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SUBPART A:  GENERAL PROVISIONS 79 

 80 

Section 180.30  Definitions  81 

 82 

"Annual Inspection" means the inspection conducted annually under the authority 83 

of a regional superintendent, as required by Section 3-14.21 of the School Code 84 

[105 ILCS 5/3-14.21].  85 

 86 
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"Approved Inspection Agency" (also commonly referred to as "Nationally 87 

Recognized Testing Laboratory") means an agency currently listed on the 88 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration's Nationally Recognized Testing 89 

Laboratory (NRTL) Program. any of the following:  90 

 91 

American Gas Association Laboratories  92 

 93 

Central Experiment Station, Bureau of Mines, U.S. Department of the 94 

Interior  95 

 96 

Engineering Experiment Station, Ohio State University  97 

 98 

Factory Mutual Laboratories (Factory Mutual Engineering Division)  99 

 100 

Forest Products Laboratory, U.S. Department of Agriculture  101 

 102 

National Bureau of Standards, U.S. Department of Commerce  103 

 104 

Southwest Research Institute  105 

 106 

Underwriters' Laboratories, Inc.  107 

 108 

Underwriters' Laboratories of Canada  109 

 110 

"Architect" means an architect licensed to practice in Illinois under the Illinois 111 

Architecture Practice Act of 1989 [225 ILCS 305] and the administrative rules of 112 

the Department of Professional Regulation which implement that Act (68 Ill. 113 

Adm. Code 1150).  114 

 115 

"Called Inspection" means a routine visit by a design professional or a qualified 116 

inspector to a construction site, as may be required by the codes referred to in 117 

Section 180.60, to check for compliance with applicable codes during a specific 118 

phase of construction and to ensure that the permit holder does not deviate from 119 

the approved plans and specifications. 120 

 121 

"Called Inspection Record" means a form, used during a called inspection to 122 

capture information regarding compliance and noncompliance, that is prepared by 123 

a design professional or a qualified inspector and accompanied by a copy of that 124 

individual's proper identification. 125 

 126 

"Change in Use" means any change in how an existing facility is operated, or the 127 

purpose for which it is used, that requires greater structural strength, changes in 128 

provisions for ingress or egress, or changes in the electrical system, plumbing 129 

https://www.osha.gov/nationally-recognized-testing-laboratory-program/current-list-of-nrtls
https://www.osha.gov/nationally-recognized-testing-laboratory-program/current-list-of-nrtls
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system, heating, ventilating, and air conditioning system, fire protection system, 130 

or other system required by this Part.  131 

 132 

"Construction Documents" means the written and pictorial documents prepared or 133 

assembled by a design professional to describe the design, location, and physical 134 

characteristics of a project involving construction or other like activities subject to 135 

the requirements of this Part.  These documents include plans, specifications, 136 

inspection reports, test reports, maps, educational specifications, enrollment 137 

projections, maintenance logs, safety reference plans, and other, similar, 138 

descriptive documents.  139 

 140 

"Plans" are drawings.  They show what a building, system, or component 141 

looks like or will look like at a particular stage of construction.  142 

 143 

"Specifications" are instructions.  They identify materials to be used, 144 

methods to be employed, quality of workmanship required, equipment to 145 

be installed, details and calculations to be considered, and the relationships 146 

among design components.  147 

 148 

"Decennial Inspection" means the inspection of all buildings in a school district 149 

conducted at least every 10 years as required by Section 2-3.12 of the School 150 

Code, which shall be conducted by a design professional and shall result in a 151 

safety survey report as defined in this Section.  152 

 153 

"Design Professional" means either an architect or an engineer as defined in this 154 

Section. 155 

 156 

"Engineer" means an engineer licensed to practice in Illinois under the Illinois 157 

Professional Engineering Practice Act of 1989 [225 ILCS 325] and the applicable 158 

administrative rules of the Department of Financial and Professional Regulation 159 

(68 Ill. Adm. Code 1380).  160 

 161 

"Facility" means land, buildings, structures and improvements other than 162 

buildings, and permanent, fixed equipment attached to or incorporated in any 163 

building owned or used for school purposes by a school district subject to this 164 

Part.  This definition excludes facilities owned by a school district but not used 165 

for public school purposes, which shall be subject to local building codes.  166 

 167 

"MobileVehicular Facility" or "Vehicular Facility" means a vehicular 168 

structure that is mounted on a chassis and wheels, subject to transportation 169 

from place to place along normally traveled streets, roads, and highways, 170 

and subject to occupancy and use virtually immediately upon arrival at its 171 

destination.  172 
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 173 

"Like Activity" means any work involving or similar to construction that is 174 

performed with respect to any facility of a school district subject to the 175 

requirements of this Part, including but not limited to reconstruction, substantial 176 

alteration, repair, remodeling, renovation, or change in use.  Repairs that qualify 177 

as minor repairs shall not be considered "like activities" subject to the 178 

requirements of this Part.  179 

 180 

"Minor Repairs" are any repairs to an individual building or structure that are not 181 

subject to the bidding requirements of Section 10-20.21 of the School Code, with 182 

the following exceptions:  183 

 184 

Cutting away of any wall, partition, or portion thereof;  185 

 186 

Cutting or removal of a structural beam or load-bearing support;  187 

 188 

Removal of or change in a required means of egress;  189 

 190 

Rearrangement of parts affecting exit requirements;  191 

 192 

Addition to, alteration of, replacement, or relocation of any standpipe, 193 

drain leader, or gas, soil, waste, water supply, sewer drainage, vent or 194 

similar piping; electrical wiring; or mechanical or other required building 195 

system.  196 

 197 

"Permanent, Fixed Equipment" means furniture and equipment affixed to the wall 198 

of a building or otherwise attached so that it is not readily portable or movable.  199 

