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TAPE MALFUNCTI ON
Currie: "... absences on the House Denocratic side."
Speaker Hannig: "Thank you. And the record wll so reflect.
Representative Hoeft for excused absences on the Republican
side. "

Hoeft: "As vyou know, M. Speaker, | have a fairly severe eye

problem so |I'm | ooking around and saying, there are no

Republicans that | can see that are vacant or m ssing
t oday. "
Speaker Hannig: "I think all your Menbers are here as well,

Representative."

Hoeft: "I believe that is the case, Sir. Let's proceed with the
busi ness of the State of Illinois."
Speaker Hannig: "It appears that they're all here from here at

the podium So, M. Cderk, take the record. There being
118 Menbers answering the Roll Call, a quorum is present.
The Chair intends to do a few Second Readings on the
Appropriation Bills. W'Il have the Conmttee C erk update
us, and then we're going to go to Third Readings. So, for
those Menbers who have Bills that they want to read, you
need to be here in the Chanbers and prepared to <call your
Bills. Commttee Reports.”

Clerk Rossi: "Representative Ronen, Chairman fromthe Commttee
on Children and Youth, to which the follow ng Arendnent was
referred, action taken on April 16, 1997, reported the sane
back with the following recomendation/s: 'be adopted
Fl oor Amendnent #4 to House Bill 1610. Representative Dart,
Chairman from the Commttee on Judiciary |I Cvil Law, to
whi ch the foll ow ng Arendnent was referred, action taken on
April 16, 1997, reported the sanme back with the follow ng
recomendation/s: 'be adopted' Floor Anendnent 1 to House

Bill 927. Representative Mautino, Chairman from the
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Commttee on Insurance, to which the follow ng Anendnent
was referred, action taken on April 16, 1997, reported the
sanme back with the foll ow ng recommendati on/s: 'be adopted
Fl oor Amendnent 1 to 2282. Representative Novak, Chairnman
fromthe Commttee on Environnment and Energy, to which the
foll ow ng Arendnent was referred, action taken on April 16,

1997, reported t he same back with the follow ng

recomendation/s: 'be adopted' Floor Amendnent 1 to House

Bill 1122."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Hartke, for what reason do you
rise?"

Hartke: "For a Mdtion. | nove we adjourn until the hour of noon,
t onorrow. "

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Hartke, there are a lot of Bills
left on the Calendar. A few of them are even yours. |

think the Menbers would like to have the opportunity to
call those Bills. M. derk, on the Oder of Second
Reading is House Bill 398. Please call that Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 398, a Bill for an Act maki ng
appropriations. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Anendnents. No Floor Amendnents. No Mbtions
filed."

Speaker Hannig: "Third Reading. House Bill 399. M. Cderk, read

the Bill."
Cerk Rossi: "House Bill 399, a Bill for an Act naking
appropriations. Second Reading of this House Bill. No

Comm ttee Amendnents. No Floor Anendnents. No Mdtions
filed."

Speaker Hannig: "Third Reading. House Bill 412."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 412, a Bill for an Act maki ng
appropriations. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Anmendnents. No Floor Amendnents. No Mbtions
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filed."

Speaker Hannig: "Third Reading. House Bill 413."

Cerk Rossi: "House Bill 413, a Bill for an Act naking
appropriations. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Amendnents. No Floor Anmendnents. No Mdtions
filed."

Speaker Hannig: "Third Reading. House Bill 455."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 455, a Bill for an Act maki ng
appropriations. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Conm ttee Anmendnents. No Floor Amendnents. No Mbtions
filed."

Speaker Hannig: "Third Reading. House Bill 456."

Cerk Rossi: "House Bill 456, a Bill for an Act naking
appropriations. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Amendnents. No Floor Anendnents. No Mdtions
filed."

Speaker Hannig: "Third Reading. House Bill 457."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 457, a Bill for an Act maki ng
appropriations. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Anmendnents. No Floor Amendnents. No Mbtions
filed."

Speaker Hannig: "Third Reading. House Bill 458."

Cerk Rossi: "House Bill 458, a Bill for an Act naking
appropriations. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Amendnents. No Floor Anmendnents. No Mdtions
filed."

Speaker Hannig: "Third Reading. House Bill 868."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 868, a Bill for an Act maki ng
appropriations. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Anendnents. No Floor Amendnents. No Mbtions
filed."

