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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I11inois House of
Representatives congratulate WDAN, Danville's first radio

station, on celebrating 65 years in radio; and

VWHEREAS, WDAN is the radio station where a teenage Dick
Van Dyke spun records as a night disc jockey and where Bobby
Short first tickled the ivories for an audi ences of

listeners; and

WHEREAS, WDAN radio first hit the airwaves in Novenber
1938, and Captain Stubby was one of the radio station's first
on-air personalities; he eventually became an on-air
personality on W.S in Chicago in the 1950s; at the age of 80,
he still has a syndicated program that airs on 70 radio

stations across the country; and

WHEREAS, Danville's own Bobby Short had his first radio
gig on WDAN in the late 1930s and early 1940s; and the
station also gave 17-year-old Danville high student Dick Van
Dyke a job in its studios at the Hotel Wlford in the

m d- 1940s; and

WHEREAS, Although not on the radio, Gene Hackman was a
camer aman for the radio station's television affiliate
WDAN- TV Channel 24, the predecessor to today's Channel 15, in
the early 1950s; the television station was on the air from

1953 to 1963 when it nmerged with Channel 15 in 1963; and

VWHEREAS, Jeanne Eisenhauer, who is a 40 year veteran of
WDAN, becane the first woman on WDAN to host her own talk
show called "Party Line" which was wldly popular and ran

from 1984 until 1997; and

WHEREAS, WDAN held a public open house on OCctober 26,
2003 and gave the public a chance to tour the station and

take inits rich history; the highlight of the open house was
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t he rebroadcast of a Dick Van Dyke program on WDAN whi ch has

not been heard since Decenmber 1946; therefore, be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratulate radio station WDAN of Danville for 65 years
of continuous service to their comunities to enrich the

lives of their citizens; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the WDAN station director as an expression of

our respect and esteem
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