Examples include wall-mounted cafeteria tables, automated external 200 

defibrillators, basketball backboards, fume hoods, and built-in lockers. 201 

 202 

"Plan Review Record" means a written record of the evaluation of construction 203 

documents that is used to determine compliance with the codes that apply to a 204 

particular project, completed by a design professional or a qualified plan reviewer 205 

and accompanied by a copy of that individual's proper identification. 206 

 207 

"Plan Review Statement" means a written statement made by a design 208 

professional and accompanied by a copy of that individual's proper identification, 209 

indicating that construction documents have been reviewed based upon any of the 210 

codes identified in Section 180.60(b) that are applicable to the project and have 211 

been determined to be in compliance with the relevant requirements. 212 

 213 

"Proper Identification" means, as applicable to the function performed: 214 

 215 
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a credential issued by the State Board of Education (ISBE) identifying the 216 

types of plan reviews or inspections an individual is qualified to perform 217 

under this Part; or 218 

 219 

evidence of licensure as a design professional; or 220 

 221 

evidence of compliance with the requirements of Section 180.300(a)(1). 222 

 223 

"Qualified Inspector" means an individual approved by ISBE under Section 224 

180.120 to conduct inspections of school facilities. 225 

 226 

"Building Code Inspector" means an individual qualified to conduct 227 

inspections required by the building code identified in Section 180.60(a). 228 

 229 

"Electrical Code Inspector" means an individual qualified to conduct 230 

inspections required by the electrical code identified in Appendix AK to 231 

the International Building Code (Section 180.60(a)). 232 

 233 

"Energy Conservation Code Inspector" means an individual qualified to 234 

conduct inspections required by the energy conservation code identified in 235 

Section 180.60(a)(1). 236 

 237 

"Fire Code Inspector" means an individual qualified to conduct 238 

inspections required by the fire code identified in Section 180.60(a)(3). 239 

 240 

"Mechanical Code Inspector" means an individual qualified to conduct 241 

inspections required by the mechanical code identified in Section 242 

180.60(a)(5). 243 

 244 

"Qualified Plan Reviewer" means an individual approved by ISBE under Section 245 

180.110 to conduct plan reviews and to submit one or more plan review records 246 

for codes referenced in Section 180.60. 247 

 248 

"Building Code Plan Reviewer" means an individual qualified to conduct 249 

plan reviews and to submit plan review records of construction documents 250 

for projects involving the building code identified in Section 180.60(a). 251 

 252 

"Electrical Code Plan Reviewer" means an individual qualified to conduct 253 

plan reviews and to submit plan review records of construction documents 254 

for projects involving the electrical code identified in Appendix AK to the 255 

International Building Code. 256 

 257 
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"Energy Conservation Code Plan Reviewer" means an individual qualified 258 

to conduct plan reviews and submit plan review records of construction 259 

documents for projects involving the energy conservation code identified 260 

in Section 180.60(a)(1). 261 

 262 

"Fire Code Plan Reviewer" means an individual qualified to conduct plan 263 

reviews and submit plan review records of construction documents for 264 

projects involving the fire code identified in Section 180.60(a)(3). 265 

 266 

"Mechanical Code Plan Reviewer" means an individual qualified to 267 

conduct plan reviews and submit plan review records of construction 268 

documents for projects involving the mechanical code identified in 269 

Section 180.60(a)(5). 270 

 271 

"Regional Office of Education" has the meaning set forth in Article 3A of the 272 

School Code [105 ILCS 5/Art. 3A] and includes the chief administrative officer of 273 

the educational service centers established pursuant to Section 2-3.62 of the 274 

School Code [105 ILCS 5/2-3.62] (Section 3-0.01 of the School Code). 275 

 276 

"Safety Survey Report" means a report prepared by a licensed design professional 277 

and ensuing from a decennial inspection required pursuant to Section 180.310 or 278 

another inspection conducted by a licensed design professional.  279 

 280 

"School Building" or "School" means a building occupied in whole or in part by 281 

public school students or intended for occupancy by these students.  282 

 283 

"Structural Engineer" means an engineer licensed to practice in Illinois under the 284 

Structural Engineering Licensing Act of 1989 [225 ILCS 340] and the applicable 285 

administrative rules of the Department of Financial and Professional Regulation 286 

(68 Ill. Adm. Code 1480). 287 

 288 

"The School Code" means the School Code [105 ILCS 5].  289 

 290 

"State Board" means the State Board of Education. 291 

 292 

"Variance" means an alternative to a code requirement that is judged to provide 293 

equal or superior performance or protection compared to the code requirement, 294 

and is approved by the State Superintendent.  295 

 296 

"Waiver" means an exemption from a code requirement that is approved pursuant 297 

to Section 2-3.25g of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/2-3.25g] and the State Board's 298 

rules at 23 Ill. Adm. Code 1.100.  299 

 300 
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(Source:  Amended at 49 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 301 

 302 

Section 180.60  Applicability  303 

 304 

a) Except as provided in subsection (b), every facility other than a mobilevehicular 305 

facility shall conform to the standards identified in this subsection (a) and 306 

published by the International Code Council, Inc., 4051 W. Flossmoor Road, 307 

Country Club Hills IL 60478-5795, unless a variance or waiver is obtained 308 

pursuant to Section 180.70 or use of a temporary facility is authorized pursuant to 309 

Section 180.230.  No later amendments to or editions of these standards are 310 

incorporated. The legal occupancy of any facility that existed on or before 311 

December 31, 2024June 30, 2016 shall be permitted to continue without change; 312 

however, any repairs, alterations, occupancy changes, relocation, and/or additions 313 

to these existing facilities are subject to the 20242015 International Existing 314 

Building Code (also see Appendix A of this Part). 315 

 316 

With respect to any project for which the design contract is executed on or after 317 

January 1, 2025July 1, 2016, the applicable standards shall be the 20242015 318 

International Building Code and its subcodes, as follows: 319 

 320 

1) the 20242015 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC); 321 

 322 

2) the 20242015 International Existing Building Code (IEBC); 323 

 324 

3) the 20242015 International Fire Code (IFC), excluding Chapter 4; 325 

 326 

4) the 20242015 International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC); 327 

 328 

5) the 20242015 International Mechanical Code (IMC); and 329 

 330 

6) the 20242015 International Property Maintenance Code (IPMC). 331 

 332 

b) The applicability of the codes listed in subsection (a) shall be limited as set forth 333 

in this subsection (b). 334 

 335 

1) Emergency and Crisis Response 336 

Instead of Chapter 4 of the International Fire Code, the provisions of 29 337 

Ill. Adm. Code 1500 (Joint Rules of the Office of the State Fire Marshal 338 

and the Illinois State Board of Education:  School Emergency and Crisis 339 

Response Plans) shall apply. 340 

 341 

2) Administrative Provisions  342 

 343 
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A) Instead of the Plumbing Code listed in Section 101.4.3 and 344 

referenced elsewhere in the International Building Code, Section 345 

180.60(b)(5) of this Part shall apply. 346 

 347 

B) Instead of Sections 102.6 and 102.6.2 of the International Building 348 

Code and Section 101.4.2 of the International Existing Building 349 

Code, Section 180.60(a) of this Part shall apply. 350 

 351 

C) Instead of Sections 103 through 106, 109, and 111 through 115 of 352 

the International Building Code, the requirements of Sections 353 

180.40 through 180.70, 180.200 through 180.230 and 180.300 354 

through 180.420 of this Part shall apply. 355 

 356 

3) Storm Shelters 357 

Instead of the provisions contained in Section 423 of the International 358 

Building Code, the ICC/NSSA Standard for the Design and Construction 359 

of Storm Shelters (ICC 500 2020-2014), published jointly by the 360 

International Code Council and the National Storm Shelter Association, 361 

shall apply.  No later amendments to or editions of these standards are 362 

incorporated. 363 

 364 

A) The standards of this subsection (b)(3) shall apply to any new 365 

school building construction project for which the design contract 366 

was executed on or after January 1, 20252015.  (See Section 2-367 

3.12(e-5) of the School Code.) 368 

 369 

B) As used in this subsection (b)(3), "new school building 370 

construction" means: 371 

 372 

i) any new, stand-alone school building with an aggregate 373 

Group E occupant load of 50 or more, as defined in Section 374 

305 of the International Building Code; or 375 

 376 

ii) one or more additions to an existing school building 377 

completed within a period of 24 months that increases the 378 

total square footage of the remaining existing building by 379 

50% or more.  The storm shelter, which may be placed in 380 

the new addition or the existing building, must have 381 

sufficient capacity to serve both the addition or additions 382 

and the existing building. 383 

 384 

4) Accessibility 385 

Instead of the accessibility provisions set forth in Chapter 11 of the 386 
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International Building Code, the Illinois Accessibility Code (71 Ill. Adm. 387 

Code 400) shall apply (except as provided in Section 10-20.51 of the 388 

School Code [105 ILCS 5/10-20.51] regarding press boxes).  389 

 390 

5) Plumbing 391 

Instead of the plumbing provisions set forth in Section 101.4.3101.3.2 of 392 

Chapter 1 and incorporated in Chapter 35 of the International Building 393 

Code, the requirements set forth in the Illinois Plumbing Code (77 Ill. 394 

Adm. Code 890) and Section 405.3.1 of the 20242015 International 395 

Plumbing Code shall apply.  396 

 397 

6) Boiler and Pressure Vessel Safety 398 

Instead of the provisions set forth in Chapter 1020 of the International 399 

Mechanical Code, the requirements set forth in the Illinois State Fire 400 

Marshal's rules titled Boiler and Pressure Vessel Safety (41 Ill. Adm. Code 401 

2120120) shall apply.  402 

 403 

7) Elevators 404 

Instead of the elevator provisions in the International Building Code, the 405 

requirements set forth in the Illinois State Fire Marshal's rules titled 406 

Illinois Elevator Safety Rules (41 Ill. Adm. Code 1000) shall apply. 407 

 408 

8) Sprinkler Systems 409 

In conjunction with the sprinkler requirements set forth in Section 22-23 410 

of the School Code, the International Building Code, and the International 411 

Fire Code, the requirements set forth in 41 Ill. Adm. Code 109.110 412 

(Compliance Standards) shall apply. 413 

 414 

(Source:  Amended at 49 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 415 