Speaker Hannig: "Third Reading. House Bill 869."
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Cerk Rossi: "House Bill 869, a Bill for an Act naking
appropriations. Second Reading of this House Bill. No

Comm ttee Amendnents. No Floor Anendnents. No Mdtions
filed."

Speaker Hannig: "Third Reading. House Bill 871."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 871, a Bill for an Act maki ng
appropriations. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Anmendnents. No Floor Amendnents. No Mbtions
filed."

Speaker Hannig: "Third Reading. House Bill 872."

Cerk Rossi: "House Bill 872, a Bill for an Act naking
appropriations. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Amendnents. No Floor Anendnents. No Mdtions
filed."

Speaker Hannig: "Third Reading. House Bill 877."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 877, a Bill for an Act maki ng
appropriations. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Anendnents. No Floor Anmendnents. No Mbtions
filed."

Speaker Hannig: "Third Reading. House Bill 878."

Cerk Rossi: "House Bill 878, a Bill for an Act naking
appropriations. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Amendnents. No Floor Anmendnents. No Mdtions
filed."

Speaker Hannig: "Third Reading. House Bill 881."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 881, a Bill for an Act maki ng
appropriations. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Anmendnents. No Floor Amendnents. No Mbtions
filed."

Speaker Hannig: "Third Reading. House Bill 882."

Cerk Rossi: "House Bill 882, a Bill for an Act nmaking

appropriations. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
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Comm ttee Amendnents. No Floor Anendnents. No Mdtions
filed."

Speaker Hannig: "Third Reading. That wll wake everybody up.
The Gentleman from Cook, Representative Turner. For what
reason do you rise?"

Turner, A : "Thank you, M. Speaker. | thought we were getting
ready to have a Dereg Committee hearing in here."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Boland, are you ready on House
Bill 896? Excuse ne, Representative. Let's return to
Comm ttee Reports.”

Clerk Rossi: "Conmttee Reports. Representative Currie, Chairman
from the Commttee on Rules, to which the followng
Amendnent was referred, action taken on April 17, 1997,
reported the sanme back with the foll ow ng recommendati on/s:
'be adopted' Floor Amendnent 2 to House Bill 1481."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Bradford, are you ready on House
Bill 972? M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 972, a Bill for an Act anending the
Hi gher Education Student Assistance Act. Third Readi ng of
this House Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "The Gentleman from WMadison, Representati ve
Bradford."

Bradford: "M . Speaker, Menbers of the House, House Bill 972 is a
responsive Bill to our circunstances with H gher Education
St udent Assi st ance. This raises the nerit scholarship
award from 1 thousand to $3 thousand, beginning in the

acadenm c year 1998-99. The estimated cost of this is $12

mllion, were it to be fully funded. This is a Bill to
keep our best and brightest in the State of Illinois. | t
cones to ny attention, in regard to the fact that other

states, in regard to our brightest students, are offering

out-of-state tuition waivers to Illinois students who are
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then enrolled in out-of-state schools. | think it 1is
inperative, in this tinme, when we ask the teachers and the

education systemto be accountable, that we reward those
students who do do the job, do stay in school, do make the
effort, and become our best students in schools, even
though we know that the schools are not properly funded,
that they are doing a great job in regard to these
st udent s. And | think we should support these students in
regard to their academ c achievenent. In and of itself,
the Bill does not cost anything because the appropriation,
inregard to this program is separated fromthe Bill. | t
merely aut hori zes t he I11inois St udent Assi st ance
Commission to raise the limt to this level. ['Il be happy
to answer any questions."

Speaker Hannig: "And on that question, the Gentleman from
Jackson, Representative Bost."

Bost: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "He will."

Bost: "Representative, what students presently are eligible for
t hese schol arshi ps?"

Bradford: "At the present tine, and pending another Bill in the
House, at the present tinme 5% the top 5% of students
graduating fromlllinois high schools."”

Bost: "Okay. Do you know the nunber of how many of those are

actually receiving these schol ar shi ps?”

Bradford: "R ght now, based upon the past funding, |ess than half
of those.™
Bost: "Well, why weren't the other eligible ones offered this

schol ar shi p?"
Bradford: "This Body and its corresponding Body across the hall
has failed to fully fund the programas it exists at this

tinme."
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Bost: "And which percentage of the students, of the students that
are offered these schol arshi ps, actually use then?"

Bradford: "I don't have that figure. They're automatic."

Bost: "Representative, there's many concerns we brought up in
commttee regarding this. As we can't fully fund, right
now, or we have not fully funded, right now, the existing
schol arshi ps. Correct?"

Bradford: "Correct."

Bost: "So we're going to, through your Bill, increase the anount

we're supposed to provide, when we're not providing the

anount that we're supposed to provide right now. s that
correct?"

Bradford: "Correct. And | know that seens |like an anomaly in
regard to the pronotion of this Bill. But |I suggest that

it's our responsibility to do the funding. And it's not an
appropriate reason not to pass this Bill because this House
and the state has not acted responsibly in regard to a
programthat we believe was responsibly passed in its
i nception."

Bost: "Can you tell ne what your suggestions are on where we
woul d conme up with this extra revenue?"

Bradford: "I believe, you know, when we have sat here the |ast
few days, and we've established conm ssions and we're going
to pay for those, we've, in ny opinion, wasted noney in
regard to certain other prograns that we have pronoted.
That if this state, and in this year, is not conmmtted to
education in this state as its nunber one priority, and if
we nmake it the nunber one priority, there are funds for
this appropriation. And I'mcommtted to education being
the state's nunber one priority."

Bost: "I believe your intentions are good. | really do. But,

M. Speaker, to the Bill."
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Speaker Hannig: "To the Bill, Representative Bost."
Bost: "This Bill increases, increases funding to sonmething we're

not even funding right now It has good intentions. But
do we prioritize this above all other students in the
state? Do we, at what point do we quit taking from when
we're trying to cure these education problens, when we're
trying to figure out where to conme up for road funds, when

all the other problenms that exist in this state, where are

we going to stop with this? W have to... This is a good
cause. And if we had the noney, | would support this
cause. But, as of yet, there's not been soneone that has

said where this noney is really going to conme from I
appreciate the Sponsor, | think he's really trying to do a
good thing here. But | would just recomend 'no' votes on
this."

Speaker Hannig: "The Lady from DuPage, Representative Biggert."

Biggert: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Gentleman yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "He will."

Biggert: "Representative Bradford, | was not in that commttee so
| don't have the background. But, if you're going to give
$3 thousand instead of $1 thousand to students, does that
mean t hat there wll be | ess students receiving
schol arshi ps under the | SAC?

Bradford: "Only, Representative, if you and | fail to do our job
in funding this program as has been the case in the past."”

Biggert: "Well, | haven't heard the answer yet in how nuch we
need to fund then, to keep the scholarships at the |evel
t hat has been provi ded now?"

Bradford: "To fully fund this programunder the existent 5%top

students, takes an additional $12.4 mllion. However,
Representative, your party has also passed a Bill, as has
this GCeneral Assenbl y, to unani nousl vy, passed it
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unani nously, to increase the eligibility to 10% the top
10% of students in Illinois. Unless you re willing to fund
that, we're still not neeting the programis goal. Thi s
program either ought to be scrapped, or it ought to be
initiated and funded conpletely by this Legislature. When
we're voting unaninmously to increase it, and we don't have
the funds to do that either."

Biggert: "Well, if it's togoto 10% is that at $1 thousand
versus the $3 thousand?"

Bradford: "That's correct. So, the cost at $1 thousand has an
added increase to it also, that is still not funded. If we
go to 10% and $3 thousand, the cost is $24 mllion."

Biggert: "Okay. But you're suggesting to go to 2.5% or 5%"

Bradford: "I'm suggesting that | wll go with the wll of the
House in regard to whether or not the top 10% of students
ought to be eligible to this. Primarily, | think, if the
plan is to make sense, | would stay at the 5% evel at $3
t housand, which is then neaningful to keeping students in
this state, as opposed to going el sewhere. | don't believe
the 1 thousand to 2.5% of the students in this state, the
top 2.5%of this state, keeps themin this state. | do not
believe that. And | think the statistics bear that out."

Biggert: "So, the real premse is that it's just not enough
noney, $1 thousand scholarship isn't worth keeping themin
the state, or it doesn't provide enough funds?"

Bradford: "Not when you're conpeting with a state 1|ike M ssour
who's out-of-state tuition is approxi mately $5000 nore than
their in-state tuition. And to the top 10% of students in
I[I'linois, they wll waive that out-of-state tuition
That's what we're conpeting against. And | believe we're
conpeting against that in terns of other states either, for

our best and brightest. And once again, | suggest, these
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are students that are doing the job. And I know we have
need in this state, and we do do things for the nost needy
st udent s. But we shouldn't do that in deference to these
students that are hol ding thenselves in school, doing the
j ob and goi ng through our school system and comng up with
the kind of grades that it takes to be in this percentage
| evel of the state.”

