral Assenbly. He
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represents an area that thinks very, very highly of him
and we | ook forward to hearing many, many good things from
Bill Brady in the future, as we know we will. Bill, good
luck to you and your famly, best wi shes to you and thanks
for being a part of our caucus that's serving the peopl e of
Il'linois. Cal Skinner and | have served an entire
| egislative career together. He took a brief respite for
awhi |l e and cane back, and | can tell you that no one in the
Ceneral Assenbly knows nore about the tax structure, in
particular, the property tax structure than Cal Skinner.
He's been an effective and inportant Menber of our caucus,
a valued friend, one that we've all |ooked to for advice in
taxation matters. Cal, whatever vyour future may hold I
know it will be excellent and one that you wll speak very
clearly and forcefully on vyour viewpoints. W want to
congratul ate you and thank you for being of service to the
people of Illinois for these many, nmany years. Cal
Ski nner, good luck to you. And, M. Speaker, those are our
t hree Menbers."

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Schoenberg.™

Schoenberg: "Thank vyou, M. Speaker. There was a Menber on our
si de whose nane was not nentioned, who | did wsh to
express, on behalf of the Body, all of our appreciation.
That Menber was Representative Mke Gglio, who followed in
the footsteps of his father who was a Menber of vyour
Leadership team M. Speaker, for many years. His father
Frank, represented the southern subur bs W th gr eat
tenacity, and great conpassion. And M ke not only followed
in that very tradition but he blazed his own trail and was
very consci entious about the issues, especially those that
pertained to the daily lives, inproving the daily |ives of

wor ki ng men and wonen. So, on behalf of all of us, | would
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want to extend ny gratitude and appreciation, not just for
the professional courtesies that were shown, but also for
the friendship that was extended throughout the many hours
that we shared together here in this Body. I1'd like to
cl ose ny remarks, M. Speaker, by adding one final personal
note. | personally amgoing to mss many of the coll eagues
who have gone on to seek other chall enges. But one in
particular | wsh to share with you a few thoughts with
and | certainly hope | don't enbarr ass her, but
Representative Lauren Beth Gash has been soneone who has
stood beside ne for many years in fighting sonme very
difficult battles along the northshore. At a tinme when the
northshore was really considered to be a one-party part of
the world and it was not a Denocratic part of the world,
Lauren and |, nonethel ess, sought to carve out a different
way, a way that was reform oriented, a way that was
thoughtful, a way that was intelligent, and we didn't
al ways prevail, we weren't always right, and I think we'd
be the first to admt to it, but it was whatever Lauren
showed t hroughout her career, it wasn't w thout any |ack of
care, lack of commtnent, |lack of conpassion for those,
particul arly t hose who couldn't care for their own
interests all the tinme. And | knowthat all of wus wll
feel sone neasure of sadness for those who are going on to
seek other challenges that they won't be with us on a daily
basis. But | just wanted to tell you that Lauren Beth Gash
| found to have so many exenplary qualities, and while she
and | worked together on things and didn't always see the
sane way as many of us don't always see the sane way on how
to achi eve an objective or achieve a goal. | have net very
few people in public service, Denocrat or Republican, who

put their heart into what they did to the extent that
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Speaker

G | es:

Lauren Beth Gash has. And, Lauren, as your friend, and as
your nei ghbor, and as your partner in crine, | want to, on
behal f of everybody here, extend ny best and certainly hope
that you can continue to make the lives of so nany people
better as you have up until now. Thank you."

Madi gan: "M. Gles."

"Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. On behalf of the Illinois Legislative Black Caucus,
| would sinply like to just express ny appreciation for
four of our Menbers who will be |eaving, as was previously
mentioned, Representative WIllis Harris, Representative Coy
Pugh, Representative Wanda Sharp, and Representative Sonia
Silva. VWat's so special to nme, and special with two of
our Menbers, Representative Coy Pugh and Representative
Wanda Sharp is that these individuals was a man and woman
of the «cloth. They truly had a divine order about
thensel ves. As Representative Sharp gave the invocation
this norning, it represented a spirit of newness, it
represented a spirit of godliness, it represented a spirit
of righteousness that we should have in this Body. And
we're truly gonna mss that. W're truly gonna mss
soneone that's gonna stand and debate the issues with you,
but also, is going to express to you that we should do it
the right way, and the righteous way. W' re gonna m ss
that. 1'mgonna mss Representative Coy Pugh who's a
CGent | eman t hat truly st ands for people that are
i ncarcerated, an individual that is incarcerated wongly,
and judged wongly. W're gonna m ss Representative Harris
who truly has sonething encouraging to say to every Menber
that he had cane for. He's truly gonna be mssed. And, of
course, Representative Sonia Silva who has a life of fight

in her. She fights for her district. And that's truly
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Speaker

Myers:

Speaker

what we're all down here for. So, | would sinply like to
say that these individuals will go on to hi gher endeavors,
but they will be mssed. And even though we w Il have a
new Body conme to replace them and we hope that that Body
cones in wth the same vigor and vitality as the Menbers
that they preceded. So, | would just sinply like to say
that, they should be commended for the work that they have
done for their districts in the State of Illinois. Thank
you, M. Speaker."