 416 

Section 180.80  MobileVehicular Facilities  417 

 418 

A mobile facility or vehicular facility (e.g., mobile classroom, library, or science lab) may be 419 

used, provided that:  420 

 421 

a) It is licensed and/or titled as required by applicable provisions of the Motor 422 

Vehicle Code and rules promulgated by the Secretary of State or the Department 423 

of Transportation; and  424 

 425 

b) The regional superintendent has inspected the mobilevehicular facility and found 426 

that it does not pose a serious threat to the life or safety of its occupants; and  427 

 428 

c) It has received a certificate of occupancy from the regional superintendent.  429 
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 430 

(Source:  Amended at 49 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 431 

 432 

SUBPART B:  REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS 433 

 434 

Section 180.100  Approval Procedure for Plan Reviewers and Inspectors 435 

 436 

The provisions of subsection (a) notwithstanding, a design professional may perform any of the 437 

roles discussed in Sections 180.110 and 180.120 without securing the specific approvals 438 

discussed in those Sections. 439 

 440 

a) Each individual seeking approval or renewal for any of the roles discussed in 441 

Sections 180.110 and 180.120 shall submit to the State Superintendent of 442 

Education: 443 

 444 

1) an application for the specific approvals or renewal sought, completed on 445 

a form prescribed by the State Superintendent; 446 

 447 

2) for each approval or renewal sought, an electronic copy of a recent 1" x 1" 448 

color photograph of the applicant (head and shoulders only); 449 

 450 

3) an application fee of $30$25 for one approval or renewal or $60$50 for 451 

two or more approvals or renewals, although fees for employees of the 452 

State Board of Education, any Regional Office of Education or the Illinois 453 

Office of the State Fire Marshal shall be waived; and 454 

 455 

4) the relevant additional information called for in Section 180.110 or 456 

180.120, as applicable. 457 

 458 

b) Validity and Renewal 459 

 460 

The validity of the initial approval and any renewals shall be determined by the 461 

date on which the application was received. 462 

 463 

1) Applications for approval or renewal received before July 1 shall be valid 464 

from the date of approval by the State Board of Education through a 465 

period of three years, starting on January 1 of the calendar year in which 466 

the application was received. 467 

 468 

2) Applications received on or after July 1 shall be valid from the date of 469 

approval by the State Board of Education through a period of three years, 470 

starting on January 1 of the calendar year immediately following the year 471 

in which the application was received. 472 
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 473 

c) Denial and Revocation of Approval 474 

 475 

1) The State Superintendent of Education shall deny or revoke the approval 476 

of any individual whose payment for an application fee is returned for 477 

insufficient funds or who is determined to have: 478 

 479 

A) falsified information on his or her application; 480 

 481 

B) submitted fraudulent documentation to a regional superintendent, a 482 

school district administrator, a building owner, a licensed design 483 

professional, or a contractor; 484 

 485 

C) performed duties outside the areas for which approval has been 486 

given; 487 

 488 

D) performed duties under this Part in a manner hazardous to school 489 

personnel or students, or otherwise behaved in a manner unsuitable 490 

to a school environment; or 491 

 492 

E) permitted the use or duplication of the individual'shis or her proper 493 

identification by another person. 494 

 495 

2) The State Superintendent shall provide written notification to any 496 

individual who is denied approval or whose approval is revoked, stating 497 

the basis for the action taken. 498 

 499 

3) An individual who believes that anhis or her approval has been unduly 500 

denied or revoked shall submit a written request for a review no later than 501 

10 days after receipt of the Superintendent's notification.  Grounds for a 502 

review shall be limited to incorrectness of the specific basis given for the 503 

Superintendent's action. 504 

 505 

4) The State Superintendent shall consider the information presented in the 506 

individual's response and render a final administrative decision. 507 

 508 

(Source:  Amended at 49 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 509 

 510 

SUBPART C:  CONSTRUCTION AND LIKE ACTIVITIES 511 

 512 

Section 180.200  Application for Building Permit  513 

 514 

No construction or other, like activity as defined in Section 180.30 shall begin until a building 515 
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permit has been obtained pursuant to the following provisions.  516 

 517 

a) The school board shall file an Application for a Building Permit ("application") 518 

with the regional superintendent having jurisdiction over the board of education in 519 

question, on a form prescribed by the regional superintendent.  If the board is not 520 

the owner, the board shall attach an affidavit from the owner indicating the 521 

owner's consent for the proposed work.  522 

 523 

b) The completed application shall be accompanied by one complete electronic copy 524 

of all relevant construction documents or two printed copies of all relevant 525 

construction documents if complete copies cannot be provided electronically.  526 

 527 

1) Plans and specifications submitted as part of an application shall be 528 

prepared by or under the supervision of an architect or engineer.  They 529 

shall bear the stamp of, and the following certification signed by, the 530 

responsible architect or engineer:  531 

 532 

"I hereby certify that these plans and specifications were prepared 

under my supervision and to the best of my knowledge comply with 

(here insert the code or codes, including the edition, upon which the 

plans and specifications were drawn), as well as the applicable 

requirements of 23 Ill. Adm. Code 180. 