Biggert: "Thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "The GCentleman from DeKal b, Representative
Wrsing."

Wrsing: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "He will."

Wrsing: "I know we debated this at length in commttee. And for
me... Let nme ask sonme questions that were asked then, just
sol'mtrying to be clear. Because I'm trying to figure
out what you're attenpting to do here. And | had a problem
in commttee, and | continue to have that problem In
essence, what your legislationis calling for, is taking
this program and increasing the amount of dollars per
student, per eligible student."

Bradford: "Correct. On the prem se, Representative, that we have
established this programas being a valid program If it
is to be a valid program then we have to | ook at the
intent of the program and nmake sure the intent is being
nmet . | do not believe the $1 thousand level for the top
2.5% of the students graduating in Illinois is neeting the

intent of the original legislation."

Wrsing: "But the Bill is calling for raising fromthe 1 thousand
level. That's all the |egislation does, right?"
Bradford: "It allows for the programto be able to raise to $3

t housand, once again, depending upon our effort at

appropriation. Correct?"

10
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Wrsing: "Ckay. And therein lies where | have a problem
Because we historically and currently are not fully funding
that program It escapes ne as to why... if we... raising
the level, it would seemlike the energy ought to be to get
the program funded first, rather than increasing the size
of the bill. Because all your legislation is saying, al
your legislation is offering is raising those dollars. | t
doesn't offer any way, any opportunity, any idea of how we
m ght fully fund the programas it is now, currently.”

Bradford: "Representative, there's only, there is only one source
of revenue to fund this program and that's out of GCeneral
Revenue Funds. They're either there or they're not. It's
either a priority or not. W have a conpetition in regard
to this particular programat this tinme. | think nost of
us in commttee realized that, one, there is a funding
problem for the program and secondly, we want to | ook at
the effectiveness of the program As | indicated earlier,
conpeting with this is a non-funded increase of this
programto the top 10% of the students. And we haven't
funded that weither. And yet that Bill passed unani nously
fromthis chanber, you voted for that Bill, and we still
haven't fully funded it. So |I'm suggesting we need to | ook
at this program one, in terns of effectiveness, and then
what we're going to do to fund it. And | would be wlling
to work wth anyone here and everyone here to fund it
appropriately, or be honest enough to extinguish the
program Because $1 thousand to the top 2.5% of the
students in this state does not neet the |legislative intent
of this program does not do any good, helps out a snall
body of students, and is not for the purpose that it was
desi gned for."

Wrsing: "I know that 1in commttee you indicated, and you were

11
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guestioned about your comments about the loss of students
who graduate, at |east with a baccal aureate degree, and the
| oss of those going into the workforce, the | oss of those
to the State of Illinois. And | do apol ogi ze, because |'ve
done sone work on that, and the nunbers that | find, if you
conpare Illinois with other m dwest states, that statenent
does not hold to be factual. That students, irregardl ess
whet her they go to lowa, to out-of-state for education, or
whet her they're educated here, but those that are educated
within state, by the | arge percentage, stay in the state.
| won't quote any percentages because | don't have the
nunbers with nme."

Bradford: "I agree that the |argest percentage of students that

stay in the state are those that graduate in the state.”

Wrsing: "And those who graduate out of the state are com ng back
to the State of Illinois. W have to renmenber that we set,
here in lllinois, with a lot of opportunities, just within

the m dwest, in conparison to nost of our border states. |
just wanted to make comment to that. M. Speaker, to the
Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "To the Bill."

Wrsing: "I continue to have a probl em understandi ng why we want
to move forward with this, what the value of a Bill that's
i ncreasing the opportunity for nore noney being offered per
student who qualifies for the program while at the sane

time, we historically have not been able to fund this

fully. | would have sooner seen the energy here to deal
with that issue, to nove it up on the priority |list for
dollars, if the Sponsor, as he indicates, really is

concerned about dealing with that upper |evel of academ c
students. | amin opposition to this Bill, and would

suggest that perhaps we vote 'no' on this, as well. Thank

12
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you. "

Speaker Hannig: "The Gentleman from Vermlion, Representative
Bl ack. "

Bl ack: "Good norning, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "Good norning. He indicates he wll."

Bl ack: "Thank you. Representative, one of the reasons | so enjoy
serving in the General Assenbly is that it's Christnmas
everyday here. W're going to give presents to people
everyday. That's why | like it. |It's fun here. W can be
Santa Cl aus everyday, until the bill comes due, and then we
skip town. Representative, ny son was a nerit scholar. My
son was a nerit scholar, Representative, and he got a

letter but he didn't get any award. Wat happened?”