Madi gan: "On Suppl enental Calendar #3, there appears
House Bill 4267. M. Rich Myers. M. Mers."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bill 4267, as anended,
provi des that panels of at least three instead of five
menbers of the Prison Review Board shall decide specified
cases relating to prisoners. This Amendnent corrects an
error in drafting when the Prisoner Review Board was
increased to 15 nenbers in Senate Bill 1860. LRB went
through the ACT and increased every nunber of nenbers
required to the ACT proportionately. This defeated the
purpose of the increase in nenbership which was to reduce
the strain on the current nenbers. This increase is
required... in required signatures for action could create
a situation which prevents prisoners who are granted parole
frombeing released immediately because signhatures are
being chased down. And at this point in tinme, there's no
known opposition to this Anmendnent. I respectfully,
request passage of the Amendnent and the Bill."

Madi gan: "The GCentleman noves that the House concurs in
Senate Anendnent #1 to House Bill 4267. s there any
di scussi on? There being no discussion, the question is,
"Shall the House concur in Senate Anendnent #1 to House

Bill 4267?" Those in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those

52


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91st GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

134t h Legi sl ative Day January 9, 2001
opposed by voting 'no'. This is final action. The derk
shall take the record. On this question, there are 116
peopl e voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no'. The House does concur

in Senate Arendnent #1 to House Bill 4267. And this Bill
having received a Constitutional Mjjority, is her eby
decl ared passed. (oing back to House Resol ution 993, which
was concerned with Representative Edgar Lopez, and on that
Resol ution, M. Burke noves that the House do adopt House
Resol ution 993. Those in favor say 'aye'; those opposed
say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it. And House Resolution 993 is
adopted. Representative Hannig. M. Hannig."

Hanni g: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House. | nove
for the approval of House Journals #1 through #132. The
Journal Review Committee has examned the Journals and
requests that they be approved. This has been exam ned by
both sides of the aisle. So, | would nove the we approve
House Journal s #1 through House Journals #132."

Speaker Madigan: "You've all heard the Gentlenman's Mtion. Those
in favor say 'aye'; those opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes
have it. And M. Hannig's Mdtion is adopted. The Chair is
prepared to adjourn. The Chair recognizes M. Daniels.”

Daniels: "M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House. | know
you' re prepared to adjourn sine die which brings to a close
another legislative Session, being the 91st Session. On
behal f of House Republicans, | want to thank all Menbers of
the General Assenbly, Denocrats and Republicans alike, for
your trenendous spirit of cooperation, and yes, your
dedication to your principles. M. Speaker, | want to
t hank you for your help over the past two years. o
course, there would be a few things we wi sh you had changed
a little bit, but that being the case, we still had many

areas of acconplishnents: from the area of senior tax
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relief and prescription drugs, to continued inprovenent in
education fundi ng and school construction grants, to the
area dealing with Illinois First and the inprovenent of
funding on those levels. There are many areas that we can
be very proud of in acconplishnments. On behalf of House
Republicans, | want to thank a staff that | think worked
extrenely hard for Republican Menbers of the GCeneral
Assenbly, and who put in innunerable and countless hours to
serve the people of Illinois. So, let nme offer ny thanks
to a great staff, many of whom have gone on, as you know,
to other areas whether it's Congress or otherwhere, and now
we are joined by a former Menber, in Bob Churchill, who
will help forge our relationship into the 92nd Genera
Assenbl y. So, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentl enen of the
House, ny thanks for your help over the years and the
acconplishnments of the 9l1st GCeneral Assenbly. W |ook
forward to tonorrow to a new legislative Session, and
congratulations to you, Sir. |'madvised that |'m suppose

to make a Motion to adjourn sine die."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Daniels has noved that the House adjourn
sine die. Before we take the Motion, | would like to thank
all  of the Menbers of the House, and of course, in
particul ar, the Denocratic Menbers and all staff on both

sides of the aisle, and in particular, the Denocratic Staff
for the fine work and dedication that all of you have given
to this particular Session of the General Assenbly. W've
all been here | ong enough to know that this is a slow and
| abori ous process, very difficult to show specific
achi evenent in any one particular tinme, but we also know
that over tinme given a good |level of dedication and beli ef
in the process, change can be acconplished for the better.

And so, for all of that | wish to thank you very, very
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much. Have a good evening. Cone here refreshed tonorrow
nmorning for those of you who are returning so that you can
enjoy the festivities. So, on M. Daniels" Mtion, those
in favor of adjourning sine die say 'aye'; those opposed
say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it. This Session of the Ceneral

Assenbly is hereby declared adjourned sine die."

55


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