 

These plans and specifications consist of the following: 

 

(here list the plates or sheets constituting the plans & specifications) 

 

(Seal) by  

 (Architect/Engineer Signature) 

 

   

(Date Signed)  (Lic. # and Exp. Date)" 

 533 

2) Whenever reference is made in plans or specifications to this Part or the 534 

codes incorporated by Section 180.60, the reference shall identify the 535 

specific edition, section and subsections applicable to the subject in 536 

question.  537 

 538 

c) Upon receipt of an application, the regional superintendent shall record the date of 539 

submission by the school board and assign a unique identification number to that 540 

application.  This identification number shall be used on all building permits 541 

issued pursuant to the application.  542 

 543 
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d) The regional superintendent shall not issue a building permit until the regional 544 

superintendenthe or she has reviewed: 545 

 546 

1) signed and dated Plan Review Statements for the International Property 547 

Maintenance Code, the Illinois Accessibility Code, the Illinois Boiler and 548 

Pressure Vessel Safety Code, and the Illinois Plumbing Code, as 549 

applicable to the project; 550 

 551 

2) signed and dated Plan Review Records for the International Building 552 

Code, the International Energy Conservation Code, the International Fire 553 

Code, the International Mechanical Code and the International Fuel Gas 554 

Code, as applicable to the project; 555 

 556 

3) signed and dated Plan Review Records for any required sprinkler systems, 557 

which may be reviewed after a building permit is issued but before 558 

construction or other activity begins, provided that fire flow tests, 559 

preliminary hydraulic calculations showing estimated fire flow availability 560 

and an indication of whether a pump will be needed is reviewed by the 561 

regional superintendent prior to issuing a building permit; and 562 

 563 

4) if the proposed work involves the installation of a closed, prefabricated 564 

mechanical system (e.g., a window air conditioner or heating, ventilating, 565 

air conditioning (HVAC) unit), an evaluation report on that system from 566 

an approved inspection agency and verified that the report supports the use 567 

of the mechanical system in question as proposed.  568 

 569 

(Source:  Amended at 49 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 570 

 571 

Section 180.225  Application for Certificate of Occupancy or Statement of Completion 572 

 573 

a) A school board wishing to occupy a facility subject to this Part shall make 574 

application for a Certificate of Occupancy to the regional superintendent, on a 575 

form prescribed by the regional superintendent.  A board may request either a 576 

general certificate of occupancy, a certificate of partial occupancy, a certificate of 577 

occupancy for a temporary facility, or a certificate of occupancy for a 578 

mobilevehicular facility, as applicable (see Section 180.230).  The regional 579 

superintendent shall respond to a request for a certificate of occupancy within 20 580 

calendar days after his or her receipt of the request.  581 

 582 

b) When the work covered by a building permit for an existing facility is completed 583 

and the work has not affected the Certificate of Occupancy, a school district may 584 

submit a Statement of Completion in lieu of submitting an application for 585 

Certificate of Occupancy. 586 
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 587 

c) Before signing the Certificate of Occupancy or the Statement of Completion, the 588 

regional superintendent shall review any inspection statements and called 589 

inspection records, as applicable to the project.  Called inspections shall be 590 

conducted and records provided by individuals qualified under Section 180.100. 591 

 592 

(Source:  Amended at 49 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 593 

 594 

Section 180.230  Certificate of Occupancy  595 

 596 

A certificate of occupancy shall be obtained prior to any occupancy of a facility, including a 597 

mobilevehicular facility.  598 

 599 

a) General Certificate of Occupancy  600 

When the work covered by a building permit is complete or a facility complies 601 

with the requirements of this Part, and upon presentation of accurate safety 602 

reference plans for the facility certified by an architect or engineer to be in 603 

compliance with this Part (see Section 180.120), the regional superintendent shall 604 

issue a general certificate of occupancy.  The general certificate of occupancy 605 

shall state the specific facility for which a design professional has certified 606 

compliance with this Part. 607 

 608 

b) Certificate of Partial Occupancy  609 

When requested to do so, a regional superintendent shall issue a certificate of 610 

partial occupancy before completion of the entire work covered by a permit, 611 

provided that the regional superintendent'shis or her inspection indicates that 612 

some areas can be occupied safely prior to full completion. The certificate of 613 

partial occupancy shall state the exact portions of the facility for which a design 614 

professional has certified compliance with this Part. 615 

 616 

c) Certificate of Occupancy for a Temporary Facility  617 

When requested to do so, a regional superintendent shall issue a one-year 618 

certificate of occupancy for a temporary facility, allowing use of a facility that 619 

does not comply with all the requirements of this Part, provided that all the 620 

following requirements are met.  621 

 622 

1) Use of the facility is necessary to meet a temporary need of the school 623 

district, as verified by the regional superintendent.  624 

 625 

2) The school board presents a plan either for replacement of the temporary 626 

facility with a facility meeting the requirements of this Part or for the 627 

elimination of the temporary need upon which the request is based.  The 628 

school board's plan includes positive action to accomplish this end within 629 
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a specified period of time, during which the certificate may be annually 630 

renewed.  631 

 632 

3) The facility has been surveyed by a design professional, whose report is 633 

attached identifying the respects in which the facility fails to comply with 634 

the requirements of this Part and certifying that this noncompliance does 635 

not jeopardize the general health and safety of the students and others who 636 

occupy the facility.  637 

 638 

4) If the facility is a premanufactured unit, such as a mobile home, trailer 639 

unit, or other, similar structure, the application shall include evidence that 640 

all of the following conditions exist:  641 

 642 

A) The facility has received the seal of approval issued by the Illinois 643 

Department of Public Health pursuant to the Illinois Modular 644 

Dwelling and Mobile Structure Safety Act [430 ILCS 115];  645 

 646 

B) The facility is anchored as specified in the Illinois Mobile Home 647 

Tiedown Act [210 ILCS 120]; 648 

 649 

C) The facility is separated from other buildings by the distance 650 

required pursuant to the standards referenced in Section 180.60; 651 

and  652 

 653 

D) The facility is connected to the fire alarm system and intercom or 654 

telephone system of a nearby school building, if this type of system 655 

is present.  656 

 657 

d) Certificate of Occupancy for a MobileVehicular Facility  658 

When requested to do so, a regional superintendent shall issue a certificate of 659 

occupancy for a mobilevehicular facility, provided that the facility meets the 660 

requirements of Section 180.80(a) and (b).  661 

 662 

(Source:  Amended at 49 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 663 