Bradford: "You didn't fund it, and you' ve been here | onger than
have. "

Black: "Well, Representative, that's a real cute answer. But he
was in high school before | was here, see. So what |I'm

trying to point out to you, Representative, is this is a
Christmas present Bill, it's a feel good Bill. Are you
going to fund 1t? | have your guarantee you're going to
fund it, right?"

Bradford: "I'm wlling to work wth every Mnber of this
Legi slature to fund it."

Black: "You're wlling to wor K. Yeah, typi cal answer,
Representative, you're wlling to work wwth the Senate and
all these people. You know what this Bill's going to do,
Representative? You're going to have nobre people get

letters and no noney. Now why would we want to do that?"

Bradford: "Representative Black, you have already voted for a
Bill for nore people to get |ess noney, when you voted
unani nously to pass the Bill to extend this to the top 10%

Now there are going to be nore letters than ever before to

13
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Bl ack:

students, that you're an Illinois State Merit Scholar and
you're getting no noney. And those that do get noney wll
get less than they received | ast year."

"Wel |, Representative, vyou know, those are real smug
answers. | wish you'd been here in the last four years to
hel p nme abolish the Legislative Scholarship Program and
help convince this Body to put the $4 nmillion give away
that we don't pay for, into the Merit Schol arship Program
But, see, | couldn't get any votes on your side of the
aisle to do that. Wy aren't all of the eligible
schol arships under the Merit Schol arship Program actually

of fered the noney?"

Bradford: "There's not enough appropriation.”

Bl ack:

"So, in other words, if we pass your Bill, fewer students

will get nore noney?"

Bradford: "Only if the appropriation isn't nmade. Fewer students

Bl ack:

al ready, as this House has already done this vyear, fewer
students are going to get |less noney next year on Bills
that we've already passed here. You're either going to
fund this program or you're not. You're either going to
fund it on the Bill that you've already passed, or not.
The question is, whether or not you're willing, your side
and our side. If this is a viable programfor the intent
that it was neant, we're either going to fund it as a
priority of this Legislature, or we ought to dunp the
program "

"Well, let nme ask you another question, Representative.
Wiy didn't you take service academes out of your Bill?
Wiy did you leave eligibility for someone who's appoi nted
to West Point, Annapolis, the Naval Acadeny? Wy did you

| eave themin the Bill?"

Br adf or d: "I did not take themout of the Bill."

14
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Bl ack: "I know you didn't take themout. | asked you, why didn't
you?"

Bradford: "Because it was the wll of the Legislature in that

Session, where that was passed, to include them"

Bl ack: "Wwell, | always thought part of our job was to correct
oversights that we m ght have made in the past. Evidently
you don't share that. Wat does it cost to go to a service
acadeny, Representative?"

Bradford: "Nothing, assum ng that you do your chore or duty."

Black: "That's right. Not only does it not cost a thing, you get
a stipend for going."

Bradford: "Correct, as | understand it."

Black: "So, | don't understand why we want to give a nerit
schol arship to sonebody who's going to a service acadeny on
a freeride. Are you wlling to anend the Bill on its face
and take service academ es out?"

Bradford: "I don't believe that the Bill actually has to be
anended, because the way the Act 1is witten, the nerit
scholarship can only relate to actual expenses anyway. So
even though service academes are in there, | don't believe
we're giving noney to the service acadeny graduates, unless
t hey can show that those are expenses that they actually
had. "

Black: "I hope you're right. You and | need to check on that and
see. Because | would hope that would be right. And the
young staffer next to you is very, very good at what he
does. And if he says that, | would tend to believe it.
But, I'd like to... we mght want to check on that. Thank
you very nmuch, Representative. | do appreciate the
spirited defense you've given for your Bill. M. Speaker
tothe Bill, if | mght."

