
Section 400.840  Arraignment and Pleas of the Accused 

a)	Arraignment shall be conducted in a court-martial session and shall consist of reading the charges and specifications to the accused and calling on the accused to plead. The accused may waive the reading.

b)	Persons subject to the Code are presumed innocent and cannot be found guilty without either:

1)	being found guilty at courts-martial; or 

2)	knowingly and voluntarily entering an open or negotiated plea of guilty.

c)	Prior to accepting a plea of guilty, the military judge shall comply with Illinois Supreme Court Rule 402. 

d)	If an accused, after arraignment, makes an irregular pleading, or after a plea of guilty sets up matter inconsistent with the plea, or if it appears that the accused has entered the plea of guilty improvidently or through lack of understanding of its meaning and effect, or if the accused fails or refuses to plead, a plea of not guilty shall be entered in the record, and the court shall proceed as though the accused had pleaded not guilty. (Code Section 45(a))

[bookmark: _GoBack]e)	With respect to any charge or specification to which a plea of guilty has been made by the accused and accepted by the military judge or by a court-martial without a military judge, a finding of guilty of the charge or specification may be entered immediately without vote. This finding shall constitute the finding of the court unless the plea of guilty is withdrawn prior to announcement of the sentence. In that event, the proceedings shall continue as though the accused had pleaded not guilty. (Code Section 45(b))