 664 

SUBPART D:  INSPECTIONS 665 

 666 

Section 180.340  Local Board Action and Approval of Safety Survey Reports  667 

 668 

a) The board of education shall complete an application for approval of the safety 669 

survey report electronically on a form supplied by the State Superintendent of 670 

Education and, if the board determines that fire prevention and safety financing 671 

will be required, a Certification of Need shall also be completedStatement of 672 
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Facts and Assurance and a Summary of Financing, both on a formforms provided 673 

by the State Superintendent. 674 

 675 

b) The board of education shall submit the application for approval to the regional 676 

superintendent of schools, along with a copy of the report and schematic floor 677 

plans for areas where violations were noted and work was recommended. 678 

 679 

c) If the regional superintendent finds that the Safety Survey Report and relevant 680 

floor plans are complete and correct, the regional superintendenthe or she shall 681 

approve the report; if the regional superintendent finds that the report and floor 682 

plans are incomplete or contain errors, the regional superintendenthe or she shall 683 

so notify the board of education in writing.  If the district fails to correct the errors 684 

or omissions, the regional superintendent shall disapprove the report.  In either 685 

case, the regional superintendent shall forward the report and any floor plans to 686 

the State Superintendent for approval or disapproval.  687 

 688 

d) If the State Superintendent finds that the safety survey report is incomplete or 689 

contains errors, the State Superintendenthe or she shall so notify the board of 690 

education in writing.  If the district fails to correct the errors or omissions, the 691 

State Superintendent shall disapprove the report and return the material to the 692 

regional superintendent for return to the board of education.  693 

 694 

e) The State Superintendent shall approve or disapprove the report within 90 days 695 

after its submission by the regional superintendent.  If the State Superintendenthe 696 

or she approves the report, the State Superintendenthe or she shall issue a 697 

Certificate of Approval.  698 

 699 

f) Upon receipt of the State Superintendent's certificate, the regional superintendent 700 

shall issue such orders as are necessary to effect any recommendations contained 701 

in the safety survey report.  702 

 703 

g) Submission of Other Survey Reports  704 

 705 

1) If, after having received approval of a safety survey report from the State 706 

Superintendent and before submission of the next required safety survey 707 

report, a board of education is ordered to have a complete or partial 708 

resurvey of its facilities conducted pursuant to Section 180.400 of this 709 

Part, it shall submit an updated report reflecting the results of said 710 

resurvey.  711 

 712 

2) The report shall be submitted to the regional superintendent and the State 713 

Superintendent for approval or disapproval in the same manner as for a 714 

safety survey report resulting from a decennial inspection.  715 
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 716 

(Source:  Amended at 49 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 717 

 718 

SUBPART F:  FIRE PREVENTION AND SAFETY FINANCING 719 

 720 

Section 180.500  Request for Authorization  721 

 722 

a) A school board desiring to use fire prevention and safety funds shall submit to the 723 

regional superintendent, using a format prescribed by the State Board of 724 

Education, a Request for Authorization ("request").  The request shall consist of a 725 

Certification of NeedStatement of Facts and Assurances and a Summary of 726 

Financing Requirements and shall be accompanied by the following documents, 727 

prepared and certified by a licensed design professional:  728 

 729 

1) a Schedule of Violations, including a brief description of each violation 730 

and the recommended correction; and  731 

 732 

2) a Schedule of Recommended Work Items and Estimated Costs.  733 

 734 

b) Financing 735 

 736 

1) Fire prevention and safety financing shall only be approved if:  737 

 738 

A) the district has levied at its maximum authorized rate for its 739 

operations and maintenance fund for the most recent year for 740 

which tax rates are available;  741 

 742 

B) the district does not have sufficient unrestricted funds in its 743 

operations and maintenance fund (Section 17-2 of the School Code 744 

[105 ILCS 5/17-2]), its school facility occupation tax fund (Section 745 

10-20.43 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/10-20.43]), and/or its 746 

fire prevention and safety fund (Section 17-2.11 of the School 747 

Code [105 ILCS 5/17-2.11]) to pay for the necessary work; and  748 

 749 

C) the facility for which fire prevention and safety funds are requested 750 

has been issued a General Certificate of Occupancy in accordance 751 

with Section 180.230(a) that establishes that the facility was 752 

originally in compliance with all applicable codes. 753 

 754 

2) In addition to meeting the requirements of subsection (b)(1), a facility for 755 

which fire prevention and safety funds are requested that is being replaced 756 

under Section 17-2.11(f) of the School Code shall ensure the facility is 757 

demolished, sold or boarded up, and in no case used for school purposes. 758 



  JCAR 230180-2410067r02 

 

 