Speaker Hannig: "To the Bill."
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Bl ack:

"You know, Representative makes a point, and we've al
voted for things, in fact, inthis week | think we have
voted for about $7 hundred million worth of tax credits

and/or nethodologies to finance tuition at hi gher

education. So, | guess we can all junp in the sane pot and
say, 'Well, | hope it works.' And we have a tendency to do
t hat . And maybe it wll work. But let ne tell you, |
don't think this Bill, inits current form wll, in fact,

work. And I think we'll do what this Body has been so good
at doing over the years. W will build expectations to our
finest young scholars that we will then not neet. This
Bill would authorize, authorize, not appropriate, authorize
three tines as much noney to the present students, and
maybe, possibly a few hundred nore schol arship recipients.
| would submt to you, there are Bills on the Cal endar that
m ght be able to do this job that the Representative 1is
serious in wanting to do, but there are sone Bills on the
Cal endar that mght do it a little better. And from ny
personal experience as a father of a young | ad who was a
merit scholar, and we got a very nice letter, | think I
framed it sonmewhere. One of the reasons | came down here,
is that they congratulated himfor being nerit schol ar, but
they didn't have any noney and they w shed him well. I
don't think we should continue that practice. And | think
what we really should do is to figure out howto fund the
Merit Schol arship Programfully, at its current level. And

then once we have the neans and the wherewi thal, and the

intestinal fortitude to do that, then | mght stand in
support of Representative Bradford's Bill to increase the
eligibility pool. But until we show sone desire to do
that, | would think a "no' or a 'present' vote m ght be the

appropriate vote."
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Speaker Hannig: "The GCentleman from Whiteside, Representative
Mtchell."

Mtchell: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "He will."

Mtchell: "Representative, do you know in the history of the
Student Assistant Commission and the merit schol arships,
have we ever been able to get this programfully funded?"

Bradford: "It's been a program for over 10 years, | do know that.
And out of those 10 years, it is estimated that only one or
two of those years have been fully funded."”

Mtchell: "Okay. And | would assune that's probably the first,
maybe the first or second year, naybe the first two years

of the appropriation.”

Bradford: "It's one or two out of the first three years."
Mtchell: "Okay. M. Speaker, to the Bill. | do want to clarify
a couple of points. Nunber one, the Bill that was passed

earlier does not «cut students out of the $1 thousand
scholarship, it does send out nore letters, it does
congratul ate the top 10% If we have the funding that we
have now, or even if we increase that funding to 5% this
is going to cut students out of the program There's no
other way to look at it, unless we fully fund it at the new
anount, either at 5%or 10% of the students. The concern
that | have nowis, as hard as this General Assenbly tries,
and | know that it is inportant, I'm afraid we can't do
t hat . | would nuch rather go after the noney, even at the
5%l evel, to get those kids that are getting the letters
that the 5% or the 10% of the $1 thousand schol arshi p, then
to have even |l ess students in college with that schol arship
then we have at this tinme. And there's no other way to do
it. \Whatever amount of noney you get, if you spread it

around at 3 thousand rather than a thousand, you're going
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to have | ess students unless the size of the schol arship,
the anount, the total anount, drives the |legislation. But
in this case it doesn't drive the legislation, and neither
did ny Bill. So, we do have to have the nobney. | just
have a real concern that iif this follows traditionally,
eight years out of 10, try as we mght, we have not been
able to fully fund it. If that, in fact, happens again,
then we have said to nore kids, you can't go because we've

got to give nore noney to fewer nunbers of students. So

that's sonmething to keep in mnd. Thank you very nmuch, M.

Speaker . "

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Bradford to close.”

Bradford: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | again reiterate to those of
concern in terns of this Bill. The programis either
viable or it is not. Wen we talk about intestinal

fortitude, or the wllingness to do it, the question is,
what nessage are we going to send to students? Are we
going to send to students in this state, the nessage that
if you work hard, if you do nake the grades, if you are our
best students, we don't have enough noney, we're not
wlling to take the action to fund a programthat suggests
to you that you' ve done your job, we respect, that and we
want you to stay in this state. | do believe it is an
abysmal record that this House has in not funding this
program fromday one. And now you're still talking about,
we w il not fund this program W will not fund this
program at the $1 thousand level, we will not fund it at
the $3 thousand level, we don't care about these students
to that wextent. This Bill deserves a vote, it deserves a
positive vote for those students in this state that are
making the effort to be our best and brightest. And I

woul d appreci ate your vote, and will work with everyone of
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you to fully fund this programas it should be, because
this is a good program It is a program we have felt
deserves support for 10 years now. W have not supported
it. And nowis the tinme to support this program Thank
you. "
Speaker Hannig: "The question is, 'Shall this Bill pass? Al in
favor vote 'aye'; opposed vote 'nay'. The voting is open.
Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have
all voted who wsh? M. Cerk, take the record. On this
guestion, there are 66 voting 'yes', 49 voting 'no', and 2
voti ng 'presen