 759 

c) If the regional superintendent finds that the request is complete and approvable, 760 

the regional superintendenthe or she shall so certify and forward the request with 761 

the certification to the State Superintendent of Education.  If the regional 762 

superintendent disapproves the request, the regional superintendenthe or she shall 763 

so certify and return the request with the certification to the local board.  The 764 

regional superintendent shall approve or disapprove each request within three 765 

months after its submission by a local board.  766 

 767 

d) A board of education whose request is not acted upon within three months may 768 

submit the request to the State Superintendent for review.  769 

 770 

e) Except under emergency circumstances as provided for in Section 180.530, a 771 

regional superintendent shall not grant approval to use fire prevention and safety 772 

funds for any work which has already been initiated, without the prior express 773 

authorization of the State Superintendent.  (Section 17-2.11 of the School Code 774 

[105 ILCS 5/17-2.11])  775 

 776 

f) If the State Superintendent finds that a request is complete and approvable, the 777 

State Superintendenthe or she shall so certify and return the approved request with 778 

the certification to the regional superintendent.  779 

 780 

g) Upon receipt of an approved request from the State Superintendent, the regional 781 

superintendent shall issue an order to implement the request and forward the 782 

request and the order to the originating school board.  783 

 784 

(Source:  Amended at 49 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 785 

 786 

Section 180.530  Emergencies  787 

 788 

For purposes of this Section, an emergency is a situation that presents an imminent and 789 

continuing threat to the health and safety of students or other occupants of a facility, requires 790 

complete or partial evacuation of a building or part of a building, or consumes one or more of 791 

the 5 emergency days built into the adopted calendar of the school or schools or would otherwise 792 

be expected to cause such school or schools to fall short of the minimum school calendar 793 

requirements. [Section 17-2.11 of the School Code105 ILCS 5/17-2.11] 794 

 795 

a) If the estimated cost of the emergency is less than the amount stated in clause (xi) 796 

of Section 10-20.21(a)(xi) of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/10-20.21(a)], the 797 

school district may begin the work before receiving authorization from the State 798 

Board of Education in accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 17-2.11 799 

of the School Code and Section 180.500 of this Part.  800 

 801 
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b) If it is determined that fire prevention and safety financing will be required to 802 

address an emergency whose projected cost exceeds the amount specified in 803 

clause (xi) of Section 10-20.21(a)(xi) of the School Code, the district 804 

superintendent or other authorized person shall notify the regional superintendent 805 

and the State Superintendent of Education or designee of the nature of the 806 

emergency and the steps to be taken.  The regional superintendent and the State 807 

Superintendent or designee shall give preliminary authorization to proceed and 808 

provide any special instructions that may be pertinent.  Formal confirmation of 809 

this authorization is required and shall be pursued as outlined in subsections (b)(1) 810 

through (4).  811 

 812 

1) The board of education, either at a regular meeting or at a special meeting 813 

called for that purpose, shall adopt a resolution declaring:  814 

 815 

A) The existence of an emergency;  816 

 817 

B) Whether funds needed to address the emergency are available;  818 

 819 

C) Whether the work must be bid or the board desires to exempt itself 820 

from the bidding requirements on the basis of the emergency 821 

determined in accordance with clause (xiv) of Section 10-822 

20.21(a)(xiv) of the School Code;  823 

 824 

D) What interim measures are contemplated to sustain operations;  825 

 826 

E) The number of members of the board and the numbers voting in 827 

favor of and against the motion to adopt the resolution.  828 

 829 

2) Two copies of the board's resolution shall be dated and signed by the 830 

president and secretary of the board and the district superintendent and 831 

submitted in person, by fax, or by mail as soon as possible to the regional 832 

superintendent and State Board.  833 

 834 

3) No later than 30 calendar days after receipt of the resolution, the regional 835 

superintendent shall review the facts, call for any additional information if 836 

necessary, and, when satisfied that the situation constitutes an emergency, 837 

notify the State Superintendent or designee of his or her approval of the 838 

request.  839 

 840 

4) No later than 10 business days after receiving notification of approval 841 

from the regional superintendent, the State Superintendent or designee 842 

shall prepare a Certificate of Authorization for Emergency Procedures.  843 

The Certificate of Authorization for Emergency Procedures shall authorize 844 



  JCAR 230180-2410067r02 

 

 

the district to initiate work to be financed with fire prevention and safety 845 

funds or funds loaned to the Fire Prevention and Safety Fund prior to the 846 

formal approval of such work through the normal process.  However, said 847 

Certificate may be granted only on the conditions that:  848 

 849 

2A) Proper application for use of fire prevention and safety funds (see Section 850 

180.500) mustwill be initiated and prosecuted by the district within 90 851 

days of approval of the preliminary authorization.in a timely manner by 852 

the district; The board's resolution in subsection (b)(1) must be dated and 853 

signed by the president and secretary of the board and the district 854 

superintendent. An electronic copy of the resolution along with the fully 855 

signed preliminary authorization must be uploaded and attached to the 856 

electronic application for the use of fire prevention and safety funds. 857 

 858 

3B) The work undertaken shall in all respects conform to the requirements of 859 

this Part and such other standards as may be applicable to the situation.; 860 

and 861 

 862 

4C) Final approval of the use of fire prevention and safety funds will be 863 

predicated on the finding that the facts enunciated in the board resolution 864 

are or were substantially true.  865 

 866 

(Source:  Amended at 49 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 867 

 868 

Section 180.540  Cost Estimates  869 

 870 

a) Administration and implementation of this Subpart require that many costs be 871 

estimated and certified as a prerequisite to approval of proposed work or 872 

determination of the applicability of particular rules.  The following standards and 873 

procedures are to be used where certification of cost estimates is required.  874 

 875 

b) All cost estimates shall be based upon published price guides such as those 876 

compiled by R. S. Means Company, Inc., and Frank Walker Company, and 877 

McGraw-Hill Cost Information Systems.  878 

 879 

1) The source of the cost figures shall be specifically identified by title, 880 

publisher, and period of effectiveness.  881 

 882 

2) The cost factors to be used shall be the mean or median costs published for 883 

such construction nationally.  884 

 885 

3) These raw cost estimates shall be adjusted by applying the appropriate 886 

inflation factors, size adjustment factors, and regional cost adjustment 887 
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factors.  888 

 889 

4) The estimate shall be based upon the work to be performed as described in 890 

the violation and recommendation schedule.  891 

 892 

5) The estimate shall specify the unit or units of measure, the quantity of 893 

such units necessary, and the unit cost installed.  894 

 895 

6) A total of estimated costs must be provided, along with a general 896 

breakdown.  897 

 898 

7) The resulting figure shall be referred to as the Adjusted Gross Estimated 899 

Cost.  900 

 901 

c) Estimates of the replacement cost of a school shall be based upon the cost of 902 

constructing a new building of equal size, serving like grades, and for the same 903 

programmatic purposes as the facility to be replaced.  The procedure is as follows.  904 

 905 

1) Determine the type of school to be built based upon its classification as 906 

derived from the school's enrollment reported to the State Board as of 907 

October 1the last school day in September of the immediately preceding 908 

school year.  909 

 910 

2) Determine the size of the school to be built, based upon the square footage 911 

of the school to be replaced.  912 

 913 

3) Multiply the square footage of the school to be built by the appropriate 914 

square-foot cost factor.  915 

 916 

A) The published cost factor for elementary schools shall be used for 917 

preschools, kindergartens, and elementary schools.  918 

 919 

B) The published cost factor for junior high/middle schools shall be 920 

used for schools housing various combinations of grades 5 through 921 

9.  922 

 923 

C) The published cost factor for high schools shall be used for schools 924 

housing combinations of grades 9 through 12.  925 

 926 

4) The resulting figure shall be referred to as the Adjusted Gross Estimated 927 

Replacement Cost of the school.  928 

 929 

d) For purposes of estimating costs related to energy conservation measures, the 930 
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procedures outlined in "Standard Practice for Measuring Payback for Investments 931 

in Buildings and Building SystemsASTM Standards on Building Economics, 932 

Fifth Edition,", version E1121-15, published by the American Society for Testing 933 

and Materials (2004; 1916 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103-1187), 934 

shall be used.  No later amendments to or editions of these standards are 935 

incorporated by this rule.  936 

 937 

1) In addition, the sources of heating degree days, cooling degree days, and 938 

energy consumption data, and the basis for determining the efficiency of 939 

existing systems and equipment and their useful lifetimes shall be noted.  940 

 941 

2) Where Fire Prevention and Safety Funds are to be used to finance all or 942 

part of energy conservation measures, the payback period calculations 943 

must show that payback can be achieved over the useful lifetime of the 944 

proposed measure or 20 years, whichever is less. 945 

 946 

(Source:  Amended at 49 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 947 

  948 
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Section 180.APPENDIX A   Building Code Applicability 949 

 950 

The building codes listed in Section 180.60(a) are applicable to each public school building; 951 

however, a building remains in compliance with the code in effect at the time it was constructed, 952 

as set forth in this Appendix A, until the building is modified or occupancy changes. 953 

 954 
 Date of Design Contract 

Applicable 

Codes 

Before 

7/1/65 

7/1/65 

to 

3/23/95 

3/24/9

5 to 

7/5/98 

7/6/98 

to 

10/2/05 

10/3/05 

to 

9/24/07 

9/25/07 

to 

12/31/09 

1/1/10 

to 

6/30/16 

7/1/16  

to 

12/31/24

Present 

1/1/25 

to 

Present  

23 Ill. Adm. 

Code 185 

(now 

repealed) 

X         

23 Ill. Adm. 

Code 175 

(now 

repealed) 

 X        

1993 BOCA 

National 

Fire 

Prevention 

Code 

X X X       

1993 BOCA 

National 

Property 

Maintenanc

e Code 

X X X       

1993 BOCA 

National 

Building 

Code 

  X       

1996 BOCA 

National 

Building 

Code 

   X      

2003 

International 

Code 

Council* 

    X     

2006 

International 

Code 

Council* 

     X    

2009 

International 

Code 

Council 

      X   
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 Date of Design Contract 

Applicable 

Codes 

Before 

7/1/65 

7/1/65 

to 

3/23/95 

3/24/9

5 to 

7/5/98 

7/6/98 

to 

10/2/05 

10/3/05 

to 

9/24/07 

9/25/07 

to 

12/31/09 

1/1/10 

to 

6/30/16 

7/1/16  

to 

12/31/24

Present 

1/1/25 

to 

Present  

2015 

International 

Code 

Council 

       X X 

2024 

International 

Code 

Council 

        X 

 955 

* Includes the International Building Code, International Energy Conservation Code, 956 

International Existing Building Code, International Fire Code, International Gas Code, 957 

International Mechanical Code, and International Property Maintenance Code. 958 

 959 

(Source:  Amended at 49 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 960